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S £ R M O N I. 

The tendency of the Confttution of the 
Church of Scotland to form the temper, 
fpirit, and character, of her Miniflers* 

By Alexander Carlyle, D. D. 

Preached at the opening of the Synod of J-othlaa 
and Tweeddale, May 5. 176.7. 

PsAL. xlviii. 12. 13* 

Walk about Zioriy and go round about her : Ull 
the towers thereof. Mark ye well her M- 
-warks, conjider her palaces ; that ye may UU 
it to the generation following* 

IT is at* important queftion,What effect mo* 
ral caufes have in forming the characters 
of men ? fince on that depend the utility 
and excellence of laws and institutions, For 
if natural caufes folely, or chiefly, operate on 
the human mind 5 if men are formed like 
plants, by the heat of the fun, aad the ferti* 
lity of the foil ; the labours of the fage and 
and the legislator are in vain : but if, on the 
other hand, they can be moulded by difcipline 
and laws, and may attain to dignity and virtue 
by the force of wife inftitutions, the beft fervice 
that can poffiby be done them, is to bring them 
Tinder the power of jjood government, or to 
Vol. II. A preferve 



$ Tendency of the Church-conftitntion Ser. i. 

prefer^ it J»fiong)thfc# w$en ."flreftly efta- 
ttifhed. 

r It fc with a view i* tills <jueftion, that I £»d- 
f>ofe» in this difoourfc, to ceofider the cqnfti- 
tuuonof the church, of SkotiaBd;. not a* it is 
founded in the word of God, or as ft is agree- 
able to the plan of tfce jprimhive times^ more 
Sraporfahf $ropofifioris 'fiili, which have often 
received as imjch illuftration, and been cojp- 
'firmed wifch as much proof, a* the nature of 
the thing would admit 5 bult only in certain 
points, as it is conneded with fociety, and as 
its external Jawa r and r^utatidfo, that are of 
human invention, have a tendency to form 
the tSniper, ,charajaer, -and fpirit of ks mem- 
- berk Thfe geibdnefe of its inflituti&ns, in this 
>: refpeQ,'-l ihall beg leave to cpnfider as the 
towers, bulwark^ andpahcesofottrZihni which 
help at once to proteft and adorn her; which. 
' wlll-rectHrimetidher to. -the love and reverence 
; of all irer tons 1 and prove, by one arjamenr. 
" more, that, even in lifer outward fafbrk, fixe 
'is* not .unworthy 6f* that yifdom vthich cemetb 
'"front abvde* ' 

1 ^4y Reverentr Fathers and Brethren, I hope, 
; VHt forgive me^ for attempting a fubjeft, which 
3 Ihtimtily apprehend becomes me better, than 
Jf I'heid up a model for their behaviour as mi- 
' nifters of Chfift; "which has often heen^dotie 
l, T>y "maftferly hands, on fuch'occa^ehs. i am 
furVthey will hear me with candour ©» pbints 
-with refpeft to which I may . be fd IWblte to 
^miftakey and on*jtfhi<fe J flfcll, inevtrthelefs, 



to form her Mihifters chara>£fc;r«w " ? 3-. 

fpeak with freedom,* prompted by the fcjye 'of • 
ray owr> order, and veneration for this church* ' 

In rft&orurfing of .daw fuhje&sto an audience 
of another kind, 1 fhould iirft delineate the : 
cpnftkution of this church, as con&fting of 
different orders* formed into fubordinate ju~ < 
dicatories, with all the:powers of government * 
fci equally and properly divided, a» to make st 
republic of no imperfect kkid* But this is Top 
well uadtrftood by my Reverend hcarera, that : 
it-wouldbeiriipertwient kijtne to consume their • 
time upon it.* 

• It (Ball therefore be the chief objeft of this 
d4fcourfe > to fhew the tenden<y of the confti- ' 
tution of the church of Scotland to fomn the' 
temper, Fpirhs and cha^tcTtfi? <rf her members. 
Antrim* by the bfefling of God, I fhall en- » 
dbavovr toupoiitf our in thre« material inftaneds,. • 
that idpcAthenY a* mifcifters, as Britons, and * 
as. men f* >Efer'Iwill {hew>invthe . 

''t/tf\VLCt r He .tendency of our ecdefiaftical 
eeoxftkutioav to pfceferw good morals, and 
purity of docTrine* «* , 

« 2dfy, Its tendency to infpire us with the love ' 
e£ liberty, and. the free governments of our • 
efcmntry.' 

• idiy, Its tendency to form the perioral cha* : 
ra&er of its members; . 

X. I *m, foft, To fhew the tendency of out* .• 

ecclefiatfiealconftitutieri to«preferve good mo*r 

cals, and purity of doftrihe* . > 

/ The upoftle Paul, fpeakiag of the minifter*' 



4* Tendency of the Chm*ch-cenftkution Ser. t. 

of the gdfpel, requires it as their firjt quality* 
that they be blamelefs, or irreproachable, i 
Tim. Hi. 2. ; for this reaiba, no doubt, left the 
people, to defend themfefoes from, their re- 
bukes or cenfures, Ihould fay, Phyfeian 9 heal 
thy f elf ! a reproach, that, whenever it falls 
with juftice, takes from them all liberty of 
fpeech, and obliges them to tolerate vice, and 
to fear the vicious. For though their charac- 
ter and million is independent of the merit of 
their lives, yet the bulk of mankind are nei- 
ther refined nor equitable enough to make this 
diftinclioa; but when they defpife a man*s pri- 
vate adtions, they will defpife his public mini-* 
fixations too. 

'. In other churches,, the pomp and fplendoe 
of wprfhip, the power aqd dignity of the .fiipe- 
ripr clergy j and their temporal • wealth and 
dbminidn,, will preferve influence and refpefl: 
to their order, even after corruption of man* 
n£rs has crept in among them. But the mem- 
bers of t this church, without dignities, with* 
out power, without wealth and dominion,, 
hold their alcendant over the minds of men*, 
only by thei? virtue and abilities." 

And happy is it for us, that, being men of 
like.' frailty with others, we are laid under the 
reftraint of difcipline : A discipline by the laws 
of the j realm ftill vetted in this church, by 
whicK&e can not only exclude from her higheft 
prisileges fuch. of her lay-members as lead vi- 
cious and disorderly lives, but entirely expel 
fitch* corrupt ecclefiaftics as bring difgrace upon 
thsir order 5 a difcipline that, though ftrift ir* 



ioifonnierMbiffcrEcflar^Pcrs^ , g 

its own nature, yet ism&l *ad gentle in its ex- 
ecution y for the cenforial power is committed 
tp the raoft futK>rdj$i3te court thai has jxirifdic^ 
tion ove* the.flergy* itsinfpec"lioo is jpear,^it» 
ipgiiance' perpetual V %n<k by giving check to; 
the firft appearance of faults* it prevents their: 
growing into crimes* _ 

, 9y the nature of our conftttution* there » 
little danger that the Church fhould become xc* 
miis in the cxercife pf her difciplinc: forifhe^ 
depends ear that, in a^ great meafure,. for the* 
ejfreein (he has in the world, and for her influx 
Gflce over the people, to whom the laft appeal 
it. made. in the trials of a candidate for the mt« 
niftry •, for they are at liberty to object to his/ 
morals or his dodriney fo that the virtue and' 
credit of her members are deeply interefted in/ 
the execution of it. Her difcipline is {till fur- 
ther iecurcd by this means, that as there is x 
perfect equality among ; all thofe in whom the 
cenforial power is yefted, the connection of 
protection . and dependence, which has a ten- 
dency to fcreen faults^ and .to flatter vices, cao^ 
Dot take place i but,- on the contrary, the jea^ 
loufy and rivalfhip of a republican ipirit,. willj 
never, fa41 to favour the ftricl: execution of the. 
fcws, 

. What- 1 have faid'with refpeft to the morals 1 
of the clery, extends alfo to the duties of .the;' 
plftoral office^ the diligent execution whereof 
if committed td the fame watchful care.. ' It 
likewife applies to doclrlne, the purity of which v 
U k aeceflary tp jfecure. .For as the minds of; 



Jf Tenikh^^^ejp^uriA-coafthution Sect. 

.ffi€ttafcqotfqxra€ti to think cxftftty mi the 

^Hime mannes go all joints, and -as the ioveJof 

finguUfltj, pr djftin£tton, ought carry them 

fffrq wc^th/ej.. at^ liberty to give Tern to 'their 

.. peculiar opinion*, k is a wile reftraint, that 

, i^afioesour public teachings within certain It- 

j^x% preferred by the church. Hard as this. 

.jpQ^y ftenck to bear on liberty of conscience, 

*her,€ v cannotbe a national church without it** 

, fcr ,if full freedom was allowed to the ex^ava-» 

tyn^fyncfespf wen, they would foot* divide* 

*W$ braneh>eut into a thoufand different ftdfe. 

^Itis necgllary too,, that thetmagiftrate, whots 

to, protect th^e public « religion,, fhouid know- 

yha^tk is, £^nd have it clearly. defined* • . ; 

o\ I}ut it may,: perhaps, beobje&edto what'I 

;yl&v<*iaid]Qnj>th.is point* that the £a& is agnrafr 

jtp&i and that our difeipHne, which J hav&r^ 

*|Hefc&tcd tojbe of ib,mu£h utility, j.aijd ofife 

<$*ucfe ffaep, hag, in ,r*fclityit Ipft u$j effi>$.. 

. ; %fe J flacmot think stefr* bjj aaj rmeaps. : . ft>r 

^ js>9utih more.prpbabte, tba^the complainis. 

«m this head fhould take their rife frem>tfc&t 

^p^A^fhl^iimour^.^hitHi 19 ev«jry *ge,< leads 

wren tjoideprecrate ihtur orth and wt^ue oft the 

,prefafK limes, .whm^eoiparqd to the. font**;' 

iOjeM^oaipirit ofifaflion, to. an* alteration! ©£ 

ijnancter£, or to. fom* other lefs db wous : fourcci 5, 

Jthan thatiQiur conftitudnn of government, wit>h~ 

out any >j?*fibk caufq* fhould ha#c loft its vi- 

tgour, ^>r; the principles I have mentioned, no; 

longer operate on the human mindt v 1 L 

. . ttot» roj Bbeycrend Fathers and Urethren, let- 



• . ■ 7 to form her Minifters cha* altera. : ' *V 

m look -^nd> lis intt> tbe'^orld, l antf ' #» 
ftatt da crarfelves thc-juftfce 'that the' reft 4 f of 
mankind are witling to'&cHu*; 'for, ; Wtfcisre- 
ipeft, there are no tcclefiaftics that ffend high- 
er in the : general efteem, th&h the clergy of 
the church of Scotland. And, iri i aft; ' afteV 
all the complaints that have been made bf de^ 
generaty, and corruption df moralsV of what 
crimes have they" been guilty ? Of what kind, 
and of what number have they been convicteci? 
. What order of men cart boaft of fb many mem* 
bers whofe characters are unlWIiedeven wttk 
the* imputation of crimes? The"y are not an* 
gelsi but men? they caimot boaft of perfect 
innocence and virtue ; they do not pretend to 
an exemption from the infirmities .of huinan ; 
nature ; and if, now and; then, a man of -like 
paffiortf with tfbers $ Mia* yielded to the fcffte 
^f temptation, ;add fuffercd die jnft pun1 mme*t 
prefcribed by the laws of the church, is not 
this a ftronger proof of the-gofcdnefs f of our 
cCfciplinCj, than <jf th*- lkfcDtioufndV of our 
morals* - ij ■ ■•'• $ ■ "■' "•-' ^> N 

; Jf fome guilty per&ns hsvc efcapetf/Ss- fh*t 
to be imputed to the corruption j of Our co^rtl,' 
rather than to the iifipepfc&bn of all 'hutete 
tribunal??' Are not the ei&ntial forms 06 trial* 
to be obfevved* without which the intfotirat 
could not be fcfe? R>r what crime has any' 
perfon been tried and acquitted o£ late, before* 
Qur judicatories/ of fotleep a dye, as it would* 
be for a member of our fupreme courts, in • his' 
capacity of a judge op juryman, to decide m ar 

> J - particular 



'ft Tendencyof tjic C2iiJ«f h:-CQaftitutib^5cr. i . 

gajrtUular .cafc^ .ugo# ifnure^n* of *ha£a&er ; 
re^ceivefl ojij of ;^aprs>. or on Jus. owa general* 
tfcasioi e^jvdienc^and public; gQod ? . T 

. ;Nor<can- 1 readily adtnit, that our. difcipiine-' 
ha? of latje g*Qwn>inpre rcmife^or that the ma*, 
isajs of .tfve clejRgy are now leli pure,, than in ear-, 
liwr p^r;9^s «jf ; this church. For without lay- . 
iggrany^ftrefs on the general observation, that s 
grea* crimes a^e leaft ff equene in periods pf re- ; ' 
finemeot, when mens mind* ape, fbftened by : 
tjic progress of knowledge, and the arts, and* 
ljrougbt under habitual restraint by the ftabilv* 
ty. of : legal go.vermnent - r I apprehend* that the* 
coniplaints on. ihis* heao* may be, in a greau 
ineafure, accounted for, by attending to a plaint 
cJiftincTuon between manners and morals* 

. Jgaorance and fuperftition, from age to age^ 
have fixed on things quite indifferent in. their. 
own nature,, and, by damping on them the cha^* 
Baiters of vice and virtue, have rendered it ex-; 
tXpnielv jafy -for the artful and. defigning to im-- 
pift u£Oiv mankind, and raife a character or 
(an£Hty,,,at the fihali expence of being rigid' 
and eapcV in tvifles* that -have no connection* 
with religion or morality ; like the Pharifees of^ 
qld> who paid tithes of muit^ anije^ and cummin*, 
hit p€gfa&ed. the weightier matters of the law K 
judgement ^rty^avd } faith. .But the increafe, 
of know [edge ^ and the progrefs of fociety, have, 
rjeftored many pf ^hefe artificial virtues and vi«c 
qe$ to fh^ir own cjafs again *, and while religion; 
a/id ffirtue have, r iu reality, gained by this ahe— 
mivntfi B^anacx^the igporant and ftiperfti-- 

-•;•*;.. v ' ^ ' " \tiOus,, 



to form her Mihifters characters, f- 

tious, (for there are fome in all ages), continue 
flail to think them of die fame importance as 
before, and judge of characters by the falfe 
ftandard *df former times. 

' What then is called manners-, in general, or 
even the decorum of a particular character, "arc 
not properly the objects of laws and cRfcipline. 
No rules can be prefcrlbed for modes that are- 
changing every day, no ftandard can be fixed 
for what is fhtfting continually 5 but every per* * 
fon'muft be left to the corrections of ridicule 
and contempt from the world, which are al- 
ways applied to Angularity, affectation, and in- 
decency. Yet, even in this refpeft, the mini- 
fters of this church are aided by her inftitu- * 
dons : for this fpecies of faults, though not 
fubjects of law, are liable to the private aaV 
monitions* and fraternal rebukes, of the cea- 8 
Ibrial power. 

' So far then as laws and regulations, and the 
reftraints of difcipline, conduce to make men 
virtuous, or to keep them fo, the confutation; 
of the church of Scotland has been wifely Ira** 
rued. 

* II. I proceed, in the^wwf p!ace,Tofhew It* 
tendency to infpire us with the love of libertyy 
and the free government of bur country. 

* Befides the fentiments natural to a Britott 
bof n fince liberty was eftablifhed by law ; be* 
"fides the liberal education of clergymen, and 
their early acquaintance with thofe books df 
aatiquity that infpire mankind with elevated 

•/ .'* thoughts* 



iflTendencjrt^thfeGl^ui'c^-coaftltutioh Ser. r. 

droughts, and the love *of -freedom 'trt*ich.' 
r#igoed in> the ftateof fodety they defcribe ; 
there are circupiftances pefculiar'to'this church, * 
which muft endear the free cooftiwion of their 
country more* to her members than to other 
. oaea* - 

^ When the reformation was firft attempted in* 
Scotland, under that form which is bow c,fta- 
tyitfied,. and which had thp inclinations of the . 
people in every age jit was not only for .the : 
rights of conicience that our forefathers ftrug-* 
gled and fought, but for the rights of men i , 
thyey made war not. only on priefU, but on ty-- 
rants * ajvd when. they cionqusredp, they efta-\ 
bliihed civil liberty, as the<oniy guardian of true: > 
religioga* The har^ c'^ntentio^s pf : the time*; 
h^dj of themfelves* <a tetidejky- te l'oufe and^ 
enlarge the /mind i .and. bejng^engaged againjfc* 
the fame enemies, and involved ia. o»e cfcmw* 
man caufe with the patriots* in every period '9& 
qpr hiftoxy*. the Pre^ytena^s' appeared ' ftre? : 
njuous afiertorsof the4i^erties of mankind, and. 
of, their country; Q$ thje ,oth&. hand, duriag 
all the efforts of illegal power, our churchy as? 
one of the moft determinedand formidable foe* 
of tyrarinv'tfnd tyrants/ was" fore tcr feel the fltfft 
efEe&s of their wxtfth<; .at kaft, examples of le- • 
nity were fo rare, that fee was not deceived in- - 
' to the faKe confidence that fuch flattering ftif- 
peofions of hoftility were defigned to produce. 

i And not only are the 1 members of this church: 
Excited to the love of liberty, by their attach-: 
itwnt- to their friends, and thieir averfion to*. 
- thei» 
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' ihek- enemies ; btit.our' very mode of goverft- 

'• merrt, and its genius ant! fpirit, rriuft form tM« 

~ ani&d *o liberty, independent of th& conneftiefci 

of interefts, or our attachment to the*Ilhiftrio«S 

* Family •tithe thr6ne, and. oiar gratitude fo* the 
many bleffings v*6 have derived from tnem: fof-£« 
quality, which is tie foundation of freedom, 1s 
the foundation of our ^eccleiiaftical conftifution 

' too ; and the? fpirit of democracy is fo entirely 
\preferved in all its initiations, laws, and forms* 
; that' none : of her members tan poffibly be fufc- 
'jedts of any other than a free ftate. 

But this is a quality that our church has al- 
ways been owned to pof&fs ; and to flich a de- 

* gree," tiiai her-bnemies have endeavoured to re. 

* prefera it as one of the wornY of her faults. F6r 
at was long objefted-to Ae Prefbyterians, that 

: they*werc offuch a turbulent andfeditious fpi- 
rit, fo violent and fafticms, as to be incapable 
x>{ riile, and particularly incompatible with mo- 
narchical government, fuch as thai Wf Britain 
Eas ever been. 1 But 6n nWt inquiry, cliis ve- 

* ry cotnplahit will be found to cbnduce to their 
'•praife : For hYwhaV times were they turbulent 
*and ftdtriotrs ? Ortly in the times of tyranny ; 

whe v n to* fubmit, was tp degrade human na- 
ture j when to bepeaceable, was to'be aflavfe. 
"But, -under th* government of laws, with r a 

race of kiqgs on. the throne wfco haveaflertdd 
? and enlarged, not encroached -on the rights of 
'mankind, via church in the world has* beeVi 

* more dbetffcnt, J or. more loyal. Witnefs 'her 
I * ••••i ; * j'-y.i..- *coriduft 
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conduit in every period of danger to the ftate ; 
witnefs her -unfbaken attachment, her a&ive 
seal, in the rebellions that have of late torn {fee 
towels of our country. 

Before the principles of toleration, that do 
fo much honour to the iaft age, were eftabliih- 
ed, the church of Scotland was, no doubt, of- 
ten feized with a fpirit of violence againft other 
denominations of Chrrftians, that, had. {fee 
been Angular in that refpeft, would have juftly 
rendered her an ohjeft of averlion. But this 
was far from being the cafe : {he was not, in 
this point, more ignorant, or more fevere, 
than her neighbour-churches j and having often 
felt the heavieft hand of perfecution, it was no 

. wonder that Ihe was fometimes violent and un- 
relenting in her turn. But for half a century 
paft, fiace the minds of men have become calm 
and fteady under a legal government, and 
£nce the ardent zeal of enthufiafm has given., 
place to, or been tempered by, the' benign 
principle of Chriftian charity, the church of 

.Scotland has demonstrated the truth of that 
pofition of a great author, (l That uniformity 
4i b an idea of weak and vulgar minds :" £or> 
in fubmiffion to the laws, in loyalty to the 
.crown, and in liberal and generous fentiments 
to thofe who differ from her, (he. is .outdone 

• by no church in the world. 

In this view, the church of Scotland may be 

, confidered as of great utility to the public ; fqr 

. without power or temporality to iuake her daiit 

gerous, ihe breeds a Kt of men with principles 

I of 
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*f freedojn, who, ?£Kng in « body, *id')»*ri4tg 
*n afcendant aver the minds of the peopUfe 
muft, while unfediiced, and uncorrupftd*. %* 
one of the bulwarks of die ftate. Before tbp 
'happy «ra of the union, the commons rff 
Scotland, led "by attachment to fh^ir c^nefc, or 
^prompted by religious zeal,, appeared pffen in- 
deed in the field on the fide of liberty} but 
it was a liberty they -neither enjoyed ajar ua- 
derftood. And on account of certain unto- 
ward, drcumftances tliat relate to .the bails of 
government in this country, th£ diftinft .fenfe 
and knowledge of civil and political l#^r,ty,hafc 
'not diffufed itfelf fo far among :^ *s,nwgbP 
have been expe&ed.. But tbe>,clergjr of this 
church, fully fcnfible of thebleffings, we enjoy, 
and well inftru&ed i$ the nature of^goyeror 
ment, in fome degree compenfate fos, t^&nde*- 
fe£i ; for they fill up the miAjJk rank between 
*he commons ai*d thsi^fuperjorc^andj^n^hefe 
inter couriirwkh the people, &it not to iinf^fs 
them with Juft ideas of tbe.?ight3 of meaj ai^ 
of Britons, and to ipfpire th?m with th#t JLo*f 
of the public which,btultMb$j*i*0 their <j«ruar 
try. While they, retaip j'jhelr tfjajTi&dr^for 
piety and goo4 morals, ^y w#l ^otrabyfe thi* 
influence over die people ;> when t}xey depart 
from it, . and; be/G<?m$ vid^s* and. corrupt 
they will no longer bs belkyed. " , . / 

' * • « -■-'../ 

III. Rut I proceed,: inafye third pWc, To 

' jojr*t out the tendency- <*f ourecclcfiajftic^l^on- 

VoL»jp.- \ . :. B\ - - v _ ftkutipa 
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cytutioa to fpnp the perfonal characters 6jF 

;,, If is. thought^ that all men receive a certain 
carter turn p$ char^fter* from their prbfsBioq, 
and mltnper, iff life \ and, fo.far as tfyis, influ- 
enc^extends, it 13 of importance what direction 
intakes. It mu^ ^ owned, tjbat ti^ere art 
iQ<ne ggnpral preppfleffions againft the, clerical 
.profeffion, 4s unfavourable to certain amiable 
and mainly qualities, and as |£ving fo deep a 
tfa&ure to the verjj virtues that belong to it, 
,^hat |}ie piety.'of churchman is believed to bor- 
der pn hypacriiy, their mprals on aufterity, 
iheir ^earning on pedantry, and their zeal for 
religion and the good of mankind to be, for 
the moft part, aflumed as a pretence to aid or 
tojcqver $hen; .pride and ambition. Bm,l am 
j&f opinion, that' (he tendency of ths ^onftitu- 
tioq x>£our ^hurch, pot only orates tJiefiTge.- 
jaeral objections, but aifo that it has 'force e» 
though to fprja, a, *ery refpefltable charaflrer j 
v£pd* ix^ gaifliqular, ti^at admitting iome few p<5- 
4*Hft\$av jdUad.y^ntage^ 1 to which her mincers are 

id$f& 9£*»£% ,J>pd &<*> ^kr^jpnen 9f any 4en£- 
4. ]fti&a£iOB>t ™}wfk. fun&ions and manner of life 
ja^ebe^e^fiuted thajj theirs to produce a fpirit 
- of independency, or to exercife, and ftrengthea 
. ibme of th^beft faculties and affections of the 



;r If it.be true^ that it belongs, to, the r/g-fe^r//, 
and.t^e fre<;, . to be paid if 4 lipn, the tmnifter 
$i this church rouft derive fortitude and eleva- 
tion 
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lion of mind from the czrofes already mention** 
~ed. ftis l very.i6aniieV ? oF ! o!ft*ain^ng' a f "ttvihgj 
never by porchafe, feldom by perfonal apjpSicrati 
lion > tfie confcioofnefs of* being well qiiAllned 
for the c/ffice, after hAving" had fiis abilities an3 
morals fe'vereiy tried; together Vit& J t1?at cqtfjfc 
Ety of rank with the ftuierS ofthfr cttirch,**tft 
.which he is at once admitted'; rena, in '-the b&* 
'sinning, to infpire him With riiinly and ge«£* 
rous'Jentiifaentsr and the tfaftoral effc£l'&f tlft 
pa'ftbral emplo^mertt, in' wKKh he* is afterwartfe 
engage^ is U> rtife/^rid b6t ; de£reft the fyfcfr. 
He h™maai c &oi&& k profeffibn," Whfcfr, 

*though'hdt op ; nknt, 1, is Irfiferali he has entered 
into iftate, which; thbtigh cftt intyrovd^rfe 
independent. 1 '1#rthotrt th'e> habits^th*ft r aic*** 
Trail' the lttawf'WtBferii tlie ^fiwi^iV'efi&ite 
Vhe miri^, tl^e mcmber^oF this dfatirek tifefttafe 
refts his fcclpe^ frTthfc wbrltij m pc¥foh«>cttt. 
iinOibhs 3ibrie V Ori kii takni^Bb ltifr&hgpt* 
^virtuL :: ,;•'•.' ■"** } ""' -*™^ ; do ?mxi 
In other r chUrchesy the" gjreat* pdw*fr afld 
: wealth of dignified clei^ymcri^rio digiibt* thrim 

? a^fplenddr off Xhi Whdfe'bod£ ^SAiF fcfo? c 6ke* 
&e ftrotfg ihceritiireV t# a ndbK*n»^»!^'*&- 

"l&itidtf: but as tKey leave thcTkdl^dPtSe drtfir 

"kt To grefct'a dfftantcy \ftat! xhakfe £rtrBrm*tft » 
"tonftant Cibjeft of attention, it may 4 !*? q^eftion- 
ed, how far* they are faVotiVahte wfbhie^bf Wie 
bcft^qnilitie^bf^thdiHhicI: Jn\tmrfch'*r*fcVfe- 
quality of rank, whatever inconvenienctes^may 
^ther We r ittem£ %* efe&tialty- pre VehtV the 
gjrowth c>f foirie Itfn* bf Victe* for -everjr one*of 
- B 4 S - u - ^ *fer 
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?':>.' >^>to*in5 '•!.>*> sii«^*,^niOT fr*bf.«xnh~. 
herfons fl^d^a.^Uitl^ftroq^ro^^.^M a^- 
Qth^e^ lopfcs wUherdQ\fJi ( with. f^Ud^lne^s/, 
apr up .\roth adulation. . :J .. (lj »? -«*, r .,. 1K ,j, ; . 
t ffhe pa*t, b^fidc«i tha; r eve^f, cki^ymau ^pf. 
tl|U 4 ch|ir^k wg^ges iflf • ^l^^yc* Jb^ ifc^rdau^ 
ed> not only t^tsacjfc but ^^c^^yir^DgUi^ 
e# andjiiwigora^l&e inuucU r Po^^hough, t^ici 
pbje&s ? /nay appear 4*ut ij^ajl^in. comparifu|L 
\yith T the gseat,afiair* ^f- ciyjl gc^r^^n^t j< yet 
the; fame talent* ajpe oxert^A .^? ki fypc affec* 
ti^nj, ai^d.paj^ioas aRe.^ei^if^; the .%p£ 
P^WSfj? W.ffflffSi^pt i$nd*re emnjpxed^ip* 
c4^rcfr-5Q^rtSy a&.h} others* / And. U^^he/ijeej- 
dpin pf debate, intbebuftle o£.gopu&r afl^pir. 
bi^cs, inalt^ppU^onstp-men, fpw aadfpirif. 
are improved, naore than, in any, cither exexcife j. 
aj^^t^ejFacjilu^s^of the foul ai^enpt only yhefc-, 
ted, but enlarged.; Iti&moce thao .pr^^tjk^, 
t^ijc^^arion^wil^ ex-' 

c^Jiftg in cl^ince _*rf bchayiguf,, in, B^hfi 1 ^ 
cr^nnera, or irvgrapefol ^(^ompUfbrn^Uf; npfv 
i^it pf .niuch T inijH>rtance- : that we (hp^ld.. ^Buf? 
if t VC' dp nq|- attain jkpfe , %ttgr qpajjties, ^t&afe 
e^atlea pan to aft ^ vigorous and in^lepgnd^ 
cx$ Jgjurty wbenevf r his £>wn pinion* ja^d^ip^c^ 
tipns,, pr.the j)^l% gppp** ihalUngag^ hinfe ;i wo> 
are wjthqvt exc.uie ^ for np 5 ciiurc hrqpa^ere e** 
vsr piajced in a,fitua$jpn-of mor^ advantage /ok. 
acquiring them*.. /Vfe ftand. at prefent, a* I ap- 
prehend, diftinguiflied,. asi a body of mep,. for 
{pme of the qualities! have mentioned, Piety* 
good morals, ajid fidelity inliisjpffice,_ai:e;in? 
difpenfable in,Lminifter \ t But without a free and. 

independent 
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independent mind, lie will want one of the beft 
and moft effc&ual : gttards to his virtues. 

An eminent author has afcrflfcd certain pe- 
piliar vices to the clergy, which, he fays, are' 
derived from ttorir profeflipn, and manner of 
fife, in fo mmch as to juftify, in 1 a great degree, 
the trite maxim, That «* prieft* of all religions- 
M are the fame," and fend naturally to deftroy 
she candour and ingenuity of their tempers, tot 
fender their probity for the moft part fufpici~ 
•us,, and to make them dangerous to civil go- 
vernment. Now as thefe refle&on* coincide 
but too much with the prepofieffions of many^ 
and as religion itfelf may fuller by inch irnpu* 
cations upon her minifters, it will not be im^ 
proper to {hew, that this charge does not ap- 
ply to the members of this church, and that 
pur constitution itfelf obviates thefe general ob-- 
je&onsi 

THe cEafa&eriftical vices of clergymen tha* 
he chiefly dwells upon* are hypocrify, ambi- 
tion, and pride. " To hypocrify," he alledgcs,. 
•* they are inclined; becaufe, being drawn from- 
rt the common mafs of mankind,, they will ei- 
•* ther have no great turn for devotion ; or, 

* were they ever fo good, to fupport the cha-* 
** rafter of their profeffion, and to impofeup-- 

* on mankind, they muft appear to fee (K1K 

* better than they are?* But our church is fo» 
happily conftimted, that this obje&ion does not 
apply to her members. 

* For admitting that the refthiints of discipline? 
might give check to the' natural charafter!; 
: v £ 3. *' were* 
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*ere they to'ppetate alone'; yetj when they are 
tountera&ed by the principles of freedom; and 
the-tyirit of independency,, which- 1 have fhewn. 
tto belong in a remarkable' manner to the mi* 
inters of this church,, they cannot poffibly a* 
*erpower* the candotir and ingenuity of the 
-mind.. Olir republican form of goveriinientj 
which expofSsevery man's chara&er and con'*- 
4u# to be nearly mfpefted by his equals ; our 
Contentions' in church-courts* where our ta* 
tents and v paffionsf are fufficiently employed;, 
prevent both the inclination and' the power of 
hhpofihg a feigned character on the public;. 
Our early' and conf^ant intercourse with, the 
world; our daily communications with our 
'people, the fimpllcity of our worfliip^ and, per^ 
Haps, even the flight diftin&ion of dreft be- 
tween 1 r us and' other men, are #11 circumftances* 
that difijualify ui for afting the part of;imgo£b*- 

1 ' Nor fe this; all : For if artifice and : difguift 
.were attempted* they would how meet with bun 
a cold'reception. > Superflitijon and monachifm. 
Having been long baniflied; frqm Broxeftant 
. churches, the charafter of a, clergyman that is 
'jnoft beloved- andrefpe&ed amQngft us,, is that 
Which is moft (ainiable and refpeftable^ The 
^i-ts* of popularity may,.pp ilbubt^ fomettmes Be 
- triedj and particular prejudices and weaknefles 
{'off tb\e people imay.be applied to :T)trtHhefti arts 
"cannot long be ,fuccefsfuL- 'the other pahs^of 
- - a mfcn's conduct : that are incpnriftent with his 
* ' *u»ta and his pr^ t^ce? # bein^ expofed toihf r/ear 
-i'jn; : infgedtibai 
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ihfpeftion of familiarity, and the' vigilance ofr" 
iuvallhip, will foon betray, or deteft his real 
character. Popular virtues only, can always 
retain .the love ancfefteem of the people. Aa 
unfeigned piety, a_ tender humanity, diligence 
in the paftoral office,\integrity ancf candour, 111 
berality of mind, fteadinefs of conduit, unifor- 
mity of zeal V thefe are the qualities that render 
a man a popular and refpe&able minifter of this 
church. And theft, J hope, we do not in ge- 
neral need to feign,, to pkafe our people, or 
impofe upon mankind! 

With as little force can the charge of ambf- 
tion, in. the fenfe he means,. be brought againft 
the miniflers of this church. 

' He* allcdges, "That, while the ambition of 
/* other men is commonly la tisfiedby excelling. • 
tt in their particular profeffian, and thereby 
4€ promoting, the interefls of.fociety, thp ambi- 
.° tion of the clergy can- only be fatisfied Iqt- 
u promoting ignorance- abd : fuperftition, -and' 
l< implicit faith, and pious frauds -r an&havipg. 
u got, what Archimedes only wanted, (viz, ajn* 
".other'worfd on which to fix his engine$),jjQ 

x u wonder they move this world at their pljsa- 

' M furej which being added to the dole union 

m u of interefls that takes place among, clergy- 

*f men of the. fame Religion, makes, them e^?- 

•* tremely formidable to feclery.*' . ..<* 

How much foever inch objections may apply 

. to the prieflbof the church of Rome,,, whole 
hearts are hardened, by celibacy, to the interest 

, utfyktjj there is no Proteftarfl church againft 

whoa* 
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whom they can juftly be laid. And with re- 
£gc& H> the church of Scotland, nothing can 
be more foreign to her constitution* or to the 
spirit and practice of her members. For, to 
cure the jeatoufy of the ftatc, {he has ad- 
mitted to at parity of rule with her mini- 
Hers, the order of lay-elders* who- are Incor- 
porated in all her judicatories in* fnch num- 
bers, as to be eflfc&ual guardians of the inte- 
refts of fbciety, againft every poffibte combina- 
tion of the clergy. And as I hare already ob* 
fcr ved^that we could not htipofe on the people^ 
were we ever fe muck inclined to it j. T muft 
addy that every clergyman* being a member o£ 
the great community of Britain, which involves 
4n it the iatereftsof religion and liberty, as weft 
as of our particular church, the private corpo-* 
ration-fpirit is thereby countera&ed and con~ 
trolled, fo that it can never be dangerous to fo* 
ciety* And to this great public we are bound r 
SkOt by oat principles alone, but by one of the 
fttohgeft affections of the human mind y the 
love of our families and : children. 
- If the charge of pride and obftinacy, when* 
laid againft the members of this church, Is not-' 
already fully anfwered by what has been faid^ 
'concerning the two preceding dbje&ions,. let it* 
be farther obferved, that mens minds are won- 
derfully Toftened fince toleration^ wis efrabiifh** 
ed j for fe&aries having no longer the power of 
hurting each other, their animofitics are in a- 
great meafure at an end. And let me addj that 
our church in particular, guard* againft theie 

vmcesv. 
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^\? WW *&$:.&* 1 P/ ie tRf ^ c ^i f?ff 5W£?*$ 

^ere c |jpete|jicejMd authority ba^ %9^ c ^5$^ 
an4 n^tbiQg>butveeaf6a I^fi9^/f^^.7^-^ 
psrfuafioft cap prc^il. ■. , , v _// " ,. f V bj ^ 

rT#us bavf L.ejjdea-youred^o i^eyr, t^e^ej(\- 
deacy of ajif e^clefiai^cal ^piutt^ia^ y> fo^a^ 
the teavper-jj fpirk, ai^c^ara&eii.qf L.j^oigpi-, 
bers :^ ; Qr, .^Qtbjer words* I bp$ marfo'd tkf* 

tfta^gb »<# funip^^aji^^ftfy edifice*^ yi;* 
ej£e fl .^hej awJial^ tp. dejfq%5 a : ffw of ybjcj| 

w ?> way, :-A9^te J^pA^R»«4^?ffi? Jp/iffia. 

ry. fabric of oi^r.? cppfti^t}pait^5 , pji^^ft 
teu#*th^ i^xrie ; bcwdy : wit^.thq.Jugb(£ Jjuftfiafjve 
apd caiec^tijfi pp-wcrsj apcL eye^ wif bfgr <;at jiartj 

^pacUy.,., n#y ^Qffefiiftes^^i^c,^, ^e } ^ ate | 

Eoj^Iijce may be exercifed, the innocent iiiay be 

copdemned^ \ 
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c^n^jmn^aY a^ thc,^ijty may v by ?ic^it<e4, 
One compebfation or balance, however, tKere 

is to this defect in our conftnution ; which is 

.vvi- iii(uir , i.n. ,, » uo 4 o >;• ,.*iv. V ,T i' :r 'i« 4' 
this* that the fupreme.powef is not lodged in a 

permanent bodv; but in a court of representa- 
tives chiofen every' year '; a\id who being them-, 
leives the pcfcrs of ati thbie who are, tried be- 
fore them, are not likely to*be either able, or 
willing, to perfift in any plan of bppreffion or 

fiyuiiice.'" ' ' * l . 

^L'Jecond defect is a certain' corilequenee at 
ouf'republicah cdriftitiition, which makes lis 
Bible to fa&ioh and party- fpirit : ' \ \ 

* "An^evil no doubt fraught with many breaches 
<5? charity, and witn much alienation of mem 
iiiintl from J each other. For men who fet out 
^tnjAre'firm bciielthat they are promoting j>u- 
k& v $^,*'and fervjiwg the greatends pf virtiaf 
^Btfrfitfgran, and who ai*e cdun teh'anoqa* and coh- 
firmed by tneir aflociates in this opinion, are 
apf,' j w^M ^&?rig in ^ party; t6' go lengtVs, of 
T&hicl^Hfi dtner fituations, they would be'iit- 
f erry iArfme^. J &£nce the liberty that is ta-f 
itftfbTfoakihg trfcitfi arid cbrifcietice tobebnljr 
Af'S^fiHe* ^fbr^ndihfe^achoififc^wlth the 
«m& df tiifeiftife, ancTliyjiocrite'i of magnffy& 
&£ an inacedrttm'intbla crime; or bf cbhftruin|y 
aJeterS 6V ; dbrbfe c demeanour to be vile gf i- 
nikctff ^Mrthtf enemies of bur church lie in 
wak for fucfhfair ippbrtunities of feducing the 
OPedbldte'frbirt^every fide, and the foes of all 
fetigion fk in ihe fcoriiefs vhkir and fatfgL y 
* ; This evil,- which calls* for the attention of all 
"tuu •• -»• t--;* . , v. • :'^- ..- mf >+ 



tAtn of wottKyWhd(*Wr<jiVto : Aikigitc and af- 
fuaae its more, violent 'fymptptoJ, Visjnb^wevc* 
the genuine proouft of our conftitujtion ^ and 
as long as we are free and independent, and, at 
the fame time, imperrett creatures, can ncvet* 
be wholly cured. But it is happily, controlled 
in its moft pernicious effects, by the broad pa^ 
£s of our fupreme court, which brings mem- 
bers' from every corner, uninfe&ed with each 
Others local paffions ; and by the inftitution 6f 
elders: an order not only moft wifely calcula- 
ted to promote religion and good morals a«j 
mong the people, and reconcile them to the 
difcipline of the church $ but alfo to unite u^ 
snore clofely with the commonwealth, to pre* 
ybnt the jealoufy of government, to guard a- 
gainft the encroachments of ecclefiafticalpower^ 
and to abate the ferment of minds Tometime* 
overheated with party zeal and ftrife. (i . 

'The third an&lqft defecl thatllhall meption^ 
is the incompetent jproykJbn for the clergy: «£ 
defect that 1 dp not unjuftlyf^crh)e to t£e cOn^ 
dilution y which was formed, on a furrendfi; pf 
th$ patrimppy of the c^ur^and ail tempqraj 
power and dpmfnipp^^tfe enti^ JElia§ce,r$9S 
St* fupport on the ^nle w-bich tto^gufclk fturuid. 
have of its utility. .This. Js, an e\il not onlyie* 
vereiy felt by the m^iftprs. o£«tbif{ .eftabAjfor 
mcnt, (wjip,,l hm^QH foS^^wiA ?#4& 
honpur any,, foyety [..yfio^^yA^fe^ilflri^ 
moft thr^teqing afpe^pn. ^^rqfejffejgttii 

^^mean education, to the ruin of learning, and 

rdigiok 
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religion too : an evil, however, that we cannot 
juftly impute, in all its extent, tq the illiberal 
ipirit of the generations that are part 5 fince they 
could not paflibly forefee the rapid progrefs of 
commerce; otherwife, it is probable, they would 
. have fixed on fuch a kind of provifion for the 
xlergy, as would have rifen in fome propor- 
tion to the profperity of xhe country:, and not 
/alien in its value every .day. 

What we may hope for from this fplendid 
,age, fo fertile in grand and magnificent pro* 
jcQs, is beyond my conjecture. But if the 
church of Scotland is fucli as 1 have reprefent- 
cd her to be, of fo much utility, and of fo little 
.danger to the public, her falling ftate, m this* 
jrefpeft, will one day become an object to legif- 
lature itfelf : and men capable of great and 
,<xtenfive views, will fee, that, by preferring our 
church in her vigour, they will execute a work 
f truly worthy of themfelvesj they will ftreagth- 
; ,en one pillar of religion and liberty that is ia 
.danger of decay* and help to prolong the pe- 
riod of light and happinefs to mankind* 

But, my Reverend Fathers atfd Brethren, . 
though this de£e& in our conftitution is . a 
. fubjeft of anxiety and regret, and of uaeafy 
. forebodings, we need not yet fall into defpair. 
. There are fome confiderations that ferve, for 
. ,the prefent, to extenuate this «vil, and from 
. which we may derive a temporary comfort. 

Way we hot hope for a partial, at leaft, arid 
•gradual redrefs of this evil, from the wifdom 
and attention of our owq fupreme court of 
' 1 % " law, • 
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law, (b fir as our iSttiatioA is intruftecl to their. ." 
care ? H*vc* hot many mMfters of this church 
already' experienced, what juft fentimehts- that 
learned and* venerable body eutertatin of the 
narrow allowance made for them, when com* 
pared with the flourishing ftatc of this country ? 
Though the: pirovifion for the clergy hgs falkd . 
very much in its value : yet is riot their «tnk* . 
in fome refpecfc, raifed 5 not only by the remo^ 
▼al of certain political prejudices, which fepa- s 
rated them from many of fuperior order ; "but , 
alio by the rife of all orders of men beneath 
them, through the improvements of indtiftry; 
and the mcreafe of wealth ? What advantage 
may not be gained, from; the clergy** having 
become the chief depositaries of general fearn* 
ing, now that the attention 4nd efforts 0$ all 
moil all other men are devoted to commerce a- 
lone ? Do not our universities borrow many of 
their faireft ornaments from the church?. And 
what glory may not bd won in that field of dif* 
tin&ion (o lately opened to the learned of this 
country, I mean 'composition, and "the art of 
writing} where the whole range of fcience is 
before them, where there are laurels enough to 
fatisfy the moft ardent ambition of literary 
fame? It is here, ye rifing hopes of our jeru- 
falem I my younger friends, who are fiill can- 
didates for the miniftry, who have forfaken'all- 
to follow this ungainful profefjioh ; it is here 
that you rriuft look for your rewards in this 
world. Here you will find objefts fuited' to 
jpour taftes 5 here you will perceive a ffiining^ 
VOL. II. C ' path 
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pafh to repwatioife that wiU anfwer the d^ftre 
o£ your hearts : for admiratiop is the paffipo of 
young and generous minds j and the love of 
diftinftion is predominant with the youth of 
genius, far above the love of wealth; It were 
indeed happy, if, by our regulations, and our 
ownconduft, we could make it a mark' of dit 
tinftion to be admitted of Our order. 

It might now be expefted that I fhould ad* 
drefs myfelf to the reft of my audience, and of* 
fer fomc apology to them for having made, 
what they "may think, an encomium on my own 
order 5 an encomium to which they may alledge 
they are bound to pay but litde regard. All 
that I fhall fay is, that an unjuft panegyric is 
the fevereft fatire. But if the view I have gi-. 
ven of the conftitution of this church be true* 
J have not improperly followed the Pfalmift's 
advice, to walk about Zion, to tell her towers* 
ip rflaffi well her bulwarks , and conjider her pa- 
laces % that ye may tell it to the generation follow- 
ing \ that you mayimprefs on your own mind* 
a fenfe of the excellent ehurch-governmen* 
y6u are under, and may inculcate on your chil- 
dren and pofterity, a juft efteem of thofe who 
have the charge of your fouls, who have not 
dominion over yourfaith^ but are helpers of your 
joy. 

Let us then join together in' fervent prayer 
to the King and Head of his church, who hath 
not only fenced her with towers and with bul- 
warks, and adorned her with palaces, but hath 

m*dc 
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made her all glorious within, that he would bids 
all his own divine inftitutions, to the falvation 
of men, and the glory of hir kingdom; and 
that whatever he hath left us to devife for the 
- fake of peace and good order, may, through 
him who alone infpireth with wifdotri, conduce 
to the fame great ends ; that our Jerufalem may 
always have profperity, and that the gates of 
hell may never prevail againft her. Amen* 
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John i. 14- 

We beheld his glory % the gtory as of the onty be* 
\ gotten of the Father yfull of grace and truth. 

^Hat the bulk of mankind call glory* 
" \is an empty hlaze, of no intrinfic dig- 
nity, and of no confiderable duration. A 
truly great man is apt to look down op this 
phantom, as a thing beneath his ambition* It 
was held in perfect contempt by him, who was 
Cke mdtt perfeft model or greatnefs and gob4- 
nefs that the human race ever (aw. He affett- 
ed no fhowy appearance, he deipifed thofc 
ornaments which make their court to the ima- 
gination. He ftudied a more fubftantial thing, 
contenting himielf with the filent charms of 
goodnefs and truth. Thefe he difplayed with 
an inimitable luiftre : in thefe he placed his 
glory. 

This defcrjption of Chrift is given by- one 
who' attended his perfon, who heard him preach* 
and who faw him live. This man, as well as 
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bis brethren* fqpa .difcerned 4 drsine .foul ia 
his Matter, under the veil of outward obfeu- 
rky 1 and dairy feafted on the contemplation of 
that liberal goodneftj which he fW pouring 
out favours fo freely on all denominations of 
people. 

How emphatically does John begin the hi* 
ftory.of the Meffiah ! He begins with admiring 
him in a point of view vulgar minds fcejn leaft 
dilpofed to admire. He admires his tnordl 
chara&er : he admires his goodnefs, vera- 
city, and mercy. Though thefe are' quali- 
ties, -in which the mean may have their ihare, 
as well as the great ; yet the Evan gelift looked 
on thefe as the nobleft ftrokes in the whole 
tha^aftor of our Redeenier. The moft pomp- 
ous exertions of power difappear where > theft 
better endowments ihine* In a word, they re* 
fie^l fo genuine a fplendor, that every other 
glory dies away in their prefence. There can be 
no need of any apology for ehufing this pafl- 
fage as a proper fubjeft for the exercife of this 
day. As we are the fervants and minifters of 
Chrift, paftors in the hpufe of God, under the 
Great Shepherd and Bifliop of foul$ ; it readily 
occurred, that a difcourfe of this nature, plan-, 
njng out his life, or fome of its principal fea- 
tures, coilld not but fuit this occafion well. To 
reprefent what, our Matter actually was 9 is- 
ferely the beft way of jnftrufting us what wd 
ought to be. 

In handling this fubjett, it is propofed* 
through divine afliftanee,, 
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j . » i . .To explain what is'' meant by grace* and 
-wfcartyitrertk; ' «•' - * '*"•' - t 
: 2C To\*bew that ' ihtfc two Jo coojtoftion 
formed tte cbaradter of the Mfcfliah. " - 
'-. j ^/lliatwher^tPiitbaAAgoodftcfsare united, 
there is a character of true glory, 

, I. We ftialt briefly illuftrate what is meant 
by grace, and What 1 bjr truth.- Thfe fefcmS to 
-be given as the charaderiftic by wnith the re- 

. -Kgkfn oi Jefeis is diftirifgfrifhed from that efta- 
<blifhed by Mofes ': « The law was give** by 
," Mofes, but grace and truth came by Jefus 
>« Chrift*. M It isftyied £ w*>being a difpenfa- 
-tion of mercy, fraught with gracious offers, pfo- 
-pdunded on ealy and gracious terms ; Truths 
bec'aufe it exhibits tfce true life and real fub- 
zftance of thofe anciea* type* <whkh took place 
■under, the law. But we have no intention to 
confider thefe words in a relative view to any 
•former oecono«>y: we fhall take them in this. 

. -one fingle light* as a perfonal charafler. of 
Chrift, exhibiting two of the raoft amiable qua* 
lines that can be fcppofed to enter into the de- 
finition of merit. x * 
i. Grace at firft hearing would feem to con- 
vey the idea of fomething more than goodnefs 
in general. They 'are diftingui&ed, not by 
their nature,, for they are e&ntially one and the 
feme dWpofitioci > but by the ftate of the object. 
Goodnefs in a certain circumftance, and whea 
exercifed on' beings of a certain complexion, is 
grace. Goodnefs toward the unworthy and the 

' * Jobtt. i. ij* ' * 

injurious^ 
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kyurioas, toward apdftate and degenerate be- 
ings, in whofe behaviourthere is no Attraction, 
no merit, nothing to claim or invke the opera- 
tions of gobdnefs j I fey, when goodnefr is 
thus circtnnftantiated, it fails under the parti- 
cular denomination of grace. It may be term- 
ed grace, to intimate how free and uirdeferved 
it is- This, for the moft part, feems to be At 
eftabiifhed notion of the word ^ whether as £p* 
pliectto God,.or as applied to our Lord: a Bjr 
^grace are yefaved *•$* *. e. by the foveretgn 
. ptercyof God; mercy not allured by worth, 
nor foliated by the fidelity of thofe on whom 
. it was exercifed. "The grace of God that 
>' bringeth fal vation hath appeared to all menf :* 
The grace of God, i. e. his gratuitous love, hath 
{hone toward them on whofe fide there was no- 
thing todeferve fo kind ah interpofition. In Eke 
* manner are we to underftand the word graces 
. when applied to bur Lord, u Ye know the grace 
.• •_* of our Lord Jefus Chrift, thattho^he was rich t 
4€ yet for our fake he became poor, that we 
".thro'his poverty, might become richf." By the 
word grace is here denoted, that fublime gene* 
rofity pf the Son of God, which moved him to 
undertake the human redemption, and to em- 
brace chearfully the moft forbidding fteps fiib- 
iervient to it * that unparallelled kindnefs 
which determined him to leave his pre-exiftent 
glory a&d happinefsj -to pitch his tabernacle 
. with men, that he might teach them truth and 
goodhefs by his life, expiate fin by his death, 
and finaily inftal themMn poffeffion of immor- 

• Eph. ii. S, f Tit. iL n. \ a Cor. viii. p. 

talityj 
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tality v ( that heroic benignity which induced 
biya to aft fo generous a, part, by which ,he ufed . 
Kith the utmoft tendernefs ail he converfed with) 
ftn\ied at the infirmities; of his friends, forgave . 
the malice o£ his enemies,; and expired in a g£? » 
nerous prayer for their pardon : I fay, it was 
^hishfroic good-will, fo free and unmerited* . 
that charmed the- JJvangelift, e^cjted his admir 
ration of Jefus, and fixed his whple foul to the 
cpnfcemplatif n, of fo heavenly a chara&er. ; 

su Having explained what is meant here by 
grace, .1 proceed to illuftrate what is denoted bj f 
'truth. Truth may not improperly be diftin- 
guifhed into the following branches: truth 
w^th regard to opinion or doctrine, truth with 
regard to profeffion, and truth with regard t0 . 
aft ion or cpnduft. 

Truth with regard to opinion or doctrine, i** 
when our notions anfwer to things, when ou*. 
opinions coincide with the life, and whenjhere is ., 
fomething in nature with which our ideas may 
be faid to quadrate and cone (pond. To ap* ,. 
ply this to our Lord, is to fay, that all the doc- . 
trines he taught were truths ftriftly fo called & 
the dictates of unerring wifdom, flowing fronf 
the Father of lights, the great fountain of truth* 
wjth whom is no deception, nor any poffibility 
o£ error. N 

Truth, with regard to profeffion, is when our 
fpecious appearances are of a piecewith pur in- 
ward complexion, 

.This kind of truth takes place in that man 
who fpeaks his real fentiments, and fays no- 

, .. thing 
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thing on any occafion but what his confciencc 
dilates ; who abhors diffimulation, and hates st 
lie as the fouleft reproach that can be thrown 
upon human nature; who abominates all dif- 
tindtions between a pubKc confcience and pri- 
vate ; whpfe behaviour above board is an au- 
thentic copy of his heart ; the man in whom e- 
very fhow of devotion to God, every fhow of 
kindnefe to men, every fhow of zeal againft 
vice, is derived from thofe parts whofe fenfa- 
tions God only can found. This acceptation 
of truth commonly goes under the name of 

fincerity\ it is a fo\mdation-virtue, a virtue of 
the nobleft kind, highly ornamental to every foul ' 
whpre it refides, To apply this to our Lord, is to 
fay, there was a perfett harmony between what 

. he really was, and what he putwardty profefled * 
to be. He profefled te be a friend to all. kinds 
of virtue, . an enemy to all kinds of vice, an e- 
nemy to avarice and deceit, to malice and cru- ' 
city, to formality and fiiperftition, to dark en-* 
thiifiafm, and hbllow hypocrisy j all this he pro- ' 
fcfled ; aQ this he appeared to be ; to fay, there- ' 
fore, he was foil of truth, is at lcaft' to affirm, 
that thefe goodly profeilions did perfeftly corre- 
fpond with his unfeen djfpofitions. 

Laft of all on this part of our fubjeft, there 
is truth with regard to action, pr conduit ; as ' 
when' we fay a tnan is true to his charge^ true 
to the office and charafter with which he is 
vjefted. This acceptation of truth takes place 
in that man, wh<? inviolately adheres tQ what 
he engages \ "whofe attachment to his duty nei- 
ther 
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ther the charms of gain nor the fear of lofe 
can diflblve 5 who faithfully endeavours to ex* 
ccute that part which he lawfully affumed to 
himfelf j or which may be affigned him by a pro- 
per cOnftitucnt, or which his condition may call 
for, and which God and the world are intitled 
to at his hand ; the man whom no temptation 
can bias to the fide of diihonefty, from whofe 
eyes no vail can hide the. blacknefi' of treat 
chery, andto^whofe foul nothing that is bafe 
can find an avenue, though under the mafic of 
prudence and intereft. This is the man of 
truth: he is true to his duty, true to his am* 
Jcience, true to the part of a reafonable. and re* 
Mgious agent* To apply thte to our Lord, is 
10 fay, that he faithfully dtfeharged every part 
<frf that great fuoftioa which had been affigned 
him by the Parent of nature. ' -• 

• Thus-Phave briefly explained what is meant 
here by grace, and what by truth Theft ait 
comprehensive qualifications * it may be faid* 
they aife the j^mi of moral excellencies, is thrif 
contain within them the united beauties -df ho*- 
Imefs and candour, of charity, mercy, * and 
friendfhip. But, in this degenerate world, how* 
few are there who, in life, can make pretenfio* 
to them I and as to thofe few who 1 may be faid, 
im fome degree, to pofiefs them* how lame at 
beflr ape their exertions of goodnefs and can* 
dour'! .One indeed .there was, who pra&ifed 
them in perfection 5 whole* foul both grace and 
truth, in their fulleffi luftre, combined to en* 
•able. ... 

11. Th** 
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II. This brings riic to the fecrond thing that 
was proppfed * to ihe w, That thefe two in con* 
junction formed the chara&er of the Meffiah. * 
. i) He was full of grace. He came into the 
world upon the mod gracious errand: " Fov 
«« this purpofe was the Son of God raanifeftedj 
". that he might. deftroy the works of the dc* 
** vil *;" that he might refine human nature* 
that he might reftore man to. the image of God§ 
and put him into a new connection with the 
faurce of his being and happinefs. As he came 
into .the world on the moft falutary defign, h$ 
gave an unremitting attention to it; His whole 
life was one uniform profecution of the moft 
benevolent plan. . 

. The laws he gave, the leffons he taught, all 
(poke him to be the friend of man. I know not 
one precept, or one inftruftion, he ever deliver* 
<d, but. what tended to make men more virtu** 
eus, more happy, more in love with God* 
more in love with each other, fuperior to a,vat 
fke, fuperior to envy, fuperior to all the low 
influences q£ a periihing world. He pronoun- 
ced the moA gracious laws in the moft gracious 
manner ; he enforced them by tbe moft gra* 
cious aiotive? ; fox the moft . part he chufect 
yromife rather than threatening, being moft 
adapted to; win the heart, and operate on the 
ibfter movements of human nature. Thus wg 
may fay, he was full of. grace in the capacity of 
% teacher.aad legislator. . . . 

Of the fame precift {lamp were all the ac- 

• 1 John iii. 9. ' 

. tions 



36 The Charade!" of Chrift. • Ser. 2. 

lions he' daily performed. His whole entire 
, life, his fteady arid habitual conduit, carried 
the moft lively charafters of fympathy.arid fa-_ 
▼bur imprinted upon it: he went always about 
doing good : he fpent his life, not in fruitlefe 
endeavours, but in effectual good offices, in 
the higheft degree beneficial to the fouk and 
bodies of men. In him every other quality ini- 
niftered to goodnefs, he made all the pomp of' 
power a fervant to mercy, and feldom or never 
exerted any fhowy endowment, but in order to 
gratify the impulfes of l6ve : e. g. he caft<oUt 
devils, and relieved an infinite number of poor 
wretches from their domination ; he made the 
fick whole, the blind to fee, the deaf to hear, 
and the lame to walk ; nay, • he made the dead . 
to rife, and re-eftabliihed the vital union be- 
tween foul and body after it had been diffolved;- 
Thefe things he performed; not once or twicer 
or a limited number of times*: his ddeds'of this- 
kind Were £3 numerous, and furpaffed all com- 
putation fo infinitely,, that this Evangelift tffefr * 
an hyperbolical figure to exjn-efs the multipli- 
city of them *; - ' •■'' 
- As his daily and cGnftant walk carried -the* 
law of lrindnefe' ftamped upon it; fo did his be- 
haviour, on every particular emergency, breathe 
an uncommon ; benignity of fpirh : g. g. how- 
full of lenity was his conference with the Sama- 
ritan woman, whom he accidentally met at the 
well ! Inftead of harfhly upbraiding that perfon| 

•John xxt is. ; . . ^ 

y-t ' or 
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?©r expojing her crimes in the fevere colour) 
'tliey might have deferved 5 he barely puts her 
"in mind of what fhe had been, without feemiqg 
-to have any intention but to afcertain his pro- 
phetical character, and difyofe her to a belief of 
Tiis million from God ; alter which he proceeds, , 
with great 'condefcennon, to (hew her the mil- 
takes fixe laboured under, to inftrucl her in the - 
effence of piety, and lead her out of -thefe emp- 
ty forms on wh ich Die laid the ftrefs of religion. 
How benign was his anfwer to thofe difciples? 
who, boiling with refentment agahift the people 
of Samaria, Tvere for commanding i5r-e from 
Tieaven, as had been done of old by Elijah, to 
confume thofe wretches who had the ftubborn-' 
nefs to deny the Son of God that reception- 
which all the fons of men are intitled to ! His 
anfwer was full of grace, becoming the meek- 
nefs of the Lamb, who came to fave, not to 
<leftroy men,* lives. When certain of the dif- 
cipies thought proper, out of fome kind of 
peevHhnefs, to check parents for bringing their 
children to Chrift, looking upon it as an ill- 
timed -moleftation, or as too familiar an imru- 
fion upon fo facred a prefence 4 howgraciouf- 
Iy does he interpofe to -encourage that free- 
dom 1 u Suffer little children to come unto 
*« me, and forbid them not **\ With what ten- 
dernefs does he embrace thefe living picTures of 
innocence ! recommending their temper as an 
emblem of heaven, near akin to the fta<e ©f the 
bleffed. 

• Matth. xix. 13. 14. 

Vol. II. D It 
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It may be con/idered as a remarkable in- 
stance of his liberal Tpirit, and as announcing a 
friendship eafy, open, and generous, neither 
loured with pharifaical pride, nor fettered with 
any kind of monkilh au&erity, that he conde- 
scended to be one of the guefts'at a marriage ta 
Cana ; when, inftead of ufing his prefence as a 

r lordly reftrakit, he gave free vent to the focial 
mind, fetting no other bounds to himfelf but fo- 
briety $ nay, he thought it no proftitution of 

'his almighty power, to beftow the grft fruits 
of his miracles on that chearful occafion, as if 
he had "chufed to animate the company when 
they teemed to be well animated already. 

Our Lord being, invited by one of the chief 
of the Pharifces to cat in his houfe, was pleafed 
to give him an admonition very expreffive <>f 
that humanity which at all times aduated his 
foul. cC When thou makeft a dinner or a fup- 
» c per," fays Chrift, " call not thy friends, por 
*« thy brethren, nor thy kinfmen, nor thy rich 
« c neighbours; left they alfo bid thee again, and* 

' €C recomperice be made thee : but call the poor, 
" the maimed, the lame, and the blind ; and 
"thou {halt bebleffed; for they cannot re* 
€< compenfe thee *, for thou flialt be recoippen- 
" fed at the refurre&ion of the juft *." No 
body will fuppofe our Saviour intended that 
his words, in the letter of them, (hould be ob* 
ferved. He can only mean to inculcate a well 

: condufted beneficende toward the poor.. Men 
ftiould not fuflfer luxury to prey on the vitals 

• Liikoir, U^c. 

Of 
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of charity, or to wafte the funds which enable 
them to. do charitable things* The expenee 
which the rich bpftow'on entertaining the rich 
ought, according to our Saviour^ mind ,to be ra- 
ther laid out in the channel of a wife liberality* 
Tho* they cannot invite the poor, the lame, and 
the blind, to their table,* yet they car*, and they 
ought to do things as conducive to their fup- - 
port, as if they did literally invite them. This 
is a rational fubfthution i and though it may be 
a departure from the Utter, it is fuch a proper**, 
adhcrence^to the fpirit of our Redeemer's ad- 
vice, as will, through his merits,, procure us a 
recompense at. the refurreftion of the juft. 

.1 know not a ftronger inftanee of that good- 
»ei$ of heart r which may juftly be faid tQ have 
chara&erifed our Lend, than what is recorded 
in the 13th chapter of Luke. Some in the 
audience thought fit to. mention to him thofe 
Gallileaas whom the Roman governor had but- 
chered, at the time they were engaged in facri- 
Jcing to God \ likewife the eighteen Jews who- 
were cruflied to death by the tower of Sifoam 
. ladling' upon them. They who told him thi* 
piece of melancholy news, do not feem to have 
had the moil favourable opinion of the poor 
men who fe'f site was fo tragical: perhaps, from 
fofevere and fo uncommon a providence, they 
thought themfclves authorifed to infer fome 
uncommon demerit, . But did Jefas Chrift fall 
in with their way of thinking ? No : he took 
that opportunity to chaftiie, with great majeftyy 
every fuch ill-natured commentator on the 
D z providence 
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providence of Go<L He fummoned. men to- 
call home their reflections, and to turn their 
eye rather inward upon them/elves^ than out- 
ward upon the mifconducl of others. w Slip- s 
* f pofe ye,"* iiiys he," that the,fe were finners 
"** above all the men that dwell in Jerufalem,. 
* becaufe they fuffered fuch things ? I tell you,. 
*** Nay : but except ye repent, ye lhall all like- 
"wife penHi." As if he had faid^ " Let ye a- 
** lone the adminiftration of God,, and meddle 
" not with: the fecret reafons by which infinite. 
44 wifdom condu&eth itfelf : this is a depth. 
" not to be. founded by the line of your under* 
" ftanding. Neither meddle ye with the charac- 
1 ter or ftate of your, brethren.; efpecially af- 
41 ter they are removed: from human cogni- 
a fance: leave it to an, higher hand to pro* 
u nounce what, they are, to calculate their guite^ 
" and. to. proportion their puflHhment. Judge. 
u charitably of tbem^ but be folkitous for your- 
''/elves : take ye care fo *d behave as you may.. 
u not fall by a fimilar judgement; or one more 
" tremendous :" A divine instruction this, 
worthy to come from fuch an inftr.u£tor. — ■— 
Theft few inftances* and. innumerable more of : 
the like nature might be adduced, are fufficL- 
ent to fhow what a peculiar benignity of foul* 
our Saviour breathed, not only in his habitual* 
conduct, .but alfo on every particular emergency 
that prefented itfelf. 

If his daily actions manifested a moil gracious. 
IJiirit, were not his fufferings a yet ftrongeu^ 
evidence of it ?. D.d not his. death proclaim a> 

loudi 
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loud how earneftiy he defired the bapjynefs of 
reen ? — —Some friends there are among men, 
-who thinfc it fuf&cient to wijb well,, without de~ 
if ending to a&ion. Some friends tbere are* 
who can go fome length too ia« action \ but as to* 
the affaip offofferingi this they cannot> fo eafilf 
brook. But here is a friend; that went the: 
greateft peffiMe lengthy not only m -wijbing. 
well,, but alfoin doing good ; not only in doing 
good, butaifo in fiifikring evil.' I* may well be- 
faid, he was fall of grace ; when he gave his life 
a ranfom for- many ^ when he died for all, the 
juft for the unjufr, that he might bring us tov 
God ; that he might lay the foundation of a 
gracious covenant; by virtue of which, peace,. 
3*d life, and all gracious privileges, are difpea* 
fed on the eafieft Jtnd moft gracious termsi 

If, along with pur Saviour's death,, we take 
into the account his conduct toward thofe who* 
pat him to death, his noble mediation with- 
heaven in their behalf *. this will appear as 
oonfemmat? a ftroke of generality as can be 
figured by the imagination of man. We are 
charmed with thofe great men of antiquity,. 
who returned tjie worfk u&ge with bene-' 
yplent dfeedsi Ariftides, and fome others,, 
were banifhed by their country, after they had* 
ferved her with fidelity. But how nobly did' 
tfcey behave under fo provoking a trial ! It was 
not In the power of any injury to diflblve theiiv 
a^aebment; to. the,good.of the public. Tfrey{ 
forgave their fellow -citizens ; and prayed the: 
gods to avert every fuch calamity as might oci 

' " ; • D* 3. cafioitf. 
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cafion them to need a fecond*tiine the fcrvices they 
had fo ill rewarded. This was truly great, far . 
Superior to the &zc of the vulgar, only tp be 
/bund in the foul of an Ariftides, or foch kind 1 
of nien. — —But how far fhort does this come 
of the inftance before us- ! — Hete'is the Son of 
God, at the ihftigatibn of 1 his countrymen-, nail* 
ed to a crofs j fuffering extreme torment of bo- 
dy, and extreme dejeftion*of "mind*;- reproach* 
from men, defertibn from God; as if earth, and* 
hell, and heaven*, had all confpired to fink the 
innocent, and r give the righteous the lot of the- 
wicked :• yet behold, this manr, in the height of 
a gony, pleads the caufe of his- murderers,^ andri 
makes the beft apology for the blackeft action) 
that ever was or will* be committed: There is* 
furely nothing to match- this- in the whole hi— 
ftoryof man. The human mind wants ftrengtfr 
to admire, let' alone to a#upto fo heroic a* 
model : " Then, faid Jefus, Father forgive? 
€c them ; for they know not what they dcf* **.. 
Ihftances of' ChrifrV divine fpirk occur with- 
out number. I fhall mention* one memorable- 
circumftance more : While the blefled Jefus*- 
hung on the accurfed tree, bleeding to deaths 
there was an object there prefent who attracted* 
his pious attention, and* whom he recommend- 
ed to the care and' humanity of John* h> €ir- 
cunlftances when he himfetf could not but feel* 
excruciating pain,, he then felt for his- mothers 
His feelings were real. To have a doubt ofc 

• Luke xiiii. 34* 
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tfife re fmpoffible- It is not the way of ^ying* 
people to counterfeit: they are them/elves a* 
that juntture ; they bring forth their true fen- 
tifeents, having then no idea of acting an aflu- 

jned or fpurious part. So much for the firft 

branch of our Saviour's character : He was- - 
ftill o£ grace- 
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Thfc Subje& continued. 

Joaw i; r* 

We Beheld his gfory r the glory as of* the only be-> 
gotten of the Father y full of grace and truth. 

HA vtn G, inthe former difcourfe, attempted? 
to handle the firft branch of our Savi-r 
our's chara&er, we now proceed to treat of the* 
fecond : He was full of truth. Truth we diftin- 
guifhed into three branches j.truth with regard to* 
opinion or do&rine, truth with regard to pro- 
feffion, truth with regard to action or conduct 
All thefe our Lord unqueftionably poflcfled in> 
the higheft degree. 

The doctrines he taught were all truths inahe? 
ftrifteft fenfe of the word* As to thofe prin> 
cfples in which the religion of Chriftmay be 
faid to coincide with the religion of nature,, 
they come authenticated*, if I may fo fpeak, by 
the feal of reason* and by the incorrupted dic- 
tates of confcience. 

As to thofe principles which are of a fiipe— 
rior nature, and: which lie beyond the inveftiga^ 
tion of huniaadifcernmenti they come attefted^ 
by innumerable miracles, fuch as fpoke aloud 
the interpofitioh of God, and carried his finger 

• This and the former lermon were delivered at once;: 
trot a paufe was thought rei|tiifite hew, and therefore it it 
dmded into two. 

wrote 
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wrote upon them. in' legible characters. There." 
was therefore the purity of truth, in blithe doc- 
trines he taught,, whether fuch as are fuppofed 
to be comprehended within the fphere of na- 
ture's light, or fuch as ftem to boaft an higher 
extraction* 

To fuch as perufe the gofpel with proper at^ 
tendon, Jefus Chrift mud appear to be one o£ 
thofe teachers,, who love to fay things w£iich. 
are true, not barely things which are pleajant ;/ 
and whofe aim it is. to inftruit and reform, not 
to blandifh or footh the corruptions of men. 
However fond the people might be of a pomp- 
ous wbrfhip, and of external fhow in religious 
fervice, the faithful' and true nuitncfs dictates 
that fort of worfliip, which is. mo ft agreeable to. 
the natur.e % and therefore moft acceptable to> 
the willfOf the Deity : ** God is a fpirit, ancL 
«f they who wqrihip him* muft worfliip him ia* 
w fpirit and in truth.*." 

The Jews, efpecially the Pharifees and 
icribes, were fo fupcrftitioufly wedded to cere- 
monial duties, that they laid the great burden, 
of religion there \ but we find Jefus Chrift,. 
vith an honefty and with a dignity becomings 
nimfelif, always rev.erfipg their doctrine. H* 
denounces a woe upon, them who pay tithes of. 
mint, and cummin,., and anife, while they, 
neglect the weightier matters of the. law, judge- 
ment, mercy, faith, and the love of God f> 
lie gave them to. underftand,, that all things \p 

* John iv. 24. - f Matth. xxiii. 13. ; Luke xi. 41. 
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religion are not of equal importance. Some du- % 
ties are only the Fcaffold to goodnefs, the mere 
ladder by which we afcead to •intrinfic and 
eflential worth. How emphatically does he 
diftinguifti the two ! Thefe, fays he, ye ought to 
have done* meaning the moral, and not to leave 
the other undone, meaning the ceremonial du- 
ties. 

In the fixth chapter' of Matthew, where he 
is difcourfing, on the duties of prayer, fafting,. 
and giving of alms, with what earneftnefs does 
he caution his hearers again ft ©ftentajtion, gri- 
mace, and formality 2 how folicitous is the 
Son of God that people fhould mind xht inter- 
W/part of all duties, as that which cen&itutes 
their efience before the eye of Ommfdojice 1 
4k When thou doft: thine alms," fays he, ".do* 
*• not found a trumpet before thee* as the hy- 
*• pocrites do, that they may have glory of me«v 
fl Verily I fay unto you, they have their re>- 
* ward. But when thou* doft alms, Jet not thy 
•Vteft hand know what thy right hand doth; 
** let thine almS be in fecret, and thy Father" 
4f who feeth in fecret, feall reward thee open~ 
41 ly. — When/tho&prayeft,?— entej into- thy clo- 
" fet: — Pray to thy Father in fecret. Moreover* 
r * when /e faftj be not as the hypocrites, of a. 
"fed countenance : wafli thy face,- and anoint 
-** thine head, that thou appear-not unto men 
■t** to faft, bm unto thy Father who is-fecrcu"" 
Is not this fpeaking like one who in all things- 
^as attached to trutfi r and who confidercd-, that 
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the fearcher of the heart, regardlefs of outward 
appearance, takes 1 the character of men fron^ 
the infide, and not from the furface. It wa* 
candour that made our Saviour applaud the 
Roman centurion at the expericc of his ow,n 
nation : u Verily I fay unto you, that I haye 
*« not found fo great faith, no not in IfraeJ,* 
The fame principle made him fubjoia that ge- 
nerous do&rioe, though he well knew hoyr 
fliockiBg it was to the narrow heart of the 
Jews : " Verily I fay unto you, that many 
44 ihall come from the eaft, and weft, and {hall 
** fit down with Abraham in the kingdom pf 
" God *." We find, the blefled Jefus, with 
unwearied importunity, ibliciting all (for his 
good- will was no party affection, it was large 
and difiuiive as human nature) to accept the 
offer of life at his hand : <c Come unto me, all 
** ye that labour, and are heavy laden,, and, I 
*« will give you reft f. w — " Jefus ftood and 
** cried, If any man thirft, let him come to -me, 
* € and drink %"- — *•« Ye -will apt come to me 9 
*« that ye might have life fl." As .a proof that 
he wa&ftncere in thefe folkitatioas, we.find him 
Shedding tears for the obftmacy of men*: 
€i When he was come near, he beheld the city, 
• *' and wept over it, faying, If thou hadft known, 
«* even thou, at leaft in this thy day, the things 
" which belong to thy peaces but now they are 
" hid from thine eyes ***" How intent at all 

• Matth. viii, to, if. ,. f . Match, xu *•. f 4 Jobn vii. jf* 
,| Joh* it. 49. ™ Luke kl*. 4*. +». 
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ttimes was the Son of God on lifting the. fouls 
of men from grovelling purfuits to obje'fts of 
True value, defervmg man's heart, meritorious 

'of l>is warmeft affectionl He befeecues them 
to " feek the kingdom of God in the firtt 
""place, and the righteoumefs thereof ; — to 
<% hunger after righteoufnefs 4 — to layup trea- 
*' fures inlieaven, not on -the earth j — to la- 

' u bour for that meat which endurerh to ever- 
€C IafFing life." Wtteo a certain perfon applied 
to Chrift, arfking him to fpeak to*h*s brother, 
that he might divide the inheritance with him, 
his anfwer is altogether in the fpirit of can- 
dour} and Shewed that he •wanted not to meddle 
with the temporalities -of men, but to rectify 
their difpofithns. " Mm*;" fays lie, c< who 
€( made me a judge or a divider over you? — Take 
<c heed, and beware of covetoufnefe: for a -man's 
••' life confifteth not *n the abundance -of tlje 
u things which he poffefleth *'\ — -A precious 
fehtiment: that is, the true enjoyment and fe- 
licity of man's life, confifteth nol in his out- 
ward pofleffions, nor in the extenfive quantity 
of them, fcut in things of a very different and 
-fuperior quality, in the practice of iiis duty, in 
the approbation -of iiis conscience, and In the 
fmiles of that -Being towhofe domination con- 
fcience is fubjtfcT:. Thefe we the true (laniard 
by which man's life,- ™ 'its moft proper accep- 
tation, Ought to be eftiroated. 

When our Lord performed his wonders,* it 
is generally noticed, that he was moved, that he 
• Luke iti. 14* ij. 
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had compaffion, that he was moved with com> 
paffion*. The word is remarkably nervous^ 
his bowels f were agitated. At *he grave of La- 
zarus, it is faid, that he groaned in fpirit, he 
was troubled, he wept. When he faw the 
funeral proceffion of the widow of Nain's fon, 
it is faid, he had compajjfqn on her, arid faid 
"Wto her, *< Weep not %"— Jefus called his dip- 
ciplesto him, and faid, ,c I have compaffion oa 
<€ the multitude, (or, my heart feels for them), • 
€ * becaufe they continue with me now three, 
*« days, and have nothing to eat : I will not 
<c fend them away empty, left they faint in the^ 
* c way |!" So that his miracles are constantly 
attributed to a companionate heart. Nqw, oh 
what pretence can any call in queftion the Jin- 
cerity of his compaffion ? What .man ever gave, 
or ever was capable of giving fuch effectual 
proofs of an unfeigned good-will ? Indeed, 
when men pretend to wifh well, without mani- ; 
fefting it by any proper exertion, and without 
putting themfelves to any coft or trouble about 
it, we juilly reckon it to be a pretence^ and no 
more. But when they are careful to fhow thefr 
good -will by good deeds, as far as their cir- 
cumftances permit, we then require no fur- 
ther evidence of their being fincere. This evi- 
dence our Lord exhibited in the higheft degree : 
his whole life was like one piece of beneficence; 
what elfe made he his daily bufinefs, but todif-; 
' fufe felicity, through the fouls and bodies of 

• Matth. xiv 14. 15. 3*.' \ ZTrxayxw** t Luke ▼». xy 
I Match, xv. 3*, 

Vx)L. II. % thofe 
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thofe whofe nature he bad afliimed ? He who 
taught this ftiblime leflbn, " It is more blefled 
*f to give than to receive *," was undoubtedly 
blefled with that giving fpirit which he recom- 
mended ♦. It muft have been in ib&Jince- 
rity of his foul, that (( he went about doing 
*' good." He felt, that to give is like the fe- 
licity of God, whereas to receive is but the hap- 
pinefs of a dependent an<tf indigent being. 

As to Chrifi's profeflions of piety toward his 
Father, it is iojpofiible to doubt xhtjincerity of 
them. His acts of devotion were attended with 
a certain circumftance, which, in the common 
cftimation of mankind, is always thought to 
ftand in connexion with candour. Secrecy is 
the circumftance I mean. We read of innume- 
rable afts of piety pur Lord daily performed ; 
at the fame time, it is noticed, that he retired. 
He chufed to be alone in his . intercourfes with 
the Parent of fouls. This never was, and ne- 
ver will be the manner pf hypocrites.: they 
want to be fecn, they want to be heard 5 they 
feek to alarm the eyes of the multitude, and to 
captivate the applaufe of the inconfiderate 

mob. 

On what colour of foundation can any per- 
fon alledge, that Chrift's profeflions of piety 
were feigned? Were thefe devotions whichi it 
may be faid, he.breathed every moment, all ar- 
tificial ? were they, like a loofe garment, poli«* 
tically affumed ? If they were aflumed, he muft 

have 
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Have aimed at fome worldly and political ends } . 
but if ever the human mind was, in any in- 
ftance, fuperior to thefe, the mind of Chrift ' 
was fuperior to them : his devotion, like a ftea- 
dy unextinguiihable fire, accompanied him at 
all times, through all the days of his duration , 
on earth*, and fhone with an uniformity no* 
diflembler was ever able to mimic. It adhered 
to him at his laft moments, when all artifices 
are dropped : nay, it blazed forth with the 
greateft dignity under the deepeft cloud. At 
the dark hour, when he hung on the crofs, 
*wheVi he was about to breathe out his laft, when 
he had none to look to- but Go4;— to God 
he then looked, with fo heroic and fo uncom- 
mon a faith, as demonftrated > that an uncom- 
mon intimacy had pre-exifted between them. 
How pleafantly, and even triumphantly, does 
he deliver up life I '' He {aid, It is finifhed : 
'* and he bowed his head, and gave up the 
,c ghoft * P With what a holy and unfhaken 
confidence does he commend his ipirit into the 
hands of him who is the Father of fpirits f ! 

To mention no more, our Lord did, on all 
occafions, profefs a fteady zeal againft vice and 
unrighteoufnefs ; and wa§ not his behaviour to- 
ward the Pharifees, a demonftration of the 
moft confumm^te uprightnefs ? — The Pharir 
fees were men of great influence. By an art- 
ful addrefs, by the outfide of devotion, and by 
an extreme delicacy in things of no moment 5. 

• Johfi xix. 30. f Luke xxili. 46* 

E 2 they 
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to thisie devoted himfelf with an unwearied- 
zeal. . Nothing could divert his attention from> 
thefe objects, or cool the ardor with which he 
purfued them. He bravely faced every danger 
in purfuit of his duty, and flood the fhock of 
the moft fevere fufferings, with all the firmnefe 
of one, who had no other concern, hut to ap- 
prove himfelf to that Bdflg, whofewffdom and 
goodneft planned the redemption of human 
nature. When he was brought before the fu- 
preme court of the Jews, where the high 
prieft prefided, he was adjured by the living 
God, to tell whether he was the Chrift: his 4 
a^fwer was explicit, <c I am * :" he behaved 
with a magnanimity that fliewed he held the 
bonds of truth inviolably facred $ and that he 
preferred the honeft part to all the impulfes o£ 
felf-prefervation, by which the fortitude of 
numbers hath been overpowered : in like man- 
ner, the Apoftle, (peaking of the confeffion he 
emitted before Pontius Pilate, calls it a good 
eonfeffion f. The word Signifies an honeft or 
honourable eonfeffion, brought forth by an 
integrity that dreaded no confequence. 

In that fublime prayer which our Lord ad- 
dreflcd to his Father a little before he fuffer- 
jed, are thefe remarkable words : u I have glo- 
•'rifled thee on earth.; I have finifhed,the 
*« work thou gaveft me to do : and now, O Fat 
* f ther, glorify thou me with thine own felf ," &c. 
Such language as this never became a human 

• Maikxiv. $1,61- f i-Tim. vi. 13. r»y x«An» o^xoyiau 

mouth 
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mouth but Arx' gw/i. • If any man, from the 
day that God created man on the earth f 
fhould thus jufttfy himfelf, or fay he was fo 
perfect as - this, would not his own confidence 
give him the lie ? How broken is the beft obe- 
dience of the beft fervants of God ! how mixed 
their purity and virtue! many days and hours 
but finfaily fpent. Many like blanks, not filled 
up with any thing that can do them honour* 
or give them peace on reflection. jefus ChrHt, 
and he onfy, could fay, " I have finifiied- the 
•* work thou gaveft me t<r do** They are the 
words of one who was confeious of an untaint~ 
ed fidelity's who knew he had now implement- 
ed his- charge, and done it to fully, that his fer- 
vices were every way commenfurate to the ap- 
pointment* of Heaven.-*- So much for the fe- 
cond thing we propofed to fliew, That the bleff- 
ed Jefus was full of grace, and full of truth ; 
- that thefe two in conjunction formed his cha- 
racter. One would think the bare reprefenta- 
fion of fuch virtues, being fufiicient to man!-* 
feft the dignity of them, might fuperfede the 
toft thing we propofed ; but as it is a matter of 
the greateft importance, we fliall proceed, v 
.1 ' -* 

III. To offer a few things in fupport of thi* 
plain propofition, That where truth and good** 
riefs are united, there is a character of true 
glory, 

i. One evidence of the glory of this charac- 
ter is, that the oppofite is a piece of corifiim- 
mate deformity. Let one fet his imagination* 
t to 
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to work, in order to find put the b&feft of all 
(jkaraftcrs^ and he muft needs land upon this, 
faliehood in conjunction with malice. Hu- 
man nature recoils at the very idea. It is a 
proper description of Satan : it is hell drawa 
Out to the life. 

.2. Truth connefted with goodnefs muff needs* 
Conflitute a glorious character, becarufe they 
$re the fource of dignity to every other endow- 
ment. No other quality is eftimabfe without; 
them. What a forbidding afped have power 
and difcernment, without benevolence and 
candour ! Penetration not circumfcribed by ve«* 
racity, is mere cunning, and can be reckoned 
bo better than vile fraud ai>d deceit. PoweF 
disjoined from goodnefs, is a law left andlken? 
tious fword, infpiring horror, and dealing de- 
ftru&ion among all within its circumference* 
We are afraid of fagacity, we. are afraid o£ 
ftrength, when they ftand alone by themftlves 5, 
but fo foon as we think they are lodged in be-* 
nevdicnt hands, that moment we embrace them? 
with ardor, and rely upon them with confi- 
dence, on account of the kind principle that 
condu&s the exertioa of them. 

3. Truth and goodnefs conjoined give us the 
idea of a fupreme glory, becaufe it is an imita- 
tion of the Supreme Being, in the moft glo- 
rious of all his perfections* Even with refpeft 
to the powers of the earth, does the glory of * 
crowned head* confift in the extent of his powcry 
or in the widenefs of his dominions? No: its. 
confifts in the benevolence and veracity whick 

animate 
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animate his foul j in bis difpofition to make 
thofe happy over whom he prefides, in his fa- 
therly care to protect them, to avert tyranny, 
pppreffion, and every kind of mifery from 
them. And does not the King of the univerfe 
place his glory there too*? u The kingdom o£ 
** of God, (fays the Apoftle), is righteoufnefs, 
" peace, and joy *." Moft remarkable words ! 
Though the heavens and the earth, and all the 
fuloefs of them, are the Lord's j though bis 
empire takes in all worlds, and all nature, to- 
fpeak fo, hang£ on the word of his power \_ yet, 
mere dominion, mere fovereigoty, is not the 
kingdom of the Almighty. It is not what he 
reputeth his kingdom. Weak men, and men of 
daftardly fouls* are fond of power for power's 
iake v -but the greateft of all beings bath other 
ideas of government. The kingdom of God, 
the glory of his kingdom, as be eftimates him- 
felf, is right eoufnefs % peace, and joy. Is not this 
plainly faying, that as truth and goodnefs are 
the grand ipring of his adminiftration 5 fo the 
prevalency of virtue and happinefs among his 
reafonable fubje&s, is the ultimate intention of 
it. 

4. Muft not that be a foHd and genuine 
glory which in fpires a folid and genuine hap*- 
pinefs ? What an eflential difference is there be- 
tween true glory, and that which the^ world 
hath often dignified with that name ? The laft 
is but a falfc oftentation: there is many an un- 

• Romans, xi?. 17. 
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happy man under a fplendid robe, under an il- 
luftrious title, under all the pomp of honour, 
luxury, and power. Could wc look into the 
infide of numbers, whofe outfide, perhaps, is 
magnificent, we fhould find it torn with variety 
of vexatious paflions, dilcontent, jeaioufy* fear * 
. care, anxiety, remorfc. It is, therefore, but a 
mock appearance at beft : it can be reckoned 
no. better than the ghoft of glory and happi- 
nefs \ . they feel unhappinefs within giving the 
lie to the whole glare of external felicity. 
Whereas the glory that {hone round the 
MefBah, is of that kind that makes the pro* 
prietor happy, and diffufes happinefs among 
all within the fphere of its influence . Health 
and peace, every great, and rich, and ami* 
able treafure, are Aire to fpring from this 
fountain. 

5. There is an independency in this fort of 
glory that ftrongty marks the authenticity of 
k. It does not, like the glory of the world, 
hang on the humours of men, or the caprice of 
fortune. Earthly fplendour depends on a thou- 
fand precarious circumftances, which are not 
in the power of the owner, and which the deep- 
eft-laid policy is not able to afcertain. How 
falfe are the fmiles of profperity ! how uncer- 
tain the favour of men ! haw precarious the 
breath pf the mob I how prone to change fides 1 
Rapid fometimes has been the tranfition from 
their applaufe to their reproach and derifion. To- 
day have men been furrounded with alj that 

the 
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the world thinks fplendid, and to-morrow le- 
velled witk the duft, and covered with igno- 
miny V whereas the glory here afcribed to Je- 
ftis, is liable to be affected by no revolution. It 
lies at the mercy of no fortuitous event : it is a 
glory inherent in the foul $ as we do not derive 
it from men* fo neither can men take it from 
vs. 

. 6. The glory here attributed to Chrift muft 
appear to be genuine, in the judgement of every 
confidence mind ; becaufe it ftands every teft ; 
the teft of cool deliberate reflection, the teft 
of friends and foes* the teft of time and eter- 
nity. Sometimes men pay dear for what paf- 
Ses in the world for glory : it is acquired by 
fuch methods as they are forced to condemn 
yon a fcrious review. They fuffer within for 
.the external luftre with which they are clothed. 
But who, at any time, ever felt remorfe for an 
upright and benevolent conduct i What man 
ever recollected deeds of this nature, without 
.being inwardly pleafed ? As they approve them- 
ielves to every man's confeience, fo friends and 
'fqes unite in doing them juftice. Seldom are 
men fo depraved, or fo far divefted of their 
primitive nature, as not to venerate a chara&er 
made up of integrity, friendmip, and mercy. 
There is fomething fo amiable in thefe endow- 
ments, that they extort praife from the very 
people whom they feem to upbraid. How of- 
ten have bad men acknowledged, and with ad- 
miration, the virtues of thofe they were enemies 
to? What an honourable teftimony does Pyrrhus 

King 
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King of Epirus, when at war with the Romans, 
-gave to their general Fabricius ! Fabricius 
had notified to Pyrrhus a perfidious ptet laid 
for- his life. So generous an office from the 
hand of an enemy, melted the King. At read- 
ing the letter of that illuftrious Roman, he ut- 
tered with a kind of rapture, thefe words ; 
4t This is Fabricius. As foon will the fun leave 
*' his courie, as he depart from the road of ho- 
<€ nour and goodnefs." I may appeal to every 
man of fenfe in this audience, if he would not 
prefer an '-encomium like this, and from the 
•mouth of an adversary, to all that luperficiai 
glitter with which the undifcerning are fo apt 
to be charmed. In all ages, and among all na- 
tions of men, hath this charafter been held in 
requeft 5 and it will always be held fo through 
all the different periods of time, fo long as hu- 
man nature is conftituted in the manner it is. 
1 Finally, when time fhall give place to eter- 
nity, this is the irily thing that will be attended 
to by the Deity. No other quality, no other 
endowment, fhall bear any price at his bar ; 
"but in proportion as it operated in • due fubor- 
dination to truth and benevolence. That infi- 
nite Being, who himfelf is endued with an ef- 
fential goodnefs, and a never-failing veracity, 
will be fure to fmile on thofe moral fubjects of 
his, in whom heihall difcern his own image : * 
their reward is with the Lord \ and fuch a re- 
ward as lhall become the King of nature to 
give, and the friends of the King to receive. 

Thus 
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Thus we have endeavoured, as was propo*- 
4ed, to fhow what is meant by grace, and what 
by truth; that thefe two m conjunction formed 
the character of MdHah ; that where truth and 
jgoodnefs meet together, there is a character of 
true glory. It remains, by way of improve- 
ment, that I take the liberty to remind you as 
well as myfelf, of the facred obligations we are 
-under to imitate him' who was full of grace 
and truth. 

i. Let tis ferioufly confider, that we were 
«arly confecrated to him. We are his difciples 
by public profeffion : we have devoted ourfelves 
to him by folemn engagement 5 and many of us 
by the office we bear in his church. Do not 
thefe confiderations loudly call upon us to 
form our lives on the model of bis. If, in the 
Schools of learning among the Pagans and 
Jews, one had lived in contradiction to the 
maxims of the fchool to which he belonged, 
how contemptible muft he have appeared in 
the eyes of an impartial Judge r no lefs con- 
temptible muft we appear, if, amidft our Chri- 
ftian profeffion, or under the facred nefs of 
the ministerial character* we trample upon the 
eflential laws of the Chriftian fchool, and de- 
generate from the life of Our glorious Founder. 
It is eafy for men to profefs 5 but the world 
will take our chara&er from fomething elfe 
than profeffion. The a£Hons of bad men are 
a ftronger proof that they are not Chriftians, 
than their profeffion* can be that they are. 

2. Let us confider that to imitate him who' 
Vol. II. F wa* 
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was full of grace and truth, is the beft method 
•we can take to recommend his religion, and to 
remove all prejudices againft it. Numbers of 
people, inftead of being at the pains to examine 
Chriftianity, are apt to form their ideas of tt 
from the lives of thofewho fay they believe it. 
Were it the fart, that our converfations are be- 
coming the gofpei of Chrift ; that piety, vera- 
city, and mercy, aref interwoven with our ha*» 
bitual conduct ; would not this difpofe the 
world to think well of an inftitution that pro- 
duced fucb amiable effefts ? But when none of 
thefe virtues are to he (een adorning our walk; 
when the oppofkc vices of impiety, injufiice, 
malice, and falfehood, are perceived to mix 
with our daily behaviour \ what a fatal wound 
muft this give to the caufe , pf religion i how 
can the gofpel make prog re fs, when fuch a bar" 
ftands in its way ? what a number of injurious 
reflections muft it occafion to be thrown on the 
worthy name by which we are called ? and yet, 
perhaps, it is not impoffible to find fome zeal* 
ous profeflbrs dealing deep ip thefe vices, as if 
Chrift's religion were only a name ; or as if the 
all-feeing Judge could be impofed upon by gri* 
mace. 

3. Intent (hould all of us he on imitating the 
blcfied Jefus, if it were no more but in confe- 
deration of his kiadnefs to man. Hath he lo- 
ved human nature to that degree which the 
gofpel declares : hath he teftified his love by fo 
cxpenfive an evidence as is there reprefented 5 
#>qi}14 jaot pjir beft cjeftres go forth to meet 

this 



The Chara&er of Chrift. tfj 

this beft of friends * ft is ncedlefs to fay, that 
from love to imitation, there is an eafy tranfi- 
tion. We borrow, almoft- imperceptibly, the 
manners of thefe we have a thorough af&ftiod 
for. 

4. Let us exert ourfelves more and more in 
refembling our Lord, feeing we are furnifhed 
by himfelf with every neceflary aid for that 
purpofe. The frailty of our nature can be no 
apology for neglecting to walk as Chrift walk* 
ed. He hath promifed his holy Spirit, on the 
eafy terms of praying earneflly for it. u A&, 
•* and ye (hall receive ; feek, and ye fhall find v 
'• lenock, and it fhall be opened to you.** 

5. Let us ftrive with all our might to be like: 
our gracious Redeemer ; confidering that this 
is a neceflary and eflential preparation for the 
enjoyment of him. The bleffed pretence of 
Chrift conftitutes the Chriftian paradife. " It 
** is a being for ever with die Lord." From 
this every perfon perteives the neceffity of re- 
fembling him in this world, in order to our de- 
riving happinefs from his company in the world 
tQ come. No agreeable fociety can fubfift be- 
tween thofe wliofe tempers correfpond not 
one to another. We are taught to confider 
heaven as the confummation of a holy and vir* 
tuous temper; there truth ihall reign in its na- 
tive fimplicity : Candour arrives at an invio- 
lable firmnefs : Devotion glows with everlaft- 
ing ardor : Fricndfhip is above fufpicion, and 
knows no interruption to its fidelity. From 
this it follows, that if a man want goodnefs 

F z aa4 
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and truth, he would be out of his efemenfc 
were he in heaven: " If I have not the fpiric 
" of Chrift, I am none of his: w of courfe my. 
being locally with him, though t&at were per- 
mitted, could not render me happy. 

Let us never lofe fight of the great defign of 
the paftoral office 5 which is, that we may be in- 
strumental in diffuiing the Chmftian fpirit, the 
fpirit of love, righteoufnefs, and tcuth \ and in 
keeping it alive on the earth as far as found 
doctrine, and a good example, may contribute^ 
to it. " Let us take heed to ourielves*. and to* 
l \ the flock over which we have been appointed 
tl overfeers." Let us beware of feeding, itr 
may rather be faid cheating) the fouls of men 
with the falfe diet of found and grimace. Let 
us beware of wafting our fire upon forms, or 
upon dark Speculations: let it be rather laid 
out in transcribing the life of the Son of God.. 
Let us fo contemplate the High Prieft of our 
profeffion, as to he changed into the fame i— _ 
mage, from glory to glory. Confcious of our 
own imbecility, let us look to the Rock that is 
higher than we : let us conftantly go on in the. 
ftrength of the Lord, breathing the humility 
he breathed, the meeknefs and devotion ha 
breathed, the goodnefs, integrity, and friend- 
ibip, he breathed \ that when the great viiitation. 
of human nature comes on, we may be found 
of him in peace, and in our proportion (hare the 
dignity with which he is crowned. 

To conclude, u Now are we the fons o£ 
" God:, now are. we. the fervants and miniftcrs. 
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♦• of Chrift ; and itdotfc not yet appear what we 
« c fhall be •, but we know, that when he fhail ap- 
• f pear, we fhall be like him, for we lhall fee him 
iC as he is : " We fhall behold his glory, the 
" glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
• « full of grace and truth. €S The throne 
" of grace and truth, the throne of God 
" and of the Lapab, fhall be there 5 and his 
♦* fervants fhall ferve him ; and they fhall fee 
•* his face; and his name fhall be oathei$ 
"forehead." 
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. The fear of the Divine goodnefs;. 
By John Sco,tl akd* V. D. ML . 

Ho sea, i!k jv 

Jft£zv)ar.d JhalL the, children, of Ifrael return T 
and feek the Lord their God, and David their- 
king, and Jhall fear the Lord, and his goodnefs u 
in the latter days. 

»■ Shall fear the Lardy and his goodnefs* ■ 

THE prophet Hbfea was fent to reprove 
the people of God for their idolatry and* 
ether fins. He denounce* againftr them ther 
divine judgements ;. and, in particular,, threat- 
ens them, as in the preceding verie, with the 
loft of ail their public privileges, civil and reli- 
gious : a threatening that was literally fulfil- 
led, upon the people of the ten tribes, when* 
they were carried captive by the king of Afiy<~ 
ria j upon the Jews, when they were carried cap- 
tive into Babylon \. and afterwards,, ftill more 
remarkably* in their utter defolation. by the 
Romans. But in the midft of their threaten- 
in gs, theie holy men* the prophets- are directed, 
to mingle confolation* They fuggefb to thc- 
chbfen people the hopes of recovery upon their 
repentance i and this, principally by pointing 

out 
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opt the coming of the Meffiah, that great de- 
liverer, in whom their defires fhould center. 

: It was indeed forefeeri,. that when he fhould 
appear, the people of the Jews, difappointed 
m their carnal expectations, would generally 
reject him- At the fame time;, it was alfo fore- 
told, that the happy period fhould arrive when r 
the eyes of their undcrfta'ndihg, being enlight- 
ened, they would as generally receive him, and 
« all Ifrael fhould be faved *." And in the. 
verfe where the text lies, the prophet gives an. 
account of their behaviour on. that occafion :. 
« c Afterward fhall the children of Ifrael return,,, 
"and feek the Lord: their 'God, and David 
f their king,." (the Meffiah fo called, of whom. 
David was an eminent type), " and fhall fear 
"the Lord and his goodnefs in. the latter 
" days," 

.• The phrafe, u fhall fear the Lord and his 
** goodnefs," is a Hebrew manner of fpeech,, 
where a fubjeft and its quality, inftead of be- 
ing connected under that form,, are connected 
as two fubjefts. Thus Samuel reproving Saul, 
for difobeying the command of God,, faith,, 
c * Stubbomnefs is as iniquity and idolatry f & 
the fame as if it had been faid, " Idolatrous 
* iniquity ." And thus, in the pafTage before, 
us, " to fear the Lord and his goodnefs," fim* 
ply means " to fear the divine goodnefs.?* 

As thefc words refer to, the times of the go> 
ipel, and are plainly defcriptive of that fpirit 
-which belongs to the Chriftian character, it 

J Rom. i\.%^ . f i. Sam. xv. i.3. 

will 



6 i *> The fear of the Divine g&odmff. Str. 4. 

will be of importance for us to consider thi* 
matter, and the ufe to whkh it ought to be 
improved. This, therefore, I {hall attempt in 
your hearing. • . • " « < 

" The* (halt fear the Le*d, and hfe good*' 
••nefs* 

Perhaps it may be thought, that as goodnef*- 
is the proper objeft of love, and the gofpel i*-> 
the moft Hluftrious difplay of the divine good* 
nefe, it would have been fitter if the prophet 
had mentioned love, rather than fear, as* the*, 
movement to be here excited* But the prophet! 
knew welt what he faid : he knew the falfe' 
bias of the human heart, and fuited his expref- • 
fion accordingly; There is a fear belonging to 
the fervke of an> arbitrary mailer, which is the 
fear of a flave. There is a fear that men have 
in a tedious and rigorous fervice, a failure ia 
which fubje&s them to, certain and prefent pu- 
nifhment ; and fuch was the fear of the Jewsv 
under the Mofaic law. But there is alf© a fear: 
of which goodneis itfelf is the obje&, and 
which very properly belongs t* the difpenfa— 
tion of the gofpel. - The mildnefs and mercyr 
of that difpenfation firongly folicit our love..* 
But love n^ay be true, or it may be fpurious./ 
All men are naturally affe&ed with the blef— 
fings of goodneis 5 but all are not affected as% 
they ought to be. And therefore, foppofing; 
men to love, in fome fort, the bleffing9,of the 
divine goodneis, the prophet takes care that 
their love.be of a virtuous fort, by fuggefting. 

the 



. The fear of the Divine goodnefi. 6j\ 

the exercife of fear : of fear, by no means in- 
compatible with love j button the contrary, an- 
efiential part of it. 

• The affection excited in our fouls by the di- 
vine goodnefs, implies delight, reverence, and 
fear of offending : all which are intimately con- 
nected, and all of them included in love. For, 
the love of God is a mixed affection * though* 
to mark the diftinction between the feverai 
parts more ftrongly, delight hath commonly 
appropriated the term love, while the other 
two have been expreffed, as in the text, by 
fear. I (hall be frequently obliged to fpeak,. 
fbr~the fake of accuracy* agreeably to this dif- 
tinctioiv; while yet it is. the purpofe of this 
difeburfe to fhow, that where love is genuine, 
reverence, and fear of offending, are neceflarily 
implied* 

"When our benefactor among men is of sr 
rank much fuperior to* our own, we look up- 
to him with awe, as welL as with love. And is 
not this natural and proper ? or, on the con- 
trary, muft the one be fuppofed to deftroy the 
xtther ? Common language, one fliould think r 
ipight teach men otherwife *, and that it is the- 
nature of love, in fuch a cafe, to breed awe,, 
while nothing is more ufual than to fay of one 
who loyes another, though an equal, or even* 
tin inferior, that he treats him with refpeft. 
When it is not a creature, then, but the Crea* 
tor, the Moft High over all the earth, wher 
conferieth upon. u& the bleffings of his good- 

ndkj. 
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ncfsj with what veneration ought our mindi 
to be filled 2 Haw do all hk glorious perfec- 
tions then croud in upon our fouls, conftrain- 
ing us to fall proftratc before him, and to " fear 
" his goodnefs ? w 

Theexample of Jacob, who had received an 
extraordinary manifeftation of the diVine good- 
nefs, iilnftrates this fentiment in st beautiful and 
lively manner : " And Jacob went out from 
" Beerfheba, and went toward Haran. And 
u he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried 
" there all night, becaufe the fun was fet : and 
". he took of the {tones of that place, and put 
« them for his pillows, and lay down in that 
** place. to fleep. And he dreamed, and be- 
"hold, a ladder fet upon the earth, and the 
"top of it reached to heaven : and behold, the 
" angels of God afcending and defcending pa 
" it. And behold, the Lord flood above it* 
** and faid, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy 
'* father, and the God of Ifaac : the land 
'< whereon thou lieft, to thee will I give it, and 
u to thy feed. And thy feed fliall be as the 
<c duft of the earth; and thou fliall fpread a- 
"broad to the weft, and to the eait, and to the 
'< north, and to the. fouth : and in thee and in 
". thy feed fhall all the families of the earth be 
u blefled. And behold, I am with thee, and 
*i will keep thee in all places whither thou 
" goeft, and will bring 1 thee again into this" 
" land : for I will not leave thee, until I have- 
'f done that which I have fpoken to thee of. 
^ And Jacob awaked out of his fleep, and he 
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" faid 9 Surely the Lord is in this place ; and I 
f< knew it not. And he was afraid, and faid, 
" Hoar dneadfiil is this place ! this is none o- 
u ther but the houfe of God, and this is the 
** gate of heaven *." 

.Here,, ye fee, was goodnefs in its higheft 
"luftix. Heaven opened j the Abnighty appear- 
ing ; the holy angels miniftering on the occa- 
sion •, while the Lord uttereth his voice, pro- 
mifing provifion and protection to Jacob and 
his family ; enlargement and grandeur to his 
pofterity ; and, to. crown all, the higheft ho- 
nour that could be conferred on. a mortal, pro- 
mifing, that from; him fhoyutd fpring the Mcf- 
fiah, that " feed in whom all the families of 
« the earth ihould he bleffied." Muft not the 
patriarch's foul have been now raviftied with 
love? It was fo ravUh^d 5 but how? " And Ja- 
* " cob was afraid, and faid, How dreadful is 
'< this place i this is npne other but the houfe 
€t of God, and this is the gate of heaven :" as 
if his heart vibrated between reverence and de- 
light. Thefe emotions were indeed intimately 
mixed in his foul % and under their joint in- 
fluence he a&s. He ere&s a pillar as a land- 
ing monument of this gracious tranfadtion, 
calling it Bethel, or the houfe of God *, and 
makes a vow of perpetual and zealous obe- 
-dience. This was in the true fpirit of a favou- 
rite of Heaven* who could reflect wifely where 
he had been, and how it became him to be af- 
fejflsd $ who felt, that in the place where God 

• G*a. zxviii. io»-**— 17. 
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moft eminently dtfplayeth his goodnefs, thete 
his majefty is moft illuftrious : u The Lord is 
4i in his holy temple : let all the earth keep fi- 
*lence before him, f. w 

Majefty and goodnefs united ftrengthen each 
other's influence. Great qualities in a bene- 
fattor enhance the value of his goodnefs, and 
his goodnefs enlivens the impreJEon of his 
greatnefs. On the other hand, if a man re- 
ceive a favour from one whom he cannot e- 
ileem, the obligation breeds a generous regret, 
a fort of difpleafure with himfelf, which damps 
the ardor ef his gratitude. Hence a gratefol 
heart fefcks to feel reverence? it is bufy, col- 
lecting all the great and refpeftable qualities of 
its friend ; dwells on them with a pleating awe; 
is fond to magnify and proclaim them 5 and is 
cruelly difappointed if it do not find them. 

In this manner do the worthy receivers of " 
the favour of God run fpontaneoufly into 
thoughts of all his glorious perfections. His 
power and wifdom, his holinefs, his jiftice, his 
truth, quickly penetrate their fervent fouls, and 
take fuch faft hold, as if they felt the contem- 
t plation and efteem of thefe to be neceflary to 
complete their gratitude. Thus the divine 
goodness excites our reverence. 

It excites, in the next place, a fear to of- 
fend : a fentiment prompted by goodnefs, 
wshere-ever it appears. Striftly fpeaking, it is 
when we receive a favour from one under the 

* Hab. iu ao. 
■ 2 notion 
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notion of his being ctar fuperior, that we are 
filled with reverence. But goodnefs, of itfelf, 
excites a fear to offend, and a folicirude to 
ferve our benefactor. And though this be 
called a w fear"t>f his goodnefs, it holds of the 
noblefl and moft -generous principle in our 
frame. ' 

Man is born with a fenfe of honour and 
-fhame. This works powerfully in all ingenu- 
ous minds ; and perhaps there is no man who 
is not, more or lefs, moved by it. Now no- 
thing excites this like the view or experience of 
goodnefs. Thus, we often find, that a man 
dare not, for (hame, offer an injury or infult 
to a worthy perfon, remarkable for the fweet- 
nefs and kindnefs of his temper ; when, but 
for that appearance of goodnefs, he would 
have wreaked his malice againft him with free- 
dom. Even children, on occaOons that would 
have excited their peevifhnefs and petulance a* 
gainft ail others, are fweetly wrought into fub*- 
million to a father or a mafter, who, they 
know, hath been fingularly good to them. To- 
wards fuch a one their young hearts are filled 
with fhame, when they think of being fro- 
ward. 

It is conviction of a man's goodnefs that 
produceth in others this pleafing and powerful 
reilraint, and makes them folicitous to ferve 
him. Can it be otherwife, when we experi- 
. ence thejjoodnefs of God ? Will a fenfe of ho- 
nour and bufinefs thus fway men towards hu- 
man goodnefs? how then will it work to- 
. Vol. II. G wards 
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wards God, whofe goodnefs is pure, unmerit- 
ed, immeafureable, and aided, in its impref- 
fion, in the higheft pofiible degree, by the 
fenfe of his greatnefe. The higheft reverence 
joins the ltvelieft fenfe of (hame., (for here, the 
fenfe of fhame, and fear of offending, cannpt 
be feparated from the feeling of reverence), to 
prompt circumfpe&ion and care, that we do 
nothing to offend fo great a bene£a£lor, and 
the titmoft affiduity and zeal to do every thing 
to pleafe him. 

How degenerate, how far below the ftand- 
ard of humanity, is that foul who is dead 10 
the impreffion of the divine goodnefs ? and 
how naughty, if profeffing to feel it,, he find 
not himfelf fo prompted by it ? — Hath the 
hand of God been bountiful to thee? and 
who can fay it hath not ? who, among the 
moft wretched, can fay that he enjoys no 
good ? doft thou confider, then, how free and 
undeferved his bounty is ? and is not thy 
, thankful heart felicitous to pleafe him ? Art 
thou profperous in thy affairs ? doft thou con- 
fider, " who it is that giveth thee power to get 
• ** wealth* l n doft thou refleft, from whom are 
- derived thy food and raiment, thy houfes and 
lands, thine every pofleffion, and feel no con- 
cern about tby behaviour i Canft thou forget 
God, and, fit fecure in thy dwelling ? *' The 
" (tone (hall cry out of the wall, and the beanjL 
•' out of the timber {hall anfwer it, Wo to 

• Pcut. viii, 18, 

" the 
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c * the man * \ n who rendereth not to the Lord 
according to his goodnefs. 
' In faying that a man is ungrateful, you fay 
every thing of htm that is bad. Hdw we de*- 
Tpife the man, who hath received favours from 
a worthy perfon, and hath no regard in what 
manner he is aflWted, or behaves to him ! 
Perhaps he haih importuned and teafed him, 
rill he obtain what he aifced ; and the moment 
after, hath no feeling but of the gift, and fhuns 
the giver : — we turn from the wretch with 
fcorn, as bereft of the fpirit of a man, and ab- 
hor the thought of having any connexion 
with one in whom the human char after is fo 
lhuch degraded. 

The feeling of gratitude, the moft pleafing 
that belongs to our frame, is intimately mixed 
with fear 5 and it is ingenuous fear that be- 
ftows upon it activity and excellence. The ho- 
ricft heart labours with thoughts of his bene- 
faftor ; cautioufly fhuns every thing that would 
Offend, and .anxiouffy purfucs every thing that 
can ferve him. And in proportion to the fa- 
vour being greater, and the plealure arifing 
from it more ravi/hing, this caution and anxi- 
ety wilt increafe. But, what favour can equal 
that which the prophet calls u the goodnefs of- 
€ * the latter days ?* The gdfpel is God's un- 
fpeakable gift : and as it is more than a dif- 
penfation of goodnefs, in the general fenfe of 
goodnefs, even a difpenfation of mercy to the 
miferabie ; a facred ordination of heaven, " to 

• Ilab. ii. 11. 
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€t preach glad tidings to the poor, to bind up^ 
,c the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
'* the captives, and the opening of the prifoa 
«? to them that are bound * :" and as the Soo, 
of God, to accotnplifh this purpofe, took up- 
on him, our nature, appeared " 10 the form of 
<c a fervant," underwent many hard {hips, and. 
bare all manner of injuries* and at laft, " hum- 
a bled himfelf, and hecame obedient to. death,, 
,c even the death of the crofs f :" — think how 
our fouls fliould.be affected ? If a " love that 
" is (Ironger than death if," muft conquer the 
heart - x then, Chriftians, behold the love o£ 
your Saviour, fijperior to all the horrors o£ 
the moft ignominious, cruel, and accurfed, 
death ! 

, " Depart from me, for I am a finful man jj 
l f O Lord || !" was the exclamation of Peter,, 
upon the miraculous draught of fifhes. Ha 
fy:ike the language of aftonilhment : but, fure- 
ly, the calmeft fenfe, if it be at all a true fenfe^ 
of the mercy of God in the gofpel, muft fill ma 
with the higheft reverence of the. divine ma- 
jefty, the deepeft felf-abafement, ingenuous 
forrow and fhame for having offended him„ 
fear to offend, and care to obey. him, for the. 
future* 

The apoftle confiders this as natural and un* 
avoidable $ and he puts it to men themfelves*. 
whether a contrary behaviour can bear any 
other conftruction than that of defpifing his 

• If. Uj. 1. Luke, iv. 18. t Phil- »• 7^ 8. 

t Song, viii. Cf. § Luke v. 8. 

goodnefs,. 



The fear of the Btvinre goodnefs. 77 

goodnefs. <r Defpifeft thou the riches of his 
" goodnefs, and forbearance, and kmg-fuffer- 
41 ing ; not knowing that the goodnefs of God 
€< leadeth thee to repentance * ?" •* What fhali 
<f I render unto the Lord for his goodnefs f ?* 
"Will be the anxious inquiry of every tincere 
heart, when he reflects upon the goodnefs of 
God, in the ordinary courfe of his providence* 
•— But the Lord hath redeemed our fouls from* 
deftru&ion ! — Is it pdflibie for the ingenuous 
Chriftian ever to forget fuch a gift and fuch a 
giver, or to be careiefs about his behaviour be* 
fore him ? Will not an honeft heart within hin% 
concur with the Ffalmift, and fay> w There is 
'•* forgivenefs with God 5 that he may be fcar- 
•* ed % i n Yes : he will look up to his bene- 
factor with eager eyes* mark well the afpeft of 
his providence, and the declarations of hfo 
word \ receive, with glad fubmulion, every no- 
tification of his will j. and carefully ftudy to 
imitate his example. Tenderly affected with 
the fenfc of fo much goodnefi, the thought of 
'neglect or difbbedience will fill his foul with 
horror. 

So fitly doth fear, including reverence, and 
care to pleafe, correfpond to the view of the 
divine goodnefs. So nearly is this allied to» 
love ; and fo efficacious a principle of all that 
is good and excellent in the coadu& of life,. 
Reverence, on one hand, guarding it againik 
prefutnption,and care to pleafe> on the other, 

• &om*n. 4. t Wal. tx *i« 1* t P&I. W*«4* 
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againft fupinenefs and negligence,, make love 
to iflue in a zeal to obey. Than this fear* 
therefore, what worthier principle can pofifeis 
the human breaft ? Who will be careful of his 
duty, and attentive to the whole will of God*? 
The man who fears the divine goodnefs. Who 
will poffefs purity of intention ? who will join, 
humility with zeal? w^o will ad naturally, 
freely,, and with vigour ? who will perfevere, 
and abound in every good work ? who will 
have fobriety of temper* and equality of conr 
duel: ? who can appeal to a calm and eniight^ 
ened confeience I in fine, whofe religious 
principles may be at. all times depended on ?. 
Whofe, but the: man's that u feareth the Lord* 
u and his goodnefs ?" 

Much vain controverfy hath been held about* 
fear and love> confidered as principles of reli- 
gious conduct j. which could proceed only from 
mens miftaking,both the fpirit of *he gofpel, 
and the nature of the human* mind. The true 
Chriftian principle is neither, love feparated 
from fear, nor fear feparated from love ; but 
it is the one undivided affection which refults 
from their perfect union. In the former cafe,, 
fear and love may divide the empire of the 
mind between them, but have different objects* 
power and juftice merely being the object of. 
one, and goodnefs merely the object of the 
ether. In the latter cafe, they coalefce, and 
mutually interchange their objects. The good 
man loves God's righteoufneis, and fears his 
goodnefs. Indeed, their very nature when u- 

nited, 



„ The fear of the Divine goodneft;' 7^ 

nited, is different from what it is when they 
are feparated : and the confequfences are fuit- 
able. Fear of God's power or juftice/may in- 
duce a conftrained, niggardly, inconftant obe- 
dience 5 but fear of his goodnefs, an obedience 
cheerful, liberal, and uniform. On the other 
hand, love, implying mere delight, may be 
highly impaffioned $ love coupled with fear }s 
enlightened, and ferene. The former may be 
brifk and daring, but is irregular, and tranfient, 
and burns, like the lightning of heaven, only 
to confume : the other is mild, regular, and 
fteady, and glows, like the genial warmth of 
the fun, to refrefh and ftrengthen. 

The confequences of feparating fear and 
love are indeed more pernicious than many 
are aware of. How often hath it been feen,, 
that when either of them prevails apart, it ener- 
vates the mind, mifleads mens apprehenfionfr 
of truth and duty, and lays wafte the confei* 
ence. Particularly, how often hath that pre- 
fumption and felf-complacency, which fome 
men falfely dignify with the name of love, ex* 
alted enthufiafts, in their own imaginations, a- 
above the neceffity of regarding the divine law. 
Sometimes they have been known, to fay fo y 
but, much oftner, what they dare not utter 
with their lips, they will fpeak, however, in- 
wardly to their own hearts. And fo fruitful 
in refources is a felf-deceived heart* that they 
can hide this prefumption from their own 
•view, even under the guife of humility. They 
Ibok as if they were afraid, left the notion of 

obedience 
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obedience being neeeflary, fhould appear like 
pleading a merit with God ; as if to be 
true to what ye profefe, was the fame as to 
advance the moft arrogant claim. Ye profeft 
love to God ; and we fey, that, in confequenct 
of this, it is neeeflary that ye obey him : ne«- 
ceflary, not by pofitive appointment^ but ip the 
nature of the thing ; not becaufe obedience is 
impofed as a talk, or made the condition of 
Obtaining reward, but becatife it is natural and 
unavoidable, arifing out of love itfelf. Yet Co- 
lli acquainted are thefe men with the genuine 
l feelings of the human heart, or (o biafled by a 

I depraved difpofhion, as not to fee this. Tell 

I me, then, have ye ever met with a man wha 

did you a kindnefs ? If fo, was it not your 
ftudy to pleafe him? could ye have been faid 
elfe to love him? would not the one with- 
out the other have been juftly deemed a mock-, 
cry? and would ye not have thought your- 
Telves totally unworthy of his favour, if ye had 
had no regard, whether ye pleafed <Jr difplea- 
fed him? "True: but God takes occafion 
** from our fins to cxercife his mercy. \ and the 
4C more numerous and heinous our tranfgref- 
'*' {ions, the more glory redounds to God in 
•' pardoning them." Is this then, think ye, a rea~ 
1on for obedience, or for difobedience ? Do ye 
thus requite the Lord, O prefumptuous men f to 
plead aprivilege"to fig,thatgrace may abound*** 
to c *do evil, that good may come f ?'*The apoftk 

• Roflu *ri. x. x . f fbW iii. ft. 
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will tell you, that your damnation is.juft- 
And let your hearts tremble within you, at 
the thought. Confult your own hearts \ for 
they will tell you feelingly, that nothing can 
be a jufter object of terror, than goodnefs 
flighted, and patience abufed. And what is it 
to flight and abufe them, if making, them an 
argument for tranfgreffion be not ? Though: 
the good man fhould faiL in his duty feven. 
times in a day,, through infirmity of nature/ 
and furprife of temptation ; yet how different 
from his is the cafe of the prefumptuous of- 
fender ? Suppofe a. man, of good difpofitions 
in general, but hurried away through the vio* 
lence of paffion, fhould offer an injury to a 
worthy perfon ;. and, the moment after, would' 
give all the world to repair the injury, and ba 
reconciled : the latter will readily pardon him^ 
and may receive him into his friendfliip. But 
if another man fhould injure him, confident 
of his peaceable and forgiving temper \ and rer 
new the injury, to give him an opportunity, as 
it were, of renewing pardon : what muft we 
think ? Can the good man conflder fuch a 
conduct, in any other light than ^ls adding in- 
fult to injury ? Will he treat this man as he did 
the other ? And fhould we not reckon it ab- 
furd and mean, if he did? Shall we. then call 
that wifdom and goodnefs in God, which we 
account weaknefs among men ? and can it be 
for this that ye love him ? * No : we do not 

• fay, that we love God, becaufe we think that 

* indulging in. fin is pleaiing to him \ but be.- 
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•caufe this will not hinder our acceptance 
€ with him. 9 . And what, I befeech you, is 
the meaning of this? Is it not that ye look 
upon fin as odious to God, and, at th$ fame 
time, as not odious ; and that ye love him fox* 
both ? «* But while God hates fin, he loves the 
fi finner ! w Tell me, then, is h for continuing 
a finner that he loves him ? or for turning from 
fin, and doing, his will I 

How long will infatuated nien contradict the 
feelings of their hearts, the dictates of con- 
fidence, the exprefs and repeated declarations 
of fcripture ? How long will, they blafpheme 
God by their vain arguings ? But the reafon ts 
plain : they have no mind to <c crucify the flefh, 
V with the affections and lufts * :" and becaufe 
God is good, they would fain perfuade them- 
felves there is no need. But is this the fpirit 
that actuates the child of God ? On the con- 
trary, the more he hath " tafted that the Lord 
** is gracious t, w the more, he loves him ; and 
the more he loves him, the more jealous he is 
ewer his own conduct 5 and though he hath no 
flavifh dread of God's juftice, is he . therefore 
without fear ? No: he fears his goodnefs, like 
an ingenuous fon, that fears to offend an indul- 
gent parent. He hath "not received the fpirit 
f c of bondage to fear," like Jews under the law ; 
he hath " received the fpirit of adoption t l* 
But as the fear of a Jew, to be acceptable,, was 
to be mixed with love 5 fo the love of a Chri- 

*• Gal. v. 44. f P&l. raxiv. 9. } Rom. viii. 15. 
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ftian, to be true, muft be. mixed wkh fear: 
for, when it is faid, that " perfect love caftetft 
•« out fear # ; w this muft be underftood, eithe* 
of fervile fear, which is plainly incompatible 
with love j or if it be intended of all fear, then 
perfeft love is perfect virtue, and is therefore 
to be expected in another than an imperfect 
ftate. Love indeed* is, even in the prefent 
ftate, the prevailing principle of the improved 
Chriftian's conduct : but a principle that works 
in him, not to the excltifion, but as the caufe 
of fear; and in confequence of this, as the 
caufe of every thing worthy and good in the 
tenor of his life. 

Thus, in the well-formed mind, fear anil 
love are coincident ; or are only two views of 
die fame principle that run into each other. 
They ipay be diftinguilhed, but are never to 
be feparated : the moment that love is disjoined 
from fear, it is love no longer; it is falsehood 
and prefumption. 

Huppy had it been for the virtue and wel- 
fare of men, if the matter had been always 
duly confidered in this light. For then the 
nature of love would have been better under- 
stood, in which " whofoever dwelleth in love, 
<c dwelleth in God, and God in him f :" of that 
«* love which is the fulfilling of the law; the bond 
u of perfeftnefs J." Then would have been feen, 
what fear is unworthy of a Chriftian, and 
what is honourable in him. Then the excel* 

• i John. iv. 18. f i John iv. itf. 

} Rom. xiil. 10. Col. iii. 14. 
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lency of the Chriftian fpirit would have been 
'fully ascertained; and the characters of the 
truly good, and of mere pretenders, more.ea- v 
iily diftinguifhed. * . 

u Why call ye me/ Lord, Lord/', faith our 
Saviour, " and do not the things which I 
"fay * ?" Why profefs*ye zeal for Cbrift, and 
delight in his bleffiags, without care to J fulfil 
his will ? When we pretend love to Chrift* 
without care to obey him, we attempt to fepa- 
rate things that are infeparable. For, if what 
hath been explained in this difcourfe be juft, 
or if the authority of an apoftle, who faith, 
'* This is the love of God,' that ye keep his 
* f commandments f, w be of any weight ; love 
apart from obedience, is not improper 5 it is 

irripoffible. -But fuppofing it poflible; think 

' how mean and worthlefs fuch a fpirit muft be. 
In common life, the man that puts off his be- 
nefactor with fawning and flattery; perhaps 
feels fome little tranfient warmth of affe&ion, 
but hath no folicitude to ferve him, difcovers 
a bafenefs" of foul, which every ofte detefts. 
And can k be otherwife in matters df religion ? 
* " I delight to do thy will, O my .God; yea, 
• g€ thy law is within my heart f:"' this is the' 
language of the true man, whofe*' heart is 
worthily affected with the fenfe of God*i fa* 
your. — And is " his delight in the law of the^ 
'* Lord |! ?" doth the pleafure he feels in love 
\t6 God for his goodnefs, make him eager tcr 

• Luke vi. 46. f j John v. 3. J Pfal. xl. 8. 
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receive and obey his commands ? then his 
delight is placed on the fureft foundation ; and, 
far from bemg <timiniftied, is eftabliihed and 
strengthened, by his <€ fear of the divine good- 
*• ne6. M Fear, prompted by goodnefs, is the 
fource of fober and folk! joy. «' Fear," faith 
the apoftle, " hath torment • ; w but that is 
the fear of a flave ; while the fear that is ex- 
cited by goodnefs, and fprings from love* 
marks the condition of a fon, a condition of 
freedom and happinefs. The hypocrite,— he 
too hath his joy ; and this perhaps, at times, 
will be ardent and rapturous* But how vain 
and contemptible is it P void of fentiment, 
holding not of our reafonable, but of our 
animal nature, tumultuary and fleeting. For, 
•' can the rufh grow up without mire ? can the 
** flag grow without water ? He is green be- 
" fdre the fun, and his branch fhooteth forth 
" in his garden : but his root is rottennefs, 
u , and his bloflbm fhall go up as the duft f. w 
Whereas the good man is u like a tree plant- 
€< ed by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
«' forth his fruit in his feafon : his leaf alfo 
€ f {hall not wither ; and whatfoever he doth. 
« fhall profper $." 

Yfould ye therefore, Chriftians, attain ge- 
nuine Strength, and excellence of chgra&er? 
would ye acquire enlightened, fubftantial, and 
manly joy ? would ye arrive at the perfeftion 
of your nature? Thirik ferioufly, I befeech 

* 1 John. iv. 1 8. f Job* viii. ix. 16. If. v. 14. 

4 PfU. i. 3. 

y^, II. H you, 



86 The fear of the Divine goodnefs. • Ser. 4. 

you, what the goodnefs of God demands of 
you. Ye profefe to love him : ye do welL 
But " if ye call on the Father, who, without 
*' refpeft of perfons, judgcth according to e- 
4C very man's work, pafs the time of your fo- 
" journing here in fear *. w And as many as 
walk according to this rule, " peace be on 
" them, and mercy, and upon the Iirael of 
*Godt." • 

• j Pet. i. 17. t Gal. vi. \6. 
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of affliction is not understood or approved, or 
when the affections play in oppofition to one 
another, and vanity, frame, referve, and dif- 
truft of mankind, lock up our forrows, and re- 
ject ail intercourfe with fociety. Like the hope* 
tefs patient, who refufes to comply with the falu- 
tary prefcri prions of his phyGcian, they ftand 
out againft the bounty of Providence, and put 
* themfeives beyond the reach of human affiftance. 
Both of thefe may be understood to be implied 
in the text. Indeed in fome inftances they run 
into one another. 

It has been juftly obferved, that to fell in 
with afflictions is the raoft effectual method to 
foothe and relieve them. When the wound is 
icruck deep, reafon is overthrown, argument 
vain, and through the affections only we can 
. have accefs* to the heart. It may be of ufe, 
, therefore,, to delineate fome of the mod affect- 
ing cafes of heart-bittemefs, and to propofe 
particular remedies to mitigate and remove them* 
- 1. Of unrevealed and neglected forrows r 
there are none more fevere than thofe which 
' proceed from a ftrong natural propenfity to 
melancholy and dejection. 

As wounds which are occafioned by external 
violence, are more confpicuous, but lefs dan- 
gerous, than the hidden difeafe which preys 
upon the vitals of the man ; fo thofe caufes of 
forrcw which openly folicit the compaflionof the 
world, are often frivolous in their effects, when 
compared, to the lurking oppreffion of a dark 
and defponding mind. 

, ' There 



* Threrfe are fome of our &tlow>cr#tftiifcB in- 
eompafled with every circumftance of profpe* 
tfty, and yet, alas! they are not,- tfoey cannot 
be happy ! Their countenance is overcaft with? 
gloom: they are ever diffident, joylefs*, anti'de-" 
finding. To fnch Pleafure has loft all her 
attractions. They are deaf to the voice of th» 
charmer, though he • fhould. charm 'ever far- 
fweetly. The difeafedeye becomes iafcnfibte 
to the varied: co'mplexion of nature,, whilft it 
difcolours every obje& with its own inherent 
ftain. The mind, feeble and difconcerted^ 
fprcads its malignant tinfture over every fur- 
rounding profpeft, throws a dark veil upon- 
the moil comely objedte, and- has rendered e-- 
ven the alluring countenance of Religion* de-- 
formed, awful, and forbidding. 

"Surrounding fpe&ators* form their opinions* 
merely from external circumftanccs. They 
think that oifr feelings ought to be regu-- 
Tated by our fortune j that our joy ought to* 
be no left, and our forrow no more,, than* 
what our circiimftanees are calculated to pro- 
% - dace. Hence, they cannot give their fympa-*- 
tby where they cannot obferve fufficienx c&ufc 
of mlfery. 

' But were they ever fo^much difpofed tefgiwe^ 
it, this miferable man would have none of 
their comfort : he flies* from bufinefs, amufe- 
inent and fociety ; he is up in- arms agaifcil: 
himfelf j he is a&ive only thftt he may thwart 
every fcheme that might tend to tfifpofiefc the 
agj>roved efcemies of his peace. < . 

JHL3 z. But 
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, . %. But ftext we arc to produce a clafs of 
men, who might, perhaps, fucceed better,. in 
.the fympathy of the world, could they but teU 
the caufe of their forrow. 
. Here is a man- fo ch^ngpd from what he 
formerly was, . that his friends are almoft at. a 
^ofs to know him. He was once chearful* and 
<ppen, ^nd , happy : he now wears the face of 
anxiety 5 he is become referved, fuUen y and unr 
fociable. Whence fo great and Sudden trans- 
formation ? Difappointments in a long trail! 
have fallen upon his head* . He ftruggkd to de- 
{jpife them. It was in vain. The manlinefs of 
hj& fpirit is at laft broken, and he has furrenh 
dered himfelf a willing fubjeft to fretfulneft 
$nd defpair. Much he boafted of the influence 
of his, friends. Many, pompous expectations 
were .reared upon their flattering ,promife»t 
The f world gave him ; larg$ credit for intereft ) 
apd all is come: to nothing. Pride ftifles bis 
forrow, and he is afh^med to confefs, that he 
has been fo weak as to put his confidence in 
lies, and expel); fo much where he has found 
• ft little. 

But it is not merely the difappotntment nf 
preferment that .goes near his heart. Ambi* 
tion defeated may fret and chagrin the afpfe 
ring mind. New friends and new projects may 
again amufe and reftore the mind to its wont- 
ed fprightlinefs and elevation. . But affc&iou 
difappointed gives a deep and incurable wound 
to the feeling heart. Here he had given away 
the moft difintcrefted attachment of his heart * 

here 



Hcart*-BlttcrdcR. ; j>£ 

kcrc he was ready to dedicate 'his* life. He 
wilhed for no other recompense but a return 
in kind. He would have thought himfelf o-~ 
vejrpaid, and but too happy, if he had been 
admitted to ever fo fmall a fhare of the eft'eero 
and love of thofc whom hewifhed to pleafe. 
He has found that the claims of intermit have 
prevailed over thofe of affection. His moft 
fincere fervices have been disregarded ; he has 
found too late that he has been unfortunate in 
his connections, and has caft away that zeal 
and attachment which would have been pre- 
cious to a fenfible and diftinguifhing mind. 
The difappointment of efteem renders fuch af- 
fliction doubly grievous to' a virtuous mind. 
It gives unfpeakable pain, to find any part of 
mankind worfe than you had believed them to 
be ; to meet With felfifhnefs, deceit, and inio« 
lence, where you expected generofity, fincerity, 
and tendernefs. This unavoidably infpires us 
with a more unfavourable opinion of mankind 
in general, and {hakes that benevolence which 
is the great foundation of public ufefuinefs and 
home fatisf action. Perhaps that malice and 
envy which fccretly pointed a£ fuch men in the 
funfhine of profperity, openly break forth to 
avow their triumph, and give new poignancy 
to his difappointment. 

3. But there are inftances of affection being 
difappointed yet more affecting than what we 
have now defcribed. It was fixed more natu- 
rally and more w ftrongly, and therefore has 
been the caufe of more fenfible uneafinefs. 

Perhap9 
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Perhaps one.objcft attracted the efteem and, 
jove of your hearts in preference to all the ^ 
world befides. It feemed efiential to your hap- 
pinefs. Riches, honours, and all that the 
world counts upon as good and defirable, were 
defptfed when put in the balance with this:- 
Ton might, without .vanity, flatter yourfelf 
with fuccefs. 

It would have been the labour and joy of 
your life to have been grateful, and to have: 
made^unbounded returns of affe&ion and hap- 
ginefs. Unaccountable caprice, Int^reft, or 
ambition, have flighted your molt tender re- 
gards, and occafioned the mod bitter difap* 
pointment of your life. The fubjedt is too de- 
licate to be laid open to the world. It were 
eafier to die than throw off that weight of na~ 
tive modefty which fupprefles all utterance and- 
complaint. Perhaps you too jruftly apprehend,, 
negleft, and ridicule, where indeed you moft 
require the balm of a foft and condefcending. 
heart. 

Your forrow cannot vent itfelf to mankind; 
It recoils with greater violence,, and, filent- 
and unfeen, lays wafte the inward tranquillity, 
©f your mind. Time only,, and the bufineft 
and attachments of fucceeding life, may give 
that .relief which you cannot affc or expeit- 
from the world. 

4. The man who fecretly mourns for the 
treachery of a friend, may Teem to have a more 
ierious claim tQ the fympathy of the world,,, 
than any of thofe I have' already produced. 
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My afic&ion was not ^given away to the great, 
who might have had any intereft in deceiving 
«ie. It was not directed by caprice, or rafhly 
fixed without deliberation and experience. 
Here was the appearance of every thing wor- 
thy and amiable. Could I with-hold my friehd- 
£hip ? I had reafon upon trial, to be pleafed with 
my choice. Hence 1 derived the pureft plea- 
fures of my life. In return, could I do kfs 
than give all my confidence and afFe&ion? 
Contrary to expectation, you have found cold- 
nefs anjd referve, perhaps treachery and con* 
tempt. Whither ihall I now betake me for con- 
solation ? I have no friend. Sad experience 
has inftilled a jealoufy and diftruft of man- 
kind, and cut off my wonted refource in the 
day of calamity. My bitternefs ihall be known 
only to my own heart. 

. 5. Akin to what I have now defcribed are 
domeftic fources of uneafinefs, which, as they 
are unavoidable, and continually prefent, are 
the more fevere, and, for reafons I ihall imme- 
diately mention, concealed with the greateiHn- 
duftry from the knowledge and fympathy of 
the world. „ 

Happinefs muft begin at home. It is natural 
for every man firft to feek it there. How pi- 
tiable our fituation, if folly, peeviflinefs, and 
contradiction of humours, in the perfons with 
whom we are infeparably afiociated, has banifh- 
ed our peace, and poifoned the fountain from 
which we expe&ed to draw the fweeteft ingre- 
dients of our life ! To tell our bitternefs were 

to 
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to publiffi car own diflionour. As if our mi- 
fcry were not enough, we mtift increafe it, by 
fubmitting to the painful violence of con- 
ftraint and diffimulation. We muft hypocriti- 
cally put on the countenance of chearfulnefi, in 
order to conceal the gloom of our mind, and 
ward off the reproach in which we ourfelve* 
muft To largely partake. 

6. Again, in a fimilar fituation are thole 
who have gone out of the ftation and employ- 
ment to which they were by nature beft fitted, 
and are of confequence appointed to aft and' 
go forward in life with a fet of men.whofe f 
tafte and difpofitions run contrary to their 
own. The fentiments an.d conduft at variance, 
certainly occaiion the nioft violent commotions 
in a man's own breaft, and make an irreparable 
breach upon his peace of heart. In fuch a 
cafe, that natural liberty which is ' the fir ft qua- 
lity in happineft, is deftroyed. All is force, and 
unnatural compulfion 5 and the man dare not? 
complain, or t$ll his mifery, without incurring' 
the diflike and refentment of thofe upon whom 
his happinefs moft. immediately depends. 

7. Allied to thefe, but far more worthy o£ 
approbation, is the man wao carries grief ia 
his bofom, upon account of confeious imper- 
fection, and inconfiftency of ehara&er. He t 
has approved the better part j he has refolved 
and profefled to purfue if,, he is deeply con^* 
finced he can never elfe be happy ; and yet 
fome ftrong predominating paffion iiiil hold* 
hUn fall in the fetters of vice. 

He 
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He has often refqlved. upon reformation, 
tried many expedients, made head agatnft 
many temptations : he has as often failed, and 
relapfed under the dominion of fin. This has 
©ccafioned miferable agitation and perplexity 
of foul. 

The world again who fee the outfide of 
things, fpeak fair of his virtue, and wonder 
,only that the due effects of peace and joy are 
not ipoi$ .confpicuous and acknowledged. This 
confounds and perplexes him the more. He 
jnourns in fecret, that he is not fuch as his 
.own refolutions, and the world around him, 
would have him to be. 

8. I; muft . affe& every one of reflection 
;with deep concern, to find, that a great pro* 
portion of fecret forrow falls to the {hare of 
$hofe whp. are moil ufeful, and deferve beft 
from fociety. 

,'Vben I tell you, that it is an old obfervation, 
that no calamity bears harder upon the mind 
th^n ingratitude, you will uaderftand who they 
are that now claim your attention. Were 1 to 
dwell only upon higher examples, what a large 
group of heroes, patriots, and martyrs, have, 
gone off the ftage of this world, bewailing, 
that the brave and difinterefted fchemes to 
which. they dedicated the attention and labour 
pf their, whole lives, have been f ruftrated by 
the malice and ingratitude of the men whom 
they were intended to ferve ? If we confult 
hiftory, what nation has not, in its turn, come 
4bort in paternal affection, and deferved to 

be 
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be branded with the charge of ingratitude, 
whilft it has fuffered the glories of human na- 
ture, and its own beft benefactors, to languifli 
in poverty, exile, and contempt ? • Pofterity 
have blufhed at the prejudices of their fathers* 
Praife and encomiums have been lav i died upon 
their memories; but what avail praife and en- 
comiums upon thpfe who are filent in the duft ? 

But it may be of more ufe to my hearers to 
fpeak of more humble and domeftic benefi- 
cence: Who has had the happinefs to deal ever 
fo little in the commerce of good offices, with- 
out experiencing at the fame time * the misfor- 
tune of ingratitude and ill returns from men ? 
Here was a man who lived but to do good* 
Many have been advanced to profperity, and - 
the notice of the world, who muft have lain 
hid in meannefs and obfeurity, had it not been 
for the unwearied protection and friendfhip 
with which he cherifhed them. They have 
forgot the rock from which they were hewd. 
The remembrance of a benefattor lives not in 
their hearts. 

Some have exhibited more a&ive and enor- 
mous ingratitude. Their hand has been lifted 
againft the man who armed it with power. 
Their reputation and influence have been im- 
pioufly exerted to (hake the very foundations 
upon which they were originally erefted. A 
generous mind abhors the meannefs of com- 
plaint and upbraiding. The very principle 
which would moft lbccefsfully befpeak the fym- , 
I pathy 
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pathy and confoiation of mankind, with fur- 
paffing greataiefe hides it from thfeir view. 

JBefides, it is Ac misfortune, b?' y (haH I rathcfr 
fay, the glory of !uch a mind, to Have hut 'to6 
delicate feotiments of his connexion with man*- 
kind. His affliction is augmented upon ac- 
count of the vices of tftofe to whom he c6nu*- 
ders himfelf fo nearly' related \ and he con&fcS 1 
. their crimes, and the caufe of KsltiWn bitter- 
itefs, with all the tehdernefs and anxiety with 
which he would any miscarriage oir* deformity 
that muft feflipft fn^me' upon his own family. 

To the common feelings o£'1$imdriity, add 
fiie more endfcarin^ ties of bloody and you have 
the idea of die moft aggravated forrow that 
jhuman nature can poffibly iuftain. Suppofe & 
tender ^nd indulgent parent difappomted of 
the j&fld o£ his iove j fuppofe that the beft and 
moft prudent admonitions have been thwarted, 
^he* moft atfe&ionate indulgences caft away \ 

Sa he meets with nothing but impiety, trea- 
ery, indolence, and ingratitude, where hie 
fondly anticipated virtue, ufefulnefs to man- 
kind, honour to his family, the fweeteft re- 
.tusns of gratitude and love to himfelf. There 
are instances where language falls -infinitely 
ihort of the feelings of men, /and where the 
ideas and fympathy of others, muft be confined 
to what is exprefled, jor to what they them- 
selves have experienced. In the example I 
f Jiave now put, it may be faid, in a peculiar fenfe, 
* 4 « that the heart knoweth its ownforrowsf 
3>ecaufe, though it were not dilpofed to keep 
Vol. II. I them 
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*h,em ciofe, for the reafons above mentioned, 
yet it muft want words to convey them to fa- 
thers in their &I1 force, and no untried fpedla- 
jtpr can fufficiejitly conceive the wringings and 
agonies of a heart torn with filial ingratitude.'. 

In fliort, were I to enlarge upon examples, 
were I to difclofe the multiplied fources of 
Jieart-bittcrnefs, were I to point out the pecu<- 
Jiar difadvantages of every Aation and employ- 
ment, the cruel ftings and mprtifications tc* 
which worthy dependence muft fubmit, the 
rubs and fecret anxieties from which even pro- 
sperity and fuccefsful ambition cannot be ex- 
empted , all of which, fhame a?d pride have 
covered with an impenetrable veil from the in- 
spection pf mankind ; we fhould then be well 
fatisfied, that a large porfion of forrows lie for 
jever entombed in the hearts of men ; we flioulii 
be ready to acknowledge, that Providence, of- 
ten impioufly arrajgned,has difperfed happinefe 
witli a more equal and impartial hand 5 that 
ftll mankind are more nearly upon a level 5 
that we, often form falfe opinions of the happi- 
nefs of others, and often idly enyy ftations and 
employments, wher$ hidden flings continually 
aflail their miferable pofiefibrs. 

But it is not enough, that we fupprefs envy 
jmd difcontent in our own minds. Remember 
we are made to bear on^anbthers burdens, an£ 
,to mourn with thofe that mourn. , Hencb, 
thofe fighs and tears which wait upon . the tale 
pf mifery. Thefe are not to be thrown away 
fo a corner : they immediately relieve j they 
t' . . .»re 
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if ic intended to excite us to more active and ef- 
fectual affiftance. let us never think it e-> 
nough/that we exercife tfaefe upon more pal-' 
pable occafions of diftrcfs accidentally thrown; 
in our way j but let us indttftrioufly feek out 
the Ihy and concealed mourner. With tender 
and artful condefcenfion, let us remove the? 
thick and cf uel difguife in which obttinate and 
determined grief hath fortified itferf. Let usi 
with a charitable delicacy, addrefs thofe for- 
rows, which, from very excefs, defire not to? 
be fufpected by the world. It*is with real uni- _ 
eafinefs.that 1 obferve, that a* fort of conduct, 
quite the reverfe of what I now recommend r 
prevails _ in the worlds Men of a broken and 
dejected fpirit, are neglected or ridiculed by the 1 
world, becaufe they cannot approve the caufir 
of their uneafinefs, or perhaps think that they 
ought to be happy. They may indeed be ttf 
Wame; but, alas! are they not puntihed irt 
their very crinie ? are they not unhappy ? is not 
that enough ? Any intimation of fympathy of 
attention upon the fide of their fellow-crea- 
tures, might j perhaps, draw , out their confix 
dence, and extinguifh the malady whilft yet in* 
its infancy ; but neglect and harfhnefs crufhi 
their feeble hopes, and deliver them up a con- 
fen ting and defperate prey to the difeafe of 
their own minds. Is this the temper of a re- 
ligion which gives a bleffing to mourners ? 
Is it like the followers of the meek Jefus, 
who never bruifed a broken reed, nor quench> 
ed the fmaaking flax. 

12 746447*?* 
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To yon who have felt the bitternefs of a bro- 
ken fpirit, I would next addrefs myfeif. Take 
care, on your part, that you do not*decline 
the kind advances of the generous heart, and 
give way to the dangerous influence of a re- 
served and fufpicious temper* Thefe unhappy 
difpofitions frequently begin, and carry on, th$ 
fatal difeafe which 1 have now defcribecL No- 
thing can do well out of the courfe marked 
for it by nature and providence. The buljr 
mind of man, if not cultivated with employ- 
ment and fockl intercourse, will naturally 
ihoot up into wild and dreary imaginations* 
Gloomy thoughts, if not inftantly difcbarged 
into the bofom of a friend, will ftrike deep, 
root, daily multiply their kind, and at laft a- 
verwliehn the mind. 

But for this, and a variety of other reafons, 
fiabits of devotion, and frequent intercourfe 
with the Deity,, are to be recommended as the; 
n\oft effectual method to relieve the concealed 
bitternefs of the heart. 

The caprice of onr fellow-creatures may re-* 
quire much previous fufpenfe; and* after all, 
render our fuccefs at their hands precarious ia 
the ifiue. The high value which they put up* 
on their favours, and the overcharged tribute 
of gratitude which they exact, may difcourage 
timid minds from following put their natural 
inclinations to have recourfe to the fympathy 
and confolation. of their fellow-creatures. But 
we are encouraged to approach God in fu.U 
coufidcucc; that,, he will receive us gracioufly* 
. . * an4 
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0&d heal our forrows. He giveth to all liberal- 
ly, and upbraideth not : he dwelleth with the 
mas of a humble and contrite fpirit. 

Again, the pride of our hearts, which affects; 
more to appear than to be happy, makes us a- 
Jhamed to acknowledge our inferiority to crea- 
tures who ftand originally upon the fame level 
with ourfelves. But before the immenfky o£ 
the Deity, all comparifon i&at-an end, we fub- 
fide into nothing ; and it appears our higheft 
honour, as well as advantage, to be admitted; 
to bow down, and pour forth, our hearts before: 
him* % 

The divine goodnefe familiar and continually* 
prefent to the mind, at laft imparts fomewhatt 
of itfelf, and infufes s^fweetnefs into the heart* 
which proves the fureft antidote againft pride* 
rancour, envy,' and every malevolent and dif-r 
quieting afte&ion of mind - 
. Thus complacency: and fatisfa&ion ad&ra 
and gladden the-couotenance, whilft.it is raifedi ' 
to heaven in acls of devotion- 

Befides all this, devotion' elevates the mind' 
above the fphere within which all the caufes o£ 
uneafinefs and anxiety are circumfcribed. As> 
the clouds- whiebpafs over our heads, obftruct 
the cheating rays of light ©rjy to thofe who 
are below* them, and- are themfelves illumine 
ted by the reflected fplendor of fuperior re- 
gions- j To the mind mounted upon the wings* 
of devotion, foars; above all the little cares and 
aosieue* which haunt the prifon>of this world* 
Lj, . and! 
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and breathes enlarged and unmplefted ia the- 
j$gioas of liberty, peace* and affiled joy. . f 

Thus I might appeal to thoft who have been, 
fo happy as to make, the experiment* if upon, 
the fir ft attack of forrow* — if when they found 
themfelyes ready to fink into, perplexity andk 
defponding thoughts,, upon occafion of difap* 
pointment, or uncommon ill oifage from their" 
fellow-creatures •, if in fuch a fituatioit they- 
have poured forth their foul* ta God, refign* 
ing themfelves entirely to his goednefs, have 
they not. found immediate relief? have they 
not found a ferenity, whicM undifturbed prom 
ferity cannot comprehend I It was the divine 
goodnefs, not fpeculatively contemplated, bu$ « 
poured, down* and feelingly imprcflcd upon 
their hearts. . It was as if a voke from heaven* 
in loud and ravifhing accents,, had announced 
the eftabliflunent and everlafting reign <rf peace* 
and felicity in their hearts. And* now exalted 
■fcpon^n eminence from whence inferior oh* 
jefts appear, diminiihed and remote,, the 
army of miseries which lately appeared fo vaft 
and fo formidable, hardly fails under the no-* 
tice of the eye. 

: To confirm theft observations I ftalLjuft 
obferve, that as, in the difeafes of the body* 
nature herfelf often fuggefts the method of re~ 
Hef ; fo, no lefe.bcnevolen|iA.what i&mortinvt 
portant to our happinefs, by a fort of inftinc- . 
tive impulfe, flie direflts us to the moft imme«* 
diate ,and fuccefsful confolatioq under the more 
grievous jniferies of .the mind* Thus the 

heart 



Heart-Bitterne& ic& 

heart labouring with forrow too big to be ut- 
tered, and driven from every expectation and 
gleam of hope from human aid, without fore- 
thought or deliberation Hies to the original 
fountain of all conTolation and happinefs. 

The unnatural violence of men to them- 
selves in endeavouring to fupprefc or divert thefe 
feelings ; their fubftituting falfe and artificial 
remedies ; bufinefc, amufements> I do not 
know what airy fchemes of philofophy, are the 
tiaifchkvons .caufts which wreck their comfort^ 
and plunge them. into, an unfathomable abyfs 
«f mtteryjuid defpauv 
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Concerning the neceffity of Death, and its ; 
no lefs neceffary effe&s* _ [ 

By Thobias Blacklock, D. D» 



. . i 

In thofe days was Hezekiabfick unto death : anck 
the. prophet, lfaiah the Jon of Amos came ta< 
him, and /aid unto him* Thus, faith the Lord* 
Set thine houfe in order, for thou /bait die, and 
nojt live. 

IF mankind were (b vain and foolifh to? 
flatter themfeives that the duration of their 
prefent ftate would be eternal, Nature and Pro-* 
vidence have taken {uch care to undeceive 
them, as the importance of the point required*. 
Scarce, one day can pais without exhibiting fad: 
fpe&acles of mortality to the public eye. As 
mifls and vapours, when exhaled, defcend in. 
rains ; as fountains and rivers pour their full: 
urns into the ocean, where they are undiftin- 
guilhably loft- ; as every morning-fun rifes but 
to decline; by the fame neceffity, the fame 
inviolable order of nature, every man is born, 
to die. When the facred writings treat of hu- 
man life, they confider our exiltence here, as. 
an unfubftantial vapour, (fee Job xiv. 1. 2. 
andE&L ciii*. 14. )^which ; .floating through the 

boundkfe 
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boundlefs fields of air, 13 ^t laft abforbed in it* 
maternal element, nor leaves the leaft difcern- 
able veftige behind. They confider it as a, 
flower in the field, which opening on the ra- 
vifhed eye, difplays the jfaireft colours of na- 
ture's inimitable pencil ; but foon the nipping, 
frofts, or chilling winds, blaft all the grace and 
beauty of its blooming verdure, and onlyleava 
its melancholy ruins behind \ that from thefe 
*he contemplative gazer may, with deep-felt 
anxiety and tender regret, lament the beaute- 
ous wreck, whilft he prefages his own. But 
Nature has not left us to learn our fate from 
remote and ambiguous calls* How loud, how; 
universal, how emphatic, how intelligible, how 
incefiant, how alarming is her voice ! It af- 
fumes every form that may engage our atten- 
tion, h darts upon the foul in every thought, 
it {peaks in every period, it addrefies every 
fenfe. It is felt in the ties of friendfhip and 
confanguimty when broken, it is. feen in the wU 
&>w'$ tears, and heard in the fhrieks of or- 
phans. The tomb, the infatiable tomb> is ever 
open to devour its prey, whilft multitudes of 
every fex and age, from every clime, are con- 
ftantly replenifhing the dark and filent do- 
mains of death. 

Is it not ftrange, therefore, is it not unac- 
countably ftrange, that Providence, and it? fub~ 
ftitute Nature, fhould have taken all thefe pains* 
tp little or no purpofe ? When the funeral of 
an indigent perfon pafles by, we are content- 
ed j& breathe a figh* which decency, not hu-; 

manitya 
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manity, prompted, or to fay we are fbrry for 
it, even with too little concern to fave our ve- 
racity from imputation. But though our ex- 
cufe, that we have no connection with the per : 
fon, might be fuftained ; yet what can we pleacf 
when the grim tyrant is more awful and imme- 
diate, in his approaches? Our neighbours, our 
friends, our relations have died : what then ? 
Perhaps, we dreffed in black, paid a few tears 
to their memory, reclined our heads, talkedf 
fadly, and looked grave, till the period of de- 
cent mourning expired : then, equally forgetful 
of our lofs and of ourfclves, we returned in air. 
our former gaiety to the fcenes of pleafure, or 
the reforts of bufinefs. It is one of the moflf 
benignantinftitutions in Nature's law, that time- 
affords a balm for every wounded heart, 

I reprove not the drooping head when raifecV 
from dejection, nor would cover the cheek of 
forfow with blufhes when wiped from tears* 
Let us "return to the pleafures and employments- 
of life with proper relifh, but never liv$ with 
fo much eagernefs and avidity, as to forget that 
others have died before us, and that we alfo 
muft die. It was to r t oufe us from indolence* 
and fecurity, to awake, if poffible, a due fenfe 
of our precarious fituation, that this fubjeft 
has been undertaken ; let me therefore beg, 
that it may gain fuch attention from my audi- 
ence, as they would wifli to have paid it in the 
hour of darknefs and convulfive pangs ; whee 
time, and earth, and day, and pleafure, fly 
from every fenfe, and when nothing bift vt 

bouxullefs. 
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boundlefc and uncertain eternity lies before 
them!. Death, my brethren, however gloomy 
and terrific, is pregnant with interefting confe- 
derations : for though we have not, like He- 
zekiah, received a particular meflage from Hea- 
ven, to warn us of the impending crifis ; yet, 
by the voice of nature and experience, which, 
.though lefs immediate and fenfible, is the voice 
of God himfelf, we are certainly informed that 
we fhall die. 

I do not pretend to exhauft a fubjecT: fo co- 
pious ; permit me only to hint a few things 
which feem natively to arife from the words of 
our text. Without attending to the preceding 
narration, we (hall briefly infift upon the in- 
junction itfelf, " Set thine houfe in order, for 
y thou (halt die, and not live." 

It was delivered by an immediate and fpecial 
■commiflion from the abfolute Sovereign of 
heaven and earth, to Hezekiah, when amidfl: 
the triumphs of a late victory, and elated with 
a fenfe of freedom from a formidable enemy : 
he was feized with a djftemper, mortal in its 
( own nature, had not its malignity been checkj- 
rd by that Almighty Being in whofe hands are 
the iflucs of life and death. 

But without taking the words as they ftand 
in conneftion, they may be, with great pro- 
priety, confidered as a general precept ; and i$ 
this view they will become univerfally appli- 
cable. ^ 

f Let me, therefore, addrefs every, particular 
perfon Jierc 5 and would to God, my addrefs 

were 
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Vere armed with Sufficient energy, to prove 
efle&ual, whilft in hid name I call upon you to 
let your houfes in order, to xegukte your mojfk 
Valuable and important affairs, fo* you fliaH 
die, and not live j you (hall be torn from a8 
*he plcafures* endearments, and advantages of 
your prefect ftate ; you fhall be tranfported to 
fecne? -of knmortal happmefe, or eternal an** 
jruifhr,* as your own particular dHpoGtions and 
behaviour, the immutable diftin&ion betweeft 
'virtue and vice* and the declared rules of 
{Sod's -eternal government, point out your way. 
* : Firfl, then j we may, cdnfider death as certain 
So its arrival* but uncertain in its period. 
*" idly, We may view, it as a migration or re* 
tnov&l from our prefent ftate. 
r jrf#y We may contemplate: it, in its effects, 
fcothfon our fouls and bodies. And, 
i Athfy, Deduce a few improvements from the 
whole. • * ■ 
■»)'• ' • >• . ( 

r, I. We return to the fjrft thing propofed. • 
; » Every one upon rejection muft be convin- 
ced* that he is not exempted from the commoft 
lot of mortality * that all the foccefiions of hu* 
man race, from its origin to the prefent period, 
4ilve paid the irredeemable debt of nature ; 
fend that he himfelf muft vifit the undifcovered 
feountry, frdinrwhofe confines no traveller re- 
turns. 1 . But the ^reat misfortune is this, that, 
infatuated by our fondnefe for the world, pre* 
turning on the foundnefs- of our conftitutions, 
of terrified with the thoughts of approaching 
* ' i 2 - diiTolution, 
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^iflblution, we arc willing to place the gloomy 
<profpe& as remote as poffible, -and flatter our- 
ielves, that we may reach -the jnoft diftant ex- 
treme which is' affigned for the duration of 
human life. There appears no natural incon- 
£ftency in the fuppofition, and in this, as in 
many other cafes, we are too apt. to heighten 
poffibilicy into truth. But how vain our per- 
ftafion, obfervation and experience ought to 
convince us. How many infant ftrangers art 
only deftined to behold -the light of heaven* 
and fhut their eyes for ever ? how many fori 
lake the prefent fcene before they reach the 
prime of life ? how many have we beheld keen 
in the profecution of bufinefs, or purfuit of 
pleasure, who m the very tumult and ardout 
of aftion, were for ever arretted fcy the leaded 
hand of death, and loft to all our futurt in- 
quiry ? Nor are thefe iriftances, however nu* 
mejrous and Unking, the only fources whence 
reafon may deduce the uncertainty of life. Tea 
thoufand avenues to fate are eter open, even 
in the common courfe of things* v We nee& 
Aot have recourfe to wars, to plagues, inun- 
dations, or earthquakes ; the quiver of Death if 
always pregnant with fhafts, equally certain in 
their flight, and proper to execute their Ma»- 
fterfswiH. 

In a frame fo complex as the human Body, 

* where ;fo many caufes effential to life, concur 

in its prefer Vation, whence caa we derive the 

preemption' that we ihall continue long here i 

Are we not coofcitus, that, a ftate which de- 

Vol. II- K pen<U 
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<|>eads on a right mixture and due proportion 
.©£ humours, or a proper, contexture of veiiifr 
*nd fibres, muft be precarious ? > Do we not 
know, that every material frame muft at Iaft 
wear out? Arc we not fenfible, that our fpirfts 
muft be evaporated, or our folids offified, and 
$hat the very action of digeftion and cirtula* 
tion muft at laft deftroy the organs which are 
everted ? Is it not plain, that all the qualities 
even of the food by which we are nouHfhed, 
are far from being equally friendly to nature? 
and though, the ftrength of our frame may for 
fame time conquer the malignity qf fuch 3s 
are contrary; yet, as accident, or old age, ren- 
ders us more feeble, they will operate whh in* 
creating force. But though the human body 
fhould be granted fecure from all internal dan- 
ger, yet how is it .proof againft the extremes of - 
weather, and the various tumults of thefeho- 
ftile dements which we inhabit ? Every differ* - 
ept temperature of heat or cold, every breath 
pf putred air, every ftorm that blows, may have 
fetal effe&s on the human conftitution. 

After this account of our fituation, is it ftili 
neceffitry that we fhould call forth the dread* 4 * 
ful retinue of Death, and bring thofe relentlefe 
jninifters which .more immediately attend his 
perfon, to your view ? Muft we exhibit Con- 
sumption, pale, and ftruggHng for breathy or. 
levers, wlxich, in their delirioui rage, war a- 
gainft Nature, till (he is exhajifted in the com* 
tot? Muft we introduce the frightful family 
pf Pain, the Gout, ttoe Stone, the Golic, wltj* 
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thcii- diftorted viffagcs, convulfivc attitudes, and 
piercing cries ? Muft we invoke the widowed 
wife, the deferted.hu&and, the childlefs fatter* 
or the orphan child} that, in- the anguifh of na- 
ture, their tears and groans may atteft the 
truths we. declare ? . 

. Is it not fuflkient to roufe our attention, 
when, we reflect* that the prcfent indivifible in- 
ftant alone is our own? The rapidity of 
thought, the lightning of heaven, the fwifteft 
cpuWe of winged defire impatient for its objeft, 
are not fwifter than the approaches of our. 
fate. Why then ihould we linger with fond 
attachments, or unmanly-terrors, on a foreign 
fhore, whilft the .fail that wafts us to our eter- 
nal home is already unfurled, and every wind, 
I and every, tide, .calls us to prepare ? But fup- : 
pefe the fete of things were different, fuppofe 
icwere given, us to -protract life from day to - 
day, evea. till the plaintivjc^fecble trembling pe*^ 
rk)d of old age, would, this hff a juft caufe for * 
delaying our .preparation ?• Far from it. 

When fa&cy and appetite have ranged at* 5 
large, when they have acquired habits of li- 
cence and 'biutality*: they will fcorn the rein, » 
and rejeft the falutary hand of difcipline. 

There are indeed certain appetites in our 
frame, which age and weaknefs mult of courfe \ 
fubdue > but if they are the conqueft of na- * 
ture, not of virtue, we are not one jot impro- * 
ved by their ab fence- Thefe devils are only 
difpoffefled, that they may give place to legions* 
worfe than ihetnfdves. Fraud, the favourite ° 
Kz chUd 
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child of hell. Ambition, that firft vioISaed:the- 
ftcred harmony, of God's crcatfcnj Avarice, 
tjiat eternal thirft/ which is ftill more inflame^ 
by indulgence ; and feUvdevouring Envy, fiic— 
ceed to the paffiouas of yoyth, and render the 
infirmities of age more infupportable.. Thefe 
continually ingreafe, in number and malignity. 
In fpite of every fubterfuge, Mortality aflerts- 
her univerfal empire \ nor. can.all the magic of 
feji-deceiving Hope* difguife our fituation from 
us, nor turn our attention from the impending- 
changeu Then it is that Death, in all; his hor- 
rors, rifes to oucview: pale and* ghaftly, . he: 
ftalks for ever before us, and brandifhes at e- 
very ftep his, mortal dart nearer to our bofoms. 
ls t this a time for recollection^ ancL deliberate • 
thought:; is this a proper feafon for moral; 
culture and refinement, whilft, diftracted with, 
external pain and, inward diffipation,, .when, 
the memory, of our criminal plea fur es whicK 
ate paft., haunts us afiiduoufly, as ghbfts pur- 
fue their murderer, to tell the melancholy tL? 
dings, that they can be enjoyed namore ? when 
the curtain of eternal Night is drawn afide, andi 
D,eatji and Hell £bem oftentatjous of their latent* 
horrors ? Let us take a more minute and par- 
ticular view of a perfon in this fituation, let 
our eyes dwell for fome time on his miferable- 
portraiture. See, he endeavours. to walk in vain *. 
his paralytic limbs refufe their ofiice : he 
courts repofe, andreclines upon his couch $ but. 
thorns. and ferpents are flrawed over the bed; 
of xeft.. Vital. warmth forfakeshim, pain pur- 
; • iiies 
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ftics departing life through every retreat, and : 
no place affords him eafe. Lo ! he ftarts, he 1 
imites his breaft, he lifts his eyes to heaven, 
then fixes them with terror on the ground* 
Ah me J eries he in tears, what am I become > 
Is it in myfelf, or the world around me, that I 
feel this inexplicable alteration ? Wkere is thax 
warm blodd, tkofe volatile fpirits, which dan- 
ced fo gayly through my veins ? Why have my ' 
nerves loft their wonted vigour and daftrcity ? ' m 
why do they fhrink and tremble even in the ' 
common offices of life and -nature ? What has 
fo dreadfully changed the appearance of things ? ' 
why does the ttvidnight-frolick, which' once I 
enjoyed with fuch intenfe delight, now fecm 
no more than infipid noife and diffipatton ? 

What flattens the reli£h of wine, objures 
the iuftre of beauty, extinguishes the tafte of 
pieafure, and palls the charms of focial riot ? 
What has eclipfedthe glories of power and poP- 
feffion? why do they no longer fiH my heart ' 
with transport, and roufe my frozen powers to 
action ! Alas ! thefe enjoyments and purfuits 
are now no more. Yet even this ftate of languor - 
and inupidiry would be tolerable ; even the ef- 
forts of external pain, which, like a relentlefs : 
fury, tears my nerves, breaks my bones, and 
drinks my blood, might be born : but where, 
oh! where is my reputation ? where the aiEftance 
and comfort of my fympathifing friends ? 
where the pleating recollection of a well-fpent ' 
Kfe? where the inestimable enjoyments of a ' 
fdf-approvipg heart ? and, O my foul* where 
K j axe 
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arc tfry hope* of eternal happineft ? Wixtcfe 
that I am! every debilitated power* eyery tor:* 
mented fenfe in my frame,. recaJs to my mindi 
fomc criminal indulgence. 1 have no ufe :©fr 
memory,, but as a record of my own profligacy, 
and infamy.. My heart is the object of its own* 
tdtimate deteftation. My conference upbraids; 
zne with unceajlng reproaches, and every part, 
of this difordercd body tells me, in a language; : 
too fenfible to be doubted* that I mull; die.. 
Muft die !. O heaven, and, earthy and. what fuc— 
ceeds? Horror, anguifh, defpair I. the bitten, 
cup of everjafting damnation. I To what re? 
iburce can. I thtn fly ? Though God«himfel£ . 
ihould remit his vengeance, and. quench, thofe. « 
corrofive fires* that for ever, encompaft my, 
foul, and pierce her inmoft eflence-, yet hell.ES> 
in my own. bofom, it is anfeparable from niy^ 
felf, and admits of no, cupe , but annihilation*. - 
Will my tears quench the unextinguiihabls.: . 
flame? wiU my groans fbften to tendernefst. 
thofe malignant fgirits„ who. extort eternaJL- 
trophies frpm my torment, who endeavour to* 
make infinite juftice recoil upon itfelf,. and. tor 
wound th^ Creator by the mifery.oP his pro- 
duction*? /S U S^ l * the piaure of a guilty lif* 
prolonged to age j, and for it*, fidelity,. I dare,, 
without hesitation, appeal to nature and expe- 
rience, is it wife then, is it fa fe^ is.it prudent,, 
to delay the important talk, of preparation, till. ' 
mature jinks unequal to the toil ? Is it confift- 
cot with, our pretences to reafon, only to be- 
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gin. the moft valuable fcicncc of Kfc whea wer 
muft ceafc to. live?. 

. II. But this leads usto; confider death as, 
emigration,, or removal from this world. 

J t is our principal intention in thefe reflec- 
tions to confider the nature of life and death,.. 
that we may form a proper eftimat* of each,, 
and be able- to judge what may be loft or gained. ' 
by either alternative.. 

, Butfince death is the neceflary and unav- 
oidable event, of all, and/fince the time of na«- 
aire's demand is uncertain, it becomes every 
national being to ftand prepared, either for 
keeping or leaving his poft according as the / 
univerfal Sovereign fhall direft him :: for as no 
orders can be more folemn and obligatory than. [ 
the commands of God and nature ; if we " 
would: obey them;; our obedience muft.be free j 
and chearfui, without 1 rduflance, ftruggle, or. rl 
regret. It has, however, been obferved, that 
ope chief end which, we have at prefent hx 
view, is to form- a. proper eftimate of ous 
change : now, that this may be done with due 
accuracy, it will doubtlefs appear juft to confi- 
der what we muft. rclinquifh in our departure * 
from life. 

. And in the firft place, we muft neeeflarily . 
quit every perfonal advantage. The man who 
glories in corporeal ftrength, muft acknowledge. 
Fate his fuperior, and fink beneath its oppref- 
fiye hand, with groans and agonizing convuU 
fions. At the approach of Death, the fp^rk- 

ling 
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ling eye, whofe luftrc pierceth the foul of every 
beholder, (hall be extinft ; and the vermilion.* 
cheeks, though tinged with , Beauty*s faireft 
l^loom, grow pale as flowers when premature- 
ly nipt by froft. -Yet a little while, and the* 
talieft head, the moil majeftic form, that ever 
nature reared, or animated, lhall be low, and 
mingle with its native duft. Yet a little while, 
and the brighteft genius that ever was kindled by 
the breath of heaven, (hall be intercepted in it*' 
gr&nd defigns, and bid a laft adieu to every 
mortal connexion. Yet a little while, and 
the bofoni which beats high with florid wiihes, 
and fanguine expectations, (hall be more cold,, 
more infenfible, than ice. Haft thou, O fon of 
Earth, acquired extenfive or valuable poflef- 
fions in this world ? Bid thy foul fondly tell 
herfelf fhe had enough, and prepared to riot 
oh the fruits of her care and labour ? Look 
forward, and behold the unexpected deftiny • 
which awaits thee. In vain haft thou accumu- 
lated all this vaft treafure ; in vain is it feeured 
to thee by all the forms of law ? and every hu- 
man precaution, what have human laws and 
human precautions to do with the awards of • 
Fate ? Thy doom is ratified in heaven ; and if 
thou art not willingly obfequious to ks com- - 
Eiands, a power more mighty and more irre- 
Cftible than thine lhall compel thee* But per* . 
haps my fufpicions are uncharitable ; perhaps 
thou mayeft refigri, with chearfulnefs and mag- 
nanimity, all thofe pleafures and accommoda- 
tions which accrue from beauty, ftrength, or-* 

riches t 



Oi> £)$ath. rry 

riches r y£t there are other connections of a na- 
ture more tender and fenfible, which ftill retard 
thy flight, -and by the deareft, ftrongeft, an<£ 
moft infeparable attra&ion, detain thy heart 
with all ittwifhes in this mutable and- tranfitox-jf" 
world. Thou- haft often fee n the faireft form? 
decay, and the moft extenfive property tranfc 
ferred to other porfleflbrs 5 it was natural for- 
thee to think thy beauty not immortal, nor 
thy rights unalienable .* but did thy heart ob- 
ferve the fame precaution in its excurfions af^ 
ttr ambition, or in. the vigour of its enterprife* 
for fame i Art thou- contented to be ftript of 
titles, power, and pageantry I Can thy defirei' 
contract themfelves to a dark and narrow cell? 
Art thou* reconciled to that filence and ohlif 
vion, which muft ere long involve thy memo* 
ry ? Even here thy heart- may prove viftox % ipus^ 
al)d rife fuperior to tlfefe attachments; but 
what of the endearments of kindred and' 
friendship ?" Beauty is fading, and' admiration 
precarious ; ftrength muft wreftlc with ^ 
fWonger power, and' be fubdued ; riches make 
to 'themfelves wiug9,. and flee away; fame is 
Jlke mufic to the deaf, never obtained till it 
cannot be heard j ambition foars ^bove its pros- 
per height, and by its- towering, aggravates its * 
fall. But, gracious God ! muft we bid adieu, 
an everlafting adieu, to our deareft friends, tQ 
thofe whom fimilar fentiments, and long inter- 
courfe, have rendered a part, an intimate and. 
fenfible flart of ourfelves I Muft this harmo- 
nious union of hearts be violated by the inex- 

'orablc 
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orable hand of Death? Muft every facred fym- 
pathy of foul be felt no more ? Muft the fxnjle 
that cheared, the hand that affifted, the wif- 
dom and tendernefs "which. directed us in every 
viciffitude of life, be refigned for ever ? Muft 
we bid an endlefs farewell to a worthy father, 
an indulgent mother, and every tender dome- 
flic relative ? Our wives and children too I j 
Soul -piercing thought! muft we abandon I 
them to the cold and parfiraonious entertain- „• 
ment which widows and orphans too frequent* 
ly find ? Defenceless, helplefs, as they are, how 
foon may they fall the unrefifting facrifice of. 
oppreffive violence ? Innocent ajid nn&fpeft- . 
ing, how foon may they become a prejr to the 
fnares and arts of a mercenary, defigning, and, 
infidious world ? Thefe are too frequently th£, 
dijfmal retrofpe&s of a deathbed * and there k 
are few of mankind who muft not expert to. 
lofe fome or all of thefe advantages in thefc. 
tranfition from life. It is, therefore^ of io~ 
finite importance to our tranquillity in this 
world, and our happinefs in the next, that we,. * 
anticipate our future change, with all its con- . 
fequences ; fince this is the only way by which. - 
they can poflibly be confolcd or redrefletL.-. 
But of this more in our improvement. 
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The Subjed continued. 

2 K*n GS, XX. i. 

In thofe days was Hezekiah Jick unto death: an& 
the prophet Ifaiah the fan of Amos came to 
him, and /aid unto him> Thus faith the Lord, 
Set thine houfe in order, for thou /bait die, and. >. 
not live* 



III. *¥ T 7 E fhould now proceed to contem- : 

VV plate Death in its mod immediate 
and remarkable effects both on our fouls and . 
bodies 5 but whilft formerly we recapitulated . 
the various accommodations and pleafures 
which muft be refigned in our exit from the 
prefent ftate, this enumeration infenfibly led 
us to anticipate many of thefe effefts : yet there 
are (till fome which have not fallen under our 
obfervation ; and which, by the grace of God, 
may difpofe us to entertain the profpeft of 
Death with a fQlemntty becoming its import* 
ance* How decent, how lovely, how awful, 
how admirable, is this living ftruflure man 1 _ 
how ercft his ftature ! how majeftic his de- 
portment ! how nice and delicate his fymmetry ! 
how noble and expreffive his countenance ! 
how various, and how properly adapted his 
powers! how numerous and aftoniihing his 
functions ! how fubUme and energetic his ap- 
pearance 
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•pearaace -in a&ion ! £uch a fabric the f>refetft 
moment offers to our view; but to-morrow-— 
great and.unfearchable God 1 how dreadful* 
how inconceivable is the-changeT Imtead of 
that grace and variety of motion which we 
formerly beheld and admired, his whole frame 
is now chained in abfolute and perpetual inac- 
tivity.- Infteadofthat ere&form, thatmajc-t 
ftic and fignificant deportment, which lately 
charmed us, we now view him extended in the 
fame.difmai attitude for ever. Inilead of that 
vital and agreeable warmth formerly diffufed 
over his whole frame, eflential frigidity itfelf/ 
is not more cold than all his Hmfes> fo that e* 
very touch thrills the foul with ineffable hor- 
ror • Inftead of thofe beautiful colours, that * 
exquifite proportion, that inimitable expreffion$ 
w^hich once adorned his countenance, his eyes 
are fixed, and all their living fire extinct ; his 
lips and cheeks are covered with one uniform • 
gajepejsjhis features are become long, {harp, and 
gtaftly. Here l^t the fclf-eaatnoured beauty, 
the darting idol of fame, the 'titled pageant of 
heraldry, , the fplendid roiniOn of fortune, re& 
tire from the gilded eguipage or luxurious 
tajble, and furvey the genuine image of their 
infrinfic greatnefs. - ^ 

. . I will not protrafi this fad defcription, r>or 
attend.the mournful object in its progrefs m : 
its. native duft. "Were I difpofed to -indulge z. 
humour of unnecefTary .declamation, 1 might', 
pierce the funereal glopm, and delineate the.hu* • 
n>aji form in all the periods of its decay. Jbtf 
1 let 
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>let -others traverfe the dark and nolfome vault 
where mortality dwells in the pomp of ruin?; 
let others contra& the brow of Death in adven- 
titious frowns, and cloud his afpecl with hor- 
rors not his own. I*can fee no good effect to 
ly produced by awaking and exaggerating the 
prejudices of fenfe and fancy. To expofe Na* 
tnreia her<di{habille,and dete& her retired ope-* 
rations, may -indeed agitate the weak or fuperV 
Aitious heart with ineffectual panics ; but to ft 
phUofophicai eye, all the forms which Nature 
wears* and all the impreflions of her hand, are 
equally 'venerable; nor does pure and und^- 
praved Reafon acjtnire heriefs in the procefc of 
her works to diffolution, than: when her gene- 
rative and prolific influence is exerted, td builds 
once more the falling forms, and repleniflb the 
furface of the. globe. Let it, however* mortify 
the vain ebullitions of human pride, (and what 
can humble us if fuch meditations wift not J) 
xhM man may fay with propriety to the worn* 
,c Thou art my fitter ; and to cormption,Thou 
€ f art my father, and my mothec." Hefre then 
let the curtain fall \ the tragedy of man, atleaft 
in shis view, has now reached its final irata- 
rtaophe.: But there is another <profpec"fc not 
lefs affecting to a fenfible heart, ' than thofe 
which have already engaged us. It is not fuf- 
ficient, that form and motion become the tro- 
phies of our mercilefa conqueror. At his ap* 
preach the flame of life goes out, and all the 
powers of fenfation are no more. Truly light 
i* fweet, and it is a delightful thing to beholff 
♦Vol. II. L the 
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the fun : how fair, how enchantingly fair, is 
the face pf Nature, divcrfified with flowery vales, 
*raodrcrown'd mountains, and cry ft al rivers i 
♦How fweetly breathes the vernal . gale, tinged 
with a mingled fragrance of ten thoufand o- 
dours! How harmonious and raviihing the 
ibund of mufic ! But, O! farewell ye mo- 
mentary beauties, henceforth ye exift for other 
fcnfesi not for ours. The decifive inftant of 
pgony and tears approaches 5 our part on this 
temporary theatre Js £m&ed, and we muft 
give place to others, who already wait our abr 
fence to appear. 

Well and wifely did the Pfelmift caution us, 
not to repofe our confidence in princes, nor 
the fons of men, whofe breath departs, whole 
mortal connections and enter prifes are in a mo- 
ment effaced, and configned to endlcfs forgetful? 
nefs. But amidft this awful revolution, whilft 
the moving and fcnfible frame which connects 
us with furrounding objects, is diverted of its 
priftirte dignity, and mixes with the inanimsU 
%ed e$ph from whence it rofe, what is the 
fete of that unwearied energy within us, that 
principle wl^ich feels, reflects, determines ? Is 
the foul, that emanation of divinity, that fpark 

' of celeftial intelligence, which God himfelf 
firft breathed into the human frame, fubjected 

'to the fame diffolution with its material- refi- 
dence I If fo, why, (excepjt in fonie particular 

•difeafes), why fhouid it retain ike full poflct 

-fion of its powers, and independence of its nar 

Cu^c, even to the tail palpitation of the heart 

- - k ' ' an<jl 



On Death. ~* ti^ 

and pulfes .*. nay, why does h rife above pain 
andweaknefs? why does it derive perfe&ioi* 
and improvement, not only from the infirmi- 
ties and ruin of its own body, but from the fi- 
rta! Wreck and difSpation of aH that is mortal? 
Long before the prefect erhls, it beheld that 
material fyftem to which k was united, in its 
growth, in its maturity, and inks decline, whilftr 
the confeious and informing principle fek k- 
felf always Drogreflive ; and through every cor- 
poreal change recogmfcd the growing vigour, 
extent, and perfection of its indefatigable 
powers. Surely, therefore, a difference fo im- 
inenfe and {hiking, mrft merit our feridusat^ 
mention : and* what can we conclude from ir, 
thrt that there is a fphit in man, and theittfpini- 
won of the Almighty ? The body dies, life and 
wgetatiett fbpfake it ; but^thefe are for ever 
inherent in the foul, unterminated in their 
views, and inceflant in their operations. Lc ! 
the fcetie of immortality opens, the dawn of 
everlafting day pours its chearful beams upoa 
tke mtdleftual eye. Nor is this profpeft alone 
derived Bom the intrinfic nature of the foul ; 
*he various difpofition» of external thrngs. are 
no lefs eloquent of her eternity,. , The unequal 
and unaccountable diftributions of good and 
«^il, which, every obferver of nature and pro- 
vidence muft perceive, plainly prove, that in- 
the mUd and equitable government of God* 
there muft be a period, a glorious and diftin- 
guiCied period, when virtue and happinefs, vice 
and mifery, fhall be ftricHy and inviolably united. 
Li fe 
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Is this then the ftate o£ thing* ; is Ac pie- 
fent period of our nature, a period of geftatioa. 
only ? Are our immortal fpirits now no morei 
than in embryo ? and is death in effedi nothing 
clfe but a birth to everlafting exiflence ? Are 
welikewife informed by the voice of Nature* 
and the wor;d of God* that this eternal ltate fliali 
be agreeable or difagreeable, according to the ha-' 
bits, action's, and difyofitions, which diverfify the. 
human clura&er ? Shall virtue then be enthro- 
ned in the prefence of God, and partake all 
that felicity which the capacities o£ an intelli^ 
gent nature can admit, or the infinite joys o£ 
heaven infpire ? Shall the vicious mind be de* 
preffed as low as hell ? Shall innate plagues, 
for ever prey upon its immortal, faculties ? 
Siia.ll it feel the prefence of God only by his, 
vindi&ive power i Shall the horrors of defpair 
eternally blacken.over its head ? and, deep alrea^ 
dy,. (hall k for ever fink to deeper damna- 
tion? How then fhould thefe awful and im- 
portant convictions operate on the conduft o£ 
a rational and immortal being.— — Thus we are; 
infenfibly led to deduce a few of the moft ob- 
vious improvements from what has been faicL 

IV, It appears, then, that death is the neceP- 
617 and unavoidable iflue of our prefent ftate v 
that no period of life is fecure from its attacks > 
that k deprives us of every corporeal advan- 
tage or conncftion j. and that it opens a paffage 
to confummate felicity or unutterable anguiih, 
according to our behaviour in this worlcL. 
t Front 



^ : - ©btlJcatltt'V xh$ 

From thefe four principal fources, numberlefs 
improvements may be drawn* We fliall only 
dvufe (uch as moil naturally occur, and pro-' 
mife the greateft- utility. Is it then certain be- 
yond all hefitation, that we muft die ? If for 
what is more plain and natural, than to regu~ 
late our conduct and affairs by this profpeft ? 
Such was the Prophet's mefiage to Hezekial* 
in the text,, € * Set thine houfe in order^ for* 
*+ thou {halt die, and not live." If literally 
tranflated, it is, a Command, orgive orders to- 
w thy houfe . M A late author * has been at 
great pains to prove, that all the fan&ions of 
the Jewiih difpenfation were temporary, and 1 
that the immortality of the foul lay hid in the 
{beret counfels* of God, from whence nothing, 
tranfpired concerning it tilt the publication of 
Christianity : but whoever reads the Old Tefta<* 
ment with due attention, will clearly difcern*. 
that immortality, though more ob feu rely and 
sefervedly mentioned, is* yet necefiarily implied 
in a great many pafiages, as in that ro which oujt 
Saviour alludes in his anfwer to the Sadduces f j, 
-*nd that the interpretations which this inge- 
nious wrker would obtrude upon us, are far*- 
ecd a$d unnatural. This> therefore, being, 
granted, it muft follow, that by the regulation^ 
of Hezakiah's houfe, the prophet did not'epn* 
fine himfelf to the arrangement of his feculatr 
affairs, He not only enjoins him to^djufl> tlib- 
j^operty of his . private effefts, and., appoint at. 
fuccefibr in his government j. but the precep* 

• .See Waiburtoa's Piviae>I»tgttionof Mofct. 
4> Mauh. xill 3*. 

I*- £ extends; 
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extends , to eternity, and its. concerns. . The for*' 
mer view is not to be neglected, but the latter 
ought chiefly to engage us* It is- certainly in- 
cumbent 0*1 every man, before his departure 
from .this worlds tadifpofe of his perfonal ef- 
fects, as equity* .necefiUy, gratitude, or other 
natural obligations {hall determine ; and to 
prevent all animofity or difpute,. by adjufting 
the claims of his friends. This rule invariably; 
abferved, might greatly fufpend, if not entirely 
.prevent, that cruel and unnatural eagernefs- 
'which heijrs difcover in crouding tp the cbam^ . 
bers of their expiring relations* even before the 
cpr^fe be cold* not to gjve way to the natural 
emotions of humanity and regret,, not to mpura> 
<the deceafed, but to carve and dilacerare his* 
pjTQperiy. One cannot .mention this difagree- 
able circumftance, without blu£hes and indig- 
nation* It is indeed fufficieat to make any li- 
beral an<£ ingenuous, mind afhamed of huraajfc 
nature. But whilft we. deteft the crime* we, 
m\tfl acknowledge the fa&. We muft ackqow- 
ledge^.that widowsand orphans have of ten, J3eje*k 
defrauded by the rapacity of villap$#s pre- 
tenders,, whofe title could only be founded on* 
the negligence of the original proprietor. .It 
muft be owned, that, the moft facred obliga- 
tions, which nature* re»fcn,./ or fociety^ could 
ian&ify,, have beep cruelly and fecrilegioufly 
profaned in controverted fettlements, by that 
implacable ra.ge and bittewiefs vrhkh a tedious 
a^d uncertain trial -at law never fails to create^ 
and iufLujie* whilft the v^fue of the fubject 
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ik queftion, is frequently exhaufted 4n the ex- 
pences of the fait. 

To -remove or qualify thefe iaconvenienciesy 
it is extremely proper, that every man whO' 
feaves effefts behind him, ffaould declare how 
their future property ought to be afcertained, 
jmd ratify that declaration with every neceflary' 
and ufeful form which particular focietiefe 
have appointed for that purpofe. But if thefe- 
precautions- are neeeflary in our external cir- 
cumftances, how much more care and circum- 
"^peftion are due to our minds, which eonftitute- 
our real felvesj and whofe intercfts are infinitdy . 
more extenfive and permanent than all fublu* 
nary concerns taken together ? Muft I their 
die ? Confider, O my foul, what is the import" 
of this irrepealable and univerfal law; De-- 
tatcft thyfelf and all thy wiflies from every 
mortal engagement. Art thou a rational crea(- 
fere, and corifcious of this awful revolution ?' 
Tell me, in the name of reafon, m the name of 
experience, kv the name of God himfelf, why- 
murmur at thy deftiny t To what purpofe lina- 
ges and look behind thee I Why ihamefully 
difcover thy impotence, t>y ftruggling for life,. 
*nd grafping at every flender twig, to fave thee: 
from the inevitable precipice ? The neceflky 
in which thou art involved, k determined, and t 
irreverfible but by the command of God ; and 
what claim haft thou te a difpenjption from' 
the univerfal lot of thy nature ? Shall the Cre- 
ator and Governor of things, fuperfede the 
-wife and uninterrupted plan of this- providence 

i • .. « ift 
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m .partiality to .thee i Advance then, . but ad- 
vance with that grace and decorum which be- 
cjojne thy ratit^nal, and immortal nature. Be 
not dragged like a. fordid wretch, a t bafe and 
cowardly malefa&or, to that conspicuous fcene: 
*fbere thou mayft appear as a candidate for. 
©ndjefs glory and felicity. Nor is- it enough 
to he imprcfied with the general convi&ion of. 
dying ;. for what is poflible in any dii^ant pe** 
riod, is now,, even now equally poflible. Hail 
thou feqn fuch numberlefs, fuch fatal inftances- 
qf the, uncertainty of life, and canft thou reft* 
lupine and regardlefs of thy own I Wilt thou- 
begin thy preparations to-morrow? What andi 
if here is to-morrow? It is in the records of e-.. 
tprnity alone 5 to-morrow's fun may rife, but* 
not .for thee. Perhaps thefe fliades which av 
prefent thicken over the face of nature, tnajft 
wrap thee in everlafting night. Delay not; 
then. : the prize is eternal and infinite ; the time; 
aligned for a&ion, a moment only. Doft" 
thou tremble at the pain of dying ? It is* a pain* 
GQrnman to all fenfitive natures, and. confer 
qsently not intolerable to thine, . Be comfort-; 
eji: if death is deliberate and tardy in hi&ap-* 
oroach, ..the- conflidi will be eajy and fuppost^ 
able. If he ru/hes upon thee with violence 
a#d impetuofity, he cannot at once urge the 
bJow and continue the fmart j for no teraenti 
Cjan be both exquifite and durable. Art thou* 
forry to be arreted Jn the .prime of life I ,thy 
grief is equally, fruitlds and unjuft. Whys 
wouUUt thpu laoguHh beneath a load of. mor«r 
>.t". ttlity i 
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t»Bty ? why wouldft thou groan and pant under-' 
this terreftrial burden, even till the laft mo- 
ment of its poffible duration ?. Then come the 
hours of difguft, peevifhnefs, and imbecility;: 
then deuVe retains its former keennefs, whilfir 
every capacity of enjoyment is either greatly 
enfeebled, or absolutely loft. Would it nor 
be much nobler, and more manly, to hear the- 
call of nature with chearfulnefs, fortitude, and 
refignation ;. to fpring at once into the regions 
of immortal being, from whofe remoteft pre- 
cincts, age and death, pain and forrow, are- 
for ever baniflied ? But death is a terrible- 
change. Doubtlefe; and pray, 19 life an eligible 
ftate ? Look back on what is already pafr ; go»» 
fiilt your formen experience 5 can you bear to-' 
reiterate the fame dull meals, to revolve the* 
feme uneafy dreams, to repeat the fame un- 
meaning converfations, to tread the fame beat- 
en paths, to yawn in the fame trite amufe- 
ments, to laugh at the fame ftale jeft, to reviews 
the fame unvaried profpeft; in ihort, conti- 
nually to wind the fame uniform circle of 
pains and pleafures ? Curiofity fickens, and 
cowardice itfelf naufeates the view. Tlioa 
baft already lived, and exhaufted the pleafure* 
of living. Reconcile thy vain fears and vainer 
hopes ta the impending change: night is the* 
natural end of day,, repofe of wearinefs, arid 
death of life. How Nature intends that we- 
fliould rate a gift fo fluctuating and perifliable** 
we may learn from the trivial cafualties by* 
-which, it mav be either protracted or curtailed- 

But^. 
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But, artful to projeft, and keen to inflict thy 
own unhappinefs, thou doft not judge of the 
future by the paft. New connexions and ideal 
treafures of chymerical delight, perpetually rife 
to Fancy's view, and kindle defires unfelt be- 
fore. As fruits untafted fix the wandering 
eye, but, when obtained, indulge the pallate with 
no higher variety, than the fame fweet, bitter,, 
tir acid, which it had formerly fo often felt, 
and neglected. Let us examine things in de- 
tail. Wealth renders us more independent,, 
and extends our capacities of doing good, 5 but,. 
in proportion to the quantity of our pofTef- 
fions, or the number of our retinue, we be- 
come the toys of fortune and the prey oi? 
knaves*' Fame only renders us a more confpi- 
cuous mark for the envenomed fhafts of envjp. 
and detraction. Power is precarious and dan>- 
gerous, it is a ferpent which efcapes our grafp 
only to" murder us with its fting. Youth is in--* 
defatigable in Its ftrengtb, afpiring in its aims,. 
ardent In its whiles, keen in its fenfations; but 
the natural confequences of this character are* 
precipitation, guilt, and remorfe. Social ImV 
may*, perhaps, wear a fairer face. Let 
us view it with impartiality and deliberation* 
Haft thou obferved man invariably juft,; bene- 
ficent, andhofpitableto man? Are the com- 
pliments and civilities of converfation ta be in*- 
terpreted in their full extent ? Is there no ri- 
valry, no competition of intcrefls in human 
Commerce ?." Are virtue and merit the only* 
paths which lead, to office and diftinction ? Haft 
' : - thou* 
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thou always Teen a fpirit of confanguinefil tei*- 
xiernefs univerfally cultivated, or the relative 
duties of life fcrupuloufly performed ? Have 
friends and relations been for ever , united in 
the fame views, interefts, and inclinations ? Is 
the courfe of public affiurs conducted by uner-» 
ring reafon, or animated by generous and di£n* 
terefted aims ? Let me not exaggerate the tvils 
of facial intercourfe, but appeal to thy own 
memory and obfervation. Only ioiprefe this 
caution deep on thy foul : " Never hope to 
u fhare enjoyments which thou haft not be- 
« M held }" nor imagine thy lot will fye free from 
thofe inconvenieacies which naturally and gene^ 
rally attend the fame circumftances. Such -a 
dream would be too prefumptuous for Folly 
herfelf, .even in the moft fanguine transports of 
her levity. Reduce things to their proper co- 
Jours, and their proper magnitude : let not 
fancy behold any object, but through the me- 
dium of reafon and experience But thou a*t 

ihock'd at the ft ate of thy body after death. 
The notions of coldnefe, infenfibility, and pu- 
trefaction, haunt thee. Once more be difabu-. 
fed ; Death is not the abfence of ffenfation per- 
ceived ; for that very feeling would be a fenfa- 
tion. It is a total rcquiefcence \ a long pro- 
found and undifturbed repofe ; a gracious ma- 
•nuraiffion from chaftifement and bondage; a 
.fabbath of facred tranquillity for weary an4 af-_ 
flifted Nature. He who is dead, fo far as the 
body is concerned, may be juftly compared to 
frim who never had exiftence; and, if thou 

canft 
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canft recollect no feelings of pain ©r mifery 
prior to thy birth, neither haft thou thefmal- 
left caufe to fear ,them in the grave. What 
,are all the changes* which affect thy material 
vehicle to thee ? No more than thofe which in- 
fluence any other piece of earth. It is no 
longer a part of thyfelf : the relation is broke*, 
the union diflblved. Let faith inform thee, 
that if thou liveft agreeably to thy Creator's 
will, " What was fown in weaknefs, fliall be 
4f raifed in powers wliat was refigned corrup- 
u tible, fliall put on incorruption ; what has 
" yielded to mortality, fhall be reftored im- 
€t mortal." — '-But God is juft, and thou art a 
inner. This indeed is a real caufe of horror ; 
yet let it not j*npel. thee, to defpair. Thou 
knoweft that Jefus himfelf defcended from 
heaven to affume our nature, to reprefent our 
pcrfons, to fuffer for our iniquities, to inter- 

• cede for our pardon, to become our equitable 
and fympathifing judge. Learn from his example, 
and from his precepts, to live and die ; then 
fhall thy life be fweet ferenity, and thy death 

• everlafting triumph. Receive him in all his 
characters and relations, cultivate habitual and 
delightful communion with him, be what he 
has prefcribed, and thou fhalt certainly enjoy 

-all that he has promifed. 

These are the fentiments and ifcipreffions, 

which, through all ages, have fupported the 

good and virtuous in every viciffitttde <if life, 

1 anQ 
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and. even hx the awful criiis of their di$blu<t 
tion. ■> 

In the firft topic propofed by our method* 
we have feen, with what foul-confuming ago* 
nies, what ke<n anticipations of ineffable ho i> 
ror, the man of guilt and diffipation expires* 
Hqftead of that dreadful object, (for an object 
more dreadful God's creation, cannot prefect), 
Jet us now pbferve with what triumph and ex^ 
citation the. real Chriftian, whofc life has 
been, upifioranly devoted to the. fcrvice of God 
and man, reAgns his pure and immaculate 
fpirii into the arms of it$ Creator* See on 
his countenance the fmile of confeious- peace ; 
behold hi? eye, though on the verge of abfo.- 
lute txtin&ion* yet relumed with happy pre- 
sages of that eternal and infinite joy into 
which his foul muft immediately enter. Li fie n * 
to his feeble, yet animated accents, how much 
they breathe of heaven, how nearly they re* 
Femble the voice of angels : Weep not for me, 
he cries, my dear deploring friends j weep not 
for me : the living, not the dead, demand 
your tears. Alasl how much has the new- N 
born infant to fuffer from the accidents of na» 
ture ; from the caprice and cruelty of fortune j 
from the indifference, contumely, or trea- 
chery of his fpecies ; from the k>fs of thote 
who have been long endeared by choice or 
nature, and from the fad and mortifying rd- 
yie^ of his own guilt and errors. Gracious 
God I what numberlefs acknowledgements, 
what eternal ^nd infinite gratitude are due to 
Vol. II. M- thee, 
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thee, for having conduced me in this manner 
through the tempefts of a tumultuous and 
flu&uating life, to the harbour of everlaftiog 
iranquUlity and happineft ! With what inex- 
preffible tranfport, amidft the debility of nature, 
the ftruggles of departing life, do I contem- 
plate my approach to that immortal glory and 
felicity which was the beneficent destination 
jof i«y being ; to thefe refined and inconceivable 
enjoyments,- which eye hath not feen, nor ear 
heard, nor hath the capacious foul of man, c* 
Ven in its utmoft exertion, been able to com- 
prehend ! O Sovereign mercy ! O redeeming 
love ! how fcoundlefc, how ineXhauftiblc, how 
ineftlmable the treafures of ftipreme and eter- 
nal beatitude, which you have prepared and 
accumulated for thoft 'whole lives have been 
<me effort of love and obedience to God, or of 
juftice and benevolence to man!. The farids 
that constitute the fhore ; the drops that form 

/the profound and expanfive ocean • the rays 
of light, which, from her eariieft birth, havp 
' invefted Nature with arobe. of effulgence, — may 
be numbered : but who {hall eftimate the quan- 
tity or duration of thofe intenfe and iocefianjt 
delights, which for ever flow from thee, O e- 
teraal fource of being and enjoyment ! whofe 

. propitiated countenance 1 jQiall fbon behold, 
$0 be/eclipfed or intercepted no more. There 

. too Ihall I recognife ike friendjs pf my bofom, 
whofe depature from life I have fo long furvi- 
yed and lamented. They did not finally perifh, 
but were refumed by the Friend and Father of 

the 
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the univeffe, for ever to worfhip in- his temple *" 
above. There foaii 2 behold in their native 
fplendour, the original forms of beauty, truth* 
and godd, infeparably united in the bofom of 
their parent. Weep ftot-for me, my friends, 
but congratulate, if you do not envy, my ap- 
proaching felicity. Farewell ; we part but for 
a moment, to relume and^ enjoy an eternal and 
uninterrupted intercourse. Farewell, ye ra» 
diant luminaries of heaven, farewell earthy 
with alt thy variegated {wrofpefts 5 farewell every 
fublunary dbjeft. Hail paradlfe ! Hail ye 
cherubim and feraphlmJ Hail ye f^irits of juft 
men made perfeft!. Howfublime, how delight* 
ftll your intercourfe ! Welcome to my foul, O 
• mf Creatof , Redeemer* and S*nc"ttficr. Whejp 
the prefent forms of creation {hall vaniih r 
when a new nature fhall emerge, when other 
^planets circling other funa, {hall in their gla- 
- rfoas revolutions, . have measured numberlefs 
:{»eceffi6nsofagen ftitt ihaJl the joys of hea> 
~v*n be new to my foul; ftill ihaU they be jam 
.fer from end or interruption, as at the mqr; 
tnent when they firft began. 
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^The temper, charader, and dutyyofa Mk 
nifter of the Gofpelv 

By WittiAM Leechman, D. IX 



iTjm: iv. it?. 

"Tate heed unt* thy/elf, and unto thy doftrine\ 
• and continue in them : for in doing this, thou 
Jhalt both fave thy f elf > and them, that heap 
' iher* 

Preached before the fynod of GIa%ow and Ayr, at Gla£- 
gow> April ?. I74iv . " 

THE wifer and more confid'erate part of 
mankind, generally complain of the.un— 
fbceefsfulnefs of the gofpd, and the low flats 
*©f religion, notwfchftanding the- public efta- 
•HiAment^for religious inftruftion. It muft he 
acknowledged, that- there M but toa.muchrea- 
ion for the complaint. But on whom muft the 
blame be .laid? on the ebftinate folly and de- 
pravity of the hearers ? or on the ignorance*, 
careleflhefs, and worldly lives, of us the teach- 
ware £ "^Tis in vain either -to deny or diflemble 
the matter ; a great fhare of the blame may juft- 
ly be charged on ourfelves. It certainly thea- 
concerns us, greatly concerns us, as we are the 
cftabliflied inftru&ors of the reft of mankind* 
f< to keep ourfelves pure from the blood of all 

" men,; 4. 
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* man," byheadceningto this important admo- 
nition of the Apoftlc in the words of the text, 
to take heed unto ourf elves, and unto our doRrinc^ 
to continue in them : for in doing, this, ivejball 
bothfave our/ehes, and them that hear us. 

In difcourfing oa this fubjeft, it is hoped, it 
may not be improper, nor unfuitaWe to the pre-- 
fent occafion, to endeavour, by the divine affilt 
ance, in ihtjirjt place, To explain and illuftrat& 
thefe great rules of the Apoftle*,in the fame or- 
der in which they lie in the text &r- and then,^- 
eondfyy To confider the motives by which the 
©bfervation of them is enforced: For in doing: 
this>4boufi*ll botb/ave thyfelfc and- thetntbafc 
hearthtc** 

Firft,. Ths Rule,.7afc bead to thjplfy 

I; The meaning &f this precept, in the lowed: 

fenfe of it, is, that thofe who pretend to be the 

inftru&or$ and guides of the reft pf mankind,, 

ihould take care that their own behaviour he * 

blamelefs and inoffenfive,, i : Tim. Hi. z. "A. 

.? bilhop rauft be blamelefs" We know the 

world expe&s an high pitch of purity from u$,, 

.and examines our condudt with great feverity,^; 

• therefore we ought to watch over it with equal 
feverity oijrfcives : $nd that w^jnay, in fomc 

rfiieafure anfwer the expectations- of the world, 

•,le$ us abftain not only from all evilj but from 
.all appearance of k too j^not venturing fo xnuch^ 

: m to approach near the boundary, that- &pa— 

• rates virtue and vice j but in all cafes where 
- thew cap be any difp.ute about the precifq point: 

• ; : M $, * * where; 
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Where the laudable jjart ends, and the bTatne- 
' Vble begins, let us take care to feedp dtirfelves^ 
Vifibly, and to the conviftion of all fpeftators* 
on the frfe fide of tic diiputed ITnrft. If we 
keep invariably by this rule, we fhali be fo far 
from offending againft temperance, that* we 
ihairbe exemplary in it ; fo far from violating 
juftice, and doing things hak-d and rigorous* 
that we fhaH bfc ready to yield fomething evet* 
of our undoubted right; fb far from bein£ 
guilty of any indecency in behaviour or dif- 
. co'urfe, that we fhall keep at a diftahce from e- 
very thing liable to the fufpicrori of it ; and (b> 
far from- expofing ourfelvcs by a levity of car- 
riage unbecoming our function, that we (hall 
rather lean to the fafer extreme of gravity and 
referve. Nay it may be neeeflary Sometimes 
that we abftain from things perfeftly indiffer- 
ent in their own nature, when dohig otherwife 
Would offend our weaker Chriftiai* brethren, 
deftroy our influence, or tefien our. power of 
doing good. 

Further* 'that our conduct may be unex- 
ceptionable, we muft take heed to what is faid 
or done in our prefence, fo as never to fufferour- 
feivesto be carried away by a fatfe modefty, or 
a vicious complaiftnee, ta approve, er feem tb 
approve, of what is bafeand unworthy, even ki 
the company of thofe who are undoubtedly oiir 
foperiors. While we fhew all due regard to their 
fiations and characters, it nauft appear at the 7 
feme time* that we have a greater regard -for 
truth* vk tu^ piety, and decency $ while wo a~ 
'. ./ . .* *Qid 
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▼bid every thing like infolence and pertnefs, oa 
the one hand, we muft keep at the greateft <R- 
•ftance-from flattery, and abjeft cringing, on the 
4>ther. When any rubjeft of difcourfe is ftarted 
that is impious, immoral, or indecent; or when 
any fen time nt& are uttered that tend to pollute 
the imagination, or corrupt the heart ; then all 
"prudent methods muft be taken tareftrain fiich* 
contagious difcourfe, by introducing fome.more 
innocent or ufeful topic. Sometimes the li- 
centious converfetidrr may be checked by fu- 
rious reasoning and grave rebuke, if circuol- 
'fiances allow, and when there is any profpeft 
of good from it : but as this is not to be dorte 
at all times, at every company will not bear it,. 
and perfons of bad temper will be provoked to 
proceed ta greater "outrages, in fuch cafes, we 
fcaay difcountenance it by withdrawing froax 
the company, or by filence. But let it be ob- 
served* that it is not every kind of filence that 
can vindicate us * it muft be a fignificant and 
ekpreffive iilence, that bears ftrong marks of 

• our inward abhorrence of what js pafiing. 

,* Perhaps fome of my brethren, whofe fitua- 
-ttenaqd circumftances allow them, and whofe 

• real benevolence of heart leads them, to be 
more frequently in mixed company, may think 
thefe rules favour too much of precifenefs arid 
autterity 5 and may imagine, that they have 

• been fo happy in life, as to recommend thern- 
ftlves to the upper part of the world, by abating 

- -fomewhat of the rigour o£ them : but they 
\ wouM fo well t^confider, that very -probab^r 
' vj ' "" * they 
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they tea; afterwards find they have been raifta- 
ken, and that thofe very perfons to whom they 
imagined they were acceptable, inwardly con* 
temn them> and take their own time to exclaim- 
with great vchemency againft them, and againffc 
the whole order for. their fakes.. Thefe rules,, 
Reverend Brethren, relating to pur outward be- 
haviour,, though they are common and ordinal 
ry, and. for that v^ryreafon apt to be overlook- 
ed, yet they are of great importance ;-fbr whea> 
a* miniftei^s life wants that purity and feverity 
of manners which I have endeavoured to de~- 
fcribe, his chara&er can never rife to that dig- 
nity of virtue which begets efteein. and author 
*$*y> gives weight to his iaftruftiens, and influ- 
ence to his example. % 

II, This rule; Take heed to thyj*lf % requires 
us to take cafe that our- real and inward cha- 
racter be agreeably to our external behaviour 
already defcribed. We are not to reft fatk&ed- 
with an entire blameleflhe/s of outward eba- 
rafter, but we muft labour with the utmoft di-- 
ligence to acquire thofe improvements of u&- . 
derftaiiding, and that pitch- of purity of ht^art^ 
which will give real worth and dignity to our 
inward man, and qualify Us to fulfil the duties* 
ef our import tot ftation with pkafure &nd.fu*-* 
oefs. 

l. In the firfl; place, Let us ftudy to ac^uise* 
thofe improvements of undetfftanditig/ whkh* 
are in a peculiar manner proper to our (acred < 
office, and highly neceffary to anfwer the ends* 
q£ it. Here itmuft be our firft;aod chief care,, 

to» 
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to clear our minds from thofe miftakes and 
prejudices which darken them, and hinder us 
from perceiving the full worth and excellence 
of divine things, and from- judging juftly of the 
comparative value and importance of the doc- 
trines of religion. This unjtiafled ftateof mind 
is of great importance : k is this that fits us for 
fearckmg into the fcriptures with fairnefs and. 
impartiality, that we may thence draw the great 
doctrines of faith pure and entire, without load 1 - 
irig ChrifHanity with what does not belong t€> 
it, or giving up any eflentkl or important part 
of it : it is this too which preferves from ah o- 
ver-fondnefs for new opinions on the one hand,, 
and from anr over-great reverence for long-e*- 
ftablifhed ones, on the other, and leads us to 
examine, difputed points with great Jiience, Aifr 
penfe, and coolnefs, ufHil full enquiry and 
ftrong evidence oblige us to take a fide. But 
fcefide an unprejudiced mind* there are other 
previous qualifications neceflary to obtain it 
thorough acquaintance with the great doctrines 
-of religion, as they are delivered in the fcrip- 
tures •, fuch as a knowledge of the rules of right 
reafoning, and of the great principles of natu- 
ral religion, together with a tolerable acquaint* 
ance with the original languages of the facrect 
authors, and with thchiftory, antiquities, pre- 
vailing cuftoms, and ordinary allufions of the 
refpeftive ages in which they were written^ 
Without thefe previous preparations we cannot 
hope to reach the true meaning of the facred 
books, to explain and illuftrate them in a clear 
> audi 
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and delightful manner, and to judge with juft 
difcernraent and tafte* of the beauty, propriety, 
and force of their ftyle. To which we may add, 
that without thefe previous branches of knowr 
ledge, we cannot fuccefsfuily defend our holy 
religion againft thofe attacks that are openly 
made upon it in our age : for it is ha- the holy 
fcripfttres that the chief evidence of our relU 
gion is exhibited to our view * r and it is frou* 
the wrong tranflations, falfe interpretations, and 
fcholaftic and metaphyfkai fyftems wrefted 
from them, that the chief objections againft it 
are drawn. 

After having ftudied the gseat principles o£ 
natural religion and morality*! and learned' the 
important truths of Chriftiaaity, front an hc*~ 
»neft inquiry into divine revelation, it jxruft bp- 
our next care. to ftoreouf minds, with a large 
treafure of the beft moral and divine fcntt» 
ments. Thofe are the .choice furniture of our 
Ibujs * and from a plentiful fibre o£ them war 
&aU jfifcd we *i e both qualified and dkfyofed 
to teach others in the moft inftru&ive and *£• 
fe&tng manner. The holy fcriptures • will fop* 
niih us wkk a rich variety of the pureft and fub* 
fimeft fentiments moral and divine ; and in o» 
ther writers ancient and faodern we may find a 
-great number more, or at'leaft the fame great- 
rly diversified, and fet in a thoufand beautiful an&„ 
Jfcriking lights. That our minds may be re* 
plentfhed with an abundant ftore an<J delightful 
variety of iuch thoughts, fentiments, and imv 
preffioni, as thsixft-of mankind have felt and' 
it described* 
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defcribed, concerning God, providence, virtue, 
and every thing relating to the great intereft of 
mankind, we muft gather from all quarters : 
whether the writers be Chriftian or Pagan, let 
lis think it our duty to borrow whatever is 
good and pure, whatever bears the marks of a 
heart finitxen with the love of truth and virtue* 
But as virtue, when difplayed in the pureft pre- 
cepts or beft defcriptions, has only a faint an4 
languid power over our minds, when compa- 
red with what we feel when it appears exerted 
tntoa&ioninthe moft interefting circumftances 
of a good man's life, it muft be of very great ufe 
to us, to be furnifhed with a large colledtion of 
Uie moft uncommon and ftriking examples of 
the feveral moral and divine virtues which are 
'to be found either in facred or common hifto- ' 
ry/ When thefe are introduced in a proper 
place, and painted with true fimplicity, they 
can never fail to awaken the attention of the 
bearers, make deep impreflions on their minds, 
continue wetted in their memories, .and give 
them the plaineft, jufteft, and moft engaging 
View of the great virtues of the Chrjftian life. 
And that thefe improvements of underftanding 
may be more ufeful to the world, we muft firft 
endeavour to attain that infight into the make 
and frajne of the human mind, which will 
point out jo us the fhorteft, moft fuccefsful, and 
agreeable method, of informing the underftand- 
ipg, and touching the heart j and then to ac- 
quire that knowledge of the world, of the tem- 
per? and characters of men, jwhi^h will direft 

us 
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us how to advife and reprove without offence, 
and with juft hope of fuccefs. There remain 
many other branches of knowledge, which 
would not only be ornamental, but highly ufe- 
fiil to us in the way of our (acred bufinefs ; but 
the time allotted for this difcourfe will not al- 
low me to enumerate them. 

To conclude this head of difcourfe,. let it be 
obferved, that befides the great advantages ot 
learning already mentioned, there are otjaers no* 
to be defpifed : A large field of fcience affords 
our minds a delightful fcene, in which they may 
expatiate with pleafure : the pleating proje&s 
.and hopes of making improvement in this or 
the other branch of ufeful literature, enliven life^ 
and preferve it from that languor, and dead- 
nefs,. to which it can fcarce fail to be fubjedfced, 
when it is not animated with feme defign, or 
directed to fome valuable end : and, which is 
ftill of more importance, the thirft and purfuit 
of knowledge may contribute to preferve us 
'from that immerfion into worldly affairs, of 
which thofe muft be in no finall danger, who 
have not fome employment for their leifure- 
ho.urs. To which may be added, that without 
a competent degree of knowlege, we can fcarce 
efcape falling into fuch blunders, in our public 
appearances as well as private converfation, as 
muft expofe us to the ridicule of. the more 
knowing and ingenious part of mankind* But 
amidft all our fpeculative ftudies let us ftill re- 
member,. that all the improvements of the uri- 
derftanding, all the treafures of the memory, 
,.•.•■-•-••• ' ail 
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-rfll the ornaments of the imagination, muft be 
employed and made fabfervicnt to the purifica- 
tion and refinement of the heart. — 'Which leads 
me to confider, » 

2. Jn the fecond place, thofe moral endow* 
ments which are required of us by the rule of 
the apoftle in the text, and which are abfolutely 
neceflary to fit us for the performing of the 
-duties of our facred office with fiaithfulnefs and 
fuccefs.. As the heart is the feat of all the vir- 
tues, the whole improvement of it confifts ia 
-cheriihing and ftrengthening within our bo- 
foms, all thofe virtues of the Chriftian life 
which it is our duty to teach and recommend 
onto others. There is one difpofition, which 
forms a principal part of that temper of mind 
which becomes a minifter of the gofpel of Je- 
ius, and has a mighty influence on his whole 
behaviour, and every part of his conduit, and 
therefore fhould be cultivated by us with the 
-utmoft cafe ; and that is, a remarkable elevation 
t>f foul above this prefect fenfible world, and 
-all its tranfitory enjoyments. Our hearts can* 
not be raifed to this divine temper in any other 
way, but by a full conviction, that all thofe things 
which the bulk of mankind love with fo much 
ardour, and purfue with fuch keennefs, can ne- 
ver make them happy \ and that the true hap- 
pinefs of life arifes from the exercife of purity, 
fincerity,charky , piety, the confeioufnefs of thefe 
virtues, the fenfe of the divine favour, and the 
ravifliing profpeft of ablefTed immortality. That 
tec may attain this real elevation of foul, wp muft 
. Vol. II. tf accuftoro 
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accuftomourfelves to a frequent and lively con- 
templation of God, to a ftedfaft imitation of all 
his mop al perfections, and to rejoice above all 
things in the humble and modeft hope of being 
exalted to the per£e£ and eyerjafting enjoy* 
ment of him in an eternal world. For if we 
once felt and experienced the happinefs that the 
contemplation of God, the refemblance of his 
moral perfections, and the fenfe of hU friends 
4hip affords, there would fpring from thence 
an unalterable perfuafion, that life, with all its 
pther enjoyment?, without thefe pure and fpirir 
tual pleafures, is but a vain dream, a tranfient 
ihadow, a feries of delufive amufemepts, which 
.may flatter us for a while with fair and diftant 
promifes of faappineii, hut mujft foon leave u* 
in disappointment and forrow, Without thjs 
•ftrong fenfe of the vanity and emptinefs of all 
prefect and feniible things, and a clear view of 
the reality, importance, and tranfcendent worth, 
of fpiritual and unfeen objects, we are npt pre- 
pared to defcend into the wprld, and to en? 
counter the temptations of it. It is this eleva*- 
tion of foul that muft infpire us with a hearty 
contempt of that fcrambling for worldly digni- 
ty and advancement, which muft certainly be 9 
great reproach to us, who inculcate upon o r 
thers, that it ojight to bq their only ambition to 
pet their part well in that ftation Providence hag 
^ffigned them, and to obtain the approbation 
pf God, which is the perfeiftion of glory and 
honour. It is this muft preferve us from th$ 
mean and fordid dcflgn pf fcraping together 

wealth 
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wealth and riches, which is utterly unbecoming 
us, who call on the reft of mankind to mode- 
rate their defires of thefe things, and whofe bu~ 
fincfs it is to perfuade others, that the friend*' 
fhip of God, and thofe virtues and graces which 
form them to his refemblance, are the only 
real and durable riches 5 and it is this muft fe- 
cure ourfelves from being dazzled with the fliew 
and glitter of human life, while we preach un- 
to others, that €t the fafliion of this world paff- 
'* eth away," and that fpiritual and divine 
things alone fliine with real and everlafting glo- 
ry. It is the experience of the joys of a 'hea- 
venly frame of mind, that muft prevent our 
mingling with the generality of mankind, in 
their 16 w and fordid purfuXts, and entering with 
vehemence into their little parties and factions,, 
fbrmed'on worldly views, and conducted by 
worldly meafures. It is an high relilh of the 
pleaFure* Of the fpiritual and divine life, which 
Will feat us as it were in fecurity on an enai- 
iepce, from whence we may look down with 
.wonder mist with pity on the blinded fons of 
men, who, like children, are contending with 
the utmoft kecnnefe for baubles and toys, which 
dazzle their eyes for a while with a vain glare, 
but muft foon vaniih like a dream* In this fili- 
ation of mind, and- with this mournful view of 
the ftate of mankind, we muft be animated 
with the warmeft zeal to take the vail off their 
eyes, and convince them of their ignorance. 

What ignorance ? I do not mean theitf'igho^ 

ranee of the intimate natures and efiences of 

N z things*, 



I 

1 
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things j their ignorance of the great plan of Pro* 
videace, and of numberlefs pad, prefent, and 
future traniaftions of the univerfe j in a word,. 
I.do not mean- that ignorance of things which . II 
"is commonly acknowledged* even by the aoxteft. 
philofophers, though no doubt that kind of ig- 
norance is humbling enough: but I mean a 
more lamentable, more mortifying, more fatal 
ignorance j their ignorance of thofe things* 
which are the proper fcience; of man in his* 
prefent ftate ; their ignorance of the inherent 
bafenefs of vice, and the mUery that is infepa— 
rablefrom it 5 and of the intrinfic excellence of 
virtue, and the happinefs that always accompa- 
nies k ; their ignorance of the vanity and no- 
tbingnefs of worldly pleafures,. and the everlafi> 
ing worth and importance of fpiritual and di«* 
vine enjoyments ^ in a word, their ignorance 
of this great and cardinal truth, " That it is. 
<c life eternal to know the only true God, and. 
<c Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent." How pa- 
thetic and emphaticaL is the defcription wc 
have of thisblinduefs of mankind, Rev. iii. 17. U 
<c Thou fayeft, I am rich, and increased with, 
"goods, and have need of nothings and know* 
** eft not that thou art wretched, and mife~ 
*' rable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Let 
k be obferved, that what is faid here about the 
ignorance of mankind,, is not to be underftood, 
as if they had no theory or fpeculative notions 
about the chief good, and true happinefs; for 
the greateft part of them have fomething of 
this kind $ but it is. to be underftood of their 

not 
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not having fuch eii intimate and over-bearing 
conviftion of this grand truth, That the only 
true happinefs. lies in the knowledge, the love;, 
the refembiance, the enjoyment of God the fo- 
vereign good, as will make every other fhadovr 
of happinefs quite difappear, and leave the 
% mind in the full and unalterable perfuafion, that 
this fpirituaL happinefe is all in all for time and 
for eternity. 

• Befides the many great advantage* already 
mentioned arifing from a* true elevation of foul 
above fenfible things, we may add feveral more j, 
filch as* that it gives a real dignity to our in* 
Ward chara&er, a commanding influence to our 
example,* an uncommon force and fublimity to 
pur difcourfes> renders 1 our bufinefs our chief 
delight and joy, and makes " our light fo to (hirer 
u before men, that they feeing our good works,. 
t4 fhall glorify our heavenly Father." But the i 

time allotted for this difcoUrfe will not permit i 

us to enlarge on thefe, I 

Perhaps fome may think, that what is faid i 

Jkere, about that purity and elevation of heart I 

which becomes an inftruftor of mankind, is 
painted too. high, and far beyond the life. But 
fiirely it rauft be owned, that it is our duty to» 
aim at the higheft pitch of virtue attainable ii* 
this prefenf ftate. And a little attention may 
convince us, that we are capable of arriving at 
incomparably higher impreffions of God and 
cftvine things than we commonly feel. We* 
may, by due care, and' the aids of divine grace, 
xMk tp a pitch of eftcem, admiration,, love, and 
N.J ioy, 
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joy, in the contemplation of God, compared 
with which, our ordinary fentiments and feel- 
ings are but like the faint imprefiion made up» 
on our minds by the idea of the fun when ab- 
sent, compared with what we are confeious o£ 
when, we behold him fhining ia all his glory.. 
Nay, is it not matter of wonder and aftonifh- 
fient* that we who believe,, we who inculcate 
upon others, that there is almighty power, in- 
finite wifdom,. and perfect goodneis, perpetually 
prefiding over the unlverfe,. and: engaged oa 
the fide of righteoufnefs and righteous perfons,. 
is it hot, I fay, very amazing* that by this be- 
lief our fouls are not raifed into a perpetual 
tranfport of joy and wonder,, to. fomething 
tranfcendendy higher than we have yet felt,, 
than, we can welLexprefs by all the power of 
language ? Surely, it muft appear very furprifing. 
tp theft wha confider things calmly, that we. 
who preach to others, that " life and immorta-. 
4< lity are brought to light by the gofpel,* and. 
who pretend toentertaln the firm and unihaken 
hope of another and better life,, are not efta- 
bjifhed by that glorious hope in. an uninter- 
rupted and delightful exaltation of foul, above, 
ajl. thoie things which engrofs the hearts, and 
' employ the whole lives, of worldly men. . Can, 
there he a more elevating, a more triumphant, 
expe&ation, than that of living- for ever, in the., 
abodes of pcirfeft knowledge, virtue, and hap- . 
pinefs ? Is h not the natural effeft of fuch a 
glorious hope/ to deaden in us the love of this 
\*\& worlds and, make, us pant after a. better.?,. 

ijoha 
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i John iii. j. •' Every man that hath this- hope 
u in him,.purifieth himfelf,. even as he is pure." 
Let us endeavour, then,, by the proper helps of 
retirement, meditation, and prayer,, to attain 
clearer views of the Deity, and of divine things* 
to feel higher impreffions of their worth and 
majefty, and to grow daily' more convinced o£ 
their reality and importance, and^of the joy and 
happinefs that arife from the love and contem- 
plation of them. 

But let none conclude from what & faid, that 
it is the duty of a minifter of the gofpel to de- 
vote his whole life to contemplation, to retire, 
from the world, and maintain as little converfe 
with mankind as an hermit {hut up in his cell. 
f By no means. The molt perfect character o£ 
a. teacher of true religion is,, that of one who 
lives among mankind, converfes with them, 
and at the fame time retains as much, purity o£ 
mind, and difcovers as much difengagement of 
heart from the world,, as if he were entirely fe- 
parated from it. For fuch a man is fitted to 
moderate the defires of worldly things in the 
reft of mankind, to lower their high notions of 
the excellence and happinefs which they ima* 
gine to arife from the poffeffion and enjoyment 
of them, to difplay the fuperior worth and im- 
portance of thofe things which are fpiritual and 
divine, and to fpread a fenfe of God and reli- 
gion where-eyer he goes,, and with, whomfo- 
ever he converfes. That this is tfye proper, 
character of a teacher of true religion, is vesjt 
*vident ; fox this was the character of Jefus.. • 

Before 
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. Before I finifh this, part of the (Jifcourfc, con; 
cerning that temper of mind which is in a pe- 
culiar manner becoming us who* are minifters* 
Of the gofpel, and highly neceflary to qualify u* 
to fulfil the duties of our ftation, I muft men- 
tion one important virtue* which would be cul- 
tivated, with the greateft care, jmd raifed to its 
higheft pitch $ and that is, an unfeigned good* 
will and kind afie&ion to our brethren of man- 
kind. For this purpoft, let Us confider theni 
in all thofe tender views, which may contribute 
to endear them to us^ not only as children of 
the fame great parent of all, and as partaker* 
of the fame nature ; but as creatures, fallen and 
degraded •, in the fame ftate of ignorance, cor- 
ruption, and guilt - 9 as exiles in- the fame place 
of banifhment from our native country; asfel*- 
Ibw-fufitrers in the fame fcenc of mifcry and 
diftrefs ; as being equally liable to all the pain? 
and calamities of this life, and equally, fubjeft 
to the ftroke of death; as fellow-travellers to* 
wards the fame unfecn- world y as followers ol 
the fame great Jcader; and as having all the dif* 
ficulties and hardfhips of our ftruggling ftatet 
of pilgrimage, fweetened whh hope* depending, 
on the fame great friend and benefaftor of hu- 
man kind, even the hopes of mingling with the 
divine aflembly above, and there triumphing 
for ever oyer all the miferics of this mortal 
ftate. And if we lay open our fouls to the full 
power of thefe interefting views of our fellow- 
ertatures, we fhall foon feel our hearts ftream- 
iog out towards them in fuch a- ftrong flow of 

tenriernefs* 
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ttndemefsand benevolence, as will extinfguifl*- 
tlie pride and vanity that is apt to ante from the 
little accidental advantages one man has above 
another.' How is it poffible, that our hearts* 
ftiould fwell with* pride, upon- the account of- 
any little tranfient fuperiority, when we refleft^ 
that we are all on a level in fo many important- 
circumftances, and that all worldly diftinftioas/ 
will foon be annihilated ? 

It is* from thefe views too of our Chrhtian? 
brethren, that we ih all feel our hearts melted- 
down into a mild and forgiving temper. Has 
any one injured us ? let u« confider rnankind 
in a juft light, and it will immediately ftrikeus^ 
that the injury was done, either through igno- 
rance, or the impetuofity of fome ungovern- 
able paffion. , In both which cafes, he that did* % 
the wrong ia more a proper objeft of pity and> 
compaffieh, than of anger and refentment. Be-. 
fides, how can we continue implacable to others* 
for thofe miftakes and workings of irregular- 
paffiQns to which we are liable ourfclves? 

To which we may add, as a thing of great 
importance, that it is from confidering our. 
brethren in thefe endearing views, that we {hall- 
feel ourfelves infpired with the principles o£ 
true Chriftian moderation. When we obfervd 
others differing from us in opinion about lefler. 
points •, or even, as it appears to us, erring; 
from the truth in more important matters ; it 
will immediately occur to us, we are all in a. 
flate of much darknefs, and equally liable to 
miftakes and errors. If we revolve this one 

thought 
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thought in our minds with due attention, it can 
ftarce fail to (often our hearts, and move us 
rather with pity, than paffion and bitteriiefs. 
Real love. and affe&ionate fympathy, and juft 
views of human nature, will lead us to reflefl 
on all that vaft variety of circumftances, which 
may prevail on honeft and worthy minds, to 
embrace opinions -widely different from thofe 
which we have efpoufed ; and consequently will 
infpire us with an abhorrence of the unchriftian 
practice of reprefenting their miftakes and de- 
signs as worfe than they really are, and of 
Judging harfhly about their ftatc in another 
world, and defiring or endeavouring, to expofi 
them, to ill ufage in this* In one word, real 
love will invariably incline us to make the lar- 
geft allowances for th$ infirmities of mankind, 
10 judge, charitably of the honefty and linearity 
of their hearts and intentions, and to be more 
forward to proclaim their virtues than their 
miftakes and failings* 

Further, one gre?tt advantage; arifing front 
a mild and moderate conduA, is, that it places 
us in the moft favourable fituation for reify- 
ing the miftakes and errors of thofe who hav£ 
unhappily fallen into them. As long as we 
difcover a reaf tendernefs for their intereft* 
and chara&ers, we may juftly hope they will 
hearken to our reafons, and lay open thei* . 
minds to convi&ion. But fo foon as 'we be* 
tray anger and bitterncfe* or ufe them harlH- 
iy, we thereby prevent all the effeft of the 
^ftrongeft arguments. When we fee, for in- 

ftance* 
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ftante, youth, through a fondnefs for novelty, 
and the rafhnefs to which that feafon of life is 
liable, hurried away to efpoufe new opinions 
with, great vehemence, and throw off eftatyiflv 
ed doftrines, before they have time to confider 
and underftand them ; if we then difcover paf- 
fion and refebtment, we can never hope to have - 
Any power over their minds. v Bnt if we (how 
them by the whole courfc of our behaviour, 
that we retain a fincere good-will to them, ^nd 
A hearty concern for their interefts ; we may 
then perhaps prevail upon them to liften to our 
reafoaings, and to fufpend their forming any 
fixed judgement about the matter, until cooler 
thought, and more thorough examination.inake 
them fitter judges of things. The experience 
of mankind juftifies this obfervation : a man of 
wifdoin and moderation fomeumes convinces 
find reclaims thofe who have been niifled j but 
the wrath of man "never works the righteoul* 
•** nefs of God t w por can he ever hope to foe- 
ceed in his defigns, who afts counter the meek 
and humble fpirit of our blefled Saviour. This 
deferves the ferious confideration of all friends 
to truth and virtue, and efpecially of thofe who 
are any way concerned in the, education of the 
jrifing generation. 

Further, that general view of mankind pre* 
Rented to us above, will naturally lead us for* 
ward to. con&der our refpe&ive congregations, 
in a hearer and more interefting point of light, 
even as a certain portion of thofe feljow-trar 
vcllers committed to qut care through this 

journey 
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journey of human life, and,' by the fcppoim> 
mem of Providence, efpecially intrufted to tfs 
-for direftion, affiftance, and confolatkm. When 
we view our people in this new and endearing 
relation, as depending -on us, for inftru&ion 
when ignorant, for help when diftreffed, and 
•for comfort when afflicted, wemufrbe very iri- 
ftnfible if we -do not feel a new -flow of good- 
will towards them, a -ftrong inclination to enter 
into their concerns, to take their pains and 
feelings upon us, and to watch for opportuni- 
ties of doing them good. What though kind 
offices among them fhould take up much time* 
require much fains, put us to much real trouble 
and inconvenience, rob us of many agreeable 
amufements, and greatly interrupt delightful 
and ufeful ftudies? Senfe of duty, love to our 
people, and the pleafure of doing good, will re^- 
cimcile us tb aH thefe hardfhips. A juft fenfe 
of 1 the important relations we ftand in to our 
refpetftive flocks, and a genuine feeling of that 
tender affeftion which is due to them, will not 
allow us to hefitate one moment, whether that 
part df our time is moft worthily employed 
which is taken up in doing real offices of friend- 
ship among them, or -that part of if which is 
(pent in perufifig the fineft writings of the 
greateft genhifes that ever appeared in the 
worldj or in polHhing any little compositions 
'<rf our own. Is the arranging of words, the 
tneafurlng of periods, the beautifying of lan- 
guage, or even ftoring our own minds with the 
<#vineft fentimeats, an eoploymem of equal \ 
» ' J " •. . I ' ''' dignity 
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dignity and importance in itfelf, or equally pica.-, 
fant on reflection, with that of composing dif- 
ferences ; extinguifhing animofiries j fearching 
out modeft indigent merit, and relieving it* 
•comforting a melancholy hearty giving counfel 
to a perplexed mind j fufpending pain by oifir 
Sympathy and prefence* though it were but for 
a moment ; ruggefticg to an unfurnifhed mind, 
.proper materials for meditation in the time of 
diftrefs ; or laying hold of a favourable oppor- 
tunity of conveying valuable inftructions and. 
■religious iropreflions to a mind little fufceptible 
of them on other occasions f There is no need 
of faying any thing in confirmation of this ; it 
was the glorious character, of JefuSj that u he 
* c went about doing good." 

That we may be ft ill more animated to cheri/ti 
a real and tender affection to the people com- 
mitted to our care, let us conlider, that it mutt 
greatly increafe our power of doing them good. 
A finccre good-will expreiTed by a conftant ft- 
ries of kind offices, is the fureft tnethod of 
gaining the love and confidence of mankind : 
it is a powerful charm, which hardly ever fail* 
to conquer every heart. Thofe of the meaneft 
as well as thofe of the .greatcft capacity, per* 
ceive it, and feel its force :'. even thofe who 
could not be won by any other methods, and 
who were perhaps determined to defpife arid 
neglect us, or thwart us in our defigns, will 
not be able to ftand out long againft the power 
of uniform and unconquerable goodneis. And 
when we have once been fo happy as to gain 

Vol.. II, O the 
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the love and confidence of our people, it muft 
Tse our -own fault if they are hot much bettered 
by us : for we have then ready accefs to their 
liearts ; and our inftruftions either in public or 
private will he liftened to with pleafure, and 
fucked in with greedinefs: and our reproofs 
.'and admonitions, when flowing from love, will 
be received, not only without refentment, but 
with ftrong defires of amendment : fo that wc 
may fucceed even beyond our expectations In 
"promoting the eternal as well as temporal in- 
tereft of the people of whom we have the 
charge. But let us remember, not « to abufe 
their confidence, by making nfe of it to carry on 
our own worldly de'figns, or to feed our vanity 
with .their, applaufes j but employ it only for the 
'noble and divine purpofes of rendering them 
daily wifer, better, and happier. 

To conclude the illuftration of this firft rule, 
Jet us who are the minifters of the gofpel of Je- 
fus, carefully ftudy that blaroeleflhef6 of life, and 
that peculiar caft and turn of inward character, 
without which we can never dUcharge the du- 
ties of our important ftation, with pleafure to 
burfelves, o$ advantage to others. And in or- 
der to this, we muft learn to dread and cau*» 
tioufly avoid that rock on which many fplit j 
the refting fatisfied with an imaginary excel- 
lence of ojitward character, while they are con- 
fcious they poflefs but very low meafures of 
that inward excellence which alone can ren-* 
der them beautiful in the eye of God. ' Is it 
' not almoft incredible, that reafonable beings 

fhould 
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fhould labour fo induftrioufly and unwearied^ 
to embcllifh and expofe to view an imaginary 
felf, whofe.folc exiftence is in the idea 01; 
breath of others, while they ftupidly neglect tq 
improve aad adorn the real felf within thehj 
Own bofoms ? Yet, ftrangc as it is, daily ob» 
fervation puts it beyond all doubt, that great 
numbers of men endeavour, with the greateft 
cagernefs, to croud all noble endowments and 
great virtues intb their outward character, 
while they have not fo much as made one 
£ncere and vigorous effort to better their in- 
ward man. Is not this conduct juft as/ vain 
and ridiculous, as if a man fhould be at the ut- 
moft pains to beautify a piilure, and tojoiaW 
the whole world admire and applaud it as his 
exact likenefs, while at the fame time it had 
not the leaft refcmblance of him ; and his only 
fafety from the utmoft contempt, lies in hiding 
hjmfl?lf^ and never allowing any one to com* 
pare the real uglinefs and deformity of his per- 
fon with the comelineis and beauty of his pre. 
tended image ? 

I remember a paflage of an ancient author, 
fn which this folly of mankind is reprefented 
in a very ftrong light : c I have often wcrnder- 

* ed,' fays he, ' how it fhould come to pafs, that 

* when every man loves himfelf more than o- 

* thers, yet every man fhould regard the opi- 

* nions of others concerning him, more than- 
4 his own : For if God, Or an angel {landing, 
c by> fhould command any of us, to think no- 

O 2 c thing, 
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* thing by himfelf* but what he fhould prefent- 

* ly fpeak out, no man would be able to fen- 
€ durd it for fo much sis one day. Thus we 

* fear more what our neighbour will think 

* of us, than what we think and know of 
, * our&lv'cs-* - 



S E IU 



S E R M O, NT IT, 

* • • ■ - ' ' 

* The Subjed continued* 

iTim» iv. 1 6. 

Take heed unto thyfelf r and unto thy dotlrme fr 
and, continue in them : for in doing this, thow 
Jhalt hath Jove thyfelj \ and them that hear 
thee. 

WE proceed now to th$ fecond 'rule m 
the text, Take heed to thy doclrine*. 
What is neccffary for explaining and illuftra- 
tion e c ^'s rule, plainly arifes from what has> 
been faid on. the former. The proper im- 
provement of the understanding already men«» 
tioned, will fit us for teaching the truths of re- 
ligion.: and the purity of the heart already de*- 
fcribed, prepares and difpofes us to inculcate the: 
morals and duties of it. 

I. As to the truths of religion. From the 
diligent and impartial ftudy of the holy fcrip- 
teres and natural religion, we fhall be quali- 
fied to teach all thofe truths which are difco+- 
verable only by revelation, as- well as, thofe* 
which the light of reafort and revelation con- 
fpire to dictate. It cannot be called inqueftion^ 
but that by this rule, Of taking, heed to our doc- 
trine, a principal thing required of us is to de*- 
clare the whole fcheme of Chriftianity; fa far as» 
k is revealed, without any mixture of hum^ux 
O 3,^ iaventiooi, 
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invention, in tftat plainnefs and ,fliripHcity in* 
-which it is delivered in the holy fcriptures- 
That we ipay -do this with greater faithfulnefs* 
and impartiality, we mud not reprefent Chrifti- 
anity as a chain of abftract fpeculations, and 
metaphyseal truths, linked together in a cer- 
tain order, and in a certain form of words of 
human contrivance •, but as a fet of important 
lfcfts, or remarkable fcenes of the great plan ; of 
Providence, in which mankind are^deeply in- 
terefted, and which could hot have been brought 
to light but by immediate revelation. When* 
Cbriftianky is; reprefented ia this view, it wilL 
»ot only make it more eafily understood, but 
alfo more eafily defended againft the objeltibfaft 
©f its adverfaries. 

- Thus, that mankind are atprefent in a ftat« 
of ignorance, guilt, and corruption, is a fact 
feen> felt, and acknowledged. That Jefu* 
€hrift- the Saviour is the only begotten Son' of 
•€k)d, is delivered in fcripture, in. an eafy man- 
ner, as a plain fact: i Jaohn iik 16.. " God fa 
** loved the world, that he fent his only begot- 
* ten Son," &c. j. Heb. i. 5. "To which of the 
** angels faidhe at any tfrxifcy Thou art my Son, 
41 this day have 1 begotten thee ?" It isfurthes 
revealed to us T CoL i. 15. j 6. that " he is the 
** image of the invifible Cod, the firft- 
f* born of every creature : for by him were 
*' alt things created that are in heaven,, and 
m that are in earth, vifible and invifible ;"~that 
*« he is the head of all principalities and powers," 
Cot iL iQ* Jr^-and that u in the beginning was 

"the 
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m the Word, and the Word was with God, aacf 
« the Word was God, * John i. i . Who cat* 
venture to dfcny any of thcfe fafts, and to aflSrr, 
there is na perfon exifting to whom all thefe 
characters, in their full, proper, and higheft' 
fenfe,'may be afcribed? Who can pretend* that 
his piercing eye hath furveyed the whole lihf* 
irerfe, and carr declare that no fuch perfon ex- 
ifts? Who- has prefumption enough to affirm*, 
that he has feen through all the poffibiluies* of 
things, and can allure us, that it is impoffibla 
any fuch perfon* can exift i » ■ 

* That <c the Word was made flefh," is men* 
tioned in fcripture as another fact. His in car* 
nation is no doubt a myfterious miraculous 
thing. Is not the incarnation x>f any fpirhual 
being an inexplicable thing to* us,, and quite be* 
yond the reach of our faculties? That > he - 
taught us the wilt of God by his doftrine, and 
fct us a pattern ! of perfeft virtue in his life,* is 
another fimple matter of facl: eafily compre- 
hended. That by his humiliation, fufferings* 
and death, he made atonement for the fins of 
men ; that, as a reward of his extraordinary 
obedience and fufrerings, **he is exalted above 
fc every name ;" that he nowexercifes a real,, 
though invifible, dominion over the worlds and 
that he will come to judge us at the laft day in 
righteoufnefs, are all delivered in fcripture^ iir 
an eafy manner, as important parts of the great 
fcheme of univerfal providence, and in which 
our higheft interefis are involved. 
■ Now it muft be acknowledged, that it is sat 

iadifgenfable- 
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indifpenfable part of our duty, as teachers oftha 
religibn of Jefus, to declare thefe and all the o* 
ther truths difcovered to tis by revelation. We 
cannot juftify omrfeives as having declared the 
whole counfel of God,, if we overlook any of 
♦hem, neglect to teach them, or treat them only. 
in a tr&rifient arid fuperfkial manner. For thefe- 
doctrines of Chriftianity are of the higheft im«* 
portance to mankind. Is it not of importance, 
©f great importance, to creatures, in a ftate of igr 
norance/ corruption, and guilt, to have it madq 
known to them, by an undoubted l re vela tiorir r 
that, in the original plan of the divine govern- 
ment, there is a remedy provided for their m if-* 
fortunes ? How comfortable and rejcicing is 
the difcovery, that there is a particular difpen* 
fation of Providence carrying pn by the Son- 
and Spirit of God, for the recovery and falva- 
tidn of mankind, who are in a ftate of apofta* 
fy and ruin ! Does it riot mighiily concern us> 
to know thofe duties, and inward ac"b of reli* 
gion, which^are due to Jefus Chrift the Media* 
tor, and the Holy Ghoft the Guide and San&lr 
fier of mankind ? Is it not beyond all contra? 
diftion a matter of unfpeakable importance, tq 
have it confirmed to us by an infallible revela* 
*ion, that this whole univerfe is one vaft and 
wnmortal empire, of which God is the 1 King, 
and Head; and that virtue and devotion are the 
great, the (landing, and evcrlafting laws of this ' 
great kingdom, to which all rational beings 
ought to pay a voluntary fubjeftion ? Can it b$ . 
denied to be o£ the higheft confluence tp ps,. 

«* .to- 
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to have the particular branches of this great 
law of virtue, delivered to us by a mefienger 
from heaven, clothed with the higheft authori- 
ty ; and not to be left to gather them from an- 
cient traditions of an uncertain fource, from 
long deductions of human reafonings,from the 
admonitions of fome old phiiofophers, or from* 
the diftates of our own hearts, where there are 
luch great mixtures of impurity ? Is it not a- 
great advantage, to have all thefe great rules of 
life exemplified in a perfecl pattern, by one clo- 
thed in flefh,' and c * who was in all points- 
•* tempted like as we are, and yet without fin V* 
h it not a thing of uaiver&lly acknowledged^ 
importance, to have it afcertained to us by one 
who came from the fpiritual and unfeen world, 
that the righteous (hall live there ia immortal 
happinefs and glbry, and that the wicked and 
difobedient fhall be thruft down to a place of 
everlafting punifhment ? Is it not of import- 
ance to the world, that thefe great truths of 
Chriftianity fliould be imprinted on the minds 
of the prefent race of men, and tranfmitted 
down to fucceedlbg generations ? Is there a 
Aicceflion of teachers appointed in the Chrifti*. 
an church for this very p\*rpofe ? let us then 
bethink ourfelves, how we fliall anfwer to the 
world," to our own consciences, and to God 
the Judge of all, if we fail in this great braiicli 
©f our dwty. 

II. As to thp duties of religion. This rule, 
Take heed to, thy doftrinC) requires us to take 
lueedhow wet^ch the duties of the gofpeL 
'•> That 
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That purity and elevation of heart which was? 
recommended under the former rule, will bothi 
qualify and difpofe us to teach and inculcate 
the whole- compafs of practical religion -and : 
morality, in the higheft pitch of perfection at-, 
tainable by mankind. Jt is of great eonfe^ 
quence, to difplay a high ft.andard of morale 
before the eyes of mankind •, for nothing can. 
be more dangerous, than to lower and accOm-. 
modate it to the prevailing taftes or opinions o£ 
a degenerate age. If we come low, men will 
iatbfy themfelves with fomething ftill lower. 
Our Saviour has fufficiently directed our con- 
duct in this' matter, both by his doftrine and 
example: Matth. v. 48, <c Be ye perfect, as^ 
iC your heavenly Father is perfect." — " Thour 
* ihalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart* 
** and witk all thy foul,, and with all thy mind t 
* c — Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf & 
« c Matth. xxii. 37. 39." His whole diyine f«j?n 
won on the mount, is a fummary of pure re- 
Irgion, freed from all thofe corrupt giofies and 
abatements which had been introduced to -fa-* 
vour by the corruptions of the human heart 5, 
and his life is a ftanding and vifible pattern 0$ 
the higheft and pureft virtue. Now, though 
we- cannot expect that mankind will ever arrive* 
in this ftate of imperfection, to a perfect con* 
formity to the divine law 5 yet it is of great uft 
tp fet the fublime ftandard full in their view> 
For we can never unvail t6 mankind. in a clear 
manner, their hidden hypocrify and corruption * 
check the growth of their feyet pride, beget - 
V ' in 



a Mintfter of the Gofpcl. • 167 

in them humility and lowlinefs of mind, and 
lead them to value juftly that joyful doctrine of 
ChrifHanity, That God accepts of fincerity in- 
ftead of perfection, through the propitiation of 
Jefus, unlefs we give them a full view of the 
•purity and perfection of the divine law, and 
diredt them to compare themfelves impartially 
with it, and thus convince them how far they 
fall below it. Bciides, we can never explain 
the great doctrine of fincerity, as a term of our 
acceptance with God, in fuch a way as that it 
'{hall not be liable to many dangerous abufes, 
unlefs we reprefent a perpetual aim and endea* 
"vour at a higher degree of perfection, as the x 
very eflence, or at leaft an infeparable proper- 
ty, of it. Neither can we carry Chriftians for- 
ward in a conftant progrefs toward perfection, 
unlefs we fhow them fome pitch of it which 
they have not ye* attained, to tempt their fight 
and animate their endeavours* 

But we muft not leave this head without ©b- 
ferving, that whenwe have fet before our hear- 
ers the pureft and higheft ftandard of religion, 
it is our duty at the fame time to admoniih 
them not to rely too far on it. Men may have 
the jufteft and fublimeft ideas of virtue- and re* 
ligion, and yet remain under the power of their 
-guilty paflions. Nay, perhaps it is eafier to 
"frame the higheft ideas of- what is our duty in 
every circumftance of life, than to practife the 
loweft : all our ideas are only pictures or ima- 
*ges of things in our imagination \ and what ap- 
pears fair and beautiful to men .in the theory, 

they 
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4hey t sgre inclined; to befieye jajvrftbate thcpcf** 
•fcffioa of .their hearts, and a highly influence 
on |J*eir.b\es. Bul in this they arq oftea&tat' 
ly miftak&n. For. when, we look a$0*md us i*\ 
th,e,wQrld f , there. 13 nothing roQre obfervable,; 
%i^tbat niafiy who, i^yg fo*i«d the^pweftr; 
^q4 Vforthieft .conceptions, of tine divine perv 
fq£lipi$s, continue in a great . meafur& yoid of: 
th^fe dewujt affeflions of tear* wbkh.are due 
4o^th$m f; In l&ejn^nner^anany of.thofe whp^ 
difpjay iff f hsir difcour&s and writings,- jtfre? 
juA^ft $^4 ,#°k^ft VW V * ^ the /nativ«r exce}-. . 
lftftce ^virtue, ai^a\ its importancet t« the;hap- : 
pipj^fs^q^mankind^ipakq very melancholy dift» > 
cqyqries ; inj .their life,. *hat it. has fcarce any-. 
pgjy,a5,Q.yes their hearts. A* therefore sthey are 
aa *i^-A ece ^f ^hsmfclvies,. fondly pimagini^g^ 

^h^tfeeft^fyings ,are infopasabLy corinefted to- > 
gajj^r^&k^ dai^T observation and experience 
cftiivdnces n^arc wjdely di#am f id is certainly 
tl#jb.uii^fc,£f; thafeuwho are appointed their 1 
ip^uetprsji t$ M guard $hem agaiaft iuch dan- 

£erpyus,^ndi f ajal awakes * *••'..,.•*• 

f ^gpin, A th? goodftefs: of heart required and 
eifte$£$ fr^op^s £y the former, rule* tunft le*ji - 

-uttqrj^&9«W*Vh g?P at concern, the \maaifold 
f j^lur^s pf mankind iivthe, gpeat duties of prac-* . 
tic^lreygipn^ and, particularly to obferye thofe .« 
faUu^s^^^cii.are^oft remarkable and undiik : . 
putted ip t|ie $ge, or place of the {vvqrldia whicji 

. we. \i ye.. , s Dq w$ UVS; in ^ W age, when deyofiofi, 
is fall^in ( to,difrepute f when whole fetso£mej* 5 

edifcoyer ni^y^in^rk^ of indifferencej and con> 

\ - "• ; • f . tempt 
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'tfempt of all fcrious appearances of tmc'reH* 
{ion, and Wok uf)on 'pious difpofitions as ua* 
nccefTary, or fupeffiuous ingredients of a wor» 
-tby chara&er ?* tfnfuch a fituation of things 
•UnaiEe&ed goodnefs will prompt us to fbfc ow 
inftfu&ians to the temper of the age, and fo 
•dwell uptfri it ftrocgly, that adoration, efteem/ 
<love, gratitude, truft, and confidence, are as real- 
ly due to God, as good-will arid acts of beneft- 
<ence are- due to men - that the relations be- 
twixt God and hh creatures are at leaft as rfeal 
and immutable, as the relations betwixt one 
creature and anbther* that thepUreft and 
tndft durable joys of human life) arife from the 
iove of God, and an unbounded truft arid con> 
fidencenft his providence ; hay, that without 
the love of God, and truft in his goodrtefs> 
there is a thick darknefs fpread over all things, r 
and all rational fecurity of joy is quite deft my- 
«d ; that truth, integrity, and charity, and all 
the focial virtues, muft want their great fupporti, 
when there is no hope, no truft in an Al- 
mighty Being, who delights in thefe vir- 
tues, and is the prefent "friend, arid will be 
the eternal rewarder, of tKofc Who uhifbrmly 
pra&ife them; and that the want of juft and 
rational piety towards God, whatever othct 
-virtues we may boaft of, certainly fhali not pafe 
unpunifhed uoder his righteous adminiftratiom 

Befides what is already fakl concerning the 
ndceffity and advantages of true devotion, th*re 
regains another confiderationof very great im- 
portance, «amejy» that not only the ftable and 

Vo*» II. P uniform 
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-uniform practice of all the virtues, but alio the 
• purity and perfection of,, them in the eye of 
God, depend in a great mcaAire on a'ftroog 
fenfe of infinite perfection, and what is due to 
it, For the illuftratron. of this point, let us 
fuppofe a man, whofe. character is npt 04- 
ly beautified with all the private virtues, 
truths fincerfey, juftice, charity, temperance;, 
fortitude \ but alfo with all the public virtues, 
. seal for the oofemon good pf ibciety, unwearied 
labours to, promote it, and joy in the eftablift- 
>nent and advancement of it : if fucK a perfoo 
fhould contemplate his virtues With ;a* felfiih 
-kind of delight, as his own productions, and 
the fruits of bis own labour and industry, in- 
wardly valuing himielf upon account of thetn, 
and fecretly triumphing in his fuperiority to 
others \ is it not evident, that this mixture of 
vanity and feif-appHufe would greatly fully the 
tbesiuty and diminifla the worth, of the charac- 
ter* in the judgement of God, and every good 
being? Now, is there any fiich, effectual me*- 
thod of bearing down that felf- admiration, and 
-ftl£com{>lacericy, which is fo apt to arife from 
the view of any little excellencies we pofiefs, as 
comparing them with the infinite perfections 
of the. divine nature* (which muft make them 
almoft quite difappear), and the habitual: ac- 
knowledging from the bottom of our hearts* 
that it is God who makes us differ from others, 
and beftows upon us all thofe virtues and ta- 
lents of which we&re fo unjuftly proud, and 
which we fo vainly and fooliijxly afcribe to our- 
' f . fclves? 
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fclves ? * Does not the viewing ear graces,- at- 
tainments, and accomplishments, in this tight, 
IJiow us the reafonablenefs and equity of aicri- 
bing to God, and not to ourfelves, all the praife 
and glory of them ? We ought therefore to in- 
fift upon it, as an important and efiential prin- 
ciple of religion, that as every good thing cOraes 
from God,, it fhould be referred to him, and 

.the whole honour and glory of it fincerely and 
perpetually afcribed to him : and that without 

f .this, there can be no perfect humility, no tho- 
rough g'reatnefs of foul, no ft able, pure, difio- 

, terefted virtue, no charafter entirely worthy, 
and acceptable in the fight of him whofe judge- 
ment is always according to truth. That this 
is not mere fpeculation} tinfupported by expe- 
rience and bbfervation, might be made evideut , 
if it would hot protract the difcourfe too much r 
for upon a, careful examination of the hiftory 
q£ ancient and* modern ages, it would appear,, 
th^t thofe who have been celebrated for a pure* 
, difinterefted, and ftable integrity and public ijpi- : 
rit, . were alfo remarkable for a pious venera- 
tion of the Deity, and a humble. acknowledge- 
ment: that their virtues, talents, and fuccefles,. 
were entirely owing to the goodnefs of his pro- 
vidence. That thefe confiderations .may have 
the greater weight, we muft reprefent to our 
bearers, in the ftrongeft manner, that they arc,, 
founded on the authority of divine revelation* 
and on this grand and undeniable truth, that 
the infinite goodnefs of God is the fource of 
our exiftence and virtues, and of all that ia 
P 2 great* 
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great, tovely, or good in any pari of this' vafr 
univerfe ; u From the Father of lights cometh. 
(t every good and perfect gift, and therefore^ 
'* not unto us, not- unto us r but to him be the/ 
fi glory ." - 

• Further, it may be of fingulai? ufc, to repre-, 
fent the various afts oiF religion, . in thofe amic- 
able and mvking lights which may touch the 
heart. Thus, how.pleafant a fcene muft.it be*/ 
to behold a perfon of undoubted worth and* 
virtue withrawn from the noife and hurry pf 
worldly affairs, all alone, filent, and fojemn^ 
lifting up. his eyes- to heaven, and fixing hi* 
thoughts on God his* Maker, devoutly acknow- 
ledging him with the wanneft gratitude, as th$\ 
author of' his being, the preferver of his life- 
vhc fountain of his prefent enjoyments, ,and* 
the grand foundation of his future hopes ; pray? . 
rog him to forgive his fins, to te^eh him hfc 
will, and to guide him forward in the paths of 
uprightnefs 5 and refigning himfelf without re-^ 

'* ferve to the dtfpofaL of his providence* and fet* 
tting his mind in perfect peace by trufting firm* 
"toy in him ? Again, let- us-fuppofe a family li< 
Ving in peace, harmony, and the pniform pracr 
rice of all virtue; regularly uniting tjieir hearts;, 
arid voices in hymns of praife to God with eve*; 
27 morning's light, and' when the madows of 

. the evening are ftretched out, recalling thei?- 
thoughts from, the world, by a fong of praife to* 
** Him, who makes the oat-goings of the even-- 
w ings and the momipgs to rejoice ; and theiv 
* laying themselves, down, to fleep in peace, be* 
- - u caufe 
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" caufc their God fuftaias them : w let us like- 
vr\f£filp$of$ larger and. more numerous fo'cie-* 
/ties 'n^eeung together iiS religious afifemblies, tc* 
f^y^their jouit homage and adoration tb : the 
.greartWeht of all, t6 celebrate his univerfafc 
and never-failing good nefs in joyful fongsoC 
pralfe r ani} t'a offer up their united and ferVent. 
jprHyers,*' tna& 'he may perpetually difpofe theta 
to walk uprightly/ that he may " be t6 them a* 
* fun and fhieldj* may *< give them grace ancfc 
«* glory, and with-hofd no good thing froni 
"them. ?*'-•■; 5 , \'!/'" : '//",/'■'' 'V' 
, I§ there;aKy thing ! unloVeljr or forbidding, 1 tf- : " 
jxy thmg unworthy of hurtian nature, in fuck-' 
exereffes of devotion? Should We have reafot* 
to he afli^oldd, If we were found employed in< ' 
thsra? Let *us fuppofe we knew a country iriV 
.Which private and public attrof pure religion; 
werje ftr' reputation^ r and regularly ^erforrneifr 
with, folemhit^'' finterity, knd linaflfecled if dor^' 
fhould vie iibt love thril country, and almoft 
wHh we were fo happy as to live in fiich a joy-^ 
.ful and devout fociety? 

Let us further fuppofe,; that theft 1 devout % 
. Worifcippfcrs xUfcGyered-all the genuine trrarks^' 
and %mptpmi of inward "devotion in their:' 
cpiintcnaoeies arid outward deportment i coiildi 
We juftly 6xprefs a contempt of theriv by call- 
ujg them folemft grimaces, and hypocritical* 
airs ? Has not true devotion its juft and fratu~ 
.rar features and figns in the hutting counte- 
nance, as Well as the focial and 'friendly affec- 
Uo'nsf ' However fome peopk, who pretend 5tJo>* 
. -...i E 1 unddrftaixdinj^ 
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mderftanding^ anji tafte, majf ^kjkuJe, all Jfhe 

* -fcppeaHhceV arid/martis of .devotion* cm throats 
1*ard l 'man; y^ it muff fee ackixpwledg^^^vea, 

tk -hy tfcbfe whp' coafider things in ^p higher- vjfw 

a '*nafi that ol'tafte','. tfrat to b? able to. obfeorve {he 

"fjatWe 1 and juft features of i;eal devotion/, an<f te, 

* r tfeprefei# them in poetry* fta^ry, or. paintings 
; '-%*& always beeb c&eemed one of .tfre noblcflt 

: ijffibrts of a great and worthy geniu.9. Thelfc 
** things' ate- fufficiehfe eviden^wi. that k is thi 
: •ibicc dfmankirid^tha^deyputaffe^oiuai^iio^ 
,; ^ife difhbnourable to hum^n, nature^. , « • r 7 
'"'•' Further, ' if : wc-fcef the fill ppwqr of piqu* 
1 ' Qil^ofitiOns in our own br.ean% we Ih3ll.be 
'''hence naturally led to make pathetieal rqpr*- 
s fentatioos of them toothers Have wq m^ny 
1 inward and fllent workings of heart towafds. 
'God? &** we really Arucfc with the. cpntpi^fia- 
' iSoh'bf the divine perfe&tejas diipjay£<f ,;%<$!« 
: yrqtks, am! In* the 'revelations of.ias^wil} ? ; ^re 
fr iStii ,f heiart* really penetrated with aifnfcpf^is 
-grace^and gooiWte I are our fpuls. wafted 
1 wkh gratitude, lgve, and graife ? do we £ee\,an, 
entire reft of mind on bis provideuce anjd p£o- 
f inife9, fucfh a per&& reft.of mind as, }>^i^es> 
'iyery 1 diftorbing though p, ; . every anjipus c^re, 
ihd' produces a fettled tranquillity within our 
'ftofoiyw £ can we triumph in the fuUfecryrky* 
*" we have for klPour valuable Jnterefb under, Jbis 
ftferfcftly wife arid righteous adoainiib^tion^ is, 
~t&e * beKeiy that <£ pd ^.andthat he is tfiftre- 
*' warder of all tholjb ttytdiligemiyfecjc himtfis 
i&k li^licilikjs a^ immoveable rock, or*whieb<we. 
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ftand fS'fe^and^ nappy amidft all the waves andf 

'MHtiwS that can roar about us ? are we cqeu- 
' 'rTnuaBy gladdened with the glorious hope, that 

Id fame future period of our eziftencc .we (halt 
« ^feSow bur God" more fully, love him.more,ar~ 
:;1 ^ritl^kn-dVe)pice in him in a mor£ Aire and tri~ 
^ftn^hatit fiiaritter? Is this the inward itatcof 
^4iuf f niShd8 5 then We (nail find ourfdvcs difpo*- 
>l ftfd to tfmtirace all occafions of reprefenting 
^^thfefc -delightful reelings in their full ftrength 
'and force j and with that warmth and emotion 

that may convince others, they are the genuine 

• feritimehU of bur hears : we fliall not be air^ic| 
1 WifliamM to 1 own them, but unfold them with 

* Ircedorii and boldnefs ; defcribe them with a . 
' Wble' and manly aflurancej, and thus do qur 

' ttthnoflTVo rpread a fen fe of religion in* an u,n- 

iflbihking and irregular age. Whatey er r rifl j^ulfe 

" r -Q? contetrijit ' ifre ; may meet with*, whatever 

' 'name's off fuper'ftttious or vifionary enthufiafts 

' iaay ofebeftow^d upon us, let us ftaudbyit, and 

Maintain to the laft, that the joys: of, ; religion 

< ar£ the fan* the lights and- the life of our fouls*, 

'kfl attftatfe, and- amidft ail the viciflitudes of 

•~fiuinah* ; affair$: nay* let us infift upon it fre* 

jquendjr and at fuh iength,'. that the man, wbxr 

efcri fup£ort fift without the rejoicing perA\a- 

'fiota that- there ' is ; an Almighty Being at the 

iead of all things > Whais engaged -,on the fide 

5 of virtudus anfd W>ly perfohs, who befxienldt 

>thcm while here; and will render them and 

•' iheir virtues' immortal, llluftrious, and trium- 

^j^^bcMkdr^ toufr cidi^r be ijuiti infcnfibte 
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?r the excellency of virtue, unconcerned about 
t^ etetna'pfofp^t^ 6f <!fofb>h6 loWlt^n3 
delight in it/ or he iiiuft'b^^eqlirdy isrtm^ri^ 
fed Sn jrteafii res, amuferaeift*, bit 'wolf Wljf pur^* ' 
frits, as never to haVe ihtfeie bik [ ^ltti v iiid}& 
nous-Vcfieaion. ! THu^Mtfc ffcckbbit durUuS 
tf ani&onotir, to be adfocat«~fo>d^ r ti6n l ni i * 
jm age when it is treated with fo much indiffe* " 
reiice and contempt;,- ufing all that variety 1 x>f * 
jirguinents in hs behalf that reafon, revelation; 
pr experience can fuggeft; Arid if devotion 
imift leave our land, let us have tht/roourhfiij ' 
honour of fhewing sunpngftus it* laft and part- * 
jng fteps, fo that pofterity may be convinced ij 
pras not through the fault of thpfe who ifrere 
appointed the guardians and prefervers of it. 

Again, do we live ia an »age, when other fct$ 
of men think meanly, and 4 fpeak cbntenvptibly, 
of truth, juftice, charity, temperande^ humility, 1 ' 
pnd the reft of the great virtues of the Qhriftiaa 
life ? we muft perpetually inculcate upon thefe, 
jhat tio foundnefs in the faith, rq foleromty of 
worftiip, no external obfertances* nofiafh'esof 
devotion, no pretended inwaitf manifeftatioxts, 
no zeal how warm foevcr for publfc mattery, ; 
fih ever compenfete for the Want of thefeeflea- 
iial ingredients of the fpiritual life. ' And let us 
add, that on the practice of thcfe virtues, the 
happinefs of ibciety, and of indtvtdsrals* ia a 
gtfeat meafure depends. A&d to crown- all, let » 
us dwell up^n it ftrongly, that righteoufnefe, 
truth,; and gQOdaefi^ are 5 the chief glory of Go£ 
bifl&tt,: and what tedders him the worthy 0b- 1 
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je& of th e love and worfhip of hk reafonablf* 
offspring; and therefore thefe virtues mufl be. 
the brighte ft ornament of his rational creatures* 
Tour time will jiot allow me to enter upon ma** 
rxf other things very worth; of our confidera-* 
tibn, which belong to this rule, o£ taking heecV 
to our doctrine j neither will it permit me to* 
enter upon the explication of the third rule* 
Continue in them* Before I proceed to the mo 
tires with which thefe rules are enforced, 1 
muft beg to be allowed a few words concerning 
the manner of our teaching. Here it muft be* 
our principal eajre, to pfe plainnefs and fimpli~ 
city, earneftnefs and fincerky . We muft have 
no other view but to inftrutt and perfuade 
thofe who liften to us, laying afide all affecta- 
tion, all aims of gaining applaufe, or advancing 
any worldy intereft. If we are actuated by any? 
of thefe low motives,, they will fpoil the whole- 
power, and prevent all the influence with which* 
our difcourfes might otherwife be accompanied*' 
If we would, preach with any juft hope of fuc- 
cefs, we muft treat divine fubjecls with fuchv 
fincerity and earneftnefs, as to forget ourfelves §• 
and convince our hearers, that we have no o* 
tlier view in (peaking, but to ftarup thofe virtu- 
ous and gious impreflions on their hearts which/ 
we feel in our own. We muft make it our 
perpetual care, to confine and fix. the attention 
of the hearer to* the febje<ft, and not to th&- 
Speaker, by never fuffering one t\irn of thought 
qe exprefiion to. efcape from us, that has no o- 
xhtx view than to pleaje and fhine. We muft 

avoiik^ 
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Jbroid with a particular caro all aflse&auon of 
fine. language, and a gjiairing kind of do-* 
quence, which whatever. ufelef* admiration it , 
may raife in weak judges, rauft produce, great 
contempt in more judicious ones . For thpfe. 
who have. a.juft taftje, and true, discernment,, 
know, that a gaudy and -floaid fiyj«,.lu>w foft, 
and: agreeable foever, «aa never either touch 
the heart, or communicate, di&ioft and ftropg 
views, of divine truths* . 1/ we .would attain to 
true eloquence, we mnft cheflifh aninwafdienfe. 
of the important and excellency of fajcred. 
truths* and cultivate a.ftrong feeling of all the, 
virtues. For *vhe.n our own hearts have once, 
&lt the warmth of .divine .things* it will be eafy. 
for us to traosfufe it into the bceafts of others. 
The inward feelings of a good heart have. ana-. 
tural eloquence accompanying them, which can. 
never be equalled by laboured and frudkd or-; 
nament. The heart really. and juftly moved, 
never fails to di&ate. a language plain and <riy> 
foil o£ natural and continued vigour, which 
has nothing in it ibft, noting; trnguifliingj all. 
is nervous and; ft roog* and does not jb^mjaeh, 
pkafe the ear, as fill and raviih the foul* , Fur-, 
ther, let it be taken notice of as a. t^hing of the; 
Vt mod. importance* that fincerity alone, and a 
real defire to inftru& and perfuade, will baniih 
•all kffe&ation, either of fentinxut or language 
This is evident from the. conduit of mankind. 
in ail cfrcQtnuSances wtexe they are in earns*}: :. 
For inftarice, a wifr,;virtumi3, and pio^s parent* 
• when he lias a near profpefr of entering into an, 
., invifible 
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-invifiWc world, and only fo much ftrength re- 
maining as to enable hhn to give his kft/a&dt 
dying nnftru&ions to his belo ved. children wh0 
•ftand weeding around him, will he ftudy to ex^ 
■prefi himfelf with artificial eloquence, and in* 
duftriotifly fcarch for glittering ornament? 
^Surely he will not. Or if he ihould, hefw abf 
iurd, nay, bow {hocking and monftroos would 
.his conidwft appear to every impartial ipe£hu» 
*or f The application is eafy, . and there H no 
/occafion for infilling on it* r Allow me to com* 
tiudethis part of the difcourfe with obferving* 
what has been hinted at above, that this divine 
'eloquence cannot be acquired by human learn* 
-ing, and fkill in the choke tfnd arrangement of 
^words, but by a powerful feeling of what is 
'great and good, produced in us by the Hoif 
-Spirit'Of God, > 

*. I.coifcu now. to the fecond general, bead pro* 
pofed, to con fide r the motives enforcing the 
exhortation. • And there are two of them : 
i.InMng /*&, thtmjbalt fave thy munfouL. it 
is proper to obferve, that we' are under two 
different forts of obligation.; the one- is^ to per* 
form all thofe duties which belong to bur pr£. 
vate ftatidn, as we are men and Christians; the 
cither is,, to perform fuch dunes as belong: to 
that public ftation wherein : Providence has 
placed us- , Both of thefe a*?e equally nefceflkry 
tococnpleteatruly good and worthy character. 
Thus, though a judge flxould be quite blame* 
fcfc inthewhqle tenor of his private behaviour, 
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yet, if he negleft, through carelefihefs and wtr 
dolence, to embrace many opportunities of di£ 
penfing juftice, and of promoting the welfare, 
<jf fociety by h« influence and authority*, ,J*e 
would be highly blameable, perhaps lis highly, 
blameable, ps if he had. failed to do juffijee in 
private life j and could not reasonably expert to 
cfcape that punishment from, the great Judge of 
all, which fuch a criminal omiffion defervea. 
In like manner, though, a minHler behaves, 
Jumfelf with unfpotted virtue and innocence ia 
private life, yet if he has no seal fqr anfwering 
ih£ <nd of his office $ if he ipends that .time in. 
indolence and idlenefs, or even in acquiring 
real knowledge, which ought to have: been 
• •employed in doing good offices .among his . 
people, or in preparing himfeif to inftru&them 
in a more convincing manner ; he .cannot ex- 
peft that he fhall be acquitted at the laft, either 
by h?s own conscience, for God,, who is greater 
than confeience. 

It deferves to be remembered as a matter of 
great importance, and as a very awful confide- 
ration, that negligence or carleflheft about the 
duties of our public ftation, may have more 
dreadful confequences under the. government . 
of a righteous judge than we are pjcdinarily a* w 
•rare of. The criminal omi{&on .or carelefs 
performance of the duties belonging, to a public 
character and ftation, may be as hurtfcl to the 
great interefts of mankind in this or another, 
life, as pbfitive a£b of vice and unrightepufnel^: , 
fo that none of us caa be allured, b*t*he? may i 
. ' ' i foe* 
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ir^'iBc^\»f ffiftftffiofe oFfcbttand rfeligioft 



ai!^d i «crptt•flflI5n , akuttgf thein, tyrQU^K a blind! 
mn&kniVcal^i^niky^slke the labours o£wife 
and "good men '* fci^ levfc'raT ages to root them 
<ftiu' :i &Tiy dot^ha^'ldng ; train 9T mfchieft* 
nYi&'talce fheir rift from bui; negligence, oj: 
mHguifcfed 2eaf, be juftly charged upon us } If 
we eitbir^neglecT: to inftrucl: our people, or^mif-^ 
lead them, can we be free from the blooct of ^ 
the*preftnt'or fucceediiig generations? 

When*, therefore^ we afe'enci our pulpits, be- 
hold a Tifteniqg congregation around us^ let us 
aflc oarfeWes^ferioydy, as m' the fight Vf* God*, 
whether ? tht* f cf6flnnes we are' 'intending, to de- 
liver have a real tendency to make them wifer 
arid Wite?. * to*' enlighten tneir rnindsj purify 
theVli'eartSi or Reform their lives ? And if wfc 
ai*r c6n*lcibus that their tendency is goocYj leit 
ui\giiin r i& o\hVelves^ whether we are'abopt 
td'TittjHrlticii powerful 1 and ftriklng fentiments # ' 
as thr' iubjccY wffl *admit : of, and* as a more care- 
ful ^prepafttioh fmgtit have fuggefted to us*. 
Have Wfe iuch an affecting"' and , commandinff 
fehfe^Af'ctrVine things on otir minds^ as will a- 
wSWe'n^ancf'englig^ the at te%tW of the hearers^ 
efface- Ac? worldly impreffions t^at have beeV 
iriade bnfciHr to/ih&i^h &e w^ enter' 
/froL. II. Q^ into 
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into their affeftions, and infpire them .with a 
contempt of earthly enjoyments, a/id kindle in 
them the love, efteem, and admiration of the 
.things which are heavenly and divine I And 
as to the general condutt of our lives, let us 
ferioufly a{k ourfelves, Have we. done .. all we 
ought to have done, might have done, to alle- 
viate, or in fome cafes to annihilate, and in mar 
ny cafes entirely prevent, many of the.miferies 
our people,, by tender offices of companion, be- 
nevolence and humanity ? or have we done all 
that might have been done by perfons. in our 
circumftances, and with our abilities, (whatever 
they are), to propogate a true fenfe of virtue 
and religion among mankind ? or have we 
done as much, as has been done this way by 
thofe'who were in as unfavourable circum- 
ftances, and had not fuperior abilities ? Can wc 
pretend to faithfulnefs in our office, if we do 
not honeftly endeavour to do our utmoft to 
promote the welfare and happinefs of man* 
iind ? or can we reafonatyy expeft the falva- 
tion of our fouls, if we are not faithful to the 
utmoft ? 

. a.The fecond motive is, That wjballfaye the 
fouls of them that hear us. The former motive 
urges us to take heed to ourfelves and our 
'do&rine for our pwn fakes : the latter is of a 
more generous and difinterefted kind, . recom- 
mending it to us to take care of ourfelves and 
do&rine for th$ fake of others. If we feel the 
force of this double obligation, we fhall watck 
over ourfelves with double care and diligence. 
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As no thought' can be more terrifying, than 
that the fouls of mankind 'Ubould perifli^ 
through the example of our unholy lives, or 
through our carelefs or corrupt dodlrine ; fo, 
on the other hand, no confederation can be 
more rejoicing and triumphant^ than that they 
fhould be faxed by means of that worthy ex- 
ample we fet before them, and thofe pure and 
heavenly kfibns of virtue and piety we honeflly 
impart to them. Since the foul of man is the 
mod excellent piece of the divine workman- 
fliip in this lower world, fince it fiirpafles far 
in dignity and excellence the whole fabric of 
the vifible creation, it muft undoubtedly be "a 
moil glorious employment to promote its 
worth, its welfare, and eternal profperity. It 
is impoffible to conceive a more divine employ- 
ment, than to maintain a command and power 
over the minds of men by the force of truth and 
virtue:' for this is in fome degree to refemble 
God himfelfjthe author and infprrer of every 
good and perfect gift. To be inftfumental in 
making feafon and virtue to prevail in the 
hearts and lives of mankind, Is an office no left 
honourable than that of being a fellow-worked 
with God in his grand defign of eftabllfhing 
the happinefs of his creation. Befides the dig- 
nity of the work itfelfj- let us lift up our 
thoughts to the everlafting honour and reward 
that attends it in the other world: " For they 
" that be wife, mail fhine as the brightnefs .Of 
" the firmament $ and they that turn many to 
" righteoufaefsj as the ftars for ever and ever.'* 
0^2 To 
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To conclude, let us endeavour, in a bumble 
dependence on the Holy Spirit of God, who 
favours and feconds every worthy defign, to 
take fuch care of oiu*felves, and of our doctrine, 
as that we may have u many to be our crown of 
•* rejoicing at the coming of our Lord Jefus 
" Chrift ;" and may at laft hear that joyful fen- 
tence pafled upon us, " Well doae, good and 
<e faithful fervants, enter ye into the joy of 
u your Lord." 

I am very fenfible, that I ought to have ac- 
knowledged before this, my own unfitnefs to 
(peak fo much from this place, and with the 
air of an irtftructor, before fo difcerning an au- 
dience, before fo many Reverend Fathers and 
Brethren, under whom it would have become 
me better to fit as a humble hearer. The taCk 
was neither my choice, nor defire* but impofed 
upon me. 1 have endeavoured, according 
to my fmall ability, to reprefent a few things 
concerning the temper and duty of a minifter 
of the gofpel, which appeared to me of great 
importance, and which 1 find great need to in- 
culcate frequently on my own mind : I (hall 
rejoice, greatly rejoice, if I be found to be the 
only one who has any occafion to be reminded . 
of them. 

Having exhorted my Reverend Fathers and. 
Brethren to take heed how they teach, allow 
me now to call on you the people to take heed 
how ye hear. We may juftly invite you toliften 
to our instructions with an unprejudiced mind^ 

and* 
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and a finccrc intention to know' the will pf 
God that ye may do it. To this cod hearken 
to us with humbleaefs of mind, with a deep 
fenfe of your want to£ divine knowledge, or at 
leaft of your great need to have the impreflions 
of divine things renewed and more deeply «*- 
graven on. your hearts : hearken to us alfp 
with a ftrong fenfe of your manifold hidden 
^corruptions of heart, or at leaft of your want 
of that pitch of purity and fpiritual-mindedr 
nefs which becomes the followers of Jefus 
Chrift. . In this favourable ftate of mind, jlajr 
open your fouls to the light of divine truths 
and to the lively impreffion of heavenly and Cr 
4eraal objects : ftrioufly. cjonfider what ye hear* 
and honeftly apply, it. The main, hindrance tp 
your receiving real advantage from fa c red in>r 
ftrii&Ions, is the want of, that firnplicity an<i 
honefty of heart, which would lead you to eon* 
iider every rule of life, every admonition, eve- 
ry enforcement of duty, as fomething that con* 
cerns yourfelves in particular, and may.be of 
ufe to mend your hearts, or better your lives. 
There is nothing more obfervable among -man- 
kind, than a certain carelefs humour of iQ.okr 
ing upon religious inftru&ions, as not belong- 
ing to themfelves, but only to th$ reft of the 
world! Perhaps, indeed, they will not entirely 
difregard them: poffibly they may Uftftn tt> 
them with pleafure, . treafure them. up it* their 
. memories, {peak of them afterwards with i'omf - 
thing of warmth and .emotion, admire^ xhe, jujfrr 
jacfiofthem, applaud the preacher, and,ex r 
Q^j prefe 
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$refs gneat furprifd and wonder, . i ha* fthe irc& 
«>f mankind do not apply them to corre&the 
<Uforder*of their hearts, and irregularities of 
jthrir lives. But they never allow themfchres 
to reflect, that thofe ve*y iaftru&ioas> which 
they apply to others, might be highly ufeful to- 
themfelves. Confider, that it is not enough 
that you approve of the dtfcourfe, and applaud 
the fpeaker s applaufe will sot fetisfy.a fincere 
inftruftor j he requires more ftibftantial praife, 
your reformation, and amendment* What a 
mortifying di&ppointment is it to- a faithful 
teacher, to meet with nothing bin empty praife 
from his hearers, when he intended, wifhed, 
and expeded to have inspired them with wor*- 
thy refolutions, op engaged them in generous 
undertakings . l To conclude : Remember that 
it will more effectually animate your miniftens 
%iheir public miniftrations, tabe aflured, that 
there is one perfon in their fevcrai congre- 
gations liftening to. them with an earneft de- 
fire to learn his duty, that he may pra&ife it,, 
than to know that all the reft are applauding 
them ; and that it will rejoice their hearts more* 
to find that they have been fo happy as-to con- 
vey one important inftrudion, or rivet one 
worthy kripreflion, than to be furxounded witk 
the praifes of the moft numerous and difcern- 
ihg audience*. 

May tl>e mintfters of the gofpel of Jefus be 
taught to teach, and you to hear, in fuch a, 
»anner$ that xie may be mutual comforts to* 

one: 
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one another io'this prefent world, and at l*ft 
meet together in the divine afiembly above, to- 
live in immortal friendfhip with ooe another* 
and in eternal communion with Father, Son,, 
and Hoi; Spirit. Amen. 
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. The Lord feeth not as Man feeth. , 
By William Lothian, V. I>. M* * 



i Samuel xvi. 7. 

\Tbe tordfeetb not as Manfeet,h : for Man' look-' 
ftt on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
, iooketh on the heart. 

AN important event in the hiftory of the 
Jews gave occafion to thefe words. That 
people were taken under the particular care 
and protection of God. He delivered to them 
a law, prefcribed their form of government, 
jP}d~appoin$ed their kings. Under fuch a con- 
ftjtution, every tranfgreffion committed by their 
rulers was immediately puniihed ; and forfeit 
lure of the office,, commonly followed any ac\ 
of difobedience to the divine command. This 
was the cafe with Saul, whom God himfelf had 
chofen tp be, king ovsr Jfrael. Having:" re- 
V jected the word of the Lord/' the Prophet 
Samuel was inftructed to tell him, that he waa 
«. c rejected from being king ;" and received x . 
commiffion to inveft another with this high, 
dignity. He was directed to the houfe of 
Jefie, who caufed feven.of his fons to pafs be- 
fore him : none of whom the prophet was allow* 
ed to anoint with oil, and by this aocuftonied 
- ceremony, 
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ceremony^ to point out the perfon defigned by 
God to be the chief ruler of bis people. Da- 
vid,' the youngeft, who happened at this time 
to be abfent, was intended to be raited tq this 
honour ;*but being fent for, the Lord intima- 
ted his choice of him- : 'and he was accordingly 
anointed by Samuel. In the review of Jeffe's 
fons, the prophet was ftruck with the appear- 
ance ofEliab, the eldeft. His countenance and 
ftature, he thought, marked him out for king* 
Suppofing that beauty and ftateiinefe would 
well fuit fo elevated a ftation ; the moment he 
M looked on Eliab," he concluded, this was 
"fu rely the Lord's anointed.* • 

The inclination which Samuel difeovered to 
prefer Eliab, produces a declaration from God 
himfelf, containing a truth of great importance, 
—which I (hall endeavour to illuftrate. I fhall 
afterwards deduce from it tome practical re- 
flections : The Lord feeth not as Man feeth :foft 
Man looketh on the outward appearance, but th& 
Lord looketh on the heart. r 

We are very apt 4 to entertain a high opinion 
of our knowledge and penetration. We fancy 
that we can difcover, with certainty, the real 
value of the ohje&s around us, and determine 
the true character of thofe with whom we have 
any correfpondence. No doubt, a natural fa- 
gacity, joined with knowledge of the worlct, 
may be of ufe. But there are few who make d 
jjuft eftimate, or decide with precifion : and evert 
thofe who have been moid accuftomed to obr 

fervatioiL 
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Nervation and refleftkm, are very often mifta* 
ken in their conjedlures. How frequently cfef 
we err in the judgement we form, and are de* 
ceived by fpecious appearances ? How often da 
©ur opinions change according as thefe appear- 
ances vary, and the principles which we imagi-J 
ned were unerring rules, fail us when applied to 
particular inftances ? 

Let us take external cbjefts as an example ) 
and think what impreffion thefe generally make 
upon . the mind. .As Samuel concluded that 
Eliab was the Lord's anointed, when he look- 
ed on the beauty of his countenance, and the 
height of his fixture ; - fo, out.warxl circum* 
ftances often influence our judgement. What 
Is addrefled to the fehfes, catches our attention \ 
$ndj whilft it dazzles our eyes, gains our hearts* 
Do we fee " a man clothed in purple and fine 
*' liuep j faring fumptuoufly every day j" at? 
tended by numbers obfequious to his com- 
mand, praifing his virtues and courting his fa- 
vour? what is the conclufion we commonly 
make ? Surely this muft be a happy man, who 
feems to 'have no anxious cares to difturb his 
mind ; who has no wifh which he cannot gr'a* 
tify j Who is honoured and carefled by multi- 
tudes. Say, ye who are placed in lower ft a- « 
tions in life, if you are not difpofed to en? 
vy. fuch a man ? ' You labour and toil, and pei> 
Jiaps gain but a fcanty fubfiftence : Wealthy 
and all the luxuries it procures, flow upon 
him in the greateft abundance. You pafs along 
unnoticed and unregarded^ Where^ever he ap* 
• pears, 
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pears, aft are forward to pay hiui refpeA. Tou 
are obliged to ftruggle with various misfor- 
tunes, to fubmrt to the violence of the oppref- 
fors, apd to bear the- contempt of the proud: 
He muft be a firanger to thofe innumerable 
troubles which infeparably attend your humble 
and dkfpifed condition. Have you never felt, 
on thefe accounts, the emotions of envy rife ul 
your breads ? Has not a figh burft from your 
heart when the comparifon was made between 
his fituation and yours ? Have you never 
thought your happinefs would be complete, were 
you bleffed with the fame advantages ? It is from 
the u outward appearance" you thus judge, and 
from fo imperfeft and partial a view, muft be 
often deceived. The pomp of greatnefs, the 
fplendour of affluence, the noify applaufe of 
a giddy multitude, or the interefted flattery of 
pretended friends, do not conftitute happinefs* 
Care often dwells in gilded palaces ; reft for- 
fakes the bed of down ; and in mid ft of treafurey 
the heart may be fed. You are frequently 
iniftaken in the eftiraate you form of the value 
of what is external, and cenfure rafhly the con* 
duft of Providence, when, by fuch unfair com- 
parifons, you are dHcontented with your own 
dQtuation. Could you draw afide that vail with 
which the pomp and fliow attending a fu peri or 
fiation, conceals what pafies within, a very dif- 
ferent fecne would probably prefent itfelf, and 
/exhibit to your view an object deferving, not 
your envy, but your pity. You might fed be- 
bind this, ipecious covering; a heart difturbed 

i with 
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with all thofe urfeafy feelings which pride and 
vanity excite ; difladsficd on account of many- 
artificial wants which this very abundance has 
created j fretting at the fuccefs of rivals in riches 
-or power*, and racked with the difappoimment 
of ambitious hopes. But there are few who 
havedifcernment enough to perceive the truth. 
They look no farther than the outfidc, and 
determine according to external appearance. 

In the fame manner, we generally proceed in 
judging of characters* Here the error is per- 
haps more natural than in the former inftance. 
It is only from^mens aftions, from their exter- 
nal behaviour, that we are capable of judging. 
This is the only rule? but neither do we always 
apply it properly, nor is it, in itfelf, certain and 
infallible. In juftice, a man's character ought 
to be determined, not by one or a few aftions, 
but by the general courfe of his life, and the te- 
nor of his conduA. But what is more com* 
mon, than to praife extravagantly, and efpecial* 
ly to condemn feverely, from perhaps even 
one a&ion which has come under our obferva- 
tion ? The appearance this makes in our eyes, 
whether favourable or unfavourable, regulates 
our decifion. Were we to examine carefully 
on what grounds we commonly proceed when 
we entertain a bad opinion of others, we would 
find that they are often very flight and fuperfi- 
cjal. Even after all the pains we can {>eftow» 
when we have no inclination to decide rafhly, 
and have no intereft to biafs our judgement, 
many circumftances may not be taken into the* 
i account, 
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account, manjr of tfhich we arc ignorant, that 
lKtt'withfiandihg are of: importance to aright 
determination. 'The 'seal motives, the true de- : 
iign,' may be concealed. Appearances arfe dtf- 
treitfui; and as thefe only come under our eye, r 
we mult frequently make a falfe cOnclufion. » 
The heart we cannot penetrate, nor obferve the * 
fecret fprings which influence the condud of ci- 
thers. — Thus we are often mifled by the im— 
-p'reffion made upon our minds by external ob- 
jects ; and thus it is that Manfeeth y ': 

But Go& Iboketb not on the oiitivard appear* 
ance. "What we value and efteeirt, may be of 
<no avail in his fight. Thefe external and tem*- 
: porary diftthftions which take ; place among 
*men, are regarded by him with indifference.' 
: From him' the truth' cannot be concealed by 
thofe coverings which hide it from mortal cyti** 
To his unerring- wifdom all things are perfectly : 
known. The real ftate and cotrditibn of every* 
man is always open to' his in(pe£!ion^ 'He caii 
perceive niifery arid wretchedhefs accompany- 
ing riches arid honours. 'He can difebver trute 
contentment amd hrtppinefs duelling in a ItoVr 
and' humble ftation." fie -difregards 'that ihovr 
and pomp wnich attract attention, and excite 
envy ; whflft he values and efteems that virtue* 
and goodnefs which are exercifed ini obfeurity, . 

and under many difadvantages with refpeft to 
Outward ^oniition. ' Contemptible in his fight 
is that fancied fuperiority •fahicn cifcumftanceS 
merely external can beftow ; but honourable in 
his .eftimatioh that realMiAinttibn which arifes 

" Vot. II. R % from 
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<frbm the temper and difpofition of the foul. 
He looketh on the heart ; and from thence jud- 
geth of the character. Thofe fprings and mo^ 
lives to conduft which often efcape ou.r obfer.- 
vation, and, in many cafes, are ftudioufly con*- 
cealed, are naked and open to his penetrating 
^eye. He difcovers when profeflions of friend- 
ship are made in order to deceive ; when pre* 
tenfions to honefty are intended to cover the 
arts of fraud j when 9. claim is laid to integri- 
ty, merely, to carry on defigns of worldly po* 
Ucy ; or. wh«n the mafk of religion is aflumed, 
to gain the good opinion of others, and to pro- 
mote fome felfifh and interefted purpofe. 
Hence he is the only perfect judge of charac- 
ter, ^wd, by " looking on tjie heart," is quali- 
fied to pronounce that fentence which will 
Jiereafter fix the eternal ftate of every man. 

How ftriking the contrail between the im* 
perfeft and partial views of men, and the per- 
fect knowledge of God ! how wide the differ- 
ence between the notions we form from looking* 
on the outward appearance , and the juft judge- 
ment of God founded upon his acquaintance 
with the heart ! how much will we be conr 
founded ^t our ignorance and rafhnefs, when 
rhat day comes which cC will bring to light thp 
« c hidden things of darknefs," and difcloie thp 
fecrets of all hearts ! 

This view of our imperfeftion, and of th£ 
jkixowledge of God, may be improved tOi the 

purpofp 
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purpofe of teaching us fome uftffal leffon's. As, : 
m the 

Firft place, Let us learn from hence not to 
value too highly what is merely external. The 
fplendor and mow which are addreffed to the 
fenfes, ought not to excite our envyv nor 
fhould the means of procuring what unthink- 
ing men are fo apt to efteem, be the chief ob- 
jects of our purfuit. Were we to look beyond 
the outward appearance^ efpecially were we ca- 
pable of looking into the heart : , we would, iii 
many cafes, make a very different eftimate. It 
were well for us, if we fiiitably exercifed our* 
reafort, and employed thofe talents with which' 
we are furnilhed for difcovering the truth. We 
would then perceive, that- thole things we are* 
&pt to wifli for with fo much eagernefs, are of 
much lefs real importance than we at firft ima- 
gine m y we would then be convinced, that we 
wei:e often impofed upon, and that we purfued 
the fhadow inftead of the fubftance ;we would 
acquire a degree of indifference for what was 
not neceffarily or intimately connected witlv 
our happinefs, that would fet us free from thofe 
' immoderate defires which occafion fo much 
unneafinefs, would banifh unfeemly, complaint a 
and indecent murmurings againfb the proce- 
dure of Providence, would prevent repining at 
the condition of others, and render us con*! 
tented with our own fituatiom Let us reflect 
on the great difference there is -betwixt the ren , 
alky and the appearance. Let uscon(ider r that 
external diftinctions are of no avail in the fight 
R z o£ 
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of God. Let us remember that the time is farft 
approaching, when .they will be altogether abo- 
lifliecL We will then perceive the folly of al- 
lowing what is thus temporary and infigninV 
Qant to engage our affeftions. What is man 
at his beft eftajte, and when decked out with all 
thofe trappings which are fo apt to catch our 
fancy ? He is like the flower of the field, which, 
beautiful for a while, attracts the notice of paf- 
fcqgers; but foon its leaves wither, and its 
beauty evanifhes, " The wind paffeth over it* 
" and it is gone ; and the place thereof fhall. 
" know it no more." How mortifying to hur 
man vanity and pride ! what an inftructive left 
fon to beware of over-rating what derives all u 
its value from appearance only. la the 

Second place, Let us learn to guard againffc 
raflily judging our neighbours. We look at 
the outward appearance ojnly, we cannot look , 
qjx the heart. The real motive and principle, 
the true intention and defign, we often do not 
know* Why then fhould we be hafty, to decide* 
or peremptory in the judgement we form of o- 
thers characters ? What we may view as im- . 
grope? and criminal, might be found, were we 
acquainted with all. the circumftancps,. proper 
and commendable.. So fenfible are mankind 
of the folly of pronouncing merely upon ex- 
ternal appearances, that they are defirous of 
avoiding the imputation of fuch an abfurdity, 
by magnifying their own fagacity and penetra* 
tion. But in doing this, they fall intp a greater 
error. They pretend to difqover the true mo* 

tives , 
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tives of the action they condemn, and afcriba 
to their neighbour the worfl views amd defigns* 
They thus ufurp the prerogative of God him* 
felfj prefuming upon their own wifdom, they 
put the moft unfavourable conftruction upcta 
*heir neighbour's conduct; and when their 
own intereft is concerned, conclude from th« 
outward appearance, that the heart is corrupt* 
ed. Hence it happens, that even thofe actions*- 
which, if traced to their true caufes and mor \ 
tives, we muft neceflarily approve, are cenfured 
with feverity ; and what we ourfelves do with- - 
out iharoe or remorfe, we condemn in others* 
-But." who art thou that judgeft another man's 
" fervant ?" what title haft thou to dive into 
the heart, or to decide where thou muft necef- 
farily.vbe ignorant of manycircumftances pro- 
per to be known in order to form a right 
.opinion? Wouldft thou" chufe to have your* 
own conduct tried in \ this manner, or your 
character determined by fuch partial views i He 
whom tHou thus ralhly condemned, has ama« 
fter in heaven, " who looketh on the heart. 
<« To his own matter he muft ftand or fall." .Be-- 
foi*e this perfect Judge of character, thou thy- 
felfmuft one day appear^ and give an account 
of your- conduct. '* Judge not, therefore, left" 
«. c ye be judged/' Attend to your own tem- 
per and behaviour; amend what is amifs there ?> 
and be not too hafty to decide concerning the - 
characters of others. 

• %dly 9 If " God looketh not on the otrtward;. 
f* appearance, but loqketh on the hearth let 
R 3. us^ 
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us he carefulto cultivate that temper, and t<>- 
acquire thofe difpofitions, which he will ap«^ 
prove » Our external circumftances will not 

. recommend us to his favour. The rich ind 
the poor are equally the objects of his regard-, 
if they aft aright the part affigoed them in. that, 
ftation of life he has appointed. Whatever 
may be our outward condition, we cannot en* 
joy the countenance of God,, nor expect his^ 
approbation hereafter, unlefswe praftife the 
virtues which he has enjoined, Thefe are the 
only ornaments in. his .fight:* thefe conftitutc 
the only diftin&ion which he regard*. Men 
may court and flatter, when this perfect Judge . 
will condemn.: Men, who are influenced chiefly: , 
by appearances^ may commend, when that God 
u who looked on the heart," will di&pprovcr- * 
In the 

Fourtfi place, The fame cpnfideration fliould^ 
teach us to be neither too much elated with 
the applaufe* nor too much dejeclxd with the 

_ c^nfure of. men, JBojrh of them are often be* . 
flowed where they are* not deferved. What 
fignifies their commendation, on the one hand; 
when we are cpnfcipus of having no. title to it * ... 
or their reproach, on the other, if our own 
hearts, do not condemn us ? The one ought 
pot to give us any fatisfa&ioh,; nox the other 
pain. How foolifh muft it be to aft contrary to 
what we know is .our duty, either to gain ,the 
praife or to avoid the cenfure of thojfe wko 
" look no further than the outward appear- 
<c ance?" yet how many ars.thejs. who make 

thb : 
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this their chief x>bje&, and for the fake of it> 
Sacrifice every wdrthy principle ? What v a 
" fin^ll matter ought we to reckon being judged - 
* by man's judgement, when we recollect that . 
u there is one that judgeth us, even God*?" 
How mortifying to pride, and this unbounded . 
thirft of praife, to refleft, that notwithstanding 
the noify applaufe of' thoufands, this impartial . 
Judge condemns I On the other hand, how 
comfortable the thought, that if we do our. 
duty, and notwithstanding meet with cenfure 
and contempt from men, God at prefent ap- 
proves, and hereafter will abundantly reward : 
*uf conduct ?v 

- Laftfy, Let us. learn from this repreftnta- 
tioh the folly and danger of hypocrify. By 
art and cunning, we may deceive men, who 
" look at the outward appearance only *," but 
we cannot by, any artifice deceive that " God . 
44 who loobeth on the heart." He demands 
truth in the inward parts, and delights in inte- 
grity, and uprightnefs of fouh Thefe>wemuft . 
feem at lcaft to hate,, in order to gain the fa- 
vour of men. It is not always eafy for them* 
however, to difcover if we are really pofleffed 
of thefe virtues ;. but u God fearcheth the 
" heart, and trieth the reins. There is not a 
" word on our tongue, there is not a thought 
"<nrour heart, but he knoweth it altogether." 
How foolifh then muftit be to diflemble, when 
we are ever in the prefence of that great Being, . 
whofe eyes penetrate the inmoft recedes of our 
fouls ? How dangerous^ how ineffectual the at- 
tempt 
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tempt to impofe upon this unerring Judge ? 
€S Whither can-, we go from his Spirit, or flee 
*' from his prefence ? He knows our down- 
** fitting and our uprifmg ; he underftandd 
u our thoughts afar off": he compafieth our 
" path, and is acquainted with all our ways. 
*' Darkaefs cannot hide us from God ; to him 
"the night ihineth as the day; to him the 
« darknefs and the light are both alike." Sup* 
pofe we fhould fucceed. for a time by a double 
and deceitful conduct; yet what will this fuc~ 
cefs avail, when that God who was prefent with 
us in our clofeft retirements, (hall call u* to an 
account ? The period is faft approaching, wh&i* 
our charader will be determined, and our e- 
ternai ftate fixed, not according to the opinion 
which men have f6rmed of' us, but according 
to our deeds. Let the view then of this righ- 
teous judgement of God, induce .us to a£t with, 
integrity and uprightnefs, without which, we 
cannot hope for the approbation of that Being, 
nuhofeelh not as man/eethj who koketh not om 
the outward appearance* but who Jooketb on the 
heart*. 
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Reflexions on Jefus weeping. 
By William Lothian, V. D. Mi 

John xj. 35. 
Jefus wept. 

THE hiftory of which thefe words are fc* 
part, exhibits a very tender and.affe&ing 
feene. Our Lord had lived in intimacy and;, 
friendfhip with Lazarus of Bethany, and his. 
two fifters, Martha and Mary : and they re-, 
paid this mark of difiinftion by every expref- 
fton of civility and kindnefs. Lazarus failing:, 
fick, his' fitters fent notice of it to. X^s* whOi 
Was then at fbme diftance ; not doubting *>f hi$h 
fympatby for them in this diftrefs; and enter- 
taining the hope, that the fame, power and*, 
goodoefs which they had feen him exercife ia 
other inftances, would iaterpofe in hehalf o£ 
their brother. Jefus, inftead of haftening t& 
the relief of his friend, as was Tery naturally 
expe&ed by Martha and Mary, continued; 
where he was ; and in the mean time Lazarus* 
dies. We may eafily conceive the deep afflic- 
tion of his fifters, Surprifed no doubt they, 
were at being neglelfcd,. as they thought,. , 
by that Jefus whofe chara&er was diftinguifhed. 
by afts of kjndnefs, and on whofe affe&ion^ 

they 
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they imagined they might depend. Ir is diffi- ' 
cult to fay what fentiments they would enter- 
tain of his conduct on this occafion r which 
might very probably excite fufpiclbns in minds 
like theirs, opprefled with trouble, and fretted 
with dlfappointment. So affii&irrg was* their 
fituation, that u many of the Jews came to 
€< comfort them," and to adminifter every con- 
folation in their power to two Tuch worthy per- 
fons/ But our Lord's intentions were as friend- 
ly as they could have wifhed. So far from be- 
ing unmindful of their diftrefs, he returned tci* 
Jodea, where his own life was in danger, and, 
notwithftanding the remon (trances of his dif- 
riples, proceeds to Bethany. When the news 
of his approach reached the town, the hopes* 
of Martha revived. She ran out to meet him;- 
and, with that earneftnefs which marked the- 
ftate of her mind, &nd exprefled fome degree 
of confidence, though clouded with doubt and 
fear, inftantly fays, a Lord, if thou hadft been- 
" here, my brother had not died." Jefus em* 
braced this opportunity of giving a diftanthinfc 
of his v defign *: " I am the refurre&ion and the 
H life : he that bclieveth on me, though he 
*< were dead, yet fhall he live." Martha com- 
municated the glad news, that the Matter was- 
tome, to Mary \ who immediately left the houfe, 
and, followed by the Jews, ran to the place. 
where he was, fell down at his feet, and feel- 
ing the feme emotions with Martha when flio 
firft faw him, addrefled him in the fame Ian-, 
guage, c . c Lordj if thoa hadft been here, ..my* 

•'brother. 
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•" brother had not died." Two fitters lament- 
ing the death of a beloved brother ; their com- 
panions deeply affected with their diftrefsj and 
all of them bathed in tears of undifiembled for- 
tow, placed before our Lord a truly mournful 
fpe&acle. He entered warmly into all thofe 
ientiments which filled their hearts with grief; 
felt for their fufferings, and mingled his tears 
with theirs : Jefus inept. Thefe were tears of 
fympathy and love 2 they flowed from thoie 
eyes which njever beheld diftrefs without pity * 
and were the genuine exprefiion of that for-" 
i-ow which wrung a heart tender and affectio- 
nate. Happy were the fitters of Lazarus in fuch. 
a friend ; His fympathy alone would afford 
jbme cpnfolation to their deje^ed fpirits ; and 
.though no hope had remained of any farther 
proof of his love, mutt have, in fome meafure, 
loothed their troubled minds. 

Jefus weeping with his friends at this time, 
will fuggeft fome .reflections, which it may be 
.of ufe to illuflrate. Every view indeed of his 
character, ^loioft every aftion of his life, con- 
veys to us inftru&ion. If we entertain Jthat o- 
pioion of him which we ought, we will take a 
plcafure in* examining every circumftance in 
both, however minute, which may contribute 
to infpire fome thing of the fame temper and 
difpofition which we mutt admire in the perfon 
we acknow.Je.4ge as our matter. 

I. " Jesus wept when he faw Mary and the 
f ' Jews who came with her weeping." Does 

not 
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not this circumftance prefent us with a very a- 
tniablc and endearing view of- hischarafter? 
It fets the Saviour of the world before ifs in a 
-very engaging point. of light. Here we. be- 
hold him who. for our fakes .aflumed the 
-human nature, 'acquainted with our grief, 
and afJEe&ed with our forrow. We fee his 
tears ihed at the figfrt of thofe troubles to 
which our prefent imperfe# ftate is fubjeft. 
Here we pbferve .the moft ijlyftripus perfon 
^ttat ever appeared on- our eart,h, petering into 
our feelings, and difcovering the fa^nc painful 
emotions that opprqfs our minds. On this oo 
cailon we behold him whom heaven and earth 
obeyed, condefcendiqg to take parf with us in 
our diftrefs, and in our ' affliction, afflicted. 
Martha and Mary |iad loft a companion and a 
brother. The remembrance of his virtues ;. 
the recollection of the happinefs tl^y had en- 
joyed in his foci?ty x and in th^ mutual endear- 
ments of a virtuous friendfhip; the hope they 
had entertained of fuch a friend, giving a 
double relifh to the pleafures of life, orjighten- 
i*g the burden of woe in the hour of adverfity, 
hut now djfappointed j, would all fe$ve to ag~ 
gravate and increafe their forrow, • - 

There are implanted in the foul certain affec- 
tions which have othbns for theirobje& By thefe 
we fubftitutc them in our place 5 .conilder their 
interefts as our own, and feel forrow for their 
diftrefs. Such was that affection which now 
xcignfed in the breaft gf Jefus. His forrow did 
i not 
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not arifc wholly from the fame caufes which 
grieved the fitters of Lazarus. They mourn- 
ed the death of a brother, Jeftis knew what 
they fuffered: he felt for them.- Sympathy, 
companion, and pity, took poffeffion of his foul. 
Thefe are virtues which are the brighteft or- 
naments of any character, and defervedly obtain 
efteem and regard; Is there a perfon who can 
turn away his eyes from beholding diftrefs, or 
who can look unmoved on another's pains ? 
We pronounce that he is deftitute of humanity, 
and unworthy the name of man : we conclude, 
that he has counteracted the moft worthy difpo- 
fitions of the heart, and done violence' to his 
very nature. We deteft his conduct: ; we can- 
not think of him, but with abhorrence* But 
who is the man whofe heart bleeds at a taie of 
woe, whofe foul melts with tender fympathy, 
and deeply feels a brother's fufferings ? We be- 
hold him wkh veneration and love. 

It was this teridernefs and compaffion our 
Lord difcovered. The pitying tear flxowed 
what patted within his breaft. Often had he 
exercifed his power in acts of lingular good- 
nefs :, often had thefe excited admiration and 
love. They difplayed the Son of God, and 
imprefled wonder and aftonifiiment on the 
minds of the fpectators. But fcarcely did any 
occafion exhibit him in a more engaging view 
than the prefenu Attended by two mourning 
fitters, furrounded by their companions weep- 
ing* " 7 e f u * wept? With a tendernefs and pity 
becoming the Son of man^ with a fympathy 
Vol. II. S and 
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and compaffion which marked the friend of the 
Jmman race, he laid afide the more dazzling 
glories of his character, and mingled his tears 
with thofe of his friends. — What would be the 
fentiments of M*uy and her companions when 
they faw the Saviour of the world thus fharing 
with them in their forrows ? Obferving that 
they were neither unregarded nor unpitied, 
fotne confolation would fpring up in their de- 
jected minds ; and, ftruck with the tears of Je- 
lus, would for a while forget their trouble, in 
amazement and admiration of Iris kindnefs. 
Before this, Martha and Mary had acknow- 
ledged the excellence of his character, and en- 
tertained for him the higheft refpeft ; but if 
3ny aftion of his life could recommend him 
particularly to their efteem, it muft have been 
the fympathy he now difcovered, and the part 
he took in their diftreffes. 

Have we ever feen a like eKercife of this vn> 
tue ? Have we ever witnefled fcenes of woe, 
where every effort of friendfhip was unavailing, 
and nothing left but to drop the tear of fympa- 
thy, when the power to afford relief was want- 
ing ? Have we not beheld this teftimony of a 
feeling heart with reverence ? Shall not a like 
impreffion be made upon our minds, when we 
here fed Jefus weeping with his mourning 
friends ? Shall we venerate thefe proofs of ex- 
cellence in human charatters, and fhall we not 
be affefted in the fame manner, when we think 
of this companionate Friend of man ? Let this 
circumftance then have its fuitable influence ; 

let 
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let it endear him to our thoughts, and excite in 
our fouls that high regard and fincere cfteem 
to which he is juftly intitled. 

IF. In the fecond place, Jefus wept with his 
friends when in diftrefs. In this he has fet us 
an example worthy of our imitation. As his 
tears were the genuine expreffion of fympathy 
and compafiion ; fo he has powerfully recom- 
mended thefe virtues by, his conduct. 

Some have endeavoured to exclude altoge- 
ther, thefe affections; and others have repre- 
fented them as a weaknefs which ought not to 
be encouraged. It has been faid, that whate- 
ver we may pretend, we have no fuch kindly 
affections for others 5 but that the feeling we 

% call compafiion, is as felfifh and intereiled as 
any other, being nothing elfe but the appre- 
henfion of fome calamity to ouffelves, xaifed 
by obfervinjg what others fuffer. This, how- 
ever, is an unfair ftate of the cafe. There are 

•few who have not, on fome occafions, felt, a 
real forrow~ for their fellow-creatures, entirely 
independent either of the reflection that they 

* were, at the time, free from the like diftrefs, or 
of the fear of the like trouble befalling them* 

• felvcs, Hard indeed is that heart which never 
r felt for any woes but its ownj and never knew 
•.fympathy and pity unlefs accompanied with 

fuch felfifh confiderations. Neither are thefe af- 
fections given us in vain> As they are a part 
of our original confutation, they anfwer many 
valuable purpofes. .By this means, mifery may 
" S-2 be 
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be relieved ; and, in fome cafes, prevented. 
Hence they ferve to diminifh the calamities, 
and to increafe the pleafures, of life. Ablbrd 
is the opinion that they defer ve not our regard. 
Cruel is the attempt to banifh them from our 
breads. 

Our blefled Saviour has fhown us an ex- 
ample of a different conduft. In his foul, 
tendernefs.and pity were deeply rooted. When 
he obferved Mary and her companions weep- 
ing, the emotions of fympathy were excited ; 
and, inftead of his fuppreffing them, the tear 
ftarted in his eye, expreflive of the feelings of 
his tender heart. It was not for himfelf^ it was 
for his friends he wept. Shall we not then con- 
fider his behaviour as a pattern for ours, and 
be proud to imitate fo amiable a part of his 
character ? Neither the religion, nor the 
example of Jefus, gives any countenance to the 
ablurd attempt of rooting out our paffions; 

: nor encourages us to " (hut up our bowels of 
u companion.* As W/i, we ought to feel for 
the diftrefles of others ; and Chriftianity does 
not require that we ftifle or fupprefs the 
emotions which their fufferings raife in our 
fouls. Formed as we are, we muft be affe&ed; 
and our profeffion as Chriftians, binds us to 
• " compafSon and pity, not merely by pofijive 

' precept, but likewife by the example of our 

' divine Matter. 

What is more engaging to a mind not ut- 
terly corrupted, than the exercife , of com- 
panion ? What is a more agreeable, fpe&ack, 

than 
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;. t ... , . ., *♦ * . 

than to behold thofe who partake of the fame 
nature, who equally feel pain and diftrels, and 
who are all equally liable to trouble, bearing to- 
wards each other a tender fympathy ? The 
more wedifcover of this temper in any perfon* 
the more we efteem his character ; and fo uni- 
form are the fentiments of mankind in th/s re- 
fp'efi, that they have agreed to mark its pro- 
priety and excellence by the name of Hum** 
nity. 

Befides, the exercife of kindly affections- is 
ever attended with a degree of pleafure. So 
carefully has the Author of our nature provi- 
ded for the practice of companion, that objects 
of diftrefe, by a fecret charm, attract Our np- 
tice. By a wonderful contrivance in our ia- 
ternal frame, it is not always in our power to 
turn away our eyes from beholding our neigh- 
bour's fnfferings, o* to lhut our hearts againft 
taking a part in his forrOws. The fight of woe 
touches our foul \ and though we cannot remove 
trouble, yet we are ftrongly prompted by .our 
very conftitution, to alleviate.it by our fym- 
pathy, . ^ 

But were we ever inclined to counteract 
thefe natural difpofitions $ were we ever induced 
to check the riling emotions of pity - f let us fe- 
fled on the conciuft of our blefled Saviour. Be- 
hold .him weeping with, Mary and her compa- 
nions \ think how he appeared when he faw 
their diftreft $ and fey, if.youfhouldnot be in- 
fluenced by fo. bright an example. Is it npt 
your try eil honqur K ought it not to be jqw 
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: higheft ambition* td refembk this iltaftvious 

- pattern of all eicellence ? Did -Jtfus weep ? 

• and ftiall you refufe to flicd a tear at a brother's 

- diftrefe? Did he difcover the tendered com- 
paffion for thofc who were afflifted ? fhaHy^u 
be indifferent to another's {offerings h Should 

r * you not rather wiQi to catch fcmething of the 
fame amiable fpirit and temper? Imitate then 
this divine example : yield to the kindly feelings 
of your own hearts ; and from Jefus learn €C to 
'«« \veey.with thofe that weep t * 
\ ~ . . . ■. . • . ♦ 

' III. Jefus weeping with his friends, exhibits* a 

pifture oi our prefent ftate, and reprefents it as 

affording many caufes of. trouble and forrow. 

On a former occafion, ourLord waskindly enter - 

1 tained at the houfe of Lazarus $ and at that.tin&e 

• was employed in communicating inftru&ibn to 
this pious family. Now, he finds it " the hottfe 
«* of mourning ;" and his bufraefs is to com- 
fort Martha and Mary under the lofs of a be- 

* loved brother. Formerly, Mary fat at his feet, 

• Jiftemng yith the utmoft attention to every 
word he uttered. Now, Ihe lies proftrate before 
him bathed in tears. 

So variable and inconftant are all human af- 

• fairs j fo .uncertain and precarious is every 
-• earthly bleffing. To-day, we may be happy in 

the enjoyment of our friends, and the fociety 
of thoie we love ; to-morrow, we may be de- 
prived of thefe comforts by th£ unrelenting 
hand of .death fnatching from our fight the 
mqft natural and worthy objects of our-affet* 
. fc uoa* 
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tkro.. To-day y we may be called to cl rejoice 
«* with thofe who rejoice -" to-morrow, a (udden 

• and unexpected change happens, and our kind 
offices are required in. administering confohi- 

^tion to the*rtmnded fpirit. If fuch, then, is 

• our prefent condition, let us not only be ready f 
1 in imitation of our Lord's example, to fhow 
' out compaffion and fympathy, but let us pre* 

• pare our mMds for bearing, in a proper man- 
ner, thofe diftrefles which it will not be in our 
power to prevent. The calamities of life will, 

• in fome meafure, affect us, and perhaps none 
-more deeply than the lofs of friends; but 

• whilft we feel as Men, let us aft as Chriftians. 

- Nature may fKed a tear over the parting fcene- 
Jelus wept over the grave of Lazarus. But Reli- 
gion fets bounds to our grief, and requires 
that we ", mourn not as thofe who arc with- 

- u out hope." She reminds us, that nothing 
here below is certain and permanent : fhe calls 
upon us, " to look not at the things which are 
" feen, and temporal, but at thofe things which 
" are unfeen and eternal ;" and has opened to 
our view another and a better, ftate, to difen- 
gage our affections from this world, and to fup- 
port us under all its troubles. Let us then re- 
member, that our. prefent ftate is a ftate of 
trial and- of difcipline. When diftrefs comes 
upon us, let us have recourfe to the principles 

- which True Religion has recommended, and 
< thefe hopes (he has encouraged us t6 entertain. 

la this world we will meet with trouble : here, 
fjmpathv and companion ought .to be exerti- 

- • ' ' fed. 
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fed. But let us not forget that better country 
to Which we are travelling: and when our fouls 
are pierced- through with many farrows, let 
us raife our thoughts to heaven \ let us k>ok 
forward to that perfeft ftate, "where former 
•• things Ihall be pafled awfcy ; where Gqd 
. •* (hall wipe the tear, from every cfe j wherfc 
u there fhallbc.no more death, nor forrow, 
" nor crying •> neither ihall there be any more 
"pain." 

IV. Jesus weeping on this occaflon, was 
confidered as a proof of his love for Lazarup. 
Such was the natural and juft coriclufion bf 
the Jews who were prefent : '' Behold," fatd 
they, <f how he loved him." The tears which 
pur Lord fhed, were an evidence, not only of 
the tendernefs of his heart, but likewiie of the 
fincerity of his aifc&ion* If his fympathy with 
Mary and the other mourners, ought to excite 
our efteem for his character, the affe&ion he 
discovered, ought to warm our hearts, and to 
produce love to this companionate Friend of 
man/ Let us recollett, that this was not the 
only inflance in which he fhowed, in the very 
fame manner, his difinterefted benevolence. 
When he was on his laft journey toward Jeru- 
falem, multitudes followed him '> in token of 
their refpeft ipread their garments on the way 
as he pafled, and celebrated his praifes wijth 
finging Hofannas to the Son of David. But^ 
amidft all this pomp and Teeming honour, his 
mind was forrowfid and dejefted* Surveying 

'wfiikt 
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what was afterwards to happen, as he ap- 
proached, the tears darted in. his eye, and he 
weeped over this unhappy city. The fins of 
its inhabitants,- and the view of that vengeance 
which was foon to be inflicted, not the pro- 
fpect of his own fufferings, though at the very 
time they were near, produced this expreffion 
of his forrow. Did then this kind Friend 
weep ? was his affection for man fo fincere ? 
and {hall we not teftify the fenfe we have of 
his kindnefs by our love ? How warm and fer- 
vent ought this, love to be, when we think, 
that he not only wept over our miferies, but 
flied his blood for our fakes ! Cold and un- 
feeling' indeed is that heart, which can 
remain unaffected with, the contemplation of 
the character and conduct of Jefus* . 

I conclude with a reflection fuggefted by a 

- review of what has been already obferyed. What 

- an encouragement is it to recollect, that this 
fame Jefus, whom we here fee weeping at our 

. diftrefles, is ftill employed in attending to our 
intercd.' He is now our Advocate with God. 
" Becaufe the children are partakers of flefli 
** and blood 9 he alfo took part of the fame ; 
" and now exalted to the right hand of the 
t€ Majefty on high, ever liveth to make inter- 
" ceflion.* How comfortable the thought, 
that as " he himfelf once fuffered, being tempt- 

' u ed, fo he is ftill touched with "a feeling of 
" our infirmities !" Ought not thefe circum- 
fiances to raife his character in our eftimation, 

and 
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and to fecure for him the chief place in our 
hearts ? This refie&ion may be farther extend- 
ed. If any thing can ferve to infpire .us with 
joy, it is the confideration, that this Jefus, 
whom we here view in fo amiable and endear- 
ing a light, will hereafter be our Judge. How 
tranfporting to the pious and fincere, the 
thought, that the perfon to whom he muft 
give an account of his conduit, and who is ap- 
pointed to pronounce that fentence which will 
-fix his ftate for ever, is not fevere and unre- 
lenting; but one who has already given the 
mod convincing proofs of tendernefs, com- 
panion, and love for mankind ! 

Recollecting then thofe parts of the character 
and conduct of Jefus, which {how him to be 
the kind Friend of man, let us entertain for 
him the fincereft efteem ; and preferve our con- 
fidence in him firm and unfhaken. Let us 
make the beft return in our power for his kiifcl- 
nefst and by every method we can, ezprefs our 
affeftion for him, who, for our fakes " became 
** a man of forrows > and acquainted with 
w grief; 99 and who in all our afflictions was af- 
filed. 
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SERMON Xn. 

The Wifdom of God in the Gofpel-Reve- 
lation. 

By William Leechman, D. D. 

Preached at the opening of the General Aflemblf 
of the Church of Scotland, in May 1758* 

1 Cor. i. 21. 

For after that, in the wifdom of God, the. world 
. by wifdom knew not God, it pleafed God by the 
foolifbnefs of preaching to fave them that be 
{ Ueve. 



WE learn from this chapter, and feveral 
other places of the New Teftament, 
that the Jews and Gentiles urged different ob- 
jections againft Chriftianity, arifing from their 
refpective characters and prejudices. The 
learned among the Gentiles (to whom the a- 
poftle's difcourfe here refers) entertained very 
lofty notions of the excellency of their philo- 
fophy, and of the noble effects it was capable 
of producing. According to their views, it 
was the only corrector of ignorance and vice, 
and the only conductor to truth and virtue : it 
jrione formed great and good men : it afforded 
the only true means of enlightening and re- 
forming 



but alfo of the manner. They admired the,,afy[ 

fprcc of thefe prejudices la iavqur oJFij,{^ey 

aerated the g?fiM^°y^^ i^iji| ( flp§Bj !l 

tokia^lxe/Be^.,,. , .., 4 „ ,. , . v; ...- u . 07 

^Taeme^d wh.ci.tte gc&ej. jDropc&d, LS& 

fifhermen and nof by learned philofopher$j,ya£j 
in their view a very foolith one, and which 
inuft in • ^he, e,y^nt .Drpy^jja^uf ceff fbi. ,, Thf y 
defpifed too the plain I'ayp ,fUj$efg i6tnj[p#W.^k 

th^ir t ;a>9we4, ; cpmp^ffl flprf tfudied^; 
qyenpe. , , The, *mfo 0mW&f>i*MW&\ 
principle, , th.at.i^e yrue. fawirtqdge, jot fifld, wij*, 
the . bsftiounfda^ion, W whiqhffe^^religi^n^nfi , 
virtue, apd the.mefl: ws&flapje r/rfor^tjon an.4 
imprgve^nj? Jimong m^a jcy>d„ cpujd, he hui^^ 
replies, to tU^q^ic^ ^-^ije^l^,^^, 

V?«h of ** my., ^.tfr^cWw «*ft>^ v 

<fyj» 1/ Cod, (1. <. 43 .{he inyAewuerf 9i¥B?l^ q£, 
the Djvine will), ^ wapisf &W#fep» Aivfyfofnt 
their own reafon, and philofoj^y^ ^fejfSljHSta 
Qod, if pletfed God, by ,*k^Ujb^s.jof^^h^g ti 

„, jtywhich, words, ,£ hpre^p ,f,*W fnaift^D,;, 

% q ?:l i^^w»«Kw«vft^«*8kflfJ ##*?Hh» 

.-v •'..•• , i.M 1" " U ac* f 
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erf the philosophers Tailed in a >e*y effinifal 
point, the lcadipg the world to the true know- 
ledge of God. 

Secondly 1 That the doclrine of the goQxI, 
which they contemned, is ordained in the wif- 
dom of <5od to be f the effectual means of en- 
lightening aad laving thofe who believe it. 
' All that is farther intended at prefent is, to 
offer fomc obfervations for iKe illoAfotion or 
confirmation of the apoftle's two aflertions; 
and then, if time (will allow, to point out fome 
of the practical inftruftions (Ihited to the oc- 
cft&m of tmr meeting) arifing from what Khali 
befaid. 

I. The First aflertioa is, That tie world 
ky ivifdom knew not Cod. 

As the apoftte was a man of unqueftionable 
integrity, and had the. beft opportunities of be* 
ing fully acquainted with the ftate of the Hea- 
then world, his teftimony, as to this charge of 
ignorance, againft it, might fafcly be relied up* 
on. But there is no need of refting the evi- 
dence of it upon his teftimony, however vene- 
rable and worthy of credit in all rcfpccls, E- 
very one who k acquainted with' the hiftory of 
the ancient world, muft acknowledge, that fdr 
many ages before Chrift it affords the moft in- 
contestable proofs from faift, that the great 
body of mankind had not that true knowledge 
of God «hkb did or could direct them to pu- 
rity eithei* of manners or of worihip. It is 
true, that thegreateft part of the philosophers 

Vol.. II, T acknowledged 



eft) tiuriftdttroft^iu^ 

o&er-decbafed^ D»4f^^w?rf^^^^rre^^ 
r bhlrt!gfidf.r,ro£f 4«Uet ^ifpo^i^ojJ^pipW* 

!;.eifcrthey:4€focdi ^^ii^^V^^^idgve 

but learned philofophers, and gf^t, qgiflftjors, 
ocMMlinfidilifMf ,vrt»rt!fe!;Mi9J^^%^^^ ab- 








^ 



^ViiMrtiffat ^btftftj **iHi>nsegfea«l> ) : m. the 
-%rih»of.rel5gi<^ii - r iw \telcfc icaiaylBr^dttod, 
^fc*6*e : 't!c^eptHfc*>«lie j^etfriUjKafcthft HHa- 

fc &fa^fie^tf^£d*ft&fre} «fa fe TOfepfedand- 
°fifoa»ia*fi»g < 'tti& (^^^©uWfWiirhafC-anyiitea- 
•'ayfcflfea* ^ j*$tt<fc9>«i«tubu£fwa£tice ia;th<* 
3 *b&rfibfr 'trjtfe j 6f '■ \\ ft, w to aftmiqiftfar: -ftdi4 
''toitfolfttibn^rt'th^TeWbnerdf diftwfty • «r to th» 

Ui ' yJ . T z men 
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tamed the ^flhiual^iceigle? pf ;I?$y$#fnvi9Ff j 
which th$ whgie^fyfleflJjJ^f r idolatry, $j$d fujw|r+j 




iophers, or ' j^rhaps ^^ftpfe-Jlc^pfc,^ *$& 

f™es o£ Polvthetfm; a^4 J^ fe$° $> e «W«FJc 
extreme or Atfieiirh anuhnpietyc, .But all thefe. 

riot 

trtHhg due. to^e^^I^^fi^-^flU^ £ m 

naft is \o taVeJ X ( UI YSy, •*>? f th? jfjfedtofbsphje^, • 
f r#m llicir ftrfl apgearaac e ; , igt ^Greece, .4bou£ 
five hundred ydafs/befQr^ bbc S^yiour, tflj ttieif ^ 
refutation and InBpenos jp njijcely fgnk s$»Pt&!t 
five" ^unire|( ycitj j ftftf r fjjfln^it anight,, 1?$i i 
flioym/ ; ' tiVt d^^^^^S^^ pf\ *Hkr> 
lon^ j^rfod, " they \weV%fg (df ,ftom Qgrr^d^gq 
th£ genius ah^Tjpint bT^^gapifin, th^t t£ey ■ j^k-i 
th£r fencouragea and prornated. k bqtlvjby. tlueir.Q 
pritndples and pra'cTice^ " And particplpr^^.^ 
Wotl^ appear, that af^C^rjftia^ £^,yij- ,j 




tori 6f J if^even to the "degree br^igofry, and 

. l ^" i ' lw * " violent 
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violent perfecution of all who opposed it. Sir 

■*l*i<M<mm>ttorC<i'd, ; - &>M& ruV 'iitft'^lf is 
t*tMhrtotftf,- ,L §ta?a* ,! t©3 tHfe* fckrrie'd.' 'toiT<ft# 

was%i^ ! Wnd^&ro'i* ar'Mtftn'eMi $0 

:A«n«i. i: WMCwfeeH- Rldapcrtotts'ottly we^'in?- 
-ttstedi " ffcoUgb this tootald fee fiippofeii tb ' Be 
trttei ; iit : i*TB ndi hftaftdatrdtf aj5oftle*s in^ri! 




dj^'ifl'li'^ew. under, 'inc. 
. etra-^ f fecre^ J feV 
«r»fflt WjfWverVa 1 fe^^riY^n^m'o^^fiv' 
iri**eHf«I> Il akd ^ofcle^pM/tt-fli^ foimders ,oK 
tHfe c JeViffl : ^ntf ^frf ifthin' rei^ionr to promuK 
ggM-tfcc tudtbr to : aft 'iriankind; ~ But whe't'h^ 
ttfs«*!6itf *tf tlirh^feas'-ta^n't ,io Ue mK 
ri» aii^rbrj^e W^'hetfier^^as taiigit fn t 
atybt&V tei^.y^gen¥r%~ done by-tie , 
pMW^h^may'lSe d^bted/iJFflr it ist'l^' 
ty- Sftiprtibabiey : th!it the 1 drrors bf iPolythe^fnl£ , 
or 1 , atleaff,;irft Aeettdrt of Pblythelfin, were "' 
deifeftea'itf'tKefe^rtd rites: That the; in'ula- 
tcif prfHeVeVM9rt'tlie ! ,belief and in 'the WorMn^ 

y orid J ^ri^ Wimk;. It' IsT^K 
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tnem, were at the fame time, the warmtj^tfikp* 

rjRW^^^i; -^r j "in f!5fHJ off* ""*<> naftqroubiq 

:^epre<tia(te : t^^wfr^. wcifm ipMtofc^jfritat 

. .onljr to ^^,4ba^,(he^i^l^i*fl&^o» inoan- 

n Wpd* wlyc& a^pwjy yo?thfroi thtktiowiL- 
j ^^{ift:T^teth^jtlj5f§.5f ftdttfepiOpT fcaakod 

^ Jo weft andjipoft^o^^ 



nr i|eraof th* f mjitei(i&» 4c<H^i«etatkti»ftSto€»i^draH^ 
- then hiftoriao, an a<jmiryc£ ^c^tra^r,,<»p$matoo 

I believe in a* many cod* as the poets ha£ defalked . > 

w f Tt Is obfer ved of the Emperor Julian, (commonly called 

r.ft* 4W«?')i l ^t A^^iimft^^lM^^r^ftffeal 

Jn^JVfcW* ^W^S.Wf^W* ©(Dr^rfhft^pfci^mw of 

Ttfcre 



prefumptton of the truth of the apWI8e*ji IJSSeV- 

Jc^hjy^^I^tdtaiaFo^^f^^aftfM'^- 
notei wt -ftheifTHe fcntwlWw •« f<Gotf i 'irt ' l Mfce 
•miianeiijctlibfewho^av^^^Vca'tto^ig^t'frdm 
-flWm^dcpj^Wsifliei 'taMHNitK &&'!& <ftHPm 
.Mterfuoi ^c£i#2dtfIfae©, u W ; W I Htf8 Witt 
u^«Mdhri«nf««>aai9f!eli|iba^^o 7 ^iaap %br 

• oi>i!to.y/.olfcfep«i^BiScdfe^*ga j J* E! i p9e\Rc- 
; sTOfiVJrtdikiltMi^tfe^itftai B&nfffififfifeiftr^e- 
bltffcd^tlfc^ea*. 1 *I?4Wtoe I fc&&/&a<, 




lonweit^4«s ittainfed^ jiilV^oVionj of tfe^f- 
S^fctt^rfedious, to comfortable views of divine 
- uR?9! v Ml?P/? e »- ,t9j,p¥)»ty!,sfewtwfiuf»!t»>«i perfeft 
.tfyftero ,o£rai«»rals,.ior' l «)5jft9ady'ht^t3 of 1m- 
o;ita»irtttiyy Without toe 'aid '6f 7 §ofpetfKght. 
Swdf'tfttf &peneWce Vf dear four thoufand 

to o«fy'TM«** i hiU.»rfJ« a hlmAif 'obliged to'ihew'tlhei* 
' -a fcri|»«av«»i**(Jmiifa , «l?yA^V, « ^r(om'confec?a'ied t'olbe 

" -V* yero> 
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yiirs, muft be ifiHlinid as ifitlsfo^ory proof, 

eefsfulnefs of human r^afon in m^t^pp ^f iixto-t 

vaptagft spuing* vwlm^^ 
rici o£ a f^if fcyjp£*n#i, jft&pg&e afefraafttgea^ 
&f obftfv^^f^^^^tf^^riftiQt thdUi^DodcKi 
«eflftW > ^SHHrf^wAcift^ftwffbO isifattrfrqnj*r 
di^l^aqi^^^ir ftfttesfcW t*tf4foU**$fieifli£; 
T *»5>wy(H%fWWo^f s«*lii*ftpGf*l««e J* icon*} 

an4^tfr v ^Mpl^tf<^ t»q 

fuch a deplorable ftate of darknefs with regard® I 

titffe.-p&.jtfep gpfj^V'db^u^ftf^eigujyrio afcK?j 
wSf^^d*« e gfmiPllfc^fl8»px«fvBrQyideonrjol 
ai^rfft *#Btf* ^rWgh^ft if teu^Aiof :&«*kfttKle 
nef^rfqr J*6w Qkr*ft$ ^te^x^JUbk gifefofic 

wiihf^ ftatto£re¥gipa ituteJfa^towcHaki^: 
cveft.^itfr.^ft.e^ 

lodjj^w to Wlfifflr : &i97$pgft1e«>.t » t » nnJ Ji.rl: 
Ift&P«td4M9&d tOSJUeriftta the^wa^a^ol 

K&ht of na&ttfcCaif><gs>i ^paa>yinbf perb^)ib^^ v 

on. ?! 1. j; * , •-' ? •• .5 * • * ' iinpropfi^, 



rthtittgw;i&" ™ awn lisnu* lo terlMsz 
In the firft place, let it be obferved, ^tfiitf 1 
**1 *cafihoVMtf rtafifl^88flcfirf»§ d f rdik \*Hat* he 

themft«idetfil^t<<#rt 

w&firftfc iftmeoDff « tte noWift and - RflP{teil&ltf * * 

pWM^TackttO^vidd^ftg? tifatr they#M [ tto2 ihtfcftF- ' 




conceited >ftMtoft^^f^^!fe^wy^ehttt f b^i l 
reafcny -as M-fa$tf aH r t««ftieMy s 6pififtiiis; > 
ipdce frequently iifi<&fc «Jaffy?&{Fxa& d : r W<#- • * 
tWIy of »«rt3rtaad'FfO , **tefacfei a$d with>HffijS^ > 

wli^4m4eaifrfti8*r^ 
peaidiotelyccmJ^ 

fommme^ 1 itf v^^t&^<^I t^fini, a deepftitft - 
of ihrtocfertaiiito^SihSfe ^W^^fe^^ngp^nfeT * 
oft*lri)ig aded^tfibtttife g&dtP Naiy| fak^* 
tidma&p^fiwrf*' aF**tft T to»h£s» aTfeaft, 4f ^ 
nott!<bave £a&rdl$3&ltU>*&» fcf a dMfte inft*u& AV 
tofi' ThAB fhtogT'afce ftfbng pfefuiriptrdnV ^ 
that foiire of the IwftfdJOi&flil^df arickfot ! #kP° r - 
lofopfcyvsawerHj m&r*^1^6-ft<&m'o!<» trfccfli 
tio^\iHcfeoHei;©<J<togph faaflpii 

fo^Jddputiby phil^ophlcil ^fq«i^k^^ *-> tri^rt 
Ag^hrv-'iBt us -further confidcr, that it is no 

eafy 
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ti6if,'wfc may fe^but^^to'^rftlttde 1 , tfiSWt 
reqmred greater efforts -of icmirAg *W*r n #£ 
are apt tip6n firft ifidftgHU ttW^fe;-^^ 

looted -tfprti ^ ■ , WrV'%t*&t& ; J Rtf &ftatfeel 




plain ^ad } c¥xtfci*, n; c^fetf I fi l aat j ^RfeV^'lBtrt'ia 
jiidgc' vfftx ] Vttbrrr«ftefi Iff AeH^krofoeAttf 
the eVldcmf^fdlr k± ^etf^iihdi&y attekfli* 

*r«*ciHtee» ^a£^ 
6fi»iwW!t>H3 ^ar^^h^ti^^^i^ft^j^ 
fit^ofaeir-iad^^ d£ii&$ hf 

<&8gn ever^tfhke 1 : ;^p£itenl la^teVonffi^S 
fibnhof ihfc tini¥erfe^ : -iftif ;: in ke ^auk-tf'tfF 
fcirticura* bemgs.- 3 TKe , flrffl : kind: Vf *r#£- 
ftieiitsV it #ilt be fctfeuttedy 'are ^^fcftfefteti 
ttfd *efined ; t<* ^rbtfQde fr'flr&i cbbViffibri/Ot 
indeed any^favi&iah^'alf; ia-tfe^iti^tff 
the generality of mankind ; and the fecond forti 
€>£ therti could -riot - hhfre fcmy grea* or general 
^fie(ftm the earlier- Ag«s ; df eW ^fror44, before 
jkikrfbphy ^^tukr^te^i^dVl^^aek Of 

^tf&jfli^fc advatli&d^tf ^fc&fidcraMB n tfk 

philosophical 



haj$ ^ewouW : nojt .^ 

r^AwiWpSe, th^ to any, fplid 5^$ .convincing 
ftlwipoincr p£ t^f^q^imj^t^hr ,bett*wj 

f8 c rfiMWHH* ***** #«<<## W «*#&* J&* 

nolo, v." 1 — f- .: <V J- .-"»■ "' . • ? * : 
! II, .. Tflf* jqqw^ |HrOCC$4.to the Second giFer* 
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is a wife one j su That kb an efi&hul aec* 
and, 3. That the execution of it is a chief ob- 
ject of Divine Providence* Let us confider 
each of thefe in their order. 

I. As to xhtjirft, The apoftle, indeed, ia the. 
language of the .conceited pretenders to wif- 
dom in thofe days, calls it fooliOinefs j jet, at 
the fame time he plainly intimates> that what 
they called foolifhnefs, was in reality the moft 
perfect wifdom > and in the verfes following 
the text, he exprefsly calls it the wifdom of 
Cod. It muft be obvious at firft fight, that 
die exhibition of th$ wifdonvof this fchemein 
the inpft extenfive view of it, as laid before the, 
foundation of the world, and as carried on in. 
a continued progre fs, % and an amazing. variety 
of fteps, from the firft apoftafy till the reftitu- 
tion of all things, is an undertaking to which 
none of the Tons of men are equal. The full, 
djfpiay of the beauty and marvellous wifdom of 
it in its wonderful contrivance, and wonderful 
execution, from the beginning, tQ its final ac- 
complishment, muft be referved for a fund of 
Cyerlafting entertainment in the regions of per- 
fect knowledge. It is our duty, in our prefent. 
{late, to contemplate the obvious and ftriking 
wifdom of thofe great lines of it, which are 
clearly revealed, and are eafily comprehended* 
Every one knows, that wifdom confifis in chu* 
fing the moft proper means to accomplish the 
beft ends. The great end propofcd by the 
-gofpel-revelayon, is the deliverance o£ man-; 
,kind from a ftatc of darknejs, corruption, and, 
v 1 guilt; 



$3to>^M&&Mag dMmtfli tet< tf ttgta* pt» 

rwWlMMhiir ** cMtttysffij'tikt mattfer<*£ 
this revelation, or^t&frtty/4t& rfttthftfebf eb*»i 
ai^atagL^,^ r.tftfi&ateife.'ife ^«A,-we 

•WiaaiS*'- 2 ^ 1 -'^ * f * L ' r * i-* 4 ^ • , ' i " / '* T - ; * , >'* 

fjidajwicoipwi** ^ ? ^ ~ f? * ?"* f — ' "'* *" " '• • ■ > 
so j/fy W5*h »gardi*# * be Jtafefciffi 4et -it - bt 

ffitr^iW^'AhPF^^ftat^^ ftp -lefi -of every 
m?k% vBrtcft^frcM ^iaii*fS#e1i*a^hav(* It 

Ittppinefr' (ir^imi^tJyaarar^l^g^o their behk- 
xh>ur : Oatfi to i&£fatuthjp£* tf'MMh* iole dejign 
fcf it,«o' gjjtffc iub Aofcivid\^kJaod<iii^efi4om of 
cAir; ii*te/t?j:pf. oiif tfa^^&tftt^ftrf^itins, tite 

#tfd> A^Ujuh^iaiiwkr^tbe ai*H«tt*ce J of divitit 
gi*c«v«** th* 4ttrtediftttti«tfarfs bf ihe ^wvitf, 
# thecon*fo*VMbd> v£ Ui* moral* order *a«d 
^terfc&iGh fefc*** foute.«* »As*e are c*rh)£tetl 
add 4tfgf^td^io*tf*ftrttf*0' ttr? - infcapabltr 6f 
l^irvii-^h«ppil|efca«l^aj| a*4 Ipurlfiad. anil 
rcftm^taoo«dttri^iABfi»e*ferd^S4ty'aAd'nioiv 

f^WgL. II. U ' without 
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without the hopes of pardon, and immortality, 
It is evident, therefore, that the chief ufe and 
excellence of the doftrines of revelation, muft 
lie in the influence they have upon the fan&ifi- 
cation and confolation of our hearts : and in- 
deed, the whole ftram of th$ fcriptures {hows 
us, that thefe are the great ends of all the dif- 
roveries of the gofpel. Our Saviour evidently 
Juppofes. that truth is of a purifying nature, 
when he prays *, u Santtify them through thy 
*« truth: thy word is truth," The apoftle 
teaches the fame do&rine, when he aflerts f, 
that " God hath from the beginning chofen 
u us to fajvation, through fanAificatiqn of the 
«* fpirit and belief of the truth :" The sjpoftle 
John, after fpeaking of the truths of the go- 
ipelj adds, % " Thefe. things write we unto you, 
•« thatyour joy may be. full," -And indeed it 
muft .be obvious to every one who attends to 
the natural operation of truth upon the minds 
of men, that it is not the precepts of Chriftia- 
nity, but the truths of it, which are the direft 
and immediate means of purifying and com- 
forting their hearts. 1% is not, for inftance, 
the.pfrecept, "Love not the world," but it is 
the clear difcernment of $he truth, ^hat world- 
ly things are vain, and inefficient for happi- 
nefs, which is the effe£tual mean of abating our 
too ardent love and purfuit of them. It is not 
the precept, " Humble jourfelves,* but it is 
jhe clear? view and lively impreffion of the 

t • Jphi^ xvii. 17. m | a Thcf. ii. 13. 3 John, i. 4. 

*-!;■'. - truth 



the Gofpel-Rcvriatfori. * 13 1 

truth of our (late,' as dependent, weak, indi- 
gent, depraved, anti guilty creatures, that pro** . 
duces a humble" temper of mind. It is not the' 
command, "To love God with all your hearts,'* 
but it is a full view of the truth of the divine 
character, as excellent and perfecl in the higheft 
degree, which is the natural means of kindling 
the facred flame of love in our breads.' It is not 
the precept, " Rejoice in the Lord Jefus," but 
k is the belief Of the truth, as to bis glorious 
character and undertaking, and the mighty be- 
nefits we' enjoy and hope to enjoy by him* 
which excites real joy in our hearth ' Here 
then lies the-ercellency and wifdom of the doc- 
trine* or: the gofpel,. that they tally exaftry with 
the preferit ftate of mankind, and are admira- 
bly adapted, (with the concurrence of divine 
affiftaace, which we are encouraged to alk), ta 
ture every difeafe^ every difbrder Of the hu«* 
man heart ; to beget, to cherifh, ftrrd confirm, 
every pur*, every virtuous, every pious difpo- 
fition 5 and tqtftabliib our fotaU in peace and 
joy. Every one muft be fenfibk, that the 
bounds prescribed for this difcoude will nc^ 
permit me tb take all the do&rines of Chriftr- 
anity under eprifideratiort, atad to {how, that the 
firm belief of each of them has a natural ten- 
dency to cleanfe us from the filthineft of the 
flelh and fpirit, and to pecfeft id us true holi- 
tiefs, and "fpiritual joy. We may juft mention, 
a few inftdmces for the illuftration of the point. 
Thus, it is a certain fact, that mankind are 
at prefent in a ftate of corruption, and at the 
U 2 Guner ; 
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feme time apt to he infcnfible of the mifery and 
danger of it. under the government of God- 
Surely, nothing can be conceived more fit to a- 
waken them to a juft fenfe of their condition, 
than a. meflenger from heaven, clothed with 
the authority a£ God, fetting before them the 
intrinfic malignity and mifery of fin, and the 
certain, the dreadful, and eternal confequences 
of continuing in the love and practice of it. If 
we could defcend to a particular view of -the 
iwral diforders and corruptions of the fouls of 
men, it were eafy to fhow, that the firm belief 
of the do&rines of the .gqfpel, is the natural and 
the bed antidote or remedy for each of them : 
and particularly it might be fliown, that th$ 
clear and full manifestation which the gofpfel 
has .given, of the chara&er of. God, and the 
laws of bis moral government, and of the 
terms of falvation, are admirably calculated to 
root » out the principles of fuperftition, 1 , and 
all falfe notions deftru&ive to the virtue and 
happinefs of mankind, and to plant in their 
room Ahofe principles which have a natural 
tendency to prompts their virtue,, their perfec- 
tion, and felicity.. But. this wpuld be a fubjeft 
more .proper for a practical treatife, than a 
fingle.fermon* Every one who has a juft value 
far the do&rines of tbe,go.{pel, and who takes 
pleafure in the contemplation of Divine "Wif- 
dom, will traqe.out* wijh great delight, the na- 
tural operations and effects of the truths of. re- 
velation, v on the hearts of thofe who' really be- 
lieve them, - . 
• ... ":•-'. Again: 
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< Again: Ai* •mankind* in a ftate of guilt? Is 
there a fenfe of guilt, and dread of the Divine 
difpleafure, fo umverfal among mankind, in 
feme degree or other, that it may be confides 
ed*as a characteriftic of the fpecies "?• Are the 
fninds of all forts of men, from the moft learned 
philofophers down to the greateft favages, fiib- 
je&, on fome occasions, and in fome Tenons mo* 
roents, tofuch remorfe, as makes them wifhfos 
feme method of expiating their offences ? Are 
the minds even of the moft enlightened mehf t 
thofe who have the higheft ftandard of moral- 
perfection, and the quickeft fenfe of duty, fo* 
confeious of the guilt of fins of leffer malignity, 
and of the omiffions of what they ought to 
have done, that they dread what the confe- 
"quences may be under the government of a 
God of perfect holinefs ?, Does not this fenfe 
of guilt fomethnes rife to fuch a degree of anx- 
iety as greatly to difturb, and fometimes even* 
to diftraft the minds of men ? Does the force 
of this natural fentiment appear not only in in- 
dividuals, but in the focieties of mankind?. 
Have atonements of one fort or another, for a- 1 
verting the difpleafure of Deity, been eftablift*- •' 
ed in all national religions in all ages of thfe 
world ? What can be conceived more admira- 
bly fitted to give relief and. confolation to the 
heart of man, alarmed with the fears of de- 
ft rved punffhment, than the doftrines of the 
gofpel, * « that God- is in Chrift, reconciling 

• *~Cor. v. i & 

Uj "the- 



23.4 The Wifdom of God h» Ser. i ** 

1 € the world unto hiiafelf, and not imputing to 
«< men their trefpafles ;" and that Jefus ChrirV 
by his obedience and humiliation to death, even 
the death of the crofs, has offered up an at- 
onement of* the higheft dignity, and moft per- 
fect and extenfive efficacy, of *fhich the Great 
God, and merciful -Governor t>f the: world, 
har.given the higheft tcftioaony of his accept, 
aace *i * .; r 

. The time will not allow me 'to point otu in 
what a variety of ways, and with what dfoina 
wifdom, . ibis do&rine of Chrifthmity , with the 
other doctrines, of the; exaltation of Jcfas to be 
a Prince and Saviour, connected with it, are 
calculated, to. promote, both the purity and joy 
of the heart* of the children of men. Let it 
<*nlyhe obftrved* that the peculiar docVines of 
our peace, and acceptance with God* through 
Jefus Chrift,and that, the only acceptable me- 
thod of approaching to- God- in religious wor- 



• There is rcafon tQ fufpe$,that fome arc prejudiced a- 
. gamft the do&iine of Jefus Chrift's being the propitiation 
fot the fins of the world, froth a wrong notion of it, as im- 
plying that ©ed was rendered nfercifoi-asd placable 4>?iv 
whet* he w*s other wife before : wfcer&s.it U the clear atad- 
undifpt>ie& docVine of the gofpel, that Go4 is eflentiaHy 
benign and merciful ; and that the propitiation is fo far 
from being thecaufe of the Divine mercy, that it is the ef- 
fect of it : it was the eflential mercy of the Divine nature, 
•which moved him, to appoint the atonement, *n4 to accept 
.Qf it. The atonement, through the blood of Jcfus, is ^he 
method chofen by infinite wifdom of extending bis eflen- 
lial meity to penitents, in a way perfeclry c6nfiftont wnk. 
the pvrity, therjghteoufiiefc, the order and 'digoky of hit 
moral govcra»cj».. ;: ,. . 

flip 
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fliip is« in the name of Jefus, have at. native 
tendency to bear down that vanity, pride, and 
felf-Goafidenee,. fo apt to arife in the heart of 
.man, and to beget. and pteferve that humility 
of mind* w&kh is the only true foundation* on 
wluch the whole fuperftrufture of the virtues 
of the Chrittian life can be raifecL The ft- 
rious and habitual, fcnfe of thofe important 
truths, muft carry along with it an humbling 
impreflkm^of our guilt and unwqrthtnefs, while 
at the fame time it folaccs our hearts/ with the 
exalting hopes of the favour of God, and «f 
that eternal life which: is his gift through Jefos 
Chrift* - v ,. 

r We cannot conclude this bead', without 66- 
ferving the coofpieuous wifdom of the appoint- 
ment of the one Mediator, the fole Head, the 
fole Law-giver afld Jfcdge of his church. -It 
was a very ancient predidkm concerning him, 
4 « that to him the gathering of the people 
M Ihould be," Gen. xlix. 10. There is a later 
one to the fame purpofe, John xi. 52. u That 
" he {houid gather together in one, the chil- : 
«' drcn of God that were Scattered abroad. 5 * 
$he whole New Teftament is full of this doc- 
trine, " That he is the head, in whom all fulnefs 
u dwells." He hhnfelf foretold, " that when 
« he ihould be lifted up, he would draw all 
a men after him.* It is evident to every one, 
that the reducing of men under one great 
head j is the moft natural mean of uniting them 
to one another j and to the great God and; Fa- 
ther of all. "The moft ordinary observation of 
^ * the 
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t^c world, will convince every one what a 
mighty power the attachment to one <;hief, in. 
learning, in arts* or in government, always has, 
to bind men .together in affection, and friendly 
fociety. This is the eflect of it, when there is- 
mothing but joint admiration, without depend-, 
ence and expectations ; but the effect is much 
Wronger, whea there is a greatxlependtince, and 
hppes oi many great advantages common to 
all, from .the power asd favour of. the leader. 
How, much more . then, rauft the fubje&ing of 
m^nkipd to. one great and glorious Head,, fan 
whom they have the higheft veneration, from* 
whom they have received the mo ft invaluable 
benefits, and Qn whom all their future hope* 
depend, contribute to unite them in the ftrict? 
^il bonds of friendship? Here are all poffiUe 
motives to the. moft hearty and entire union v 
here, are no fources of divifioa and difienfion*. 
from competition of ixxtercft,.or jrivaiihip in^he 
favour of the prince. All faithful fubjefts are 
equally afiured of his favour and protection, 
?nd of being cpndu&e^l forward to final felicity, 
and glory under hit divine administration* 
perhaps it will be aike4, Since it is the natural: 
tendency of thitconftitution to produpe union, 
why does not the effect follow ? why do we not 
fee a total union among the fubje&s of this 
kingdom i If this were the proper place for it, 
perhaps it might be fhown, that it. has produ- 
ced very real and yifible effects, befides thofe in- 
vifible ones which it certainly does produce at 
all times,, on the minds of all who love our Lord 

Jefus 
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Jcfus Chrift in fincerity. We have ground to 
hope, that it will ilill operate in a more ■corifpt- 
cuous manner, even in this world. The full 
and perfect effects of it are juftly hoped for hi 
feme future period, according to the all-pre- 
valent prayer of the glorious Head himfelf, 
* f That they may be one, even as we are one," 
John xvii. 21. 22. : 

The tendency of this divine appointment of 
one Mediator, the Head of all, to unite man- 
kind unto God, is fo plain and obvious, that it 
is fcarcely neceflary to illuftrate it. It muft be 
evident at firft. fight, that ,the fubmifSon of 
mankind to this one great Head and Minifter 
of Providence, is at the fame time an actual 
fubje&ion to th« -Father, who appointed him ■; 
Therls is an in&parable connection betwixt fub> r 
jecYioh to she Son of Gdd, conflicted by tfce 
Father, Lord and Judge of all, and real fub* 
Jection to the Father himfelf. The laws of the 
Mediator, are the laws, of God; and the very - 
firft and greatest of thefe laws is, to love the 
one God, with all our. hearts, and with all our 
fouls. ' Betides, Jefias is the image of the invn 
fible God :*'" He that hath known him, knows 
" the Father atfc," The love of the perfect I- 
mage, coincide* with the love of the all-perfecY 
Original. + f( He that hateth the Son, hateth 
" the Father alfo." That union with God and 
man, muft for ever conftimte the higheft per- i 
feftion and happinefs of 0$r rational and im- 

•/Joha, jiv.f.^ \ John, *v. 13% .- '< * 

' y mortal 
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mortal natures, is a truth fo plain and evident, 
that it needs neither explication nor proof. 
. Wc fhall conclude this part of the fubjecTv 
by obferving/that this circumftance, that the 
great Mediator was once vifible in .a body, ta- 
bernacling among mankind, is not to be over- 
looked in an inquiry into the wifdom. of the 
Chriftian fcheme. For, by dwelling in flefh^ 
lie was qualified to inftruct us in the will of 
God in a familiar manner j to fet us a perfect 
example of all Virtues, in a real human cha- 
racter ; to have a fellow-feeling of our infirmi- 
ties ; and to fuffer and did as a propitiation for 
our fins* To which, perhaps, it may be added* 
that as the niind of man feems fomehow to> 
ftand in need of fomething vifible, on which 
the imagination can lay hold, and reft ilfejf; 
the gofpel is wifely accommodated to this de- 
mand of human ; nature. ' When we meditate 
©n our glorious Mediator, who is now invi^ 
fible, under the characters of our great Ih- 
ftruftor^ High-i>rie(t # . and Law-giver, we caii 
more eafily ftay our imaginations, and fix our 
thoughts, by reflecting upon him as once vi- 
able m our nature, than we could have done* 
had he been a purely angelical being, who had» 
never appeared in a vifible form upon earth, ou 
cofoverfed with mankind. 
. *dly x We now proceed to the fecond head 
under which "we fummed up the matter of 
Christianity, namely,- the precepts of it. Here 
it is not intended to explain, or illuftrate, the^ 
purity-anct perfection of the Cririftian precepts*, 
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©r to compare them with any other fyftems of 
morals, which may have been held in efteem a* 
xnong mankind, that their fuperior excellency 
may thence appear. Let it fuffice at prefent to 
obferve, that though the precepts of our holy 
religion are not the direct and immediate 
means of our fanctification and comfort, as has 
been fhown under the former head 5 yet they 
are real, though more remote, means of them, 
and as important and efiential parts of the go- 
fpel as the doctrines themfclves. It is the laws 
of Chriftianity which, fet before us that ftand- 
ard of moral perfection, which we ought to 
have always full in our eye ; they lay us under 
the folemn and indifpenfable obligation to a* 
fpire perpetually to nearer conformity to the 
perfections and to the will of God in all holi- 
nefs of heart and life. It is the laws of Jefus 
which enjoin us ii> the ftrongeft and the moft 
facred manner, to employ our moft ferious at** 
tention upon the truths of his religion, to in- 
culcate them upon ourfelves, till they produce 
their full effect on the purity and comfort of 
our fouls : and indeed, without a humble con> 
fcioufnefs that we have endeavoured to govern 
ourfelves by the laws of our religion, as far as 
human infirmity will permit, we can have no 
well-grounded hope of the favour of Cod, and 
of that happy " immortality which is brought 
" to light by the gofpel of Jefus Chrift." 

2. Having taken this general view of the 

matter of .the revelation of the gofpel, we 

bow go forward to confider what was propofed 

• in 
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&J^£l^iDd, jban .that of Iabe»ri4idc5* 
>»* °'^tc9fo%. and phitofophyj is evident 
/*^2 abg |jcft zcfle^km. • -.The Jvulk of man- 
** Au&& wc * c> uor ar * at -prcfenty in fuch.a 
fniW*r that digjr. could* rcafod^otiti ft clear 
*4fuJkfy&* m <rf <he*-tru*s- of * religion *for 
eiicm/yves, or even follow the trains? of'reafon- 
Uigs. of others, fo as to receive iarisfa&ory! con- 
viction from them. But when tile do&rines of 
religion are delivered as comawakaftftm» froa* 
the Father of lights* by a perfoo who has give* 
full evidence of his divine camHaiffibn, there iff 
not only a plain foundation laid for givkrg cree 
dit to his testimony, but it is, accompanied with 
an, authority which commands the attention of 
the human mind, and impofes an obligation 
upon it to believe and obey. Thoufaiids, nay*" 
millions of mankind, may be brought to the 
knowledge of the truths and. duties of natural 
religion, in this way, who could never have at- 
tained to it by difquihtions of philofophy •> and 
as to the peculiar truths of divine ^revelations 
there is no other way of attaining the know- 
ledge pf them. •• l * 
. The gofpel- method of inftruftion is farther 
accommodated^ with the moft ftrikin^ wifdom, 
I 10 
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to the circumftances of mankind ; as 1 it not only 
employs the plained and moft fimple expref- 
£ons and fimilitudes, in the delivery of its doc- 
trines and precepts ; but it takes the affiftaftce 
of &ch facts and examples, as the loweft un- 
>derftandiag can ealily comprehend; ted the 
weakeft memory may ealily retain . Does the 
.^ofpei teach the rejoicing doctrine of the refur- 
rection of the dead i it not only does it by 
plain aflertkmsj .but examples of de*ad perfons 
«axfcd to life. Does it teach that the Savioiir 
has the ppwer of forgiving fins t he exercifes, 
in. the .view of all, that very power, by delivering 
xsieo frpoa thofe difeafes which ace Ac* punish- 
ments of fin : again : Is the one eternal God, 
the creafor of ail things, coo great, and too 
glorious an object, for our weak roindr«o be- 
hold? would his ttavaLfed £lory quite ovef- 
.power our ftsble natures I ihe gafpel exhfc 
bits him to us in a jnild and ftaded glory, in. 
the perfon, the character, and conduft^f J^fus, 
«* who is the vifihle image of the invisible God.?' 
The divine .perfections and providence are re- 
prefented to us. in him* . in a way fiiited to our 
low capacities. : ,When our Saviour faid, t€ I 
"will, be thou clean,"- and, t( Man r -ftretch 
"forth thy withered hand," and the effect iri- 
ftantaneoufly followed, he gave a ftriking re- 
jprefentation of that almighty creative power 
which brought this univerfe into- exiftencew 
When he faid to the fea, " Be thou calm, 19 he 
gewre aja im*ge of the fovereign dominion of 
God over all nature. His many ^unerring 
J?oh'll* ;} X " predictions 
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^f«rcdifti,ons.of' future events, were a .lively tftf- 
-prefentation of that divine foreknowledge, arid 
-OH>n*fcience r which fees at one view the whole 
ieries of eveats from the beginning to the end 
+q£ time. It were eafy in like manner to fhow, 
:that the fpotlef? purity, the difinterefted and 
icver-afiivegoodncfe, the melting companion, 
•the unconquerable meeknefs, the incomparable 
^lenity, afcd fotgiving temper, of the Son of 
apian, manifefted in hi* character and conduQ, 
;a*sthe jiifteft and nobleft reprefentations of 
^hcjnoral perfeftioos of God, - 

# Add to this, that in the life of Jefua we 
have ^11 the Chriftian virtues ft t before us, in 
Aheir full perfe&ion, as patterns for our imita- 
tion : and this is done, in a feries of fafts wefl 
^calculated to inform the judgement,' to warm 
•the affe&ions, and to make a laftmg impref- 
£oa upon the memory. This pattern is not 
*only perfeft, and fukfcd to our condition, but 
,is further inforccd by. the dignity of the perfon, 
'and by the fweet but powerful influence ac- 
•compariying the idea of the Friend, the Bene<- 
-fa&tor and Saviour. Bcfides, we Jiave in Jefus, 
^ot paly a pattern of all virtue, but a pattern 
jalfo of the regard that fhall be beftowed upon 
-it. c< As he overcame, and is fet down with 
•"his Father on bis throne * 5" if we ove,r- 
tome the temptations of the wqrld, he wiU 
grant to usto (it down with him on his throne. 
Here is a proof from faft, of 3 future .rewards 
Aud furely a more elevatiog "and tfnnnpkant 

? Rev. Si, if. t 

omiideration 
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confideration cannot enter into the' heart ok. 

rdan, than this, that our common nature is al- : 

ready crowned wfth glory an4 hohomp, .in the*: 

perfon of Jefiia Chrift i and that, if we refttnblc t 

Kihi in purity and goodnefs here,' we fli$H b£> 

made like unto him in felicity and glory herfc^* 

after. • • - '• * ; * 1 

Again : The divjne'wifdom of the method-to 

Vfh'wfh ChHftianity is confirmed, will appear,' if 

^e confider, that the proofs which it offers of* 

it* trojh; are not fuch fubtile and difficult rea-*/ 

fonings as may perplex the minds of manM 

femd, hut they are either appeals to the natu-r" 

rtil fentlmeftts of the hufciaji heart, Or to fiich* 

fefts and events* as lie open to the exarnina-; 

tkm etf pesiba* of alt capacities. What is? 

cormTtohlj- called the* * internal evidence' of ' 

GHrifttaahy, 1 is -nothing $lfe bur an appeal to* 

the heaf't'crf man* as to the excellency 'of ks» 

d&Sfcrines %hd precepts* arid as to* the perfeft' 

putity , gouidne&^ acd integrity., oP the cbsrac*? 

ter of its aruthoi The extertiar evidence, "fifom* 

miracles- and prophecies, *arc every .way fuitedl 

to work on the minds of* all mankind* r 

• Miracles are the feak of heaven, and ftrikei 

conviction rat* dnde. But befides their being? 

"the Kidft authentic evidences of the divine* 

commiffion . of him* that performs them, and* 

'of the truth of the do&rineft Which he pcM| 

bfMHes, they at ihe'fame time<are*he raoft' ir-» 

refiftible proofs, that this vifible world has a* 

fupertor, who can alter and change, its bftTgr* 

andlaws at bis pieafiwe. SottttT of the iiiquP 

II ' ring^, 
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ring and philofophical part of mankind, have^ 
inclined to conclude, from the regularity and 
liability of the order of the material world^ 
that it cannot be changed by any power what- 
fover \ nay, that this whole of things is the eter- 
nal and fclf-exiftent Being. Miracles are the 
fhorteft and mod unanfwerable Confutation o£ 
this impious and atheiftical opinion. 

The other great proof of Chriftianity, taken 1 ' 
from the accomplifhment of prophecies, is Uke- 
wife accommodated, with the higheft wifdom,"" 
to the condition of mankind. Predictions of 
whole ferie&s of events, the moft confpicuous,. 
the moft memorable, the mod interefting, of ^ 
all others in the courfe of the world, and; 
quite beyond the reach of all human forefight; 
when perceived- to be exb&ly 'accomplifhed, ' 
can fcarce fail to ftrtke perfons of aE condi- 
tions and of all capacities, arid produce acon- : 
victionof the moft fatisfaftory kind, of at Su- 
preme intelligence and wifdom, conducting - 
all the affairs of the world. How much the; 
helief of a Providence directing and governing - 
all things, elevates the human mind, and fills-; 
itwith a pure and facred joy, the experience 
of all virtuous perfons will abundantly teftifyv 
And at the faine time the undoubted accom-, 
pji&ment of thefe prophecies, gives the fulleft 
fatjsfaftion, that the perfoa who delivered 
them, knows the counfels and will of God in 
Qther inftances, and may be fafely relied on- 
when he fpeaks in the name of Godj and de-' 
cUres his will* either concerning the rules** 
. . ' of 



of K& rod the cerpls \ipon which, forle^ina? 
be received into bis -faveufy or-coiKerning the* 
future and eternal ft&te of , thofe ftbpej&brao* •< 
iQdpf thofe who rej^t^hegoffHel. -; V : { 
/this argument from prophecy, is peculiarfyt 
adapted- to ejVablUh "the mind in the fvfiefc 
I^rfuafion-of the certainty, of what the gofpefc 
reveals concerning' ti < £umre~ judgetodm, the' 
refiirreclton^of; the -dead/ and * happy imroqr- L 
tality beypnd death and the jyave. It mufc 
be acknowledged* that the accompllfhment of 
wrmberleft former p.redi&ipW* & the beft^ 
pledge and fec.uHty* that thofe whfch are-notf- 
yet accompliihed, fhail alfo,<ome to pafs inf* 
God's due timei ••> Hie acnteft pfcitofophersr 
readily admit, thai the xlcftrine bf ,the tat- * 
mortality, of. the fo?l»is incapable of ftrift de- 
monftrative- evidence j yet without the per- 
faafion of it, all other do&rines,- even thofe oi? 
a good- God, aod* wife Brovidence, though: 
never fo fully demoiiftrated, can impart biit^ 
feeble and im'perfecTr confolation to tie hearts* 
of mortal crieatuVes. Where then fhajl'we goi* 
for fatisfa&ion a^ to this mo ft interefiing of.' 
all cjueftiops ? Shall we fit d19wn.at.the feet-? 
of. the- ptylofcpkers, who acknowledge they; 
cannot iatisfy. u$ ?; Shajl-wc rely: pa their 
ccmjscTxices f and .probable reaforiings?, Or" 
&all yf€i hearken t6> jthe prophetic Spirit, which ** 
has b^en.trfcd* and -found faithful in all in- 
ftances from- the. beginning, of the world to> 
thi$ 4 ,dayj Surely that Spirit which has given* 
the-moft convincing eviUeiite imaginable, that - 
X^ it: 
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h fosefiur the whole train of » event! fronLttnr 
beginning to the end of this world, may be. 
reJied upon as beft qualified to inform us of 
what is to follow after,the diflblutioa .of tkfc 
prtfent ftate of things* 

To. conclude : It is a further proof of the 
wifdom of prophecy a« a principal evidence 
of divine revelation, that it giv^s the ftrong- 
eft prefumption Qf the reality of miracles.. 
For if there are the moil convincing proofs* 
that fome men have beea endowed with ex* 
traordinary, nay fupernamral knowledge and 
forefight* this renders, it highly probable, that 
tfee fame perfons, or others for the fame great 
and good ends, may alfo have beea endow* 
$d with miraculous powers. And thus, we- 
who live in the prefent age, and have equal, if* 
not in fonie rcfpe&s fuller, evidence of the ful- 
filment of prophecies^ than thofe who lived ia 
former ones, may juilly. confider the argu- 
ment from prophecy as a ftroog confirmatioa 
of all the other evidences, with which the re- 
ality of the gofpel-mirades is afcertained*. 
From what has been fuggefted it appears, that, 
whether v/e confider the matter of the. Chri- 
ftian revelation^, the manner of communicating, 
it, or the kind of evidence v*ith. which it is fup- 
" ported, we fhall find,, they all concur to afcer- 
tain the perfect wifdom of its author.. If any 
one pretends to call in queftion the perfeft pro> 
priety and fitnefs of the means which the di^ 
vine wifdom has chofen in the gofpel to en-* 
Britten, to convert^ and fave maftkind, it is in^ 

cumbenx 
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citrafaemt tJpon- ham - w • deiofe>'aiiDi;lier4fa?6f 
menus) better calculated ta accomplish theft: 
great and good endst 4 ' * On "this paint we may 
be focurr^ aridfafely ichafltfnge'ithe utmoft ef- 
forts of human imagination tcr formally fcheme* 
the wifdom pfi which will be able to bear any 
xompaxifim/ with the wifdonuof the igofpd. 
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For after that, in the wifdom of Cod } [the world' 
by wifdom knew not &od h it pleaded Cod by the 
fooHJbnefi of preaching, to fave them that be* 
Hebe. '"' ** '"' '" ' '' ' '* T • " :i ' 

II. fY^ HE fecorid bbfervation is* That the a* • 
A poftle'S afiertion implied, , or ratber- 
indeed cxptdfti, that tins* fcheme of the falva- 
titm of mankind by th^ gofpel-revclajtion fhallv 
be mad^effcfttraL It has pleafe^ God actually 
to five bjKit tfiofe Who embrace and fubmit, to /^ 
iu ' f the cSk&s ttf'Chrittianity, are too Ikrge a '. 
fubjeft'to be treated. h^re it' full length; let k^ 
fuffice at preftnt to make a few obfervations. : 

'Suc&as,' firft, That many of" the, mod real : 
and jmpbttant effe&s bf* the difpenfatibn of the r , 
gofpet are q( a ' fifemj an&in vifiblc nature^ ' and' 
cannot admit of fhch proof as is not 1 liable ta-' 
difpute and cavil among thofe who lo>ye obfeu-i 
rity and doubtfulnefs. XVe cannot draw afide ' 
the vail 3hich hides the. mtifible ' world, and^ 
fiiow the myriads who through faith; in Jefus*. 
Chrift already inherit the promifes^ and rejoiice * , w 
, in. the, full and uhimerrnpted atfaraqce pf tjie. 

' favoW 
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favour of God. Neither can the fecret yet' 
powerful efficacy of the doctrines of Chrifti- 
anity, in turning many millions in this p^efeat 
ftate "from darknefs'to light, from the power 
"of fin and S^tan'tothe fervice of the living. 
• r God/' and in pouring the mod divine con- 
folations into* their hearts, under the cMrefles.' 
of life, and in the hour of dtath, be demons- 
trated in fuch a manner as to filence thofewho 
are determined to gainfay it. 

Secondly, It may be obferved, that as the 
principles of Chriftfonity have an. undoubted, 
natural, and invariable tendency to produce 
good effects, and as they have takea bold of 
the minds of innumerable multitudes of man.- 
kind through a courfe of ages, they muft have 
produced them in fome degree. To fay, that 
no good effects have been produced in any de- 
gree, or m any one inftance, by the principles, 
of the gpfpel, though acknowledged to be be- 
lieved, amounts to a denial of the tendency of 
them. This is what the higheft fcenticifm will 
not venture to afTert. But we do not reft the 
argument upon the tendency, but aflert, that 
Chriftianity bias actually produced igood effects, 
as confpicuous and undeniable, atleaft, as were 
ever produced by any other principles whate- 
ver. And that they were the effects of Chriftia- 
nity in the ftricteft fenfe, and cannot be afcri- . 
bed to any other caufes, we maintain on thefe. 
three grounds : Firft, Becaufe they flowed na-' 
rurally from the principles- of Chriftianity 5 Se- 
candtyt Becaufe they, were produced onlthofe* 

only 
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©ply who believed and profeffed them 5 and*% 
Thirdly, Becaufe they were not accidental and*, 
tranfitory effe&s, but as lading and.ftefrdy as' 
the principles themfelves,. ajnd accompanied; 
them wher$-e*er they fpread. For inftance*v 
the great fundamental doctrine- of one.onlyu 
God, the fole bbjt& of worfhtp,. and; to ber\ 
worfhipped through one Media*©** , and tbs, 
principal part of whofe. worih-ip confiils mrJW; 
tional prayers and proifes, and imitation, of his^ 
inocalperfcftions, as it ha,s a .natural tendency . 
to extirpate the principles of Pelytbe^fnv and; 
fuperftition, fa it did in fafl extirpate them m\ 
the moil vifible manner.- Tbofe who embraced . 
this great eflential principle, 'at oacc threw ofF 
that immenfe load .q£ fnpe*ftitiou* prattices^ to* 
which the, do&riue of aumheriefe objefts o£L 
worihip had formerly fubje&ed them. The civil , 
and ccclefiafticaL hiftory pf tire fbft ages of : 
Chriflianity, .affords ths fistteft, evidence, &at 
tjie conv^m tp plufiftianity would not join iot' 
frhy ope rite or ceremooy perfocmedin honour : 
of the Heathen gods. Such a mighty revolu> s 
tion did the belief of one God- produce, not', 
©nly in the minds, but in the practice of Chri^> 
ftians. ' The hiftory of the perfecufions undec : 
the Heathen emperors, 'in. which they fufferjed. 
death in the. raoft formidable {ha pes, ratb«* 
than offer injsenfe or iicrifice to a Heathen god,.? 
ia a ftandiiig demonftration of the undoubted 1 
eficfts* which* their principles had upon them. 
And it is certain, that wherC'ever. Christianity ; 
ipread^it eiuirdy,dexi»>lkh^i , olythciisn r and > 
• » " 'all: 
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4aTI 'its appendages; fo that naw for more 
"Aana thoufaud;years, mcenfe has not been 
Offered,' or a libaridn inade, to any Heathen 
deity, through die greateft part at leaft of the 
liftman empire. It is fo eviddrit, that thefe ef- 
*ftfts bear ill the three chara&ers mentioned a- 
*bove, of TeaTand genuine one$, that it needs 
*nbt be par tfcularty iliuftrated. And if we can- 
ididljr compare this change which Chriftianiry 
^has introdtfeedi with the change made by anjr 
feci: of phitofophy, any : institution of religion 
or civil government,' we fhall be at no lofs to 
J determine w .whkh is the greateft. 
* Again t 'TfieetfcQ of the Ohriftian, principle J, 
5n aboliihingthe evotationof demons, with all 
the train of iibhird:, and fometimes horrid, prac- 
tices which Accompanied it, is extremely re* 
tnarkatle. The hiftory of the Heathen world 
'fctlows us tid room 70 doubt; that not only thb 
Vulgar, bur the inoft learned philofophers an<J 
emperors, were addi£ted x almoft'tb a degree or" 
. freniy, to the practice of rheurgic or diabolical 
. rites * } ascertain means of maintaining com- 
munion 

f There were two JtiucU of magic in the Heathen world-; 
the one was called Tbcury t and the other Sorotry. The 
£rft was employed in the worfliip of t tjhe good and ( ben cr- 
edit demons : and however ftrange, fanatical, and abfurd 
it really w_asj yet in the opinion of thotfe who pra&fed ft, 
it was a divine art, which had no other aim than to purify 1 
and pcrfe<St the feuk of men ; and thbie wha were fo bap* • 
j>y as to perform the rites of it in a right manner, eojoye4 
intimate communidn with the demoitf, were inverted witfc 
ail (heir powtw, and admitted to the full Tifion of their 

effencti 
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to oonipij viit^ &ejr 4fiiUts<.<4s,ri^ v isc«pj|^ 

th# , sflett . io ag M^oJi^i^n^i t^i^ Bi ^a^ a 
iaww?5r.' 4A&3 of .rttertApfcftleii *itu<*9u xi^ 

" jWid <?re^ks alfo dbveiliag At Ephtfm., .^nd 
4C ^feft^ > fell onthwpU*, an^ibc inam^K^f^c. 

*Slh& jjeiieve4> caj^ ^d coafefled* apd^w^ 

V eA&efc^ds.. % Mapy .«Ub of them* whkfc 

V #&< -carious «rts, ba'eiiglH their boiA$ toge- 
* U}$c *M?4 bmped ,th<mJ)tfQre «U men : > aadL 
^tb$y#aupte4 the .price of them* anrijfouad it 
'1 fifelfew%d Rkccskol|ih^ p aii^thWbcui^v 
W? i>^s^|U»iQp4^tervk« tp^bftebftr wd f 4*. 
l^cdf^^ab^.p^rfbtauacjp^Fi the Jtfgical or 
♦teu^S arts, is^cjkupwlc#l§ed by^aU inguircriv 

ipt©ia#iquity. '%„>«•* *• 

. it,4<%vcs our jjfrcticjiiav attenuwv in an e* 
numeration of the good effe&s of the revela- 

p •.•'.'„>•. ,v . "\ * > ••* ...«,'.. t 
^eflencc The other lynd (viz.^Sorcjuy) w»« employed only 
fn itie worship of the wicked deiponY The ceremonies of 
It'WeSre "horrible and fhoclcteg,^ an^l the enq propofed by 'It 
"iwA'to^cid mttcliirf/'aftdVd pci^etrate Crimes l This dif- 
$jt|tifljn ooght t* bt carried a!o»* with iu in Judging of ma* > 
jpg pf the higheft characters in the ancient ^world* /The'., 
land of magic to wh«ch they were devoted, gives gro ind M 
"for a" cOnfiderkMe d^rTererrte m the judgement we for hi of 
^fcrtn. >-Whediertht^ffif^ia.t^i df ike &a* r#M*&> '& 
t^ope or t othe4tf>Jta£ fti#s^mgw>otKO*W4tl^ft4«f' 
^tioc^Qwjosgiic^ ,^ s . . m ^ t rtw . „£> 



tfen of thc>goi>cl, that the fubjettion of Cbii- 
iiifcns to one .great head, -their fole Infko&or 
and Lawgiver* has produced fuch an unity of 
faith, as to many cflbriual articles both of nat*- 
tiira! and revealed religion, as (notwithftaodiog 
differences of opinion in lefler matters) was ne- 
ver found in the Heathen world. It has like- 
. wife produced an uniform reception of a body 
.of moral laws, of inch acknowledged excel- 
lence, thk nothing even in imagination .can be 
conceived more pure and pcrfeft* TJ^fe ef* 
.fefts of this divine conftitution of one glorious 
Hbad, are more important ^nd, fignal.tb^n is 
commonly imagined, and muft always prove a 
real foundation of union among Christians* 

The doftrme too of the all fufficient fieri- 
fice of the great High-prieft of pur profdfioii, 
who by " one offering hath perfected for ev$r 
f« them that are fanttiikd," has put an end to 
jhe pnaclice of animal Sacrifices, as well as to 
the more liorrid cuftom of human ones, both 
which prevailed in the greatcft part of the an- 
cient world. 

. That the genius ef Chriftianhy is kind and 
benign, miift be admitted by every One who at- 
tends to it. According to the Ckriftian doc- 
• trine,. " God is Jove, and dwells in love* w 
and the great Mediator was animated in the 
whole of his undertaking by the fame generous 
and divine principle. The fews of Jefus breathe 
nothing but love, and tenderaefs \ and hjs 
v£tole life is one. continued proof of the mofi 
4ifintercfted and i*n wearied beneficence; Tile 
Vol. If. Y •' Chriittaa 
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Chriftita hf aven is the land of lqve and o$£- 
verlafting friendfliip. This benign fpirit of our 
holy religion has m^nifefted itfelf ia producing 

- the moft beneficial effects, in a variety of ways* 
^ here -ever k has, been received aqd.undcritoodj. 
The influence of it upon the civil fctws r of na- 
tions, in making them more gentle and merci- 
{jnl than they were before, mnft be owned* by 
all- who have read hiftory with a proper at- 
tention. • , . • . 1 

The laws prohibiting the- cxpofitipn ,of in* 
ftum, and the bloody and btfb^fou^enter&iif* 
PMjU of gladiators *; the, laws: and cpfloms 

- A fofteuing 

* Thofe who have aot attended to hiftory are apt to i- 
snagine, that the exhibition of gladiators was a rare thing** 
and that when it happened a few ..pairs only were ettga* 
ged. fiot it was far otherwise. Under the Roman empe- 

f tor t this inhuman entertainment coft innumerable lives* 
~C*far, whenedile, gave 3*0 gladiators.. Gordian, in the 
time of his edileflirp, exhibited twelve entertainments/ 

' that is. one for each month : in fome of theft' there were 
I do champions, and in none of them Icfs than t$o : ta» 
|ung it at a medium, he mud have exhibited at the very, 

* leaft 3000- TtUis exhibited thefe cruel Chows For 10c days 

. together. The good and moderate Trajan, continue^ 
thefe fpeclacles for 1x3 days, and in that time gave 10,000. 
When we conhder how many different ranks of people 
gave thele entertainments, edites, prefers, oueftors, con* 

. Hils M emperon, and priefts, beftdei private rjerfons at fn* 
ncrals, (which became fo common a pra&ice, that it wat 
an article ia a iaft will),, we muft be convinced, that the 
numbers were incredible. 'What adds to the inhumanity 

' of this mftom if, that it wis defigned few a gay entertain- 

- mot, and attended <t« ujch* Thai horrible cufom grew 
: a*, foch. as extravagance, that it wa^, found oeceuary tfe 

niodcratc^t by Uw ia the tjme of the Heathen empesort. 

- • ' £ooftaati«£ 
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fcften wg or 'abofifhirig llavery ; and thofe regu- 
lating the commerce bfetwixt the fcxes, by for*' 
bidding Pofygdmy, and reftramihgtbe liceati* 
otffafefe of divorcing, Have all fldwed from the 
fpiHt of ChriflraAity, afndf have prevented much 
ttiifeity, and been the fotartfes of great happintfc 
to mankind *. ; ' 

" It « not neceiFary to infift at -full length on- 
tfie vieWe good eflfcfts of Chriftianity On the 
tempers and manners of the firft Chriftian* 
If wd were t6 produce he*e the w*hofe evidence 
wfc have- for the diftinguiihed' purity and gcJod* 
ntfs of the lives of the firft €hriftians, xtbtfr 
compared with their Heathen neighbours, we: 
might infift on. the fbUo\ying topics; th$ au- 
thority qf.tbe apoftles in their epiftles* the tt> 
'ftunonyof the ancieat?Chiiftia.n writers, tlie'lU- 
letan appeils to acknowledged facte in this a*>#-< 
Bogies- foi» Chriftianity preftnted to Heathd* 
emperors, and the enepmiums made u^bn 
them by the Heathens themfdves, and fame of 
tbcm ' their moflr inveterate enemies f# AH' 
Aefe ' circumftances united, form a proof as- 

Confhnune * firft prohibited i< ; altogether 4 but fo violent 
was the tafte for it tlut.it crept in again. The Empcrot 
tJcnorius entirely iuppreffed it. 

• It would be a work for a trea lift,. and perhaps a vcr^ 
ufeful one, to trace 01ft the civil Jaw* which todk their 
life f/ooi the ipisii of Chriftianity, and to delineate ;hcir 
baftpy,effecb on ibcicy,, through a cowrie of age*. 

t Such as the Emperor JuKan*« recommendation to on© 
trf.his high-priefts, to imitate the manner* ofthc Chciftiaa** . 
Thn fa&we ate afTured of by the Emperor's own letter* 
which iiftiii remaining* 

- *" • Y z llrong 
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ftfOng andconvincing as ran' Veil be gWenfor 
any faft of fa ancient a date. 

HI. This aflertion of the apbftk farther 1m- 
jflies, that the fcheme of the falvatioi> of man- 
kind through foith in the revelation of the go- 
fpel, 5$ a chief objcitof Divine Providence, ft 
f leafed God, by the foolijbnefs of preachwg t 'tc rfave- 
ihtfe who Believe: The' word in the original 
fe-very fignificant, but our translation does no* 
reach the fult import of k. ' It dehotcs a htgb> 
degree of delight and complacency in a perfot* 
or' thing. It is the word ufed by the xhjracu- 
lous voice it our Saviour's baptifm and tranf* 
figuration, u This is my beloved Son, in whom 
" I am well pleated." It might eafily be ftibwn ^ 
that the fame grounds of complacency are re* 
ftrred to in thefe paffage* and in the text.^Aii 
exprcffion of fuch energy (it pkaf&d'God highfy)^ 
when applied to the gofpei-methbd of falva* 
lion, feems to denote, that it is the chief fcheme* 
of Providence with refpcA' to mankind, to 
which all others are fubfervient. And indeed? 
the general ftrain of the fcriptures lead us to. 
conceive of it in this elevated view. We are* 
every whei-e taught in the New Teftament, that; 
the appearance of the Saviour among man* 
kind, was in confcquence of an original plan* 
of Providence laid before the world began* 
2 Tim. i. 9. 10. " God, who bath laved us, ae« 
" cording to* his own purp6fe and graee, which>. 
•^was giveq us in Chrift Jeftre before the^ 
ff 'world began, but is now made" minifeft by 
" the appearing of our Lord and Saviour. 

Eph.. 



" of our Lord Jegp bGN^b^tallfetfc Wefifd 

" Jfc? &i^$*r#<^4^# *f *»*.*•*■ 

P&Pfi& ^^Frjfr^^W^Pli or revelation, «k^ 
^v^^^pfjflp^ftkjpd £ ram a ftate of dark* 
fitffj cqw^Rgpn* and ^ guiU, t aodthp reftpraftjoa* 
^itfcen* vn a, 4^,!R^jy^^purity^,wd^Hnd-' 
ityftW^lGta^j ixj^uftib^^thc^Tiltiin^tc deiigti of< 
3U : tJ*0> #fj^f^ipffs of -^evidence towards* 
t^^..r This ^iew ojf things is farther <cQafir«A< 
t4 fcftm t^Jbaftory of Provkfcucfc, as -prcier- 
Y<$'}%*tbe fa$irt?dfcriptpre?, There \ve have, a» 
jfej^es q£ jdiip^qf|jtioi>&i naiTawi, { whicb . gra* 
dually unft>l(J : the ^l«figas <>f Heaven, and 4ead . 
forward ctotwiwU the manifcftation x>f the Wef-, 
gajh, as* grand p<rjod. i > 

o Tbe-mf# remarkable, revelations of tfce Witt* 
<>f Qod ttia.de tOrAfer^ata, and the patriarchs 
iriig fnccticd^d btej tiU/JVtpfes, .andithe wholgv 
ffccccflfrn of pcrophetsjfi;opi him, do\rn<o M** 
latbt,,?pom£ toward* tifetgreat event. It was ■ 
tfecr uitirrnkte defigpo of the fcparation of the de- - 
fcerideiots of- Jacobs from the reft o£ mankind/, 
aagi<0f 'thd whofe Mofaic d^fpenfatioo,^ pre- 
pare the worfd for the advent of Mtho^Meffiah,. 
artdtcradmirrifteff fell evidence ?©f hire, when; 
he'fhouldrtppeart 4£rlbe fppfterity> of Jacob > 

.— J Y^i, ' hadi 
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the* *mms?& nittftkyj, ^he 4tarftit? p*ot*i&s 

Aadrf t<i tbe luhttr&sNfc bdteUw^ttaiB]i»bd 
&ai >o£ the fted of Jibuh^utLi^Jbatr\^ di&4tf» 

■- tafefefi* tluti dot tfaly the JtwhbummL^h^SLd 

oJojric&^feOTo&fl^ (hosld 

JWpYcftfrSd*4q<i«fc tafijr** wfce <ty<<frejge<iir 

^^ftailfle^of tinx^waB^ iho^^Jth^vfe^. wast de- 

*iW«]^thbtid»/owfl; vvvfoxakacrQ^gldkhftaAs,, 

t*lW{fcrt**tii&A» a^^i^tft^ty l^<>ibe^tiAfes ^ 
& *Urft*fc& th^fibSSptab ofc Qeferov9aiii«Jrd% 
-%<4stf<> l&bfrbMv /** 4 & p^fflrvftaW kjUmtaige. 
* i i)(3tk^oii»>tt%o^€rQdi iudUd ppdfigkii^ tkfej paw 
^f^ythe'p^^^tithc blc35B5og»jbf-rtheT5iga. 

« - : 0Befid*s £ the *e«>liittei» *fcith tk^ugular 

/f ¥h*> ^tkril^VitHdiitl^ *ww foml^ibw^n- 

^'DaftfHl *rkh*%J*d^G^urito< to'ti^atcufaplHibn. 

of the grand fchemc, for which they were at 

fiffe ft^lfcdfWtaWiietf of *#&flffi£af 



t Aatioaq tf *fee tttik, tfcc. rife* tfce p^ogjnqf^^e 

naad;itj ^ejdegme^to'tl^lat^u^io^^^e 
. 'gLopoui Adi|ui3eDo£jurvtk aad Hg^puibcf^^n* 
xlcr < *ke 4foit not /God* We teup; frem th* te» 
credL bode* V dbfttth* Ferfctft moiwdty xmfax 
I Cyrtis^ va*jiufe4 ftp** tf*ftabli*kitlie Jfo^ in 
-ithcun, crata Aad<£* t tbobf ii<eft<^t^ j#*fcf irj qwa 
blaodi anii<m/ttak/ftw^ 

/iS^th^feitptre Jhould j not impart frfom ji^i^h,. 

Mi ShSfeh coitau" IK&'are ia&rxoGi ia.^any, 
, V«t^gafi*g&0£ ttcf^ri^ wijkio^s^tb^^^cr. 

^^Airf^fco^idrat^Ltt) fiffiourianfLftq<JtfWfi» 
yiov wcfcdflifc^d^pupilkA* <&9&p Staple* 

^abd^4 pjrojnife* o£ ibe -MejSuh* ; WJw^wa 
d^ttnditcifbinevafPtbf anekipfcifrttptefefeiwr^ 

.oiling. t 1hd fucctiKpo flfc thfc gffa£;en}py:efe aa 
terminating in the. eftablifluxtejpt of fh#i fpifi- 

niedyAhtt.thft ipik* o( fo many guw Hft<} PRI¥i- 
i krosj Wngdo>jisjun4er , tb*) ***$*%$ ,*S>pJni o£ 

<J V '/I'll lijll,* '.<>+. » . . /f 'j«<!3xij f . 

: * Hairi, iIt. * -i t Gca *Bx. xo. 4 |.Pa* ii. 3* is, 

*:» the 



die Romans, at our Saviour's birth, facilitated 

.& tuf&nitf die' wide jjWg&^gl' fefc 

. "Thefe hints from icrtp^ureV anci^obiSrvationi, 
Upon Providence, .together, with many others, 
which might be ^collected,, fcem to mttmate, 
that all t;he amazing variety of revolutions a- 
l^png paqJcln^L, in all nations*, ajii j^ajl. aigjes^ 
are fo Qon|op£le ; d, (though in a way, incompre-, 
iymfil?fc. tq v$)> as to form pa$ g^cax^hje^no flfc 
^iverf^Ffa^n^^^hf i*£*fc antf eppefe^^ 
of which,. {hall be a happy and glorious ^#a^ 
Wi(hq><mt of all t^i^nji^etv^h* etoprpire qf jfce. 
Son of. God. ,, „ ( .,, .;,. ,.;,. .V. t ..s. v , :: 
To all which we may add, that.no^ qp]y the; 
revohniona and fapc,effi^ns,of pippiref^b^ tht; 
cowrfc o£ l#*f ning, p^ijk^pjiyj ^oi a#fc v$r< 
itoadcfubferyicn!, wd^jMdi^e^n.qf Pi^vvt 
tfoici* jft thip, introduction of ^hf,jj\ue xrjfdom, L 
by *he> revelation of -t&e goipel^ Though -phi-- 
lofophry, as has been already fhown, <$4 HQt* 
eondtift mankind to the^ true feaotvWdge o£i 
G$dr; yet wc tnuft'.nw tenec conclude tlia^iJlf 
tills entirely tfeleft i No ! id the htord of <todo 
i^ptod^ced good.effe^ tbough uoftrefeeteif 
and untatofctad by the phiiofophecs ihtfti*,' 
fiiVW. Their txpofing the goffer inAaTaces ofe 
the 'poetital and poptriar ftlighm^ thtir teaohs 
ibg tn&roy • excellent doflHnes, <aad recctarmenrf4 ' 
tag 4nany <enellfcftt Titntes/ we^ciiatafcal tneansc 
af~prepa*mg*i{e mfiritfs rof itiehfarjemhkfacmg^ 
tbeM»utb, ^hcajftttyyidifpUycd to> tftqiraspdkk: 
The turnirigitbe atKiltiro. 4)f cmaofctncii tocinpH^ 
*:>Vj rali 
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ral and intellectual otjecls and inquiries, pro~ 
duces great effects upon, their minds : it awa- 
kens them from the lethargy of grofs fcnfua- 
Hty v i* abates the keennefs of worldly puriuits ; 
it fpiritualizes them in fpme degree, and prepares 
them for receiving a more pure and refined' 
inftitution of religion. The very fpirit of in- 
ejuiry raifed by philofophy, qualified men for 
ftarching into the meaning, importance, and 
evidence of Chriftianity ; and confequently. &•* 
vbured the reception of it by fair and candkf 
minds. 

Thus all the great lines of Providence through* 
the courfe of preceding ages, were directed to- 
wards and centered in that great revolution* 
which, according to the eternal cduntels of 
God, was to be jaccotnpliihed by the Meffiahv 
But as the whole ftheme of Providence ww 1 
not then Cdoipleted, there is ncPreafon to* 
doubt, that it has been: carrying on in a comics 
nual progrefs fince that time,, though we are' 
unable to trace all the fteps of Av 9 and thatrit? 
fllall be carried on through fucoeeding ages* 
until its final completion. There is ground tov 
believe from the ancient prophecies* that . then 
larger communication among mankind in, all;: 
known parts of the globe* opened. up in latest 
ages, is intended by Providences prepare^the?> 
way- for fpreading the knowledge of the Savi«* 
. our over the face of the whole earth* The 
marvellous prefervation of the Jews as a^difn 
tiLoct people for fuch a long fucceffion of ages*, 
may be intended to ferve fame, iiluftrious puiH 
} ' poics 
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pofe* of Providence, witVrefpect to the eft** 
biiflnnent- of the divine revelation of Jefus ia 
i«9 full evidence and univerfal prevalence a* 
n&origmankrnd : and if it be true, that the whole 
plan of Providence with rcfpcft to tiaankind, 
Was formed with a view to their reftoration to 
purity, perfection, and happinefe, through Je-" 
Has Chtift \ and that all things all along have* 
been conducted* and (hall be conducted to the- 
final ' ftccoBDplifhrnetu of this grand defign*. 
hence we fee how juftly Jefu* may he faid in 
the emphatical language of fcripture to be tr the* 
** Alpha and' Omega, the* -beginning ind the 
<* end of alt things.*' 

r Wfc'proeeect now 16 the t Xsir'tMng propo-- 
fed, ro point but the practical inftru&ions flow* 
iffg from What'has been fattl. " •' 

In rfce firft piace^ Is the Chriftian refigioa f 
the gre*at mdah ordaihed'by God before all a-* 
gfes to^enlighteh, to fanctify, and fave fucli as' 
believe I Hetfce we f may learn not to be much* 
afraid.of the" tfjmoft efforts of fcepticifm and 
unbelief. We &ay be aflured the' fchemes df 
Providence will'' be carried into execution iri> 
fpke of all opposition that cart poffioly'be given/ 
ttrthetn.* No doubt, the labours of Infidels- 
*flll> on lfcdfe* and thoughtlefs minds, have the" 
mofft pernicious effects, which is to be lament- 
ed ' 9 but the Tiative "goodnefs and* excellenceof - 
Ae'religiokof Jefus is fo "ftriking, the projects , 
which it opens are fo grririd arfd rejoicing, arid; 
kfcevideace «» ofe tfmch afea^Wd WrtbftW lin-' 
T : i* gref&on* 
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predion upon every fair and unprejudiced 
mind, chat it is impoffible any general revolts 
tion fhould ever be brought about againft it- 
•The attempts to difcredit it, like other bad at- 
tempts, wiU be over-ruled by Providence, to 
promote the interefts of that caufe they were 
intended to deftrpy. ' * 
. Secondly, Is the gofpel the plan formed by 
divine wifttom for accomplishing the higheft 
perfection and happinefs of mankind ? Hence 
we may perceive the rcafon why faith is fb 
peremptorily required and fo much infiftcd on 
in the New Teftamem, as a term of our ac- 
ceptance with God. The gre?t and good Go- 
vernor of the world may moft certainly com- 
mand his dUbbedient fcbje&s, to fubmit to that 
fcheme which his infinite wifdom has devifed* 
as the beft of all others, to deliver them from 
all the ef&£b and consequences of their difo- 
bedience. Is it admitted, that he may reafon- 
ably require his rebellious fubjefts to repent of 
their rebellion, and return to their allegiance*? 
muft it not likewife be admitted as equally juft 
and reasonable, that he require them to, coxa- 
ply with the utmoft chearfulnefs and gratitude 
with that method which bis wifdom has con- 
trived, as the moil: effectual of all others to fc» 
cure them in their, duty for the time <o come, 
to form them to a willing fubjedtion to his au- 
thority, and to that temper and character 
which conltitutts their higheft perfe&ion and 
felicity under his divine adminiftration ? Thfe 
command therefore to -believe in Jefiisj is tf 

'kind 
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kind and merciful, as it is juft and reafonable. 
Jt is as much the bapptnefs as it is the duty of 
mankind to yield obedience to it. Let us be- 
ware left we fuffcr ourfelves to Aide infehiibly, 
-and without defign, into unbelief, from an un- 
examined perfuafion, that if we adhere to na- 
rural' religion, and endeavour to perform the 
duties which it prescribes, any attention to 
Chriftianity, or faith in it, is altogether fuper- 
fluous and unneceflary : let us confider, that 
we owe to the light which Chriftianity has 
ipread in the world, thofe clear and fettled 
.views of the do&rines and precepts of natural 
religion, which we fuppofe to be all that is ne- 
crfiary for us to know, and to practife : and 
if we do owe this knowledge to the inftru&ions 
of Chriftiaaity, can any thing be more unreal 
JConable or ungrateful, than not only to refufe 
ko acknowledge the mighty benefit, but to per- 
vert it into an argument for difregarding the 

great and kind Inftru&or ? Further, Is Je> 

ins Chrift conftituted by pod the Father, the 
iirte enlightener of the world, the fole difpenfer 
of fpiritual bleffings, and the fylc law-giver 
and judge of mankind? is he clearly revealed 
to us as (landing invefted in thefe high offices? 
Jtf we refufe to acknowledge him in them, we 
are guilty of direct contempt of the authority 
b£God, who conftituted him : and this is to 
.aft contrary to the firft and fundamental -prin- 
ciple of all natural religion, That God ough( 
to be obeyed in all inftanccs in which lib au* 
thority is clearly imerppfed. 

f * Again, 






at. mankind jio^^pmjxcis maije < ^np\yn r ? it 

to .^r%-^ ftp: jtetfiMi fi «fis ffs«».i*6» 4f 

r^l Ipod, jv.i^fl^jyj^jch. p^}opgs to. anj othex 
^elaupnj j^4:^ a fe8V. e .°$. qar d^cgardlqg 
•this obli'ggtipi^^ Mtpijjj ag ,'aft.of yngtpialitf t 

-» ; w i 4 e ssi. x i-5 l ? i i.w < l "ft*,* "** ^'.,l u v 

fjicrftil^ Etys^.od, cho/en.,^ cpmnByn,ii;at,e 

ljgju* pwJ^ aB d c .S o n i fe^i? . ma ^^ i P|> l V7. J e fj^ 
^bpit'^.has Ji^jcljoferi^tlUs^ method^no't ,p£ 
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In fome degree in%p^Jft^i&t^fi,s& 
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fe&k and this ihfluenoe- muft be very mconii* 

deraWe, whe^' compared nttth what a. proper 

Attention to iti do&rines,* i&iaws, its Examples, 

-iti jtaomifcs, and its threa^rnings, rmuftiHave osl 

thofc who lay open their> minds to the fullim? 

preflions of them, Andiwdare affined* , that 

%s Jefus is the light of the ^world, thofe who 

follow nftei* him, fliali not " walk in d&rkncfc, 

V« but IhaH kave the light of life,* John, viis. H*. 

1: Thirdly, is Chriftianky, the great, the wifc 

Mud efleftuol mean lordalaed by God of faring 

%l|pfe that ■' believe? : heater we may infqn, that 

at niht duty of every one *o: whom* it is majfc 

known, not only t» receive it himfelf^ And My 

open his own mind to its facred influence $ but 

**o promote the ftbmifflon of the reft of; man- 

kipd to it, to the utmoft 1 of his pbtfer* Itss 

Sta acknowledged maxim, that: thofe ;hj higher 

' life, whd pofiefs riches, rank, twr isnlbority, 

<are bound to employ the weight tod inflaea*c 

^of their example, and every other mean, fn 

their power, to, promote the happinefe of the 

" Society of which they are members. If Chrt- 

Aianityis by the appointment of Providence 

' thebeft afidwifeft fcheme of rendering mankind 

"happy, both in the prefeot and in a future life, 

•then certainly all thofc whom Providence has 

.placed in fpperior ftations, and who are the 

-great examples and directors to AeJoferior 

clafies of mankind, mre tinder the mofbfscrfed 

obligations to exert themfeWes, in the mod 

Hbearty and vigorous maimer, :to promote the 

jfofluttfce of it la tte hearts *nd Ikes rf all a- 

round 
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round them : a* they arc the feryants' of Pro* 

vkjence, they ought to look upon it as their 

greateft honour and happinefs* ts weft a* their 

duty, to concur with its great «ajid good dcr 

figni - It is obvious. to every qae* that them**- . 

ted influence of tbofe its high life, would kwf 

a very cgrea/ effr£t, to fopport and to fprejid a 

jtMfcrftnfe *xf --religion amo0g .the fewer v< drank* 

4? meq. THr >»^r« ncgW&hig. to diert it* 

dtoogtt'itiB jonly ah poaai&frn of duty, ' yet ^s it 

^1/ftO binifio& attended with very taueniive bad 

fcehfequbiceftait arafcbd crhuin&l ia the fight 

df (Bc?d;^o^i fouft e»p©fi? the guilty £erfbns to 

^fe^^tjptd^flim^iiaader ^k all-rightcour 

atfmiBifttafloiu j ^ r ? : c* '. i ■.«•-.• * : 4 

But of alt otherc ord&rs o£ men, d*e mini- 

fats of Jefo? art under the. nuift awfaLobligi- 

*hfas to^promfcteuHc belief aad acceptance of 5 

t£e gofpel-revekrion. They at*- called by tk£ ' 

Vioice of God, by the voice of fociety, to fpend 

their time> and e*ert all their faculties, in incni- 

eatifljg thfc truths the importance, the excellency 

of '&# Chrtftiansreligion, and in Spreading its 

lpfl^jaee^ev^yiiwto«.>around k nh«3n« .Lctfcs 

•t}u«to4l0^^tto)^Qr office ; : a£ we.are feit of 

Q^!Stt#i*taiiietfcb£ awo, to this feryic^ Ifet: 

twf beTOhallyTdrooted to its iafred interefts: 

sfctt God *a4 ntan be witnefies that werare faith-* 

'fiub iLddhsoalwayi^fifceialacr, that it is the Xf~ 

hwibritdbaf ehe'wiiiuaf dOodrthatwe ke called' 

fameaab, J*n<£*h«*atii?by this revelation, that 

•>AQtbaaenc}ed^bcfiom:attages to enlight^q «nd 

-fed* ft* fiuhaktoBwe,^ and tha* k washy: this 

*» t o'i Z a. revelatioa- 
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revelation that the world was actually !!, turn? 

'^edlFrom darknefs unto light, and f^pm -tl^e , 
^ power of. fin and Satan, to the fervice jof th,e- 
<? living God, w when hmnan^ eloquence and. 
wifdom were^ found ineffectual. Let us ^QJJk* 
then after the model which^Brovjdence has gi» 
veri ; and preach the 'fame . gcjpd that the a- 
jtoftlcs preached; That gafpel which, W4S thji 
wifdom and power ipf God, ^rpdwing,moft a? 
fronifhing effects, in _the,cQayei;fiQJi- of the r 
world, feventeen r hundrejlj ; ea,r|a£9., is the feme/ 
wifdom and the. fame powef. JtiUf -JTo attemper 
to inftritft or refppn ^he world ojv.apy other: 
ylan, is- to prefer .Qpr own fcheme&.apdyiews- 
to thofe of an aU-wife Pra^»dence r If? we fall* 
in wlth'the method infinity. w^I^nj^ha^ (Jevi-., 
fed, we may depend upon .tl^e^a^urabje c;oa-, 
currenceof Providence^ and ,thajt .energy of di- 
vine grace whicji V&conYpanied the gofpel at ita* 
fitft publication ^antT* which w^ aige. afibred wilF 
accbmpany it in forms degree in all ages. But' 
iKwe follow methods of- our oifn invention, iP 
we adopt the philofophical . fchemes either, of 
ancient or modern ; times, w^ have nothing to> 
rely upon, but the poor effects of our own art' 
or eloquence. £et us therefore look ypoa^ 
Ourfelves, as facredly bound.to teach the realj 
doctrines of Chriftianity in their original purity 
a>id fimplicity, and to apply them to thole great 
c*nds, of the purification and confolation of th^ 
ibuis of men, for which they were reveaj/a,, 
smd publifhed to the world; ■/.*.> 

1 It is very obfervahle, rhat.we do;not fcndihr 
l - - - ' any 



any parts of the fcriptufes, that the doctrines* 
of religion arc ever laid down as mere fpecu- 
lativc principles, but are always introduced, ei* 
ther as motives to the practice of fome duty, or 
dfs ground^ of peace and comfort to our minds*- 
Aod if this* is the conftant ftrain of the fcrip-*- 
turce, it is- an inftruclive leflbn to us what^ 
ought to* be- the ftrain of our preaching. If" 
the word of God has connected the doctrines; 
and the practice of religion together, it muft be 
our indifpenfabk duty, never to feparatc them. 
And indeed there- cannot be a better or higher' 
encomium made upon the: facred • fcriptures, , 
than this', that they, are totally, practical. 

In like manner, let us confider ourfelves as- 
lying under an eqiialfy indifpenfable obligation - 
to preach the morality of the gofpel, on the 7 
principles* and in 'the way! and -manner* in* 
which Jefus and 1 hi** appftjes, our unerring, 
guides, have taught it* Agreeably to our Sa- 
viour's doctrine, let -us always remember ^ that - 
a regard to God is the firft commandment of j 
the law, and the higheft obligation upon the hu- 
man mind $ < and therefore, piety muft not be ; 
inculcated merely as a mean towards an end, * 
but as ar> end itfelf. The influence of devout 
regards to God 00 all the other parts of our- 
duty, fuch as ftrengjthening,the focial difppfi--. 
tjkms, and- enforcing the obligation of every, 
branch of virtue, is acknowledged to be highly- 
valuable : but we muft not place the whole 
vahie^of piety on this influence, however . real * 
and impprtant it may be. Piety is a primary, 

7*Z an ^ 
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tnd eflential part* of duty in itfelf, coniTdercd* 
& independent of its effects on the other vir- 
tues of the Chriftian life; and as* it is an original 
and eflential part of duty, it is equally eflential:- 

.to our happinefs. We cannot* conceive any 
ftate, or anyftage of exiftence, in whicha de- 
pendent being can be nappy without juft viewsr 
of its Maker, and" the exercife of proper difpo- 
fitions towards him. Oh the other hand, alT 

. die other virtues of die Chriftian life muft be* 

. taught as parts, or inftances of the duty which'. 
we owe to God. Doing, the -will of God, or. 
keeping the commandments of Gbd, is the. ge-»- 
neral view und«r -which our -Saviour *and his a*'- 
foftles have.ehofen to reprefent the whole duty t 
of man: The commanding ideas' of a law/and* 
of a fuprcme lawgiver, to whom »we are ac^ 
Countable, and' who will reward and punifh* 
according to 'our defera; are abfohitely netef-' 
fary for mankind, a fer of creatures liable to* 
fee feduced from their duty and happkrefs by 
th€ impulfes of a thoufand irregular pafBons* 
* • AH the other views tinder which human dtt 
ty can be conceived, fuch as fomcthing intrin-* 
itcaliy excellent; as fomcthmg perfectly beauti- 

; ful, becoming, or hoittmrable, or as entire pro- 
priety * of fentiment and behaviour," and fuclr 
like, asujarry no reference to the wiH' and au- 
thority of God, are quite unfit to govern fucK 
creatures- as- mankind, or perhaps any' created* 
: beings, in -any ftate, or any ftage of their qxift- 

. encer And as that kind of virtue which difV 
claims aU dependence: on any thing beyond it* 
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ftlf, is quite unftiitablc to the fubjefts of God j: 
ft whatever air of ftrength, of purity and difin- v 
ttreftednefs, it may put on, will be fount! to be. 
incapable to fupport itfelf in all trials, . and to^ 
Be accompanied with a certain pride and felf- 
ftifiiciency*, quite inconfiftent with the charac- 
ter of dependent- beings, and witli that difin-- 
tereftedhefs of which it boafts. 

Again, When we inculcate the morals of^ 
Chriftianiiy, let us take care to follow that or- 
d£r in which our Saviour, who knew the na- 
ture of man, and all'the natural connections oF 
things, lias placed them. We read that he 
began his gofpel~ with a folemn call to repent- f 
ance ; the fifft maxim of his divine fermon^ 
on the mount is, " Blefied are.thepoor in./pi- 
"rit;" and' in other parts of the gofpelrhi- 
ftory* we fihd'him affuring us in the moft ib— 
lemn manner, " that'unlefc we humble our-' 
c< fclves, and become as little children, we can-* 
a not ^nter into the kingdom of 'God." Thefe' 
things' plainly intiniate* that in his view, oft 
tilings, which was always according to truth", , 
Humility is the true foundation of all other 
virtues. That clear, views, and habitual im- > 
preffions.of our. condhion, as dependent, frail n 
indigent* mortal, and as corrupted and guilty, 
creatures, are the.tme fources of humility,, will.: 
be readily admitted. 

It mLlalfd appear evident to every one who 
gives the lead degree of attention to the work- 
ings of the human heart, that as foon as the., 
mind is brought 'under theft bumbling views 
. '- u of 
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©f itftlfj it eaflly and naturally flows out h> a&s 
of piety and devotion to God, and in cmtraoas 
of ptjr> tendernefs, and charitn to maabind. 
It were eafy to (how, that the humfcfe temper 
of mind tarries a natural propeofion to c<flHqr- 
of difpofition and behaviour, to meeknefs,, 
candour, and forgivenefij to patience and con* 
tentment with our lot An the world, and to mo- 
deration under the greatefr flow of worldly^ 
profperity. It is liteewife obvious, without a 
particular illuftration, that. the humble ftate of 
mind naturally corre&s and reftraios theex~ 
ceffesand irrcgularities> of ftlfofeve and felf- 
will, which are the fruitful parents of pride, 
l|atred, malice, envy, and of th* whole. tribe of 1 
unfacial and malignant pafliom. That the. 
humble mind is beft difppftd for receiving the-, 
gjad tidings of the gofpel* can fcarcely; be, 
doubted. 7 Now, fttrcly, that, ftate of mind- 
which is fo favourable to the exerckc of all the- 
finer difpofitionsi and which checks- and fup-r 
ffeffc* the bafer onesi tnu&not only be. con* 
fiftent with the exercife of the mtee fhining. 
virtues of love to a country,, public fpirit, pa* 
triotifin, magnanimity, generofity* herotfin;. 
and the reft of that order, hut mu& be the. be ft 
foundation on which they can be raifed. Some 
perfons who pretend to be pJVdofopJiers, have 
fo confounded all their- moral notions, as to i- - 
magine humility and greatnefs of xpind ace in- 
confident, and even to* reprefent humility a*,* 
connected with meannefs and bafenefs of fpirit* 
That there i$ no foundation for this charge, will : 

maaifeftly 
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true o.QHflft <*£ m^inodfr Oc ba£ebafekra:ni}a£v|sio 
fom^ikH)g;iiiibi^ifeiiltiraent and .behaviour be-- * 
low* the dignity: of-his .nature $1 and, :iwjrf,';ThaUo 
onepf T >b^|>rfociBpld&)iirces of j ib wnility n i* a, 
con(ek)1ifoefr:'i4XttoWQ aiefinners, ^or thajt.wc^ 
faUb^low that ftandard of-4noraLpcrfeflJ0tt*v 
wlych is fet before tfs in the law of God, and* 1 
in conformity to, which our higheft hdnoucT.. 
and. dignity conftfe. Now. to aflert, that a* 
man. whp carries- about nsithJum thcpureftv 
ftandard, of wtfal! ciondud^ ; and • mourn* oven > * 
every, jpf^nce in. which, he departs* from it*, »v 
muft upon tfr&fr' account be inclined to think M 
and acY.ilija way below the dignity **>£ his pan <i 
ture, jfeprn&iOjbeoa frciry.uhpfeilofophical fcfiLd- d 
ofg:eafoaing< v ¥o;mik{(o^fejdf a^finaila* id- J U 
ftanceri itos^uft as rfto^ftinoLild Afiert, tha*t*ofr 
maa.wh^"ib^;f©9rxr>€ti{chB- pUferoft >and% highkftiv.' 
ideal aoiiQXK«6f what fa/ jtift>and excelldfl* te; * 
writing, iriuft far. thac 'very reafok -bemeah aftA' ' J 
groveling in^us competitions.' The more at- ^ 
curately w)qobferve thp ogetadorii of 'the hu* ,; 
man heart/: and th»e'<^nne£cioris*binwixt the ili 
difp'ofitiocis ei i«, we fhall \k fo Vntich ' th£ more ' • 
fully periiuUWaV tliat it is th^ foutideft philo^ '* 
fophy, as-weli as found divinity, that geouinfe ' •"• 
humility is. the cwie foil in -which, all /the 1 other oi 
virtues muft be planted, and in wnicli' alone 1 l,J,J 
theyi,cap thrive and gfow up <M tifefr'full r&^ %0% 
turity and perfection. *• .-..*». f 1 ■■'• i :»"»■«<»» 

A* humility. bab fu*h» attixtertfiVc? 4bfli£(&t<ftf* r 
on, all the -other virtues, as it isfuch a firnda* 

mental. 
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njpptal article in. thp mor^l fyilem of the/goipel, 
and, To little regarded, if not entirely omitted, 
ia other fyftems of morality, either ancient or 
modern f not copied irom it ; allow me to iUu-» 
ftrate further what has been {aid, by contrafb* 
ing 'with it a fharacler formed in a different or 
rather oppufite way.. Let us fuppofe a man, 
(and many /uch there are), who^neve*ferkrafly> 
attended to, die truth, of hi* nature and condi- 
tion * wl^o has never reflected iaearpeft^ that 
he 15 oo^ieveJ wit^th^ tavteft Of r mankind izr 
aU Important jiefge&s, and who aevfcf ^elt.any 
htimblin^ njiprc^egas of - l^rnftlf -£ but wtofc 
aftention^jn the fQurip pf hi* .edition, lit* 
been tuijoea* to t^^fontemplati^aof the digni^ 
ty of hun^n : najug5$ t jhe intrinffc exceU^ce^oJE 
tKe inor^ ^riynjjvf-t]ap*,jand ftpon therenomi* 
aqd^lbxy thejk&jgnj j^^wfthrthem^wheref 
ever they ,ap^ar ^h^ ^&l*$-t£e natural,ef~ 
feels of fuch a,hai?ij oi^£^ki#£? No doubt ; 
the perfonwill feel a high a§d.6r for moral 
qualities, aftiong, ^n^-cha^ aSe^j of a certain 
kind a^nd Q$dpft n JHf wilJn^pr/eft: great; admi^ 
ration of t^enj^ : 4n4ipknrr&^e ; cfti4a& hebwiiL 
exhibit them ip h^con^i^ji'bi^the^Baoix pri* 
vaie and lefs ihawy^^rirti|e§;)wiU> exeke in him. 
little ^dor ox admij^iioa.,' Vanity, felf-con* 
ceit, and cpn tempt off others* will fecretly 
mingle with his ,J>eft aftiop§ K and even break? 
out in fome degree, and^ipf^me inftahces* { A$* 
filf-love and fel£- wirt hape n^-t>eea;A*bdued ; 
by impreffions. and ha^itsof humility, they wilfc 
tranfgrefs their juilbounds, ^and ke«p. the caan, . 
! ' >'* * ia* 
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in fottic degree; uu^Tffi abnfrintfitfWf TetfiflS 
and unfriendly 'paffidnV. ^SevferalVe&Pk'n'J im- 
portant wtues MriM^Wfy weak, f W ehtirefi| 
wanting, fuchb ^fetyj ^h^WfMifpbfitiorijJ 
moderation' of ^minS iW jftMr^feriftr; j^ti'encfc ltf 
adverfity, add cotitt'rttdi^^witHWs'tdkaitLon 
and lot in life. v Ahd'thnVflie tlfiiriaerW 
cdmes very mixed anfct itn£ferte&. "he WUuk 
deed on fome occafions f>iiVtlie tttbW fpteridicf 
kind 4>f virtues -i» ^Afc*, 'Trot &ele Will be 1 
cmly like jets of water ftbrf ^ inudli^ahd fcor* 
mpted well, which, though they appear cfearj 
and bright, by the reflexion of tbtTi&tfeams 
while they paf$ through the air, yetthiry realljrj 
carry along with them a mixture df the mud 
and corruption of the bottom from 'which 
they were raifed. Thus I hope it appears,' * 
that it is a matter of real importance, that we" 
inculcate the morality of the gofpel,' 6n the 
principles of the gofpel, and in the manner 
'and order it dire&s. ' ^ . 

Timf will not allow me to treat 'bore par- 
ticularly the importance of enftireffig itik mo-" 
ral duties of Kfiv from the peculiar motives' 
divipe revelaWdfl^fuggefts. Let iis' ftudy hu- 
man nature, and ftftdy «thev do&rfnes of t&e 
"gofpel, aind.we fhall fiftd'thatthtyt&Iy to one 
another : and as, \n this ftudy, We fliall be 
employed in that way ^tikkH our dutjf an'd the 
propriety of our diaifc£^«hui*e£ (8 we &atf! 
flndiitheutftoe&tfoies of ^iffi&^Ory witf! 
open^t^mWWto'cwvl^i^ -^..^ t <* 
' Tc* cdndtta^^Eectis 'frlio aSfe 1 tot mii&iei* 
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jof the gofpel, beware of fetisfying .ourfelve*, 
with admiring and. extolling the excellency of 
the gofpel-morality;.l>ut let it be our chief 
-care, to copy the perfect pattern of our great 
Mafter, in all the virtues of his life, and,e- 
(pecially in that meeknefs and humility whict 
he exemplified in thechara&erof.aninftru&or, 
and has enjoined us to imitate hi the fame 
chara&er, " Learn of me," (ays he, (t fori 
•f am meek and lowly in heart," ^ He mani- 
fefted the full power of. this biefled difpofition, 
in. tfyat unruffled fweetnefs and ..mildnefs, with 
which, he J>ore tlie flownefs of underftanding, 
the jirib<?li6f f and, the many weakneffes of h& 
pwq difcigles,- as well as all the outrages and 
provocations of Kis^mofl inveterate enemies, 
jjAs nfreekpefs^ ought to .adorn our whole 'beha^ 
vrour, fo it fhould particularly "fhirie forth In 
pur t public, and even in our. private inftrtic- 
tions. ; A -fmall degree -of acquaintance with, 
t&e worlil, and o.fmfight into human nature* 
will; convince us, that every thing .unfriendly^ 
£very t fhing biting and fatirical, e^very tln.c"hir? 
Qf the four aud angry jpaffions, appear jngip our 
Jentiments* our words, or. even, pur/manner 
and gefturej as it, is contrary., to the f meek 
fpirit of the, gofpel..aad its author, fp it muft 
"hurt the good effe$.of the beftjnftruc^ioris wfe 
cap give: *J Inftnift," fays the apoftle, " thofe 
,*' who.pppofe/themfelves^ in, meeknefe."* Let 
us be. particularly easeful ,to cherifh kind,, 
^rjendly, and candid thoughts and deiigns to- 
wards our brethren,; and keej> at the utmoft 
« * * . i difttoce 
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'idiftance from all ungenerous or unjiift insi- 
nuations, which tend to leflen their character 
or ufcfulnefs. Let us always be fo much, on - 
;Our guard as never to fpeak a word, 6v write 
. a line, that can rtrark the leaft departure froni 
the kind, meek, and candid fpirit of our : holy 
religion. If we are not, the more difcerning 
.part of mankind, at leaft, will conclude, that 
• our hearts muft be under very bad difcipline, 
when we cannot, during the- time of the com- 
,pofition, or delivery, of a fermon, ftipprefs the 
. workings of the little, the felfifh, and party 
.paffions. Befides, t they will be apt to fay, and 
.not without fome foundation, that though the 
.fpeaker or writer intended, indeed, only to 
.draw a picture of others, not at all to their ad- 
vantage, yet he hath really drawn a truer, and 
4>lacker one of his o^vn heart. 
. v In like 'manner, let us imitate the humility 
-of our great Mafter. In o/der to this, we 
.muft watch over .our own tempers, left we in- 
. fenfibjy fet too great a value onour ftation, 
, our parts, our learning, or labours; and, at 
. the fame time, we muft watch over our beha* 
. viour, fo that true humility may difcover it- 
felf in our intercourse -with all ranks- of men, 
the loweft. as well as the higheft. As the 
lower clafles of men muft always compofe 
'the greatcft part of the body of mankind, 
whom we are called to iriftru&i if we con- 
demn thofe for whom our mftruftions and la- 
.bours are principally defigned, we can never 
.difcharge pur duty to them with faathfulneTs 
.. Vol. H/ "Aa * \x 
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or fucccfs. It ought further to Be considered, 
tHat our humflity ought to appear in the matt- 
anet in which we hold and deliver our fentf- 
jnenta and opinions. There is a pulpit-mtf- 
, dcffy, which is very beautiful and engaging 5 
#s there is a pulpit-pride, extremely difagrce- 
able and difgufting. Nothing can make a 
more odious appearance, than pride preach- 
ing up humility, and a man defcribing himfelf 
«s exceeding little, when h plainly appears he 
' Jias an idea of himfelf as exceeding great. In 
'order to'preferve a proper modefty as to our 
notions and fentiments about things of doubt- 
ful difputation, and the circumftantials of re- 
ligion, and to abate that pofitivenefs in our 
own way, which is fo oppofife to real humi- 
lity, and wMch heads us to complain of the 
pride of other- mens underftandings, wheh 
there is no other reafon for the charge, than 
that they cannot adopt our notions or phra- 
ies ; let ms ferioufly a4k ourfelves the follow- 
* ing queftkms Can Ipretend to a clearer uri - 
: derftanding, to a more diligent and impartial 
inquiry into revelation, or to greater degrees 
of divine illumination, than all others who 
-differ in opinion from me? What grounds 
have 1 to imagine 1 am in the full pofleffion of 
alldivine. truths ? Do I not acknowledge that 
I may err ? What fecurity then have I thatl 
do nbt aftually err, in fome inftances, amidft 
the multitude of opinions which 1 hold ? 
May I not be in a miftake, nay, in many rriif- 
takes, though I ani norcoafcitms of the patf - 
- ' • * * • * taafular 
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ticular inftances ? Is there not ground-to ex- 
pect, that the admiffion into the regions, of per- 
fect light, will prove not only an enlargement, 
but a correction, of former views, to men of- 
the wifcft, beft, and faireft minds ? Such que- 
stion?, ferioufly put, and urged upon. our Own* 
confciences* j n fijence and retirement, arid' 
under the awful impreffiori of the prefence of 
die great Searcher of hearts, would naturally 
check that prefumptuous confidence, that our 
own particular views are certainly right, which* 
is fo common in the would, and fo frequently 
accompanied with that " wrath of man,. 
M which never works the righteoufnefs o£ 
, w God." Such ferious foliloquies, would lead 
Us to fufpeel, that we are departing from the 
meeknefs and humility of the gofpel-fpirit,* 
when we allow burfelves to think and to-, 
fpeak hardly of others, becaufe they do ndt 
fee every thing juft in the iame light with us, 
or have not freedom to exprefs themfelves in 
our phrafes, which are* perhaps, not only 
unfcriptural, but were unknown in the Chri- 
.ftian church for many centuries, and can 
claim no better, nor higher original, than tire 
dregs of the fcholaftic philofophy. Thtfe 
may bd, phrafes not ftri&ly fcriptural, which 
muft be acknowledged to be venerable by 
their hoary .antiquity ; but even thefe ought 
.not to be too much urged upon hoheft and 
, tender 4 minds. May what has been faid 
have its due weight and influence upon all 
of us- "' " ,1 ' 

^ * ' A a z" ' '" ,r We 
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- "We now conclude the \vkole with the apo- 
ftolic direction: "Let us meditate onvthefe 
" things, let us give ourfelves wholly to them, 
"that our profiting may. appear unto all: Let 
** us take heed unto ourfelves, : and to our doc- 
" trine, continuing in them; for in fo doing we 
<c £hall faye ourfeke$, and them that hear us.*- 
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. The . couqfel of Gamaliel confidcred/- 

* .. By Robert Dick, D. D* * . 

' . : . •' .■'• - .; ' ,•: •• • •• •: if- 

preached before the fociety in Scotland forpropa* 
. gating GhriftiaiL knowledge, Jan. 4. 1762. 

AtTt, v. 34. 35. jfc 37. 3*. 3P« 

Then fieod there up one in the council, a Pharifee, named Garna- - 
lid; a doftor of law, bad in reputation among all the people, . 

• and -commanded to put the opofikt forth a little f pace, * * 
find- fold unto tbm t Xt mew ofJfraeU take heed to your/ehes, I 
. vrbatye intend Jo do as touching tbefe men, 

)?or before thefe days rofe up Tbeudas, boqfting himfelf to be ■ 
" fome body, to whom a number of men, about four hundred, . 
' joined tbefhfecves : -who was fain, and all, as many as obeyed * 

him; were /fettered, and brought to naught. '«** 

dftcr thh man rofe up Judas of Galilee t in the days of the tafr - 

ing, and drew away much people after him : be alfo perified, . 

and all, even as many as obeyed him, were difperfed. 
jdndnow I Jay unto you; Re) r tam. fronhtbefe men, and let them* 

alone ; for if lifts counfel, or tits work, be of men, it will ? 
. come to nought :. 

But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow -it ; left haply ye be* 
' found even to fight againft God, 

THfe wife counfel '. was occafioned by a ; 
celebrated > event. Jefus of Nazarfetfa, . 
who- had afiumed the character of the Jewifh * 
Meffiah, publifheda new doctrine, and gained: 
feveral % prpfelytes $ after a public trial, had !. 
been condemned to death, as an impoftor, and * 
crucififed at Jerufalem, in the fight of the whole : 
c A a 3, nation.- 
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nation. Thf Jgno^iinipiis.death of their leader, % 
gave reafori to e*f>e& the diiperfipn of his ad- 
herents, and the extinc\ipn ojf^his doftrinc. 
But thefe hopes inhere dafepppjnted* Ti*c ft*- - 
lowers pf jefus, although they were'perions of 
tfic low^fb rault, .andi-had dtfetffcered ftrpng . 
marks of fear durinjj.his, trial} and execution, 
irere animated with amazidg courage after' hir- 
dead?. Th^y boldly charged the JewHk magi- 
strates with the. blood of the Meffiah ; declared . 
ityia to be rajjfcd, frpm. th$, dead) k bytf he .power 
of p<jcl > aqd.aclv^qccd to aftateof iiigh autbps 
rity.ajjctgjoryi wherein he woiUd:difpenfciihe 
rnpft in^ortapt biddings to-all his difcjples. 
They claimed the chajracler of wineries chofe*t 
fos atteftin^his hiftprj* and : that of {krfdn* 
copifn i$Qpe;4 , to v t^acK his. , doftrin* 5 j piru«fai4 
«i'pg, $£ ^ejr,ypusher*. jbe^TORaciikraa^ifts 
of the Holy Gho(l which., refided. withv them*. . 
: *£hete bqld , pretenijpfls Alarmed .the raters >b£\ 
the natiqo^aucj 59Pg?d;= them in aqsucuis dejH 
heration about then^eans of, feefcring the; pit* 
hHc tranquillity^ and j>rey*nting the. growth of 
tliisiixfan^fca,,,. Tp keep tjfc>#n .at. a^diftaijes: 
frotfi h^rlh n^eafures, isj&e pfcjeit of ,an expe- 
rienced couufejlpr, in the words; of the, text ji 
•who depi op ft rates, by recent exa^nple%, drawat 
fropi their own hiftory^.anc^by^ina^iu^of a^ ; 
I;nowlpdg?ci >*tfdpm, that, hvtfxe pisfein cafe^ 
violent coi*pf<?ls would prove .either needle&.qr 
ineffectual: . I fajf untoyau, Reframfitpm Xktfc 
ineriy and let them alone : for if this caupfej % . xmtj 
this, work, beofmen^ it. mil some. tq nought-.. hut j 



ifjtbttf Goi $ ye tannoi overthrow it If this* 
new fyftenvbe the eflfeft of fraud or delufioiv 
it muft Toon come to nought, as it ' wants thofe 
advantages which are efiential to the fuccefs of ■ 
an^mpoftuve : biit if it .spring from a . higher - 
origin, equally vain arid impious will be all op— 
pofition, ta a religion fupported by the power . 
of God. . r 

Such were the refleftidns of wife men, when' 
the Chriftian religion firft appeared'; and wheiv 
the competition -was ^between power, policy], . 
and learning, on the one fide, and a few men' 
of. low rank, and>mean education, on the v o-* 
then; who, .notwkhftanding thofe difadvan- 
tagesy undertook to fprdad their do&rineoveir 
the whoteeardi. If *ny of us had. been pre-^ 
fent in, that famous councU,, could, we haVe. 
reafpnabty embraced., a* different opinion,, and* 
conceived how an ' impoftore, in fuch- haUds^, 4 
and under flick- ckcumftatices, fhould J fpreid; 
formany ages jandHt.Iaft get vpoficfllori of theji 
whole civilized World ? After the. experience^;. 
of feventeen ' hundred years/ when the gofpej 
htttb 'been adorned with fo many triumphs, 
ihall we* forma.comrary judgement', and be- 
lieve, tbat t ftill : M this <ounfel, or 4his work, isv 
«*• of men, ajod will come to nought ?" May we> r 
not entertain a»more delightful, perfuafion, tha^ 
this religion, which hath ftnod fuch Tevere. 
trials, and overthrown fo many enemies, was - 
not introduced, without a divine, interposition,, 
noc-afterwards Cupported without, a favourable ; . 
providence, and ihall, from the fame caufev 

continue 
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crfittht&e thYough6ut?a1i*gcs ? Fcfr> caroling 
tjiefe' agreeable h*jtes;;let us obfer*e> '* -: : i 

1 , *S6mei cfrcuinftariccs, which dtflinguifh tins ; 
. religion in hi rife/and early prbgrefe, front aty* 

others that have jfct appeared :-:Aftd-.thfea cOn*- 
fider, ">■ <\ " ; - -- 1 '-•> *.* ■■,-■■• 

2. rlo* far' the preftnt 4ttifeu5bir'*6f the,- 
world, and the vifible dtfpofitmns of .Frovi~> 
dence, feem to' promife the 'propagation and I 
continuance of it. ' > : - • 

This argument,:' ever, comfortable to fincesre- 
Chriftians,' beconaeth peeiiUarly' feaionable, 
when their fears have, been alarmed by the a- 
ppftafy of fome perfons from the profeffian ofr 
the gofpel* and by the profligacy, the luke- 
warm nefs and indifference, of .too: many, who 
continue in it* TJnder fiich difcouraging cir— 
Gtoxnftances, it be come th us> on proper occa- - 
Jjpns, to review the foundations of 4>ur relw 
gk>n, and the.reafons why we Relieve this blefiV 
ed inftitution fhaE flouri£h to the raoft remote 1 
generations* - ' ~ x - f • 

f - : ... • . 

I , ' • • ' ' , * 

] ; J. Our Saviour inter&L fcpon hk grand irW* 
-d&rtafcing,. as a per fori commiifioned from- 
Jieaven 5 who^ for his fucceTs, relied i>nly tip* - 
on the power of God* He poflfefled none of; 
that .authority which is derived from rank, . 
power, or •learning; which, in fpecial con- 
junctures, hath ruiflcd the credulity tff men 5 
tiut was born of mean jtarents, enjoyed no pa-? 
plic chara^tefc aiyi had not received t a ^earned 
education* . 

The 
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The hlHrory of the period in which Jclus ap-» 
peared, is inconfiftent with any defign of chan- 
ging the public religion! or with a concert a*- 
mong men of wifdom and authority for intro- 
ducing a falutary deception among, the people. 
The Jews and the Romans united their zeal*, 
againft the gofpel ; which) in different views, . 
was odious to each of them : " Kings of the' 
" earth fet themfelves, and the rulers took/ 
" counfel together, againft the Lord, and a-: 
fC gainft his. Anointed # . w But vain was alL' 
oppofition to the decrees of Heaven, Every? 
obftacle vaniihed before the, Almighty : u The. 
'< valleys were exalted, -the mountains and hills, 
tf were made low ; the crooked was made- 
11 ftraight, and the rough places plain : and 
•* the glory of the Lord was. revealed f ." In-, 
this reipe#, Chriftians, . the author -of *>ur relit - 
giondiftinguifheth himfelf from thofe famous. 
lawgivers, yvho, with the indulgence,of their 
difcerning countrymen, .have beftowed a divine 
Origin upon human conftitutians,. to. render 
thern more venerable in the eyes of the people. - 
Jefusjwas no lawgiver except in thehoufeof God$ : 
and inftead of aid or connivance, met with the> 
raoft viplent and concerted oppofition, from! 
the public power and wifdom of his country. 
. As we cannot afcribe the introduction 60* 
our religion to a meafure of policy, as little. 
can we refer it to the ordinary arts of impo-*. 
fture. Thefe generally, make application to* 

• Pf4l,ll. *.. f-If. ll. 4; *• 

the.. 
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the iritereft. the ambition, or other Worldly 
pftffions of a few men - % who being once hear- 
tily engaged, find little difficulty in fpreadtng: 
their opinions., A man of courage and in- 
trigue, who,, in an nnfettled period, forms a 
jJlaufible fcheme of feizing the fovercignty„o£ 
his country, will never want accomplices ready 
to favour any cheat that caa facilitate his en* 
terprife. In this way, chiefly, did* the great 
prophet of the Eaft, rife to his fpirirual and 
worldly empire* The ufurpatfon was the ul- 
timate objeft of the impofture ; and the pro* 
fpeft of power to be communicated with his 
favourites, was a- motive that naturally allured 
DTofdytes, and laid' the foundation of a thri- 
ving party, When to this leading circum- 
ftance we add the rude ftate of the people a- 
mongft whom this deceit was fir ft broached^ 
the dextrous ufe made of the Jewifh an&Chri* 
ftian revelations, and the artful compliances 
with the prevailing paflions of that country, it 
is eafy to conceive the fuccefs of a prophet,, 
who was foon to become a oonfiderable prince^, 
and poflefs the means of rewarding his dif- 
csptesl The fpiritual and feculav authority be- 
ing once lodged 1 in the fame hands, is it to be 
wondered at, that a ft ate rifing to power by fa- 
vourable conjunctures) and the common arts., 
tof policy,' fhould extend her dominion and re- 
ligion by the fame means? But what refem- 
blance.do. you find here to the gofpel of 
Ghrift ? Doth the character of" Jefus, or of 
.the religion which* he piiblilhed;. bring to your. 
j thoughts 



• Gamaliel confide red. i$j 

thdugllts'the wifdom of this world ? Did &e 
promife to his followers, power, wealth, or 
jpleafure ? Did he ufe any condefcenfion to 
the paffioBS of men, and court their favour, 
by an indulgence to their vices ? Did he claito 
for himfelf any temporal pre-eminence, or ac- 
commodate his'doftrines to fueh/ a-defign;? 
" If any man will come after me, let him deny 
*' himfelf, and take tip his crofs, and follow 
"me*.* " The foxes have holes, and the 
4t birds of the air have nefts ; but the Son of 
** man hath not where to lay his head ff* 
4< The princes of the Gentiles exercife domi- 
*' nion over them, and they that are great,' erf- 
* 4t ercife authority upon them. But it- (hall not 
4t be fo among you : but whofoever will be 
#c great among you, let him be your minifterj 
4f and whofoever will be chief among you, Lfct 
<c him be your fervant. Even as the Son of 
4i man came not to be miniftered unto, but to 
<c minifter, and to give his life a ranfom foV 
4i many %.* u My kingdom is not of this 
tf world fl." Is this the language of an impo* 
ftor, or of a prophet of God ? Did Mahomet 
addreis his countrymen in fuch a drain ? Wars 
not his ci kingdom of this world," and did not 
Tiis " fervants fight" for him ? How unlike to 
him, who *' for this caufe came into the world, 
« c that he might bear witnefs to the truth ** !* 

• Matth. ivi. 14. f Matth. Vtii. *d. . 

4 Matth. xz. 15. »<5. *?. i9. I Jobs/ iviii. 3$. f 
V J«k°# ****** Jf» . •"* 
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<ind be the condu&or of men to eternal bap- 
.pinefs i nor ever polluted this divine ambition 
with the leaft tinfture -of worldly project ? 

If the firft fuccefs of the gofpei was neither 

r#wing to the devices of .political wifdom, nor 

to the arts of impofture working upon worldly 

paffions, have we any other refouree in the folly, 

, credulity, or enthufiafm of our fpecies, which, 

.will explain this appearance, without calling in 

• the power of God ? Here we meet with the. 

triumphs of infidelity, and are pre fen ted with a. 

'pompous difplay of thofe falfe religions which 

.have prevailed in the world. . Thefe, though 

.the offspring of impofture or enthufiafm, yet, 

by fpecious pretenfions to a divine original, 

:haye, in their turns, infuited human reafon, 

•and at this moment fill ihe.greateft part of thfe 

earth : nor is there any other Tecurity againft 

fuch delufions, if we believe our adverfaries, 

.than a fixed refolution to reject all claims to 

.divine infpiration. If Supernatural works arc 

produced in fupport of thein, this pretended 

.proof is the Fureft mark of fraud, and fliould 

determine every wife man to difr^gard bqtli 

.miracles and doctrine* without further inquiry. 

^ Are thctc the refle&ions " of truth and fober- 

4 4< .nefs," or of a prejudiced mind? Became 

falfe revelations have been pretended, are we 

4ure jthat God hath never communicated, in a 

fupernatural way, his will to mankind ? Bc- 

caufe counterfeit and forged, miracles . ha ve 

been obtruded upon the world, in order to 

fupport the avarice and ambition of particular 

i ,; i perfons 
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perfons or focieties, (hall we conclude, that 
God never, in any inftance, interrupted the 
courfe of nature, or flamped the feals of his* 
power upon the mariifeftations of his pleafure 
-ta men? Is human nature fo happily fituatedf" 
ih this wdrM, and fo -fecure with regard tb its 
future condition, as to need no other guidarice- 
or cbnfolatioh than what may be derived from 
the light of nature? Is it Tmpoffible, that the 
gracious Father of the world fhould nuke any 
addition to the dictates of nature, and give a. 1 
more full difcovery of his defigns, in anfwer to* 
the earneft wifhes and hopes of his much-fa- 1 
voured creatures ? Do the different religions thit 
prevail in the world, ftarid fo much upon alevel^ 
as to merit no feparate confideratibri ? I)o ahjT 
f|ftems of religion, the JeWifli and : Chrlfl;iarf , 
being excepted,'. pretend to*" be fbuhdedjhipi-' 
riicles, recorded by thofe who were eye-wit J 
nefles of thbfe miracles, ' or who lived at the 
time when ftiofe miracles were wrought ? A- 
inongft all* the acknowledged delufions . which 
have overfpread the world/ did any one ever 
t£ke rife from a courle of pretended iniracles ? 
Do not'Jefus and the prophets, in whom Chri- ' 
ilntns believe,- and they Slbne, make' appeals to % 
Iniracles for the vouching 08 their cbmmiffion. 
frbm God ? We have often heard of the won- 
derful effects of enthufiafni 5 that perforis un- ' 
der this influence have embrkced the wildeft o- '* 
pinions, adhered to them with obftinacy, and 
fallen martyrs to tfbfurdity and delufion. . The ' 
faft is undeniabk. What is the reafon bf it > 
Vol.1I. Bb a 
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In matters of opinion, men frequently err, 
and retain their falfe judgements, with the 
fame firmnefs as they do the truth. But is 
this found to be the cafe in matters of fact ? 
Was it ever known, that twelve perfons, of 
mean education, and plain character, formed 
a confiftent narrative of numerous facts which 
never exifted, perfifted in it to the laft, with- 
out confeffion or detection, and fealed the at- 
teftation 'with their blood ? If Jefus had 
wrought no miracles, but refted the credit of 
his minion upon the prophecies of the Old 
Teftament, or upon inward illuminations and 
vifions, he had wanted one character expected 
in the Meffiah ; and the Jews, according to 
bis own declaration, had been excufable in 
their unbelief. Opinions derived from • inter- 
pretation and deduction, leave room for mif- 
take ; and all pretences to vifions, or divine * 
illumination, open a wide field for fraud and 
delufion : but our Saviour recurred to a teft 
which no impoftor ever fubmitted to with im- 
punity : "The works that I do. in my Father's 
<c name, they bear witnefs of me. If I do not 
" thd works of my Father, believe me not. 
«« But if I do, though ye believe not me, be- 
tl lieve the works *." Jn vain are objected the 
Heathen and the Popifh miracles, which bear 
no refemblance to thofe of Jefus and his a- 
poftles, nor in any degree weaken the founda- 
tions of our religion. The fuperftitions pf the 

• John, jl.*5. 37, 3.8. 

i Heathen 
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Heathen never boafted of this foundation j nor 
do their miracles, whether real or fictitious, 
ft and connected with any religious fyftem. 
Thofe fuppofed to have happened in Roman- 

"Catholic countries, were performed, not as 
proofs of a new religion, but o£ one already 
eftablifhed ; not before unbelievers, but de- 
votees; not in fupport of a fcheme of piety 
atid fevere morals, interfering in many refpecls 
with the fecular interefts of thofe by whonV 
they were performed, but in manifeft fubordi- 
nation to the wealth and power of the Romifh 
eftablifhment, and in direct contradiction to 
that facred record which' all' Christians ac- 
knowledge to be the ftandard of their common 
faith. To which we muft add, that the fraud, . 

•and the method of managing it, hath, in many, 
ihftahces; been dete&ed. With what candour, 
then, is our religion, likened to thofe delufions ■ 

' which have amufed the credulity of men ? Do 
we fee in Jefusa legiflator, impofing upon his • 
fellQW-citizens, from motives of private ambi- 
ttob, or public utility I or a deceiver/ aiming 
plainly at wealth and power, and engaging a£ 
fbciates to promote a fraud that will afford. an 
ample reciompence ? or an enthufiaft^ who 
from falfe interpretations of fcripture, incon- 
cltifive reafonings, inward illuminations and 
vifions j i)eing firft deceived himfelf, afterwards 
deceivcth • others f The Chtiftian ' revelation, , 
according to the hiftory of it, (lands upon no 
foundation of this fart ; but upon one peculiar 
to itfeif, to which no religion on earth ever 
B b 2 laid^ 
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laid claim, if wc except that which is profefied 
by the Jewiih nation. Acknowledge this 
foundation, the rife and pfogrefs of our reli- 
gion is plain, and accounted for : the caufe 
bears a proportion to the effeft. Withdraw it, 
the whole becometh dark and inexplicable. 
In fhort^ without an interpofition of the divine 
arm, the world had never beheld, the triumph- 
ant progrefs of the gofpel over fo many na- 
tions, while it wanted thofe favourable circum- 
ftances which alone can give fuccefs to an im-. 
pofture. ** If it had been of men,"- long ago 
" would it have come to nought ;" but ,c be- 
*? caufe it was of God, it could not be over- 
f r thrown ;" and we truft, for the fame reafon, 
never will be overthrown. Which leads me 
to confider, 

II. How far the prefent fituation of thq- 
world, and the vifible difpofitions of Provi-. 
clence, feem to promife the propagation an4, 
continuance of it. 

When our religion was firft published, uq? 
der the difad vantages that attended it, men, 
might naturally conclude, that nothing but the. 
bleffing of God, and the powerful operation of. 
his providence, could procure for it an eft a-, 
blifhment in the world. But now that it hath, 
fpread fo far, efcaped fo many dangers, foiled . 
fuch powerful enemies, and fubjefted the 
greateft empires to its influence, the extinction, 
of it would be as furpriiing, as were, its intro- 
duction and firft progrefs. Irregular. conduit, 
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or an utihfrppy turn of thought, may render" 
this inftitution diftafteful to individuals ; but 
its public authority; is likely to continue and ^ 
fpread, without an unfavourable interpbfition «• 
of the Almighty, which no Chfiftian-appre- 
hendeth, and I fuppofe no unbeliever will rely; v 
upon. Some remarkable circumftances, in the * 
prefent fituation of the world, give reafonable' 
Jropes that our . religion will foon vifit diftant - 
nations, and btf fettled* among them upon a ; 
more fecure foundation than in any former- 
period. As this event would furnifh an addi- 
tional argument of divine favour towards Chri- 
ftianity, fo would *it like wife give a natural fc- * 
curity for its duration, notwithftatnding any lo- 
cal or temporary decline from particular cau- - 
fe$. The prefent courfe of empire and com- 
merce, opens a -delightful profpect to every fe- 
rious obferver; As it taketh rife from natioas » 
enlightened by; true religion and valuable fci- - 
ence, and fpreadeth into Hetithen arid Maho- 
metan countries, thofe- remote regions are in- 
fpired with veneration for an inftitution, which l 
is adopted by men fuperior to themfelves, and * 
is found in company with fo many improve- ; 
ments.^ Perfons who in fome views are indiffe- 
rent about our religion, become interested in *-i 
its propagation; and will not neglect what they 
know to be the moft facred bond of union a- - 
mong men, and conducive to the fuceefs of •"-, 
their fecular projects. When, therefore,* we - 
behold the whole Chriftian world convince^..,* 
as. by infpiration, that an extehfive commerce - 
. • JB 4> -3 . wkk-v 
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with diftant nations, is the only fure. foun- 
tain of wealth and dominion, and draining alt : 
their faculties to acquire this treafuxe, which-, 
cannot be, done effectually without fpreadmg 
the gofpcl $ do we not fee the all -wife God. ta-. 
king into his own fervjee the intereft and the 
ambition of men* the moft univerfal,. and the 
moft powerful principles of humanvaftion, anch 
rendering them, the inftrvunents of his ovva . 
glory ? How weak, are the devices of men j . 
and how infallible the counfels of God ! How.. 
. inexhauftiWe are the refemrces of the Moft. 
High, for accomplifhing'his gracious, purpofes,. ^ 
while he employeth not only the virtues and., 
the talents of his fervants> but the vices and the . 
worldly /views of rn^en which have long di$io- . 
noured religion where it hath been planted, to 
diffufe it unto unknown regions, and render .the 
name of the Redeemer glorious over.the whole 
earth ! cc O the depth of the riches of the 
*' wifdom and knowledge of God J how im- 
'< fearchable are his judgements, and I113 way*. 
paft finding out*!"' 

While the gofpel is gradually enlightening, 
the dark places of the earth, it would be me- 
lancholy to lee thofe nations which have long 
enjoyed its falutary influence, become infen- 
iible to their happinefs. From this quarter, 
however, the jufteft fears, of Ghriftians are. 
thouglit to arife. Men are apt, to. grow. weary 
of the greateft bleffings, and from the love of 
novelty, the affectation of diftinction, and-. 

. • Rom. xi. 33. 

fQin$tipiC* 
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foraetimes from .vicious difpouiions, to under- - 
value the religion of their fathers; to cherifh^ 
doubts about the truth, of it;- and at laft, ei- 
ther to disbelieve* or. to become perfectly in- 
different whether it be true or falfe. . When 
we fuppofe the profligate, the indifferent, and . 
the unbelieving, to be all combined agiinit our 
hjoly faith-, and: to be poflefled.of fuch advan- 
tages as add weight to their opinions and ex«r 
ample, the fituation of the Chriftian church . 
appears to be almoft dciperate : but a mofe. 
mature confideration of thefe appearances will - 
diminifh our fears, and farisfy us, that although . 
fuch characters themfelves be.deftitute of reli- 
gious coni forts,.. their influence cannot prove 
fatal to a public profeifion, nor endanger anyx 
. eftablifhment that fapporteth. it* Be pleafed to . 
obferve them more particularly. 

Men openly vicious and immoral, can derive 
no credit upon any fcheme of opinions or prac- 
tices, but difgrace every ftandafd under. which 
they are ranged. They are feldom conlulted . 
in modelling a. church, or, in. framing inftitu- 
tions of civil government. Their character., 
difqualifieth them for fuch employment : and 
fhould they, by the unftarchable order of 
Providence, be placed, at the head of human 
affairs, as hath often been the cafe, their de- 
figns cannot be carried into execution, without 
the affiffance of others who are probably of a 
different difpofition, and will difappoint their 
impious counfels. Belides, the paffions of a . 
vicjous man. are feldom gratified by changing 
. * . the 
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the religion of his country. Particular indul- 
gpnees are his only objeft, which he generally'' 
obtains by lefs invidious means. Religion is- 
beheld with veneration, even by the wicked,- 
who are often willing to efface their crimes, by 
the mod zealous encouragement of publip pie- - 
ty; and facred inftitutions. are 'ever the lalb 
thing attacked by the moft wanton and cruel 
tyranny. In the revolutions of this flu^Tuating*' 
world, religious fy ft ems have generally afcended* 
from the fubje£ts.to the fovereign ; and in thofe- 
few cafes where the throne may. be thought ra- - 
ther to have given than received a religion, it* 
was never filled by a profligate prince *. Such* 
chara&ers, . either continue in their old pro- - 
feffion, pr heing equally. indifpofed to all kinds- 
of religion, ^re diftinguilhed.. only by their im- - 
P*ty r 

• Henry VIFI. of ErigJand is rather an apparent than a i 
real exception from this observation. Although we flioutd . 
fuppofe this prince to deferve the character here mentioned, -, 
which is a questionable point; yet-could'he not be deem- 
ed to have changed the public religion.- Hit-paffiom car- •* 
ried him to aholifli the PapaJ jurifdi&ion in England, and- * « 
to fcifce a confiderable part of the ecclcfiaftioal revenues ; 
but Henry's reformation proceeded ho farther. He con- - 
tinued zealoufly attached to the* ancient "doctrines and * 
worlhip; and perfecutcd, with his ufual violence, eveiy * 
deviation from them, during his whole reign. England, at : 
this period, was not more reformed frpm the errors of the - 
church of Rome, than France is at prefer* t. Befirfes, it is 
not intended,- in this part of the argument, to diftiffgoifh * 
between the different forms under which the fame religion * 
appears, but between religious fyilems that axe raifed up\ - 
•a diftin& and feparate foundations. .' 

The:- 
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The indifferent are enemies from whom we 
have ftill lefs to fear. They are loft indeed to 
the Chriftian church ; but they introduce no 
other fyftem, and leave the eftabliihed faith m 
full fecurity, * 

The opposition of unbelievers, which may 
ijeem the moft alarming, is lefs to be dreaded 
than is commonly thought* Having no other 
religion to put in competition with Chriftianity, 
their zeal becometh ineffectual, through the 
want of a determinate object. They will never 
revive the fuperftitions of the Heathen. As 
little regard have they for the religion of Ma- 
homet. Claiming itfelf a. divine original, and 
allowing the fame honour to Chriftianity, it 
can. find no admirers among thpfe who reject 
all pretences to infpiration. Shall our religion 
then come to an end, without any other fuj>- 
ftituted in its room ? or fhall the religion of 
nature be at laft declared Sufficient for the di- 
rection and the comfort of human life > and all. 
additions, either to the matters, it contains, or 
to the evidence upon which it is founded, b6 
deemed Superfluous ? This fuppofition can 
groceed from tbofe only who admit into their 
fyftem the belief of a particular Providence*, 
and of a future A ate of retribution; about 
which imcrcfting points, thofe who reject the 
gofpel are not yet agreed. Even after thit 
fuppofition, may we not be allowed to afk, in 
what age or country this religion ever prevail* 
ed, without the aid of pofitive inftitutions ? 
Should, th^u; be added, to. natural religion, by 

the 
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the moft refpeclable authority upon earth, in 
order to unite men- in a public profeffion ; how 
unequal would be the competition, between a 
creature of human policy, which is but of 
yefterday, and a plan of inftitutions, venerable 
from their antiquity, and eonfecrated by the 
belief of a divine original ? But with what 
propriety can we ftate anoppofition between 
the religion of nature and the gofpel of Chrift ? 
Is not every article of the former 'incorporated 
into the latter? And what Ms there, in the 
wliole compafs of Chriftianity thus completed; 
tliat can be unacceptable to the fons of men? 
Can it difpleafe them to fee the dictates of na- 
ture confirmed by the teftimony of God him- 
felf ? the doctrines fhe taught concerning God 
and Providence, and* all the joyful hopes fhe 
ever gave her children, improved and ftrength- 
ened ? Can men take exception at that effii- 
fion of divine light, and thofe gracious offers 
of mercy, which fo well fnit the necefiaties of a 
dark and finful ftate ? Doth the ignorant ob-» 
jeft againft inftruc"Hon ? the criminal againft a 
pardon ? the ilave of fin againft the liberty of 
the fons of God ? he who is finking under the 
natural fears of death, againft the hopes of a 
refurrection to eternal lifq ? " How can thefe 
" things be ? " The myfteries of our religion,' 
which could not have been difcovered without 
a. divine revelation, and-the miraculous works 
upon which it is built, may raife difguft and 
fttfpicions iq a few minds, which meditate wiilr 
t$o little modefty upon the ways of God 5 but 

t& 
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to the far greater part of Chriftians, even thefe 
will . appear the ornament and glory of jour 
faith, and prove a principal fource of their, 
warmeft attachment. Take natural religion, 
Separated from the Chriftian, without the pe- 
cjuliar institutions, doctrines, and promifes of 
the gofpel \ and take that fame natural religion, * 
fupported by the flupendous miracles, adorned' 
with the venerable rites, and animated with the 
glorious profpects of the gofpel ; offer each of 
them to mankind, the one 4s difcovered by the 
force of human fagacity, and the other as re- 
vealed by God himfelf ; afk which fyftem they 
would chufe for the meafure of their conduct, 
and the foundation ,of their hopes ? We need 
not hefitate about the-anfwer. The experi- 
ment hath been made, and we know the iflue : 
•? The foolifhnefs of God proved wifer than 
u men ; and the weaknefs of God ffronger ' 
" ths^n men *. w 

While one clafs of unbelievers are unable, 
another, more valuable, we muft fuppofe un- 
willing to give any obftruclion to the gofpel Of 
Chrift. If you place in this number any who 
embrace the great articles of natural religion, 
and believe in a God, a providence, and a fu- 
ture ftate of retribution ; who love mankind, 
venerate the inftitutions of their country, and 
abhor every innovation inconfiftent with the 
public happinefs 5 from fuch characters our holy 
faith will be in little danger. They will never 
fet themfelves to change the religion of their 

' * .1 Cor. i. ij. 

country, 
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4l&\cj; *ad irt'lofJ-bPcrecK* aihcmg*Uie f£b£ft™ 
*a*> tpa^ed* the . W*/ -for' tfcM *rterii£t.« yr &P ftifcfi- 

Then gdfpel Hattt*^rtli^<y^^^W^vi£lfiflcMy 
^e^vcry rival; wfcBn' Ifte^c&dXfc W» Bfilfe> 
4fc*ii! iipen aqua! terfiis f -fcteWftMBt iriffitheV 
brpdcwfcifced/idf* ari^rfarid#*fceft?tiiis *aR a i6e? 
Ance pfawted, wirt ifterWai^ls'cx^ir^ated *Hfi*' 
•ut di«*fo*fc<rdFiafttft. -ifefeWiy^Mr^^eHfc 1 
CbFiftiailky k : .iAl*lSAiM^'U2e> 1 b^ »?*»&* 

Attrbelief fcf Jft *tvine ^g&ia!i%d A T a£e U*6 r 
ptoittlfeseMtaitiddiii it the'foiiScfetioh df thfei? 
hfcpfs*- J^n thptftfe be altc^d, -VieHreicep-' 
Atas ftutdifc 'fio^g^odnd of a*xittjL : ^TE^re-is^ 
^GHaai&ko'be shi^ed -by^^f&w^l^c^affr^ 
mm £>rwliajifbatrof n&ttfe]^j|iK*%^>Jt9~dM** 
^ptgbiffi ttem^\^fit)^4kri^-clf t manic Wd^ 
dififahiafce »otiohs aboce^thi* c&ai$#$behfi6»i' 
tip repugnant to tfce<aknflity& feirfe, --^tof -their 
feHoavs* without difcretlon, ^nd genei-all/wtth- 
ferfiiecefc • "Whatever catents ^^ tirttaes 'fttfrfee* 
cter^Stcrs may pcriicis, shey.are noc< Ukdy t<>* 
osietffcfeov^the religion fdf ttKir *oumry;\* ' •* •* 

* If, Ghriftiana, *c profcfs a religion £9 ccw*" 
fwajtf tcfcreafoii, tod to tbc univerfiranttcipa> * 
upoa of. hwnan nature, that' do fyftem-whick* 
hath yetv*ppeared% could>. fuppdrt a icotn|>ew*- 
gon wiri»h upon equal terms ; if&eet&t nwn 
QOtlcar^^rOm the pe#et» of aconqtwti©r,xnor - 
from the feceeX* «f art y jpew knpofta>e> irfcrfa^ 
t^al.religionwi become a j&rtQfih&'&pitifln* 

f* . 1 „ • > V s a °ivery 
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■every article -of die former being incorporate^ 
into the latter; .if neither the profligate, the 
indifferent, nor even unbeliever,*, who preferye 
* regard for the happinefs of fociety, can ex- 
cite any juft apprehenfions that the public prp- 
fefiion and belief of pur religion is coming to 
,«n end : arguing from fecond caufes, of which 
,-only we have treated under this head, we 
• would conclude it to be the will of God, and 
the determination of his providence, that this 
. religion {hall not come to nought ; and there- 
fore, according to the principle of Gamaliel 
that ". this counfel and work k not of men*" 
Can the mind of a Chriftian be more agree- 
.ably employed," than m contemplating the per* 
,{>etuity of that fpirhual kingdom which ^od 
hath erected among mankind, for difplayinj 
his wifdom and goodnefs, recovering and im- 
proving his degenerate creatures, and leading 
them to endlefs happinefs ? Can a Chriftian 
reflect, without the higheft joy, that the hcAf 
m faith whkh hath defcended to him from his 
anceftors, which hath fo. often refrcflied hifft 
with confolations, and elevated him wkh tfye 
ipoft glorious hopes, fliall fpread its influence 
, ftill wider, and extend its bleffings to the mod: 
remote ages ? that the church of God, the <te- 
pofitary of his laws and promises, which hath 
_ flood .unmoved under many a ftorm, ihall ftill, 
notwithstanding " the wi^ds that blow^ and 
t « the ra^ns that ddcend," coptinue fixed ••* lite 
* % Mount Zion, that cannot be moved ?" 
Thepromtfebf God is, without qufcftion, 
Vol. II. C q the 
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•the tnoft folJd foundation for tjie faith of a 
' Chriftiaa. Whoever recals to his thoughts the 
declaration of our Saviour, " That his church 
"«« 'is built upon. a rock 5 and that the gates of 
*** hell (hall not prevail againft it * ;" and that 

* * f he "Will be with his fervants unto the end of 

* « the' world f, w while they are employed in 
'flipportmg and propagating his religion, can 
: eiitertaih no doubt that thefe declarations will 
1 be accomplifhed/ either by the miraculous in- 
* ,; terpbfit!0n ; 6f God, or by the ordinary courfe 
; of his providence. It is, however, an addi- 

'tfonal comfort when a Chriftiari obferveth the 

particular ft eps and arrangements of providence, 

''by* which God accompMheth his gracious pur- 

T pofes. By thefe meditations our £aith is 

* ftrengthtned, and we acquire the joyful aflu- 

* rarifce, that while we are engaged in fpreadingour 
« lioly religion, we are lupported by the divine 

* providence, and are fellow-workers with God. 
v To this honourable character the fociety for 

* propagating Chriftian knowledge are juftly in- 
r titled: This worthy bddyhave chofen for the 
r objecVof their aflbciation, the noble defign of 

diflufing, among their fellow- creatures, the 
knowledge of God, and his Son Jefus Chrift. 
Diftant nations have felt the benefit of their 
^piotfs zeal, .while the uncivilized parts. of their 
own country have juftly engaged their more 

* particular attention. 

The highlands and iflands of Scotland have 

• Match, xpi/itf. f Mawh. xiviii. ao. 

* * ' kmg 
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long been diftinguHhed from the othtfr parts of 
Great Britain, 'bf an imperfect knowledge of . 

. niligiooj and a flender acquaintance with th£ 
arts of life. The difference of manners; an,d, 
language, with . an inatcc&ble fituatipn, had ; 
formed an unfortunate partition .between, the, 
inhabitants of thole -countries, and thw more 
improved fellow-citizens, whUh;exi:luded thein^ 
from thofe advantages that wpuld naturally* 
have accompanied a freer communication^ 

' When. the fouthetn provinces were recovered 
from the errors of Popery, far advanced in ufe-. 
fnl arts, and living under the influence of mild. 
3ad equable la,vf? r a. great p$rt of the high/- 
l^nders continued ftill under the miferiesqf 
fuperftition, and* barbarous manners, cut off 
from. the benefits of true religion, and a free 
government. The.miniftrations of their wor-, 
thy paftor$, with the affiilqnce of their more- 
qnligbte'wd spnjHrynien, alth^fygh they dimi- 
j^hid^ wjc^e. qpabkto cure t}>off evils j nor 
had any other mean* of reformation occurred* 
to the public*, when' the feaiety already men- 
tioned, engaged in this great work, • The fuc± 
cefs. which hath accompanied their , labours,, 
juftifieth the wiidom of the defign f \and .the 
prudent methods employed in the execution *>f 
if. Making application to that cacly age which, 
is freed from prejudice,, and moil miccptible 
of good, impreffions, they have been, able to 
prevent thofe errors and bad habits, which 
could not, by human means, have been remo- 
uld in more advanced years'. By joining \o re- 
Cci ligious... 
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ligious inftruftion, fome branches' of fecular e- 
ducation, they have rendered their plan more 
compleat, and alleviated thofe prejudices which 
*ould*have obftrufted a. reformation' purely 
religious. Cven Roman-Catholic parents are- 
reconciled to the defign, and with eageraefs 
fend their children to fchools where they fee a 
foundation laid for their future profperity in 
the world, I am authorifed to inform this 
aflembly, that 140 fchools a*e f at this prefent* 
time, maintained by the fociety ; and that', ac- 
cording to the lateft reports concerning the 
ftate of them, the number of fcholars, of both 
ftxes, amounteth to 6693, feveral of whom, 
beudes being ihftru&ed in reading and writing, 
arithmetic, and church- mufic, are alio taught 
fome kinds of manufacture fuited- to their cir^ 
curfcftances *. Having been lately employed: 
in a public fervice, I had an- opportunity of vi~ 
flting many of thofe fchools. which are fettle* 
in the xnoft remote and* uncultivated parts of 

- • His Majefty makes an annual donation. of L. 1000, to. 
be employed by the general aflembly of the church ©£. 
Scotland, for the reformation of the highlands and iflands, v 
and places where Popery and ignorance prevail. The 
aflembly 17$© appointed forte miniftcrs, o£ which the aa- % 
thor of this fermoa was one, to vifit thofe countries which; 
aje the objea of the Royal bounty. The vifitors, at the 
ivqaelr of the fociety for propagating Chriftian knowledge, 
inquired into the ftate of the fociety'a fchools; and from, 
tjie ability, of the matters, the proficiency ot the fcholars, 
and the general difpofitioo.of the inhabitant* to. haye their, 
cjbildcen well educated, were thoroughly convinced, that 
the mod happy eflrjfti might be expected, from this well-. 
>»dged charity.. 

Qixr. 



fervatidn,,' cQiricJcUnt entir^ly^ with a: pu^jia 
t£lftlp6Ky'*p^orie^af. my ^Reyerind cpU^aguet •, 
•from this place,^ckn aQhve thp foqetyi dia|. 
their gious|,labouvs ; arc. npt icrft j^aad .;hat $£j.. 
|re en>£lpjlng. the'ppft'.effeaaaL ip^tj^qd of- 
jfuri^g r^%iou£ ^fOrs >fl4;P^W c ?i^Ef FJH^v4?^ 
x#f bamrf^^^a; Ipjrit.qf iclkgds and^pirier.pf " 
«i4(fing ujfeful ,cjti;jjqns, tp.rfha jc^xpmanwegj,tb^. u 
aid:*va}uabJs numbers to th£. church o£.Gpd». 
if^y, ttysYe, is ground ..to believe, that the^good i . 
fcjd fown in'tfreJ? nurfcri/;s ; b£ piety and.wj;ue #> 
•Raih Jt alreafij. prp^u^M glprious fruits^; ^[ni> 
that fame "p-f tl^e gallant mefi : yth& h^ve*ap«* - 
pearedwith fo'mucK renown.^ in thecaufeof' 
tKeir country^ receivect from this* charity their..* 
firft qualification. for this honourable Tervice. "' 
^Thi fociety " need hp~ incitement jo perfift iria 
rfielr 4C labours of ^lov^'." ' 'A. cariftiouifneft * 
tliat their ^endeavours liave' "Tbe'en* fucce'&ful^ .. 
is at prefeiit a fufficient anda glorious reward ; „ . 
ajidthey know,' that they fhall reap ft ill* mo re 
ft abundantly^ if they v faint not." It would $>e.; 
iajuVipus i 40 Tupppf^,. that io nobl^ aa.und^^ • 
X^H^gr-JhouULUngulfk , thorough - want * of .en> 
cDufagetneht/ itt^ah/age frhich/ 1 abounds f irr-, 
humanity towards -every Tpe&es of miferjf,, and .•* 
in puJbUc fpirit to forwai:d, every wprxhypjan^., 
fhali hearts or hands he: wanting, to rcfcue- 
nSlii from the vaffalage 6f .fin/andSatkri, and •* 
a*}4 ne^. iphj^&s. tq."tn,e; Jmmortal empire jof-- 
God, apd of tys^Spn.jefu* thrift ?/IbegreajU 
dfifigns of the Almighty muft jH-ow facceftrfuLv = ' 
C-^3. '''^Tftfe; 
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1 Thtf Jtoods qfcay 1$ up^hei* vdipe, jbut the 
« Lord 'on high is mightier than th* noifc of 
^.fl^flW^i'"'; ^c;g^fi:B<^ of tjh(c,>^ld 
can 'never want inftnlments to accomplifk bis 
bwn$ovpfekc , JEta li$£ pr^^^jjen may, 
fttcceed or mifcarry ; the empires of this world : 
aoay rife *rid- faU-ioiucecflToni; JbBUt^midfl^all 
the vicHEtu*» of tfcas^owttiwjoSKfe dyeary£hri- 
ftian refts afrared; that "the kingdoms, of the 
** earth flxalt become the kingdoms of God> 
*« and of his Ghriff .* KiajHthis. Mefled period 
•.rt^i >**** ^tte^^^^bf hallowed 1. 
At may iris kingdom come ; and his- will ^e done. 
«*■ on earth, as it is done in heaven^ /^mwir. 
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"'^he.lhflueHfce of piety 1 on fflfcp^ffidcL 

lib .'■; •,..-{. >.. «. - l :*'-iir •>i'H !Vr>.w »V -!" .iii 

^^A^lkd -'-before th^(5€iieraT AflVmbly ^.cAfe 
» ; ^fcrch <Jf Socftfaui*<Marjr3ti H*x;.'! ' i 

v' '«« ...:. f <..■«,' t"; ' " - K. . j-:-;i> -> . .,,;■;} 

nor.-, , : L> A» . .. :.{^i?5? r -^ ; ? l fc , , . • i, ,- ■• 

ONE age U<iiftiaguifli£d^o^ pother by 
no circumftance more remarkably, than 
by the particular vices which arc. predominant, . 
and the particular virtues which are unfafhion* 
v&le in it. There is no vice which marks the 
character of the prefent age more ftrongly than 
irreligion. Piety is very generally difregarded, 
or allowed to^. have only a fmall degree of 
worth ; the moft unajje&ed expreffions of it 
-dup {fcudioufly .avoided by many, and profeffecUy 
ridiculed by fome* Yet the. inoft .natural fen? 
timents of the human heart proclaim, in very 
intelligible language, that piety is thefirft and 
aobleft of the virtues, £n& has a peculiar pre- 
rogative above all; the reft. We .are. urged to 
the practice of fome virtues by our fhrong fenfe 
:o£ their inviolable obligation : we are allured 
*o the love of otheje virtues vby the. high appro- 
bation 
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batfon x>f their, excellence,. which rifes in. every 
well-diluted niihdi ' >J But -pi^^ ecjhaliy^in* 
fprced byljoth d}efetfentii£cji&/'>Ib ofcHfcatipj^ 
i$ iriflifpenfablc, atrf:iti : c^^letkjy fe%tfein#f r 
it is at 9*ifip our' ftri^t; duty/ krVtf , the " great eft 
glory *6f Human chat afters. Hflm thx&k. wit^ - 
4efs\qf ifs fingulai: dignity In ^ bjte4ft#F.ever£ 
man.-' - ■'[ ■ \ fK vr -\-v^ 

It is not difficult to Wijover. the eauleV of " 
that perverilbn of rentiment^ .whfch lisls funk'l 
piety fo far below ntskgemlme 'fonkj- in thfef opi- 
nion of * the prefent * gehejraUonv ' U t r is' 1 tutrix" 
difficult to find ' fe : rerii&dy «br *!& hifd $*tenf : 
fjon. It is doubtlefs, howe-ter 1 , wbrih.wftflc* 4b . 
try every method which' is .likely* to' hare anyi* 
FdTce/ This generation 6f tfe^i^tfcm-fc'ki 
great deguee of public fpirif, ahd defirVio be 
thought deeply xtfncerned fo^ tfce : interfcfts of'; 
foriety : will ft then be u»aUowkbTe, tth'thigWti 
ctffion, to adttrefs (hit-generbui.'ciDFnce3?fl : f6f; 
the ptifojic goodi^wfoifch tf7/»pi < ofefc : td^cMttfi., 
tWn, infevdtfrbf picry, Which fm? 'defpiti*,^ 
ancT 7»<tfz/ totally riegjdft ? c 'Were* ^p€if6n *d . 
dttemp't ere&ing v . piety 'afOti^ on its gchiiine.. 
FdWdaflSn, I Atony wotflfi 'tfatafcrthe attemjpt-. 
tmworihy' of ' their notice, ' • Vftxkrvk to infill ; 
On thS obligation! smd propriety of payirigibme, 
f£jRar'd ' tcr infinite perfection ;lw^re we 'm reprei-- 
1t tit fee 'excellence* (if * tt> teirf^et *&ieh implied . 
thelGve of goodpef9, and the fdundheft of 'the 
whole co*nftifution df the foul; .were we tadhV 
play the 4 refined jbyfc which are'WepariOite* 
Jt^VtfcCtaM i>* ta . 

A • ;; * * ' * '%aku. 
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ipeak of the eternal happinefs witli which 6o4? 
will "'reward them that diligently*; feek him *i M : 
our arguments might, perhaps, be addrcfied t(K 
principles of the human mind which many pre- 
tend not to pbfiefs. But when we propofe tc* 
fhow, that true piety has the ftrongeft tendency, 
to promote the public interefts of fociety, we 
befpeak & principle of adion which none would' 
willingly be thought to want }. we may reafon**- 
ably expe& a favourable hearing fcom all who* 
have truly public fpirk: and if this principle,, 
or any other principle, ihould bring men once* 
to regard piety without prejudice, theywoul^ 
ioon be captivated with its native charms, ancfc 
become folicitou? to cultivate it in their hearts* 
'• In the text, Moles informs the people of 1C* 
jrtiel, that if the Lord commanded them to fear 
••* the Lord their God, for their good always,?* 
f$r their national profperity. The republic of 
Ifraei was a theocracy, a polity under the im*. 
mediate pi*ote&ion of Jehovah ; who governed 
it- by a fpecial providence, and was, in a pecu* 
Uar fenfe, the king of this people. But it wa» 
not only. on this account that piety was con-* 
ducive to their national profperity ; it is in its 
6wn nature unchangeably conducive to the 
happinefs of every nation. We may exhort 
every people under heaven u to fear the Lord 
* for.their-good." 

To fear the Lord, is- to be truly pious anA 
religious. In the place of religion men fubfti- 
^ite, foraetimes idle fuperftitipn, confining- in. 
*Ifcb. *.«• .,..:■ 

^ grouxullefs* 
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groundlefe terrors, and folicitude about things 
indifferent ; and fometimes bold enthufiaim, 
implying unaccountable and unmeaning fer- 
vour. But true piety is diflincYfrom both. It 
is founded on juft fenjiments of the nature an4 
perfections of God,* derived both from his 
works and from his word, and cherHhed and 
rendered habitually pre/ent to the mind by fre- 
quent meditation., ♦ It is a;tertiper compounded 
of reverence, love, gratitude, and fobmiffion, 
towards the greateft and the beft of beings, 
prevailing habitually in the foul, and expfeffed. 
in {ulcere and regular devotion. The Chri- 
ftian religi6n represents the character of God, 
as in the* higheft degree worthy of fell our pious: 
regards, by afluring us that he is <c God our 
"Saviour*;" by informing us of the ftuprn^ 
dous difpenJUtion of grace for the redemption* 
of the apoiiate world, which be has carried oni 
It therefore inquires thefe ^egardsj. raifed tcf 
Ihe greateft purity and ardor* and exerted in* 
the inoft fpiritual'egercifes of worftup, addrqfir 
ed to God in the name, of Jefus Chrift, and 
animated- by the influences of the Holy Spirit.' 
" Such \$ Chriftian pietjr, which, it is our de-» 
fign to provs, has the ftrongeft tendency to* 
promote the public interefts of civil fociety i 
And after hay iog : proved :thife, we ihail fhov* 
what influence the confiderarioii of it ought to* 
fcave on all ranks of menj. ' 

\FirJli, W§ Jhall ©rove, that piety has. th$ 

• Tit, iii. 4, ^ 

* ftrongeffc 



an thcpuMicgood.^ -jy 

ftrongeft tendency to promote the public,, in r 

- terefts of civil fociety. ' 

The great end of religion, doubtlefs, is to fit 
men for eternity : but it like wife fits them for 
all the duties of the prefent life. The prefent 
and the future fta.te. of « human beings are twp 

: parts of the fam$. whole. We can be rendered 
happy in the latter only. by bqing ufeful in the 
former, t To employ an appearance of religion 
as a means of accomplishing fecular deiigns, is 
' a bafe proftit.ution of religion : but religion 
fincerely embraced and fteadily adhered to for 
its own fake, will be the moll, powerful inftrn- 
jaaent of promoting every real worldly huere£. 
While it fefems to aim direftly only at render- 
ing the perfon who. practifes it virtuous and 
happy, it fpreads peace and felicity through 
fociety. The influence of religion on the peace 
and order of the world is fo confpicuous, that 
its enemies have affected to reprefent.it asla 
mere contrivance of politicians .for prefervixjg 
peace arid order. From its acknowledged life- 

JuJne/s 9 they have attempted to raife an hyp$>- 
thefis for overturning its truth. It has been of- 

- ten proved, that the attempt is vain, and the. 
hypothefis.abfurd ; but the attempt could npt 
have beep made, if the lingular ufefulnefs 9f 
religion in fociety Jiad not been obvious, and 
undeniable. ... : , , 

There is reafon to doubt, whether a fociety 

could at all fubfift for any confiderable time, 

if its members were generally deftitute of all 

religious impreffions. If we examine the ftate 

' . . of 
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-of the moft barbarous nation*, , we . 4hall fiprf, 
that their peace and order refill*, in a great 
:«neafure, from fome. religious, fentiroents, how- 
ever imperfect, the warn of which could not 
.be fuppiied by any other principle* Were it 
poffible to eradicate all ienfe. of religion .from 
the minds of men, fcarce any thing .would be 
left on which human laws could take Hold*. 

• When men have any regard -to God, the fu» 

• preme governor of the world, they wiH " fcc 
v^fubjeftto the powers that, .are ordained of 

" God, not only for .wrath, ..hut alfo for con* 
• €f fcience fake *" But .when th<gr ceafe to re- 
. f ard rulers as " the minifters of God f," there 
-<;an be.no longer any fulgeftion to their laws 
. for confidence fake ; wrath is the only remain- 
ing motive to fubjefttpn * and even this motive 
Will he greatly weakened. The fe vercft fanc~Uq#s 
: can have little influence, on thpfe. who have pf> 
fenfe of God, or of a. future ftate. How in- 
. considerable is the force of capital punishments, 
- when men regard death as only a traniient pain, 
the end of all trouble and calamity? Can a perfoa 

• have a degree of refolution fufficient to qualify 
'• him for doing any important fcrvice to man- 
kind, who would be restrained by the fear of 
death, if he confidered it only in thh light ? 
The religion of Japan propofes no future ftate 
of rewards and punifhments* There defpotic 

• government, ever cruel, ever horrid, has fur- 

• paflfed itfelf in cruelty. Every law is ena<c*ted 
with unparallelled feverity, and executed "with 

• Rom. siit. i. f. f Yerfc* 

* Shocking 
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atWHlpt*b"«k»^Mffcrtateff?6^&rHfttfl<^ 

tSbAV&thifljfcWiM iWkerfte^ t{j j y8MeS' 



rilled h^ WcteMKrlHfe ffaitr eWo*# 
tKe gtoarity'of^iifAfflaiia^it #6uM'fe hM 
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midefat^'riihniffimerits ai¥¥iiflit>kW£ td r £referv< 

aWeMrytSHHeriWJii' t«ft cflfcA^'aSJea'ii ftrrffe" 
6f Wigteti f&tfrtStn£'&&«aPpV^fc^'iha'iff 
dutfefc^tfhich' kdiild'feeVSi^be facddfcffllfjrfn* 
3f&rWdlty'htih»s« W*S^««' *toWtj'4fc&^' rtiHS 

B^dot'rtKgtoA ftrpply^an «NUb"fl& iednfir^ 

*trtaiibn*»'^fl hwnabrtdhnUJttj', <fao% Ml* 

<?ould < tefthnohy \ifceri be 'dfepVndtedifcii'? '&ri£ 

ifctftith were .nott. regjqdfcd- at fatfed, In'lMj^ 

xnaojtiftftavce^wottM Itfeyawnd^prftpiixy';' art* 

J«p»tatibn; fac<pteca*-iojlstfi' i »s ...•;<».*■•:•. ••; 

b Adagio* had bctn"0fteijdabafe<M>p the ferdftfc 

»'■ * ••uil^-' i ••'■' * ' ; '' ;i *'"' ' - "- ' w 
• Heb. vi. i*. , 

fcVtfL.il. Dd r <ft 



eft corruptions, which have very much weak* 

cnctl its inflocncc on ! mVilO, 3 'i(St^55aii 

de'ftrw Its power. 1' hWt&tk 1 ^ 
£oft ttifled § fit ^feeh'ilnc^'W^ 
left fup^fi^on^wk^^cWw^'I 
has, In fomc meafure, aifWayt3 ! tfic dl 
tfejigion to render men] good, mcmWw 'i^iat 
cicty. Sony .depravations of .religion have a 
^IPcrnicious tenaency. Innumerable W- 

an. example of > comnnlniry delfitute of ill re- 

;mjicUers jnirrefigUn a're incomparably greater, 
ai^ t^rc deftr^^ve to focieiy^ than all 'the 

q^,<;,TfeB ;CKite§ -Ou$,?eaI ^ainft ; jt, azcal 
^kQneft *pd fcudable 1A itfelf^ But being/apt, 
|>|^$ye^ oura p^^ to ^ecome exceffive 

^r irregular/ it makes us often regard WftK too 
mucj* indulgence, th$ far greater horrprs of 
"jirrcliglpn [j whichsoever 1 ! prevails Ainftefl&ity-; 
^and which agjs, fbVie'jnoft pstr^ 1 in diigjuTe, 
f^cf with reierve, even among the few who gi vq 
MP tHemfelves to its ahfolute fway. A long 
catalogue of the ill consequences of falfe reli- 
gion naay <lotibtlefs br produced ; } but coujd 
^jfetin oppofitioato it a complete enumera- 
tion of *he ^benefits whlclf Society naspajcWally 
$$riyed frW yer^r corrupt re^i^ons^ we^oyw 
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tncTthem more numerous and Important than 
toff which it derives from any other fource. 
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Foreig mixtures, . But its rtunty is <dwu 
by the impei^aions \vhich cleave to its 



led by th. 



prpfenofs r in- the,' prefect nate\ and^ it ! is * bu\ 
Sightly embraced^, and "Incompletely practjfecV 
6y theny/^'On this account the.' Cnriitian reti- 
gion.does not reftrara and govern mcjr.lo 




„._ a certain Itandard.dF every u r _._^ 

tpat: filters into ^ a ..character^ and^ to (;onpaer 
pVrftris who fall much below this uapefard'^s 
Vlron'v demtute c '.pf r tKe virtue. We confided 
thofe alpnfe as irititiecl to the d 
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ure to be found in every breaft. But many 

^\v!hbliave not a cTegree J 6F piety 'flHficiinV l wr 

Ddz the 
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l^^^^cfl^^ott^teft^ilbiTiOqqifdi' tbtugprias 

hpmftn j^nj^hifciU* $ rifi ^ jha^riifalda* ^apriefi- 

hitwtal fctora^oT ytoity uTwfaicfa* madftoiu) orit «t 
kkrtfol ta>fiKJtey^ KtRl^rtdlfpcfc£!ti«ifDrft«b- 

*«Ugi*n,kitt<^&Bite crftitofe yfelAaif>kt?4tfhtfaii) 

.gr?du41jr into ctfimesr rGWjL^vTategailabhow 
ly , that , 6&& fyeiaie*> of 'j&ndwEb *itli #e%ed;jtQ 

la,ws),Q^vr^igioii.iax^biodLil>aife fi<a£trtiifca&c*afl 
qvt piiWipW&^aftiarfda^oifjieati t^m 1 * ■* ** 
..Jf t j^Jigi©ui;ba$ An f ksitaTyittartifcbfb greats -la. 
tftvterty to^ft^ngthen all»th!3)tiesxrf^4til igo* 
TCfrimsat* vanch if ibqiejy dees aQuaU£;d*avo 

gipn*»<Q» inypi *he itopenfoflmqjanA tbd*eltgi^«i 
>Y^kh sv$n *he ^^erMi*)t>iQ4^njank»*cb^Tei 

r btt 
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GhrifHanity requires ? Were this true, una- 
dulterated religion, heartily embraced*: perfect- 
ly complied with, uniformly a&cd upon, it 
would render foeicty happier *han> we can eafity 
imagine* Supppfc the hearts of men poflefled 
by thofe pious regards which are due to infinite 
pprfeftion j iupppfe thefe regards- animated byV 
au lively fenfe t>f the manifold difplays of in- 
finite per f eft ion r in. the fyftem of- nature > . 
fuppofc them refined > and elevated by a • 
vigorous and habitual conception o£ our Sa- - 
vtour^s ftuppndous and gracious undertaking , 
for the fahration of- mankind * fuppole them * 
raifed to all that ftrength and firmnefs to which 
they may be raifed- by the influences of the 
fpknt of grace, . earneftly implored and care* L 
fully improved 5 fupppfe them continually che- 
rffeed by the excrcife of iincere devotion*, fup- 
ppfe them to rule within^ and to produce that 
chara&er which they naturally tend to produce i 
would not the temper which they form, imply 
ingenuous reverence and fear of the Mqft Jfigb, , 
more effectual to* govern the xooduc% than the 
flavifh dread of any earthly ruler } Would not * 
this temper imply nobler ambition than any 
that can arifc from political diftin&ions, ambi- 
tion to pleafe and to refemble God ? . Would - 
not this temper lead .to purer and .more fblid 
virtue, than can refult from or be fupported * 
by the befi<onftituted* form of government } ■ 
How powerful wtfuld civil. laws become, .were 
their influence ftrengthened in every heart, by • 
afteady regard to the laws, and to the judge* - 
mot of the ruler of the world? Would not t 
Ddj, civil i 
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civil laws, indeed, . be almoft unneceffary ? « A. 
temper of true. Chriftian piety would xeftrain. 
xpen effeftijally fr T oai evcry f degree of all thpfe. 
crimes which difturh the peace, 01: obftrocl the, 
jjrofperity of a nation. If it were uniyerfally; 
difFufed, only necefiary laws/would be enacled,, 
apd every law. woijld bq chearfully and con-, 
ftemtly obeyed* Every individual. would be fe- 
licitous. to aft his part, in fpciety in. the beft. 
npanner ; the wifdofh.of a}l wquUI be .united in, 
contriving, apd the endeavours ofalLwould be, 
combined in .executing every meafure of pu-. 
bjic utility ; all thofe virtues which contribute; 
xnoft to the happinefs of fociety, cherilhed by ; 
piety, would flourish in abfolute maturity. Ac*, 
cuftomed as we are to the prefent degeneracy- 
of the human race, v it isnot eafy. to ilrctch our- 
imaginations fo. far, as to form an.. idea of the. 
profperity of a nation, in which U the people . 
€i were all righteous # ," in which virtue direcl- . 
* ed and added force to the united power of the* 
whole community v which, fecure from every ; 
internal evil, were regarded with awe and re-, 
verence by nations more corrupted, and con-; 
fcquently weaker. But were Chriftian piety, 
nniverfally praclifed in any nation, that nation , 
wxrnld experience in its infallible confequences, # 
this high profperity, which is, at prefent, even , 
inconceivable : and the favour of God, who t 
•'loveth rightepufnels, and hateth iniquity. f," - 
would beftow higher profperity on that nation, 
than all which could refult from the natural 
conferences of their own piety. 

• If. Ix. »i, t Fia!. xi, 7. ▼. s- 

I: 
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• T hope it is evident from what has been-, 
feid, that piety contributes igreatly to the pu-. 
blic happinefs of ^very nation. .Let us next* 
fliow briefly, what influence the '.confideration* 
q£ this qugbt toljave on all r;mks of men. 

In every nation, there art many off fuperiorx 
and diftinguiflied rank. The higher the rank 
which perfons hold, the greater will be the im-- 
portance, the more jextenfive the influence of> 
their behaviour in foeiety. Any negledt ©£> 
duty in them is more pernicious to their coun-; 
try, than a iimilar qeglefl: in perfons of inferior* 
rjink. Since religion, therefore, moft efte&ual-- 
ly regulates the conduct of every citizen, how. 
ijeceflary is it to the happinefs of a nation, that: 
the great be entirely fubject to the influence of t 
religion ? Your country calls upon you, ye* 
gre&t, ye noble, for her fake ; fhe befeeches* 
you, for the happinefs which your right be-: 
liaviour efpecially will confer on her, to excel > 
in piety, that it may, like a living fpirit, ani-. 
mate you continuallyjn " feeking her good *." ' 
—Your piety will tend tot make others, ap well./ 
as yourfelves, good citizens. They who have 
been, leaft difpofed to regard religion . them- 
f^lves, have neverthelefs acknowledged the ne- . 
ceffity of cherKhing religious impreflions in the 
generality. The example of the higher ranks 
will cherifti* them moft fuccefsfully. Should* 
tbeir pra&ice ihewthat they regard religion 
witl} indifference, mankind, always eager to i-' 
ij5|i;ate their fbperiors, t will fopn, endeavour, to < 
• jpftl. cixii, p.. ' > 

free 
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free tbemfelves from the rcftratnts which re- 
ligion lays upon their vices* Hety confiils 
chiefly in an inward tempec* It is a. falfi; ap«* 
pearance of it that ftudiouAf ^ifplays itfdf its 
external (how* But inward piety is naturally* 
etpreffed in unaffected devotion, and regular 
wprfhip of God. It is only by being thus ex- 
prefled, that it becomes obvious toothers, or 
can attract their, imitation. If we would ren- 
der others pious by our good example, we muft 
put forth piety into a& on every proper peca- 
fion. But the example of piety will be moft 
attractive, when it is exhibited, byahofe whom * 
Divine Providence has placed. in an eminent, 
rank. In their coodnft piety will fhine with . 
the greateft luftre* When they render their 
regard sq Godeonigicuous and unqueftionable, . 
the reft of > mankind will be inleniibly allured 
|o the prafticex of religion. It is the privilege 
of thofe who are exalted above, the many, that 
they haves it in, their power to recommend e- 
very virtpe ta mankind, by their .example ; a 
noble privilege, which they are ftrtfHy obliged * 
to exercife. And can the obligation be ifaronger 
with regard to any virtue, jthan with. regard to 
piety, which is moft excellent in itfielf, an<| 
moft beneficial ijo human fociety ? . 

Again*. Becaufe piety has the ftrongeft ten- 
dency to promote the happinefc of every people, 
it is particularly incumbent on ail who are in- 
trufted with any degree of authority andppwer,. 
on all governor*, judges, and magiftrates, to 1 
exercife and tp encourage unfeigned and ex* 
— alted 



$>&*%& tfatffrallf 6* fu^oPVi»ki.flild*II*i 
them itferife *Jpgrt4ntVttiiiF 'tKfeif j^ulWclia- 
riK&fr •TOld^iM'fewfiftctf'toiff tarftt' ti 

Mifiltttf k«e riJMW , aiili l tttt& WTddic^ •> ft ft. 
cKfc^cBgMfl fl^t ,r fupi?6i:{s thdfPcitoHe«ibh* 
6f IhdltelflilJj 'Sfrn?ch tfeftow order 'on focletjv 
wKItiySftBi^ffiAi a regular polity 'froW£ ! c6Tt* 
&#& **uMHW/ , -«3faa*Mc& c produce public 1 
p&we, *fcttifpcj&)y! Wtf JpdrfgJr.t * On "<h^ **<:* 
c^t/Mule/sm^^^^ petti* 

Etf 4«mh«r; ^e^Mr&aVi #«Hgion7 ^titf 
d^ribt^xert'tht^Re^ln^lii^ ch'a&a&V'tf 
•tfejf WWtncr ShdTifliicWt' Jfettit Mgitfn, or a- 
v^riVfYoin ft. ■ ' "fofhouY a ytitrti regard to r^-' 
ligl't* tfH&*Kfc iiirtheif 'd^ffcartij tftey Wilf 
i\» flnptty^KHf aSuHoritf ^pVraioUiJfi-ltf 
fi^eftforV ally ruR^^^kltiie'dliti^y oV 
AtfMgftSfe tha l&w^ bf ptety^he dmvbiMhily be* 
tAj* 1 tft'e higfreft inti*fcfis. : 6f fefciety, with thV 
.#-ot<?atKto^fWich ha'temfrufte'd'. His pradi 
tkt»ty^'ipfl^^Wp^kk^, v/ bm certainly, t<i 
rf*|rtp!^«bfi^Hfc» Which' « Wilis biifineft to' 
««frta^>Utl'tftd*& «&trttdu*e thbfc difbrder* 
ifcttff©fei% ^h?ch' , his \>f£dfe is irifrituted'.'WiV 
purpofe to pr^fo'rit: A *> ■ ■ 'It is of the higheft: , 
rttt)ttiehM0>f^ciHty, thatuhe public func*UoA5 of 
rulsrS''bfc»tv r e!r cfcteutedJ ttulers art Iefs'fub- 
jtfi W«in > *bthilJ's <> tty i ilte 5 Ttfli-alntS Which arifa 
frortf^knftnvla^i'wqrttey dam 1 execute the lawV 
3g*iis<ft*e*heds; |J but- thfctalKlvefe' have matiy^ad^ 
T*ttige$ tfdiu efe<$ri$ h ffi^4bM ; of the' fe^ r 
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even of rallp andjcqr^upf £$gipDj {§y c AS% c J^ 
fhaint on the will bF tfic rujer;. 'and induce 
them to act, in many, inftances, with modsra- 
HOn. What happmefs. then. miahtnot.be -de? 
rived to mankind from their governors, ir JT in 
Btttter cpnihtutions of governrn cut, a P^"" re- 
ligion, tifntecf its' rt ft rain is %yhh mpf| uiwer 
whicn^he civil Jaws 3 ay the higheft rulers K- — ;— 
Fbtfrer'is apt tp be abufed, and to produce m- 
fjbleiace anile verify. The benign lpim- of 




of ridwJr. Religion \ 
ii>(ghi}r ones of , ijie eani^.a ici fe 9 r d epehd - 
cncV: orf ? ?# 1 Sw /rtg^ whofe children and 
WbjecTs ! aU men are ; and this feufe will be a 
p6 w*eriul tiriri c ipl e of j 11 ft i c e 3 gen tl e n e fs , and 
clemency "tp all 'whom God hath fubjeclcd to 
tneJr pQwir'. ' Religion will lead tbem to conTi- 
deir ineir power as derived from the gracious, and 
rijj^hteous governor of the world \ an,d to cx- 
ercife it uniformly for the gooff of A^ ^ccbrcT{ 
in£ to the example of rignteo^ufnejs, an q "fee-* 
rffgnity Which Go & exn&iti irf 'his, iirovlderice 
towards his creatures. The universal preva* 
knee 6f ChrHtiau piety would have Force e- 
nough to - banifh frfcrh the earth* ♦he 5 * dVuel 
flayery under which a great part "of mankind 
jroan, at prefent. Jn faclv where-ever Chri- 

ftianity/ 
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inanity has been embrace^, it ha« avettmcQ, 
inany of tfre Jbftrrors' of 'Uwlefc^elpotiffn. and 
introduced wpeae»e/eotn^pdcratwnint<j th$ 
i&frii iff tbvernm^nt.^'GfOTeVnors.aAimatei b<f 
IV pfflft «' will Wt be n ^ 6 i:*ee matters 
*W ^tyfafe fir' $od ^ ^ili^now 
^ttfer^V^ £judV 

^^^^f f ar ^ h ' ^f e ^^^ ^ -^ r t> 

«* t^ve n uh& the fcordl'O ye mirfity, giie unto 




?. 3 FwKe^;\h / e f infi^Wt^of .that in£ue$j 
wBich .pI'etF has upcjn t£e° jub^c b^ppiqefsi 
oug&t to add ftrength, to tke.'endeavours £jf *# 
tfie ^idiftert ,0^ Jefuf. for dienfliipg.tfye bf» 

^re urgecji By alipomblq copfifl^puotis^ to pro^ 
mote liniveriar ahff iincere regard : jo 'God* 
Vhole 'minifters/ for ^tnq Very' endj we ^re t 
Should our country find any, of* «j defe&iye^ i* 

incumbent ugqn us by, &e relation in whfch yr* 
^an<l'\o^e\ir-perfefl P^2i of it j £bouJd aur| 
cpuntr^ nave rqafon "to 'impute any, of the ,aufc 
cnipts ''wnujh flbe cannot iait to Tuffer .fromthe^ 
Impiety b^ her Tons, to our'indyference about 
religion ; O let us t&iak, wh^t indigna^iocLm^j. 

■bii;!.-*** «*F-i^** v* iti V r - • -' // v 
*'H3 •»• • -;>:./" .•* t «*; u^j- 
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-dutiful and abandoned of her children ; as 
•wretches, who cannot be reftrained by coafi- 
derations, mod facred to all, butto us more *fa- 
cred than* to any others, from being traitors to 
her moft important interefts ! True piety is to 
every nation* like the fun to this earth; it a-, 
lene can -enlighten, warm, trheriih, - or invigo- 
rate all its inhabitants. But in the prefent age, 
the influences of thi$ glorious luminary are of- 
ten obftrufted, often kifefted. Xhe impious, 
as if they dwelt in fome frozen cfime, feel none 
of its force ; the dark clouds of fuperftition in- 
tercept its rays from, others 5 enthufiafm, like a 
flashing meteor, confounds its light, and con- 
verts its genial warmth into unnatural, fultry* 
and fuflbcating-he^t* To the tnimfters of re- 
gipn is committed the important office of 
cQndu/fting all, #s it were, into a happy re* 
gion, .and placing them ia a favourable fitua* 
tion, where the beams of religion, unobftruit- 
ed, pure, and intenfe, may penetrate their 
Hearts, Would we promote the happincfs of 
men, either in this world or m the next, let us 
do our utmoftto lay their fouls open to the in- 
fluences of piety, and to prepare them for «re* 
ceiving them* Be it our conftant care to pre- 
fent to the view of our hearers true piety, and 
ferious devotion, in its genuine form, neither 
tainted by enthufiafm, nor debafed by fuperfti-- 
tion; let us: labour to exprefs_the fecret opera- 
tion of devout afie&ions in the heart; let us 
difplay their beauty and their power, in all the 
cxercifes of fervent devotion ; let us dwell of- 
1 tea 
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sea on the- view of divine excellence, • efpecially 
-as it is manifefted in the Chriftiandifpenfation, 
-that men may feel what regards are due to it, 
that they may perceive the bafe degeneracy of 
.that' foul which, cannot be affected by it ; let us 
.endeavour >to excite their love to godtinefs, by 
,reprefenting,.as far as wordsrcanreprefenr, the 
..charms of a temper of devotion, its refined 
and exquifite pleafares, and its happy confe- 
rences j letus.ufeall the means we can, to 
. form men to the tafte, and to win them to the 
purfuit of that real dignity of character, which 
piety alone can beftow* let piety especially fhine 
forth pure, fervent, and exalted, in our own ex- 
ample. -By aiming continually at all this, we 
fhall. beft perform our duty, not only to God,- 
,and to our own fouls, but alfo to our country*. 
Jf our endeavours prove fuccefsful, by our 
means " peace fhall be within .her walls, and 
•^proiperity within her palaces * ;" for the fa- 
vour of God fhall reft upon »ber 5 her children 
fhall call us blefled among men ; and we fhaH 
•«« .fee her good*" we fhall c< rejoice in the glad- 
4t nefs of our nation, and glory with the Lord's 
"jnhentance f." 

Pinsdiy, let us all, whatever he our rank or 
ftation, fear the Lord always, for our good. 
The enemies of religion impudently boaft, 
that then* enlarged views haw enabled them to 
provide for the prefmt happinefs of the world, 
by fetting. men free from the uneafy apprehen- 
sions of a God and a future.ftate. But it may 
• Pfal. exxii. ,7. f Ma. avi« 5, 

Vol. II. E e j^ 
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be affirmed with greater truth, that by check- 
ing all regard to that great being who alone 
.can beftow eternal happinefs, they, at the fame 
tfime, with fuxprifing narrownefs of thought, 
deftroy the only foundation of prefent peace 
and happinefs, both to individuals and to fo 
xieties. j#Let us, my :Chriftian brethren, ever 
regard their attempts with indignation. In 
fpight of all the fophiftry, and ait the ridicule, 
(by which they would deftroy a firm faith, and 
•lively fenfe of God ; by .which they would dif- 
xqurage the fervent exercife of devout affec- 
tions \ by which $hey would overturn our be- 
lief of the gofpel of.Chrift, the-firmeft fupport, 
the higheft improvement of genuine piety \ let 
,us be perfuaded, that «« to fear the Lord will 
-•« always be our righteoufneft V We are all 
members of focjety ; we are all obliged to pro- 
mote its peace and happinefs ; an argument 
drawn from its Xntefeft ought to be % irrefiftible 
to Us all ; let us, therefore, jpr^&ife piety, 
which is the principal bond of focial union. 
We are obliged to piety, not only as we are 
jmenand Christians, but alfo as we are ,ckizensj 
it is a duty which each of us owes to his coun- 
try, if we be truly pious, we fhall, at leaft, 
render jurfelvet £tter for acting qur part well : 
we fhall Hkewife contribute to render others 
jnqre ufeful fubje^b. None of us is fo obfeure, 
as to be wholly incapable of promoting religion 
by an example of regard to it. Princes may 
psGommeod reb'gion powerfully by their autho- 

• Deut. vl •£ . 

xity 
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rity an&example : our pious 4 king iff /folieitonsr 
to recommend it. They who have laboured 
in forming his young heart to piety, have in- 
fluence enough to give extenfive encourage- 
ment to this divine virtue ; we truft they will 
give it. But the meaneft of us may affift their 
jtoble efforts 5 the meaneft of us may t>e reli- 
gious ; the meaneft of us may fhow an attrac- 
tive, living form of piety. We cannot all 
ferve our country, by contriving or executing 
great defigns ; but we may all ferve it effe£tual- 
ly by being pious. If wc be attuatcd uniformly 
by piety, our tow ftation may prevent our be- 
ing celebrated as patriots in the annals of men* 
but we Stall be inrolled ; patriots In the records 
of Heaven ;■ for we (hall perform the moft im- 
portant duty to our country which any man^ 
can perform, <c *Bleffed is the nation whofe 
***"God is the Lord *." He will always be the 
^5od of a religiousand virtuous nation* u Let 
** all the earth, therefore, fear the Lord ; let 
«* all the inhabitants of the world ftand in awe 
•*ofhimt." \ " 

* Pfal. ixxiii. i*» f Vfcrfe & ' ' r 
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Prenchcd at the opening of the General Aflenibly 
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Psalm exxxvii. 5. 6. 

If Ifzrget thee> Jerufakm f let my right hand 

forget her cunning. 
If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave 

to tbs rcf of 'my mouth ; if I prefer not Jc- 
' 1 ifiUm ahvs my chief joy, 

rVMlxs pfalm, whoever was the writer of irj 
: JL ' appears to have been compofed in the 
hitter days of the Jewifh church, during the 
Babylonilh captivity, or immediately after* it: 
For in the firft and fecond verfes we find the 
people of God mingling their tears with the 
waters, and hanging their harps upon the wil- 
lows of Babylon, when they remembered the 
former glory, and confidered the prefent defo* 
fetiofis of Zion. The tiSird verfe reprefents the 
inhuman and barbarous treatment they met 
with from their enemies, who, inftead of pity- 
ing, triumphed. over their mifery, by calling for 
mirth and a fong ;. to which thefe brave cap- 
tives 
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tives refolutely anfwered» in the fourth verfe* 
" t How fhall we fing the Lord's fong in a ftr&ngo 
" land?" Shall we proftitute thefe fongs, fa* 
Cred to the honour of Zion's God v to mer?' 
fport and paftime I fhali we fing thefe diving 
anthems, peculiar to the temple-fervice, when 
banifhed from the temple, and exiles in this 
land of idolaters ? No, 'fays the Pfalmift in the 
words of our text,. If I forget thee, Jerufa* 
km, let my right band forget her cunning. If I 
do not remember tbte 9 let my tongue cleave to the 
roof 4f my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerufalem above 
my chief joy,, or, the head of my joy : q. d. If^ 
unmindful of thy deflations and thy ruin, I 
fhould gratify the defires of thine enemies, by* 
profaning thy mufic and thy fongs, let my 
right hand lofe all its fkill of touching the harp 
any more 5 if I do not remember thee with the 
moft hearty fympathy and concern, and prefer 
thy welfare and profperity to every worldly 
joyy let my lips be for ever clofcd, and* my- 
tongue be for ever filent* 

As Jerufalem was the capital city of Judea,- 
and the feat of empire, where w$re " fet throne** 
f( of judgement, and the thrones of the houfe 
11 of David *," it may here fitly reprefent the 
whole nation of the* Jews ; and as it was the' 
holy city, "whither the tribes of the Lord* 
" went up unto the teftimony of lfrael, to giie 
" thanks to the name of the Lord I," it was- 
atfb a proper type of the vifible church; in* 

?*Pfcl. cixii. 5' f PA1. exxii. 4- 

E*j> whicii* 
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which view,' the swords of our text are the lan- 
guage of a. heart, full of zeal for the welfare of 
hs native country, and th* church of God ; and; 
ma ftriking and elegant manner, fet before us 
*• lively example of a truly public fpirit. 
4 In dtfcourfing upon this fubje&, I do net 
propofb to confine myfelf to that love which 
every one ought to feel for hi* native country* 
as diftinguiflie&from the reflr of the world, or 
for that particular church of which he is a 
member ; but to confider the argument in the 
moft-exfended light, by fliewihg what weighty 
obligations we are under to be. zealous for the 
civil and religious interefts of mankind in ge- 
neral ; whence it will follow, by ftrong and 
Beceffary confequence, with what warmth of 
affection wc ought to feek the good of thofe 
with whom we are more nearly connected, as 
fubjects of the fame kingdom, and members of 
the fame church. And, through divine affiftv 
ance, I would argue, 

i , From the law of ou* creation, and the 
law of grace, as illuft rated, by the precepts and. 
examples which we find in facred writ ; and,. 
• a. From the nature of univerfal benevolence 
kfelf; as conftitutiag the moil amiable and 
worthy character ; as converfaht about objects 
of the greateft moment and importance ; and 
as infeparably connected with our own true 
aad beft interefts* 

I. Let us then confider, in the firft place, 
the obirgatibns we are under to promote the 

public 
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public welfare from the law of our creation, an& 
the law of grace, *as iUuftrated- by the precept! 
and examples in fecred writ. 

,** Have we not all one. father, (fay the infpr* 
w red writers)^ arrd hath not one God created 
** us, who hath made -of one blood all nations 
c< of men* and is King over all the earth * ?*» * 
And it is the voice of nature itfelf, that man- 
kind are in- reality brethren, the children of 
the fame common parent, the offspring of thd 
-Father of the fpiritsof all flefh, antkhe fubjetts 
.of his univerfal empires fo that both reafon 
and revelation lead 1 us to view the moft diftam 
regions of the earth as containing only differ 
rent branches of the fame family, or as diftridl* 
of the fame kingdom* ' under the fame divine 
government j and* to confider ourfelves as citi* 
zens of the world, parts of that great whole, 
to whom therefore nothing that relates to the 
good or prejudice of the whole ought to be in» 
different f. t 

And if we reflect on the various powers and 
faculties, the difpolitions and affe&ions, wirht 
which we are endued by the wife and benevo«* 
lent Author of our beings, it w*ll plainly ap* 
pear, that we were not made for ourfclves only; 
but for others alfo ; and confequently that we 
ought to feek the good of others, according t6 
our feveral abilities, and the opportunities aft- 
forded us* - 



• Mai, ii. 10. A&s xvii. %6. Pfal. ilvil 7. 
f Homo furo, humani nihil a me alknum pu*o. 



Nor 
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Nor tan it be denied, that inch are the de- 
pendent neceffitous circumftances of man, that 
he cannot live by himfelf with. any degree of 
comfort or fafety : amd If a man cannot * live by 
himfelf, neither ought he to live to himfelf* 
We, of all other beings, when feparated from. 
one another^ are the raoft joy lefs and helpleft : 
and though God hath implanted i*parems»and 
children fuch affe&ions as* incline them to affifb 
and relieve each other, yet the. wanu and dan* 
gers of human life are fo many and great, that 
no particular family, however numerous, is 
fufficient of itfelf for all the purpofes of well- 
being and comfort. We need the affiftance of 
others ; we need the public favour and protec- 
tion; and therefore are bound, in our turn, 
to be ufefol to the public, who have a natural 
right to our good offices, and whofe claim to 
them is interwoven with our frame. 

What hath been faid from the law of our 
creation, is ftrongly inforced upon us Chrifti- 
ans by the law of grace, which unites us into 
one myftical body* whereof Chrift is the head ; 
and which confiders all believers as members of 
the fame undivided catholic church, whereof 
Jefus is the- Lord and King. In this refpe& the 
whole people of God are called the children of 
Zion, and Jerufalem the mother of them alL 
Hence Paul, having reprefented to the Corin- 
thians the drift union betwixt the members of 
the natural body, whence refuhs fuch mutual 
fympathy and concern, that there is nofchifnv 
in the body, but the members have the fame. 

care 
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care one for another, concludes, " Now are yc 
,c the body of Chrifty and members in partL- 
"cular*." 

Now* if the ties of nature are fo ftrong and 
powerful, how much-more thofe of grace ? if r 
as men and brethren according to the flefhj vtq 
are bound to help one another, need I fay thisr 
is incumbent upon us as brethren in Chrift, 
linked together in. the fureft bonds of love and 
friendship, within the fame everlaftitfg cove* 
nant, and animated by- the fame fpirit ? 

Thaargiiment, in this view,' will appear mor£ 
convincing, when we confide r the precepts and- 
examples- of facred writ* The genius of out 
holy religion breathes* every where a difintereft* 
ed regard for the glory of God and the happi* 
nefs of mankind; that charity and benevo- 
lence, which feeketh not her owrf, \>vt th*- 
gpod of others, appears aimoft in every page of 
the New Teftament ; fo that it is not eafy i<x 
conceive what could tempt a celebrated writer 
to objeft to^Ghriftianky k that it- no^whsrere** 
commends private frtendfhip, or the love of 
our country. This- wa* doubtkfs included in 
the royal law,, under the Old Teftament, of 
ci loving our neighbour as ouifekes-f." And 
it is the language of the New : " Look not e* 
" very man on. his own things*, but; every man 
* c alfo on- the things of others f." Paul exhorts 
the Galatians to cc do good unto all men, efpc* 
" cially unto them who are of the houfhpld. 

* r liCor. iiu.n. I Lev. xix 18. f Philip, ii.- 41 
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* of faith *." ^To add to godlinefs, brother* 
* € ly kfndnefs y and to brotherly, kindnefs, 

* charity f ,* is the doctrine, not only of Peter,- 
But of the reft of the apoftles : which precept 
fe carried to the high eft perfection by our Sa* 
fiour himfelf, who commands us, " to love 

* one another, as he hath loved usf j ?r nayy 
to extend our regard* to all our brethren of 
mankind, the moft unworthy not excepted, in- 
imitation of our heavenly Father, " who fend- 
•* eth rain on the juft and the unjuft, and is 
<* kind tathe evil and unthankful jj." 

Nor is this divine virtue more confpicuous» 
ki the precepts, than in die lives of Chrift and^ 
Bis apoftles, and other holy men of old. Need' 
we go to Rome or Greece for inftances of 
thofe who preferred the public intereft to their 
Own private advantage ? No, my brethren ; the 
Bibles which we hold In our hands, furnifh far 
more mining and illuftrious examples. Anitaa-* 
ted by this noble principle, Mofes, the great 
lawgiver of the Jews, was willing to die for hid 
people, though the moft ungrateful rebellious 
race**; Eli trembled more for the ark of 
God, than for the deftrudion of bis-family ft 'r 
and the Royal Pfalmift could fay unto God* 
Himfelf, tc The zeal of thine houfe hath eaten 
M me up %%" In what moving ftrains do we 
find Elilhai Jeremiah, and the other prophets,, 
mourning over the delegations of Zion, long* 

♦ Gat. vi. 10. f % P«. i. 7i t John, xy. i*. 

| Matib. v. 4f. Luke, vi. 3$. *• Exod. xxxii* 3*. 

# xSam. iv.' 13, 18, \\ -pial. lxiz. p. 
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ing, and fading, and praying, that the " fet time. 
** to favqur her might come, taking plea fu re i& 
$t her very ftooes, and favouring the duft 
** thereof • ?" How ftedfaftly did Daniel ad- 
here to the interefts of true religion and libera 
*y, when thrown into a.den of lions f ; and 
the three children, when caft into Nebuchad- 
nezzar's furnace, feven times heated J ? But 
time would fail me to tell of Ifaiah, and of Ne* 
liemiah, and Ezrp. alfo, and of Samuel, and a- 
»ther faints ; whofe zealous appearances for 
t <3od, in times of public danger and diftrefe, 
are celebrated in fcripture .to their immortal 
.honour. 

And what (hall I fay of the apoftles, and 
<6rft followers of the Lamb, who loved not 
vtheir lives unto the death, that they might ful- 
,fil the miniftry, and the work, which they had 
received of the Lord Jefos? Language cannot 
cxprefs that fervent zeal, and brotherly affec- 
tion, which Paul felt when he fpoke t;hefe fur- 
priiing words, " I could wiih that myfelf were 
<€ accurfed from Chrift, for my brethren, my 
M kinfmen according to the flefji || :" and, left 
r we fhould imagine his concern extended no 
further than to his own countrymen, the Jews, 
he would have us know, as he tpUs the Cqlof- 
<fians, *« what great conjlift he had, not only 
" for the faints and faithful brethren which, 
^ c were at jColofle, but for them of Laodicean 
" and for as many as had not feen his face ia 
"theflefh**." 

• Pfal. cii. 13. f#. '* f D»n. vi. ip.— itf. 
•^ Dan. dl ij.— —13. J Horn. ix. j, •' CoL 11. 1. 
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• In like manner, the other apoftlcs, ii>ftead of 
^confining their labours within the narrow 
fpherc of their particular friends and country- 
men, went from place to .place, from city; to 
city, cafting out devils, ami preaching the go- 
fp;el of flie kingdom, forcing, their way through 
aumberlefs hazards and dangers.; and.havhjg 
fmifhed their painful courie, feakd. their tefti- 
niony with their blood. 

Thefe indeed are ihining examples «of a truly 
public fpirit: and yet one ftill remains far more 
pprfeft and glorious; the example of our brldP 
*ed Saviour himfelf, who came from heaven to • 
earth, to live and die for a finful, rebellious 
world. The illuftrious tribe of patriots, mar- 
tyrs, and confeiTors, have.done .much and well $ 
but Jefus has xlone infinitely more and better. 
What Paul fays of himfelf is applicable to his 
;Lord and Matter m a far higher fenfc : " In 
M labours more abundant, in wearinefs and 
" painfulnefs, in watchings often, in hunger 
" and thirft, in fadings .often, in cold and na- 
<c kqdnefs ; and befides thofe things that are 
" without, that which came upon him daily, 
" the care of all the churches. Who was 
** weak, and he was not weak t who was offend- 
M ed, and he did .not burn # ?" With what ar- 
dent zeal, and indefatigable labour, did he fcek 
to gather Jerufalem, as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings! and when fhe 
would not hearken to bis companionate in- 

• a Cor. tI. A3. 27. *9. *9» 
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-treaties, how moving his lamentation -over her : 
" OJeru(alem*Jerufalein, if thou hadft known, 
u even thou atieaft in this thy d»y> the things 
4i which belong unto thy peace I but .now thep 
■" are hid from thine .eyes *.'* 

His amiable charader is elegantly fommed 
4ip; by the apoftle Peter, in thefe comprehen- 
five words* u who went about d6ing good ff 
.Not fatisfied with bleffing his relations and-dtf- . 
ciples, orthofe who came to him, -his enlarged 
,heart fought every opportunity of extending 
its affectionate regards to the whole human 
face ; doing good both to Jews and Gentiles* 
to the fouls as well as .to the bodies of men ; 
reftoring them at once to the divine favour and 
to the divine. image; and having ere&ed the 
kingdom of God among men, on the ruins of 
fuperftition and idolatry, he died a glorious 
victim for the honour of God and the falvation 
of his people, greatly pouring out bis foul upoa 
the crofs, u as the propitiation for the fins, not 
«• of the Jews only, but of the whole world %" 
And thus you fee how the united voice of 
nature and of grace, the law and the prophets, 
Chrift and his apoftles, call upon us as chil- 
dren of the great Parent of mankind, and 
members of the body of Chrift, to prefer the 
public welfare above our chief joy. 

II. We proceed therefore, as was propofed, 
In the fecond place, To recommend fuch a ge- 

• Luke, ritf. 34. xix. 4*. \ Adls, x. 38. 

\ 1 John, ii. x. 
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ricrous public fpint from its own nature and 
rtcellency; as conftituting the mod amiable 
^aiid worthy character ; as converfant about 
'objects of the greateft moment and rmport- 
ance ; and as infeparabfy connected with our 
U>wn true and beft interefts. 

" Whatfoever things are true, whatfoever 
'*' things are hone ft, whatfoever things are juft, 
:u whatfoever things are pure, whatfoever 
]€i things are lovely, whatfoever things are of 
41 good report, if there be any virtue, and if 
i" there be any praife • 5* thefe are all com- 
prehended in that general good -will, and 
public affection, of which we now (peak. 
If we efteem the affectionate parent, or the du- 
•jtiful child, the loving brother, or the faithful 
friend •,. what efteem is due. to tjbue friend of 
mankind, and the lover of fouls i ' 
» ; Jn the exercife of the more private virtues, 
:we fee only parts of a character, and many 
things are ftill wanting ; hut in the exercife of 
' univerfal beneficence^ we fee all the facial vir- 
tues happily united ; we fee a character carried 
.to its higheft perfection; a man refembling 
- God himfelf, by diffufing bleffings and happi- 
..nefs arounfihim. 

-Reprefent to yourfelves fuch a worthy pa- 
triot in thefenate, greatly pleading, in face of 
approaching danger, the caufe of an injured 
. nation or church : follow him to the camp, 
• in his garments rolled in blood, where, unmo- 
ved amidft all the horrors of war ajjd inftru- 

• Philip, iv. 8. 
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mentsof death, he fights f<?r his people apd 
the cities of his God ; and fee him at laft fell-' 
ing a facriiice in the noble conteft 5 or fee him, 
if brought to a fcaffbld, not accepting deliver- 
ance, but calmly refigning life itfelf as a glori* 
ous martyr for his God and his country : and 
you behold a fight lovely in the eyes of God* 
and of all good men 5 human nature in itsr 
greateft glory and- perfection y a character flxi- 
ning with fuch unfading luftre, as muft necef-. 
farily command refpeft from enemies them* • 
felves. 

Whereas, on the contrary, there can be no* 
thing more hateful and meaq, th&n a merce* 
nary fprrit; ja man wrapt up. wholly in himfelf* 
forgetting the very end and defign of his being y 
forgetting that fubordination which God hath 
eftablifhed in his world \ breaking through e- 
very tie of duty and gratitude, . love and bene-j 
volence ; and all this,, to anfwer no higher pur^ 
pofe than the gratification of his own; irregular 
and felfifh appetites. Such a man,, though 
decked with the ornaments and fpoils of hi* . 
fellow-creatures., is in reality more odious, and 
a greater blemifo in the moral, than the mpft 
ugly and deformed creature ca9.be iu the nfr* 
tural world. ( 

It was likewife obferved, that, we are bound 
to prefer the public good to private advantage | 
not only as fuch a temper and conduct confti^ 
tutes the moft amiable and esaked character, 
but as it is converfant about objects of the 
greateft moment and importance. 

F f a • Great 
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Great was the objeft of the Pfalmift's zeal 
hi the text, the whole nation and church of the 
Jfewsj butgreater^ ftiH, is the objeft of that en- 
larged affe&ipn- we are now recommending. 
We fpeak of the fcsgheft of all fecial duties, re- 
gard to the religious, as well* as to the civH in- 
terefts of men ; all their concerns, in- reference 
to foul and body, time and eternity j refpe&ing 
not a few, a family, a city, a particular nation 
or church, but all our fellow-men, and all our 
fcllow-Chriftians. And can we conceive any 
purfuit more worthy of the rational nature, or 
more becoming the heaven-born foul ! a pur- 
fuit which ftretches its happy influence beyond 
the limits of. mortality, into the eternal world, 
and follows the redeemed of the Lord through 
all the growing ages of that everfafting ftate I 

Glorious things were fpoken* of Jerufalem' 
of old, which" may with great reafon be applied 
to the gofpel^church ; " the mount Zion to 
u which we are now come, the palace of the 
a eternal King, the perfeSion of beauty, and 
H the- joy of the whole earth; the new Jerufa- 
€ * lem, the general aflembly, and church of the 
"«« firft-born *;" A glorious church, indeed; 
the city of the living God, founded by his wif- 
dom, preferved by his power, animated by his 
fpirit, and governed* by his laws, nay, purcha- 
jfed with his blood, Who would hot feek her 
good always, as the belt and the nobkft mear.s 
of advancing the honour of God, and the hap- 

* Hcb. xiL.a*. a 3. 
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pinefs of his creartirbs ? : To wfckh may be add* . 
cd what wa&obfeit>ed i - , 

In the laft place, Thatfheh a generous con*- » 
cerafbr the puMft: wd&jre, is infepatably e6n- . 
netted roitfc«tip*wii true. and beft imerelfts. 

* Wba^xhihe public, the all^ but the indivi- 
duals taken *ogethe^ ^h^-mu-ft therefore £hafe 
in cm c0aatnoQAindivid^afate? It is here, in 
the body-polfck* *s in the body-natural, where 
the whole members are mutually happy t>r mi- 
fefrable; A little rtfleftifon with refpe&Vo our , 
temptf raf a^B^/may cdnvmik tts^ that pri Vatfe 
hajipmefs '-is' riot 'to be gnjpyid 6h any lure ahd 
lafting fbuiidarion^butiiiTubordination to'thfe 
public good,' Was everj one to feet tia o#a . 
ptate'and'qtriet; without regard to fcfrat 1 of his 
nfeighbotiri'was'evefry'cme i<> jrttr^ tts^iiti- * 
cuiar^defigm in^fdfitfptt'^ • 

reft.;Ticw miKrably'JHcM^ 
feif miftakch riThtexontsefir Would riiiv higher, 
aridhigheiyjtHi, as oiii 'obfertfe* in another . 
cafe, it terminated in a War of all men agamli 
'Atiy* Jthe plain coriftquence'of whidh wbfild 
be tfcfe deftiru£krdri of all. ' 4 » : ' \"* 

; A mafcihfry indeed atfvattce his o^ptffrkte. 
intfereft for a- while, m opjiofition to* the good 
of the fotfety of which he is* a member ; l buf 
fu*ely w he ftatods 1 on flippery places, and may 
" be brought into defolation as in a moment*. ,r 
While he is fufpe&ing no Harm, fome unfore- 
feen event cuts off his Future hbpes, and bring* 
him down from all the heights of his. imaginary 
f Pfri bail, is. 19. 

J £ 3, happinefs 5 
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htppmrfft t agreeable te tkePfalmifis.obicrvaw. 
tiooi €i i have Teen' the wicked- in- great? power;. - 
•••and fpreadhig hiinfelf Jike»a-gr*en' bay-tree.' 
4i Ytt hp paffed'away, and-lo he was not : yea, 
" i fought hrm, but he coukl norbe found •.»;.• 
He 1 cannot always dreewethe* injured f they be- 
gin at length xo fttel their fuiferingsj andfd^ 
dom fail- to make* fufficienr veprifals. Buv 
Jbould he e&apc pnnHhinent from man, there- 
is -a God above htm, who fooner or later will' 
bftsg him into, judgement, r Death- iopeni 7 a. 
pafiage to* thai awfai-fttftcy wherev froaihhn 
•♦who hath made Asch aibaxr ufcof ius talents,. 
''*ihall< be taken cvcnuhat. whidk^ha hath | 9> 
and t the 'in* verfbk: fentence iHadl go?: forth ^ 
"•Caft- ye : the wicked fcrvant'into ut*4r dark* 
Jimcft ; them flwll beweeping-ajid'gnQflimg.ofr 

On the comrany, theidifintwtjftcdjfrknd of 
xnankipdy'who makes' rrefy; one's concern hi*, 
own,' an4 cfcfWfuily gives, np perfbnaLeafe and* 
advantage -when it comes in cooapetition'.witlai . 
ttoe general good *s bow Meficd* is - thatrman in. 
the exercife of thofe noble* and. generous affec- 
tions, whfch yield themoft refined delight j and 
moil exalted' pieafbre I how happy rnUhc tcifti* 
xnoay of hisown-eonfeience, which to him h a 
continual feafy and the matter of ?hi» rejoicing !• 
add how infinkeLy^nore happy in*the approba* 
tian of one^gceajoer than his confctence, tbofii*- 
nneme Lord and Judge of the whole earth I 

* £&<. aawii. »•'**' * * '' t.Mat*. ot. a4r*4o» 1 
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\Suehrat man, the! friend of fc*B> < t^ibeJtirVcdl 
efteeme&by £&: lie- paffes through the tariousT 
fctnes »<rf fife : with fafety aifd'/eipefisr if iir 
offices of mifty tat holds theift by the fofieft* 
teirtirei the cgoodfewiH of his feltow^fubjafts :\ 
and when, as 10 thrt -world, he/ is no snore* hit 
name flrall be hadin^verlafting remembrance r 
surd my audience wiil bear toe.witn eft, that ourr 
own nation hath) of. late, afforded forbe iejf T 
ftriking examples of this amiable characr e r. . 

Btat, if itis<- Jot is. caft jn the worftrof times,! 
wdimhetnuiVrjbt ipnly quit with the xrdmfbrt^ 
of^tifei: but iofeiteveii: lifer itfelf for dieTafeepf ' 
hfe Odd? an£ J& coubtry y Jie fliail f&id.i&in^ 
tftar dtber and better worlds "where God coto*' 
Brands the bkffiitg, even life for evermore *> . " 
'*• Having,*^ a fqnaKrvoocafioiijt* ilhiftratcd- 
this branch of the argument at greatfcrl length ,J 
I Jhfeli *net at prcforit iufift farthen on ibetofe- 
parable coont&ion between public ancf private 
happinefs, with refjpe&tb o*x temporal atFai*s: 
and Lneed fcarce fay,hoW much our fpLrituaT 
interefts depend, on* tUe pcofperity of Zioo, the 
church of God, as being, her tnyfticai children*. ' 
iod members, of the fame bodjf,. who mixft ne- 
ceflarily fiifferor. rejoice with *ne another* 

•* Thar the haters of Zion fhall be conf ound- 

•^ed 1 and turned back; and fhall be* as grafs 

•'•upon the* houfe- tops, which withereth afore. 

u it growetk up j. while they flialr prosper that. 

a 1 .... *, . .» .* • . v • . ; . .„. 
*Muth. * 39. 

t -Sermon freshed fetac the Ma|^bttct.«i Jhify. ii. *, 
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* love her, *," is cxprefsly , declared in r holy 
writ, and ftaods confirmed by. the teftimqny 
©fall ages. And itmuft be ft) : for if Qod 
loves the gates of Zion, he will love them that 
love her ; and they whom God loves, muft be 
happy. - 

While they who are lukewarm and indiffe- 
rent in the caufe of Chrift, are reprefented 
by the facred writers as objefts of the divine 
difpleafure f » they who are zealoufly afledfc- 
ed towards his intereft, are confidered as the 
fpecial obje&s of the divine care and protec- 
tion t j his peculiar treafure, in whom his foul 
delighteth \ the excellent ones of the earth r 
f c who fhall fee the good of his chofen, rejoice 
* c in the gladnefs of his nation, and glory with 
•* his inheritance \? And what ihsdl 1 fay of 
that happinefs and felicity, which awaits fuch 
faithful fervants, when welcomed to the joy 
of their Lord ? If in that day, not fo much 
as a cup of cold water given to one in the 
name of a difciple, fhall lofe its reward ; how 
inconceivably great, how glorious muft his 
reward be, who, from a principle of love to- 
God and men, hath lived and died in the fer- 
vice of God and men J For him, indeed, is 
fown a joyful light in the Zion that is above. 
And there he " fhall fhine as the brightnefe 
" of the firmament, and as the ftars for evqx? 
"and ever**.* 

/ Pfal. exxix. 5. 4. cxxil. 6. f Zech. xii. 3. Rev. ill itf. 
$ E»k. ix. 4. Rev. vii. 3. 5. 4, 
|*&L cvi. 5. *cvil. 1 » «• Dan. ill. 3. 
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Thafe atfe only a few hints of what might 
have been reprefented, in a variety of parti*- 
culars, for iiluft rating the doftrinal part of 
•ur fubjeft. 
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SERMON XVII* 

» The Subject continued. 
By Alexander Webster, D. D. 

Psalm cxxxvii. 5. 6. 

If I forget thee, ferufalem, let my right hand 

forget her cunning. 
If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave 

to the roof of my mouth ; // / prefer not Je- 

rufalem above my chief joy. 

WE now proceed to the practical im- 
provement of what hath been faid ia 
the preceding difcourfe. 

The diftrefled circumftances of the people 
and church of God, which gave rife to the mo- 
Ting lamentation in the verfes preceding our 
text, ought to infpire us with the moft lively 
fenfe of the happinefs we in this nation enjoy* 
The Jews were exiles from their native coun- 
try, under the oppreffion of a cruel arbitrary 
tyrant : we are the fubjefts of the beft of 
kings, enjoying all the hleffings of BritHh liber- 
ty. They were banifhed from the tabernacle* 
and the altar of God ; to us the doors of 
his houfe and fanftuary are continually o- 
pen. They were captives in the land of an, 
idolatrous prince, who prohibited their folemn 
afiemblies > and courts of judicature ; but we 

are 
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are this day to meet in a judicative capacity, 
under the royal countenance and approbation ; 
and have now before our eyes the moft con- 
vincing proof, with how much propriety 
our gracious Sovereign may be ftyled a nur- 
fing father to this church. 

What grateful returns might have been ex- 
pefted from a people fo highly favoured I 
what proper improvement of fuch invaluable 
privileges ! But alas ! my brethren, how have 
thefe things been perverted to the worft of 
purpofes I Hath not our civil liberty been abu- 
fed by the moft daring licentioufnefs, and af- 
fronted by repeated rebellions ? and hath not 
our religious liberty been turned into an occa- 
sion of propagating atheifm and infidelity ? 

The . contempt of the glorious gofpel of 
Chrift 5 the negleft of divine inftitutions j the 
profanation of that day, facred to the honour 
.of the Redeemer ; the avowed impiety of thofe 
who have caft off all regard for God and reli- 
gion ; the. more fecret wickednefs of fuch as 
have at beft but a form of godlinefs, while de- 
ftitute of its power and life ; the want, among 
too mapy of the profefled followers of Chrift, 
of that fympathy, that love, and mutual for- 
bearance, which is the diftinguifhing badge of 
his difciples ; the angry debates and warm con- 
tend the animofities and divifions, which rend 
• and diftraft even the friends of Jefus ; and in 
'confequence of all this, the withdra wings of 
that divine Spirit, whofe prefence is the beauty, 
tht^gjory, and the all of a Chriftian church, — 
' arc 
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are mournful proofs, that however happy and 
prosperous we are in refpe&of okr outward 
Hate and condition, vital religion and practical 
^odlinefs languifh apace. 

In faying this much, I have doubtlefe faid 
nothing chat can be denied : ,and God is my 
witnefs* 1 mean not to indulge a cenforious 
.humojur ; bnt would wifh to perfuade the 
.friends of religion and liberty, 1k>w much thefe 
important interefts call for their warmeft, zeal, 
,and moft vigorous endeavours 5 when, " by 
*' the abounding of iniquity, the love of many 
*< waxcth cold *, and all men, ,(as Paul fays tif 
"bis times, meaning the far greater part) 
" ieek their own, .not .the things which arc 

"Chrift'st.* 

Suffer then, my brethren, the word of ex- 
portation \ and feeing <( the perilous days are 
" come, in which men are lovers of their own 
*« fclves t *" -to us imitate the noble, the gene- 
rous few, who, warmed with the love of Cod* 
and the love of their country, prefer Jerufa- 
lem to their chicfeft joy. 

And here let it be obferved, that -trtiatever 
arguments, for promoting the welfare of 
mankind in general, arife from the laws.of na- 
ture and of grace, from the practice and wri* 
.tings of the prophets and apoftles, from the 
command and example of the great .God our 
Saviour, .and from our own beft interefts, 
they all ftrongly plead for the .prefervatiaja 

• Matth. jxW. 1*. f ftiiiip. iL«r. 

4 * Tim. iii, 1.*. " 
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and'fupport of our constitution in particular,, 
both in church, and ftate, as the great means of < 
eur happmefe in this world, and in the world 
to come. .• 

The excellency of out c,ivil coaftitution: will 
readily be admitted,*, as. jfee juft mean, between . 
abfolutc monarchy^ the parent of tyranny and 
opprefiton, and a merely popular government, 
the.fource of anarchy and eonfufion 5 a. con-', 
ftitution, by waick the prerogative of jthe> . 
crown, andl the rights of the people, are mu- 
tually fecured and duly regulated 5 a conftitu* 
tion, that does not allow the fubjeft wantonly 
to rebel on every aft of maleadminiftration, 
nor oblige him tamely to fubmit to the over * 
throw of its fundamental laws 5 a cOnftitution-, 
wifely calculated to promote what is the true 
original** and -what; ought to be the end of all 
government, the fafety and happinefs of the 
whole; and,;! may add, a, coaftitution, which 
provides the beft fecurity for our religious as 
well as <sivii liberty, and the ftrongeft bulwark 
againfl: Popery, that my fiery -of iniquity, and* 
grand corrupter of .Chriftianity. - 

With > refpeft to our eccleiiafticai conftitu- - 
tion, that part of the church of God which he - 
hath planted^ and which the laws of the land 
have eftablifhed, amongft us, I may be allowed 
to fay, e^eriaUy from the place where I have 
now tta honour to ftand, that it deferves the 
higheft regard, on many accounts, as a ahureh 
of Chrift, c< built upon the foundation of the 
'< apoftles and prophets, Jefus Chrift. himfelf 

Xql. H. G g • " being 
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** being the chief corner-ftqne *;" as a Pro- 
teftant church, reformed from the errors and 
tyranny, the fuperftition and .will-worftiip, 
which fully xhe glory, and threaten the; ruin, 
of many Chriftian temples ; a church, whofe 
rights and privileges have been fancied down 
to us, at a vaft expence of treafure and of 
blood ; a church that hath been long the pe- 
culiar care of Heaven, and particularly of late 
years, when God raifed up a fecond William, 
as a deliverer upon Mount Zion ; and, in one 
word, which demands the particular attention 
of the laity, a church, my brethren, that gives 
her minifters no dominion over your faith, or 
your confeience, but calls them to be " the 
€t helpers of your joy 4 not tp lord it over 
*< God's heritage, but to become ^nfamples to 
" the flock ; and pot tofeek yours, but you; 
<c warning every man, and peaching every man, 
" in all wifdom, that they, may prefem ey^ry 
f* man perfed): in Chrift Jefus •}••* 

Such is the nature of the British conftitUr 
tion, and fuch are the principles of the church 
x>{ Scotland, which I am now recommending 
to your efteem and regard ; and had I been 
able to place the argument in its true and pro- 
per light, every heart, methinks, would have 
fpoken the language ojf the text : If I forget 
thee, Jerufalem, let my right hand forget- her 
pinning : If 1 do not remember thee } let my tongue 

• Eph. if. %o. 
t *Cor. 1. 14. 1 Pet. v. 3. % Cor. 91I. 14. ' Col. i.*"a8. 
* iConfcflT. of Faith, chap. *o. § *. 

cleave 
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cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not 
Jerufalem above my* chief joy. 

But whatever'has been wanting in argument, 
will, I perfuade myfelf, be more than fupplied 
by your own obfervation : it therefore only re- 
mains, that I befeech and obteft all within thefe? 
walls, as they regard the honour of God, the 
glory of the Redeemer, the happinels of their 
fellow-creatures, and their own well-being, to 
exert their utmoft. endeavours for the fupport 
of our civil and religious interefts. Embarked 
in one bottom/ Tubjedts of the fame kingdom, 
and* members of the fame church, expofed to 
comirfbn dangers, and fharing in common 
privileges ; thus united, let the good of all be 
the firft and Chief care of alt. " 

The laudable zeal of the legislature for civi- 
lizing the highlands and iflands ; the continu- 
ance of tne Royal Bounty for diffufing the 
'fcndwtedge * 61 Cliriftianity through thofe xt« 
mote corners of emi* country where ignorance 
and vice have long had their feat ; and his Ma- 
jefty's uncommon attention, fincelaft rebellion, 
*'co thefe parts of his united kingdom,' whicH 
has been followed with fo great fuccefs, in re- 
forming many old abufes *, ought to infpire 

* The difaffe&ed ha*e been difarmed, and their dreft 
changed ; the heritable jurifdi&ions and ward -holdings, 
which tended to opprefs the people, are aboliQied ; cer- 
tain forfeited eftates have been annexed to the crown, for 
increasing the number of pan flies, and encouraging labour 
and manufacture ; forts are built, andjroads made through 
the moft inacccffiblc places of the north ; which will, in 
Og» time,, 
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jus with a noble defire of imitating his paternal 
care, 

Thofe of my audience whom* God in his 
providence has raifed to fuperiOF ftatioas in 
life, will permit me to rejoice in the many 
happy opportunities .afforded them of promo- 
ting the public good : firft, by their accefs to 
the throne itfelf, and their influence with thofe 
at the helm of affairs, who can build up what 
is caft down, ftrengthen what is weak, and con- 
firm the more excellent parts of our- constitu- 
tion : next, by their own example j in paying 
a facred regard to the interefts of religion arid 
wirtue, of which the many bleffed effects would 
ioon be univerfally felt : and laftly, " by being 
" rich in good works, ready to diftribute, wil- 
fi ling to communicate of the abundance 
• *' which God hath given them *." But of this 
the moft palling hint is fufiicient, while I fpeak 
to thofe " who have clothed the naked, fed 
•* the hungry,, vifiicd the fick and" the fatHer- 
" lefs, and made the widow's heart to fing for 
" joy t- w Thrice happy they who have tjius 
made to themfelves friends of the riches of 

time, open, a way to traffic and correfpondenee with the 
more fouthern and: civilized parts of the country ; and of 
confcqucncc will, at length, become the happy mean of 
polifliing the manucn of the inhabitants, of refcuing them 
-from their prefent flavifli dependence on their cbterX, of 
banilhing their high and dcftrucTive notions of clanfhip, 
and of changing their language, the ftrong hold of igno- 
rance and rebellion. 

• 1 Tim. ti. ty — i.$. t Job, xxix. 13. 

Of 
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^f tfckwdftd* Our Saviour htafetf has told 
fchem, " That when its fails* they (hall be re 1 - 
*« ceivcd' into 6 virlafting habitations *. w < 

The magiftmes arid rulers ef this city, need 
sot be informed) that as GodY vicegerents oh 
earth, and veiled with power and authority fob 
the fafety and advantage of the community* 
they are bound to rule for God, and the good 
«*f the community % " being a terror to evil* 
*• doer*, and a, praife to them that do well f »" 
imitating the excellent Mordecai, ^ who fought 
* the wealth of his people, and (poke peace tcV 
« all hit feed >%?. ■ . . 

But I mud not forget, my Reverend Fathers 
and Brethren,, to ftir up your minds; and mif 
own,' by way of remembrancce, that as fubjects 
©f die ifloft gracious prince, who have recei- 
ved fo many marks of the rojfal favour, we* 
may fhow the higheft fceal for his Majefty's per^ 
ion arid government; that as mihifters df 
Ghriftj aud Servants of the moft h?gh God', 
whom he hath honoured to preach the gofpel 
of his Son> we may count nothing too dear, 
not even life itfelf, for the fupport and advance.* 
ment of his kingdom |j. Unworthy fliall we 
be of this glorious character, unfaithful to our 
Cruft, -ungrateful to the bed of friends, and 
altogether unlike our great Lord arid Matter, 
if we do not prefer the good of ibuls, and the 
intereft of . religion, to our own private con-* 
eertis. 

' • Luke, XYi. »* f , l >et# "• *4» 

\ Efthcr, x. 3. J A&*, xx. 24. 

: - ' Gj 3, W« 
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We learn both from <J*£ Old and New Te. 
ftament, " That the converfioo of finners, the 
" perfecting of the faints, and the edifying of 
" t]*e body of Chrift, ia the great end an&de- 
" fxgfi of our inftkution ; That God hath Jet 
4f us as watchmep on tb* walls of our Jerufa- 
." lem» to. watch oyer all her inrerefts, and to 
"guard heragainft all attacks: That we are 
" appointed Rewards in God's houfe, to diftri* 
€i bitfe the, abundant piwifion he hath prepa- 
" red for his people : And thai the time faft 
".approaqbev when we rauft render an ac- 
f c<HWt q£ our ftewardihip * " 
. And doth knot highly concern us to have 
thefe important,, inteseftiag truths* deeply im«- 
psefifed on qui: ow.0 minds 5. that, in view of that 
aU*4veaHngilay# w,emay be animated " to take 
•".heed tQipurfelyes,, and to all the flock aver 
• c which .U*$ Holy Ghoft hath made us over- 
•^ fcer&; to feed the church. of Cod, which, he 
" hfitb purchafed with his own blood f •," 
guarding, all the avenues which lead unto it, 
againft thofe who would make merchandife of 
fouls ; calling, out every thing that offends a- 
gainftthe laws' of Chrift ; and bearing with 
his real fervants who differ from us in lefler 
matters -, fo 4 preaching,. and living, and a&ing, 
as we fhall wUh- to have done in our departing 
moments, when the eternal world is. opening 
upon us; "that when the chief . Shepherd 

* A&s, xxvi. 28. Eph. iv. i». If. lzii. 6. iCoc. iv. I. 
i Pet. iv* to* Heb* alii. 17* f A&, xx. 18. 

* ihaH 
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. u {hall appear, we may receive a crown of 
•* glory that fadeth not away • i" 

Animated with this glorious profpeft, and 
fitttd with the nobleft zeal for God, and the 
•hsppincis of mankind, let us prefer Jerufalcm 
above, our chief, joy, adopting the piou* refo- 
lotion of Ifaiah, u For Zion's fake wilH not 
.«« -bold my peace, and for Jerufalem's fake I 
" will not reft, until the righteoufnefs thereof 
u go forth as brightnefs,- and the falvation 
u thereof a* a lamp- that buraetb f ."' 

Time forbids a particular addrefs to the ©- 
ther characters and clafie* into which this au- 
dience might be -divided: it muft fuike to iky, 
-that the private Chri&ian, as well as his rukrs 
and -teachers, has got fomethmg to do for God 
,and his church, for his king and his country. 
" It is not in our; power* (fays one), to chtrfe 
u the fphere in which we firft appear in the 
. u world. It may not be in our power fairly 
" and honeftly to rife much above the fphere 
" in: which we fifcft appeared. If any can. do 
" fo, theylhould proportiooably ihiue accord* 
u ing to. their elevation. But goodnefs and ufc- 
." fulneft in the world muft be every Chji* 
" ftianVcarev Whether high or low, fomething 
li may be done for God and man : the rich 
u have n^any ways wherewith to benefit their 
".fellow-creatures: the poor may be rich in 
^ grace > may inftruft, advife, and direct thofe 
cc about them ; may glorify God by their faith, 
Jf humility, and patience* and may do good to 

£ ijgct. V. 4V . tlf. l^ii. I. 

u men 
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* men by thei* example* and .by prayer, thfe 
€C inftituted mean of obtaining bleffings fot 
•« themfelvcs and others # t" u c. In one word, 
every one may advance the common intercft, 
by difcountenancing Vice, " the ruin and rer 
u proach of any people ; and by. promoting 
41 that work of righteoufiiefs, which exajtcth a 
".nation* the jdfoSt whereof lhali be qnietnefe 
w and affurancefqr ever f." 

Hearken theo, n?ea» brethren* and father*, 
to what the Lord our God requires ; that ail 
•of us* in imitation of our Pfalmift's generous 
■concern for the church and nation of the Jew*,, 
jnay fcek the good and peace of our* Jerufaj~ 
Jem, with the greateft fincerky and ardour, eK 
fpecially with refpeft to its religious interefts.. 

For this purpofe* it ia highly neceffary, that 
"we fhould acquaint ourfeWes with our -Bibles^ 
which, as you have heard, contain fitch naked 
fehtimentsof ;the moft generous dtfinterefted 
goodne£r* which not only recommend the 
warmeft .zeal for the temporal and eternal in* 
terefta'of men, by the moft amiable precept 
and animating examples \ hut. clearly point 
out, how every one, in particular, may a£c hii 
part in promoting the general happinefe and 
felicity- : 

•. Arid it is beyond quefiionnecefery, to knoi*' 
the truth- as k is in Jefov in the love thereof;, 
to have an experimental knowledge of divirii 
things \ to have our hearts warmed with thi 

* Religion of Jefus delineated. 

f Prov. xi-. 34. If.'. xxxm v x }* . * 

love 
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love of God and of goodnefe K Till rdigioh 
be rooted in the heart, it? cannot poffibly influ'- 
. ence the life and pra&ice f. That man who 
.has not the kingdom of God within him, can 
have no real concern for its profpetity in- the 
; world without him. 

It is equally neceflary, to keep upon- oiir 
minds a lively fenfe of the value and excellency 
•of the feveral parts of our holy religion ; care- 
-ful never to depart from the foundation ; itor 
to loofe oneftone of the building, j>erfuade& 
fchatfuehis the infeparable connexion between 
divine truths, that If the fipft link of the chaifr 
is wreftedout of our. hands, the feeond and 
thircL will follow of courfe. - * 

But while we efteem efoery truth precious 1 , 
let us fee to* it, that our zeal be according to 
..knowledge, proportioned to the value andhmt- 
portance of* things, and condu&ed with that 
wifdom and prudence, that meeknefs and con- 
defcenfion,- which .fa well become the tnibifters 
el the gofpel of peace, and the followers of' the 
Lamb y who are taught, " that the wratteof 
^ man worketh not the righteoufiaefs of God X? 
And as it is felf-»Gvident, that the true intd- 
reft and real honour of a ChrifUan church, can 
only be promoted by a fteady regard to the 
laws and inftitotions of Chrift, the alone king 
and head of it, we would do well to take care, 
that the doctrines for which we contend, be 
the faith which was once delivered to the 
faints |j, and not the do&rines and command- 

* Eph. iv. 11. * ThefT. ii. 10. ijohn^ iii..i?. 
t Matth, xii. 33, — 35- I James, i. ao. I Jude, 3. 
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ments of men ; left when we would appear for 
God, we be found to fight againft him, and 
overthrow that ve*y church which we mean 
to eftablifc * " 

Again, in ovr appearances for the public i»- 
tereft, every one ought to keep within his own 
fphere, that fphere in which divine Providence 
has placed him* As in the natural body, fo in 
the body politic or eectefiaftic* the fe vera! mem^ 
bers have their refpc&ive places and offices af- 
figned them, and c&n-not intrude upon one an^ 
other, without breaking, the harmony and en- 
dangering the fafety of the whole* Hence 
Paul fuffers us not to roam at large, but ex- 
horts t€ every man to abide in the fame calling 
tf wherein he i» caHed «+ 5 " and to atft for 
God, by performing the duties proper to his 
own ftation, vaccording to the talents beftowed 
upon him %." 

It fliould likewife be obferved* that having 
hut (( one Lord, one faith, one baptiftn, one 
u God, and Father m£ all," we are under the 
fixongeft obligations " to ftand £&& in one fpi- 
" rit, with one mind, ftriving together for the 
C( faith of the gofpel; endeavouring to keep the 
*« unity of* the Spirit in the bond of peace || * 
remembering, on the one hand, the words of 
our Saviour bimfelf, <f that a houfe (or a king- 
u dom) divided againft itfelf, cannot ftand # * ; w 
and, on the other, that union in the ways of 
truth and righteoufnefs fhall become bdth our 

• Matth. zv. tf. — 9. Col. ii. 18. — **. A<£U, v. 3p r 
f i Cor. vii. xo. I Rom. zii. 41—8. 

I Eph. w. 3.— 6. Philip, i. j 7. •• Matth. zii. **. 

glory 
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glory and our ftr-ength : then ihall Jerufalem, 
as a city compa&ly built together, withftand 
-all the attacks of her open or fecret enemies* 
haying falvation for walls and bulwarks. 

Once more, if, according to our character 
«nd circumftances, we would imitate the Pfal* 
mift in the text, and that illufrflous cloud . 
<of witneifcs, whofe zeal for xhe Lord of hofts 
** recorded by the infpired writers with fuch 
peculiar marks of the divine favour and appro- 
bation j if, like them, we would become blef- 
fiegs to fociety, and fupports to the church of 
£*pd; we muft carefully guard againft "the 
« fear of man, which, as Solomon tells us, 
* f bringeth a fnare *." Animated by that' di- 
vine faith, which " endures as feeing him who 
ft is invifible fi kt us hold faft our profeffion 
ft without wavering, let us quit ourfelves like 
*■ men, and be ftrong J." Courage and refo- 
iution will be found ; of the laft importance, 
while we are employed in promoting the divine 
honour, and eftabltfhing the kingdom of Chrift 
in an ungrateful perfecuting world ; where we 
xnay be called to fuifer as well as to argue for 
4}ur God, and muft be ready, not only to be 
bound, but to die for the name of* the Lord 
Jefus. ||. 

: On the whole, it \s an obfervation of divine 
authority, verified by conftant experience, 

ic Except the Lord build the houfc, they la-' 
*} bour in. vain that build H *• except the Lord 

• Prbv. xxix. a$." f Heb. xi. ay. 

I ijcb. x. >|. 1 Car. xvi. 13. gAOs, xxi. 13. 

u keep 
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" .keep the city, the watchman watcheth but in 
" vain *." 1 befeech you therefore, brethren* 
by the mercies of God* and fox the Lord Jefus. 
Chrift's fake, and for tfce. ; love,of the Spirit, ■ 
that ye ft^ive together in your {waycrs to God 
for .us, th^t the feryice which we ^ave.'for Je* 
rufajem .may be acceptable and -profitable to the 
feints j that our gathering together, at this. 
time, iu a national afiembly, may -be with joy 
by the will of God. $ and thai, all our endea- 
vours fox the public .good may be crowned 
wit ji abundant fuccqfs. . < ; 

" Ye that make mention of the liovd, keep * 
€t not iilence; and give "him no. reft, till he e- ! 
" ftahlifb, and till he m^ke Jerufalem a praife 
€t in the 'earth + j" liftipg up your hearts whh 
your hands unto God in the heavens, pleading 
in the prevailing name of the great Mediator* 
for the promife of the Holy Ghoft, " until the 
« Spirit be poured upon us from «on Jbigh $ 5* 
who can fpread his divine influence far enough 
to reclaim, not only .a perverfe guilty nation f, 
but is able, as in a moment, to change this 
prcfent fcene of diforder, of fin and mifery, 
into a world of harmony, of rightcoufnefs, 
and peace. 

Then fhall true religion appear in its genu- 
ine glory and beauty among iis, and c * the 
" kingdoms of this world become the king- 
« c doms of our God, and of his Chrift ** ;* 
or, as it is elegantly exprefled by Ifaiah in all' 

* Pfal. exxvii. i. f If Ixii. 6. 7. \ Ibid, xxxii. 15. 
I Ibid. Ixvi. 8. — i$> •• Rev. x> 15. « 

i the 
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the beauty of the prophetic language, " The 
" wildernefs and the folitary place ihall be glad; 
u and the defcrt lhall rejoice and bloflbm as 
" the rofe : it fhall bloflbm abundantly, and 
,s rejoice even with joy and finging : they fhall 
" fee the glory of the Lord, and the excellency 
M of our God *. For the Lord {hall comfort 
'* Zion : he will comfort all her wafte places^. 
" and he will make her wildernefs like Eden,- 
u and her deiert like the garden of the Lord f" 
And in that day it fhall be {aid to us, as to 
Judah of old, "Walk about Zion, and go 
* round about her, tell the towers thereof . 
*' mark ye well her bufwarks, confider her 
u palaces ; that ye may tell it to the genera- 
w tions following : for this God is our God 
** for ever and ever ' % he will be our guide evea 
" unto death %." 

Now unto this almighty all-fufficient God* 
who hath been our dwelling-place in all gene- 
rations, a. wall of fire round about us, and the 
glory in the midft of us j unto him be glory 
in the church, by Chrift Jefus, throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 

• K xxiv. r. *. f K & 3» 

J P&l. xlviii. i*.— 14, 
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